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FOREWORD

For the third time in recent times, the UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh is publishing a
report on the main activities carried out by the Organisation in Cambodia. This report covers
the programmes of UNESCO in its fields of competence, in particular education, sciences,
culture and communication, for the year 2001 and 2002.

The last two years have seen significant progress in the different areas of intervention
of UNESCO. In the field of education, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MoOEYS) is
undertaking an important reform process of the education services in the country. As the
cornerstone of this reform process, the MoEYS adopted its Education Strategic Plan (ESP) and
the Education Sector Support Programme (ESSP). The ESSP is subject to an annual review
process, and the first ESSP Review took place from 2 to 13 September 2002. UNESCO has
contributed, through a strong partnership with other donors, to this process led by H.E.

Mr. Tol Lah, Minister of Education, Youth and Sports. Another important achievement of the
Royal Government is the formulation of the National Education For All (EFA) Plan 2003-2015,
which provides a long-term vision for the reform of the education sector. With funding from a
number of donors, UNESCO is also developing a wide number of operational projects with
special focus on the most vulnerable groups of the Cambodian society and for HIV/AIDS
prevention.

In the field of culture, the last years were characterised by the increasing efforts of
the Royal Government to curb pillage and illicit trafficking in cultural property. The national
authorities have taken steps to reinforce the existing legislative framework for the protection
of the national monumental heritage. Moreover, a humber of high-profile events have
contributed to provoke an intense public debate in the country, and to raise awareness among
decision-makers on the need to protect the cultural heritage, especially the World Heritage Site
of Angkor and other significant sites such as Banteay Chmar or Preah Vihear. The past years
also showed the strong commitment of the authorities to promote the revival of the intangible
cultural heritage, which was seriously damaged following decades of war. With financial
support from the Japanese Government, UNESCO supported the artists belonging of the Royal
University of Fine Arts and of the National Theatre through a project for the rehabilitation of
performing arts.

In addition to continued programmes in the fields of sciences and press freedom, the
UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh has launched new initiatives in 2001 and 2002. The
Organisation is committed to assist the Royal Government in responding to the world wide
challenge raised by the information technology revolution of our age. UNESCO provided
support for the holding of an Information and Technology Awareness Seminar in 2001 and as
a follow-up UNESCO is implementing from 2002 to 2005 a project to promote the effective use
of Information and Communication Technologies for Education in partnership with the MoEYS.

The present report is structured in accordance with the 4 main fields of activity of
UNESCO. Information is also provided about the mandate, the budget and the staffing of the
UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh. | hope that this publication will provide further understanding
about the objectives, programmes and activities of UNESCO in Cambodia.

Etienne Clément,
UNESCO Representative in Cambodia



UNESCO IN THE WORLD

The main predecessors
of UNESCO were the Inter-
national Committee of Intellec-
tual Co-operation (Geneva 1922
-1946), its executing agency,
the International Institute of
Intellectual Co-operation (IICI)
(Paris, 1925-1946) and the
International Bureau for Educa-
tion (Geneva, 1925 onwards). A
Conference of Allied Ministers of
Education (CAME) started its
meetings in London on 16
November 1942 and continued
until 5 December 1945.
Eighteen governments were
represented. Upon the proposal
of CAME, a United Nations
Conference for the establish-
ment of an educational and cul-
tural organisation was con-
vened in London from 1 to 16
November 1945. Forty-four
governments were represented
at this Conference, which led to
the establishment of UNESCO.

The  Constitution of
UNESCO was signed in London
on 16 November 1945 by 37
countries and came into force
on 4 November 1946 following
ratification by 20 of its signato-
ries. The first session of the
General Conference took place
in Paris from 19 November to
10 December 1946 with the
participation of representatives
from 30 governments entitled
to vote. According to its
Constitution, the main purpose
of UNESCO is to contribute to
peace and security in the world
by promoting collaboration
among nhations through educa-
tion, science, culture and
communication. To fulfil its
mandate, UNESCO performs
five principal functions:

= UNESCO conducts prospec-
tive studies in the fields of edu-
cation, science, culture and
communication.

=  Through research, training
and teaching activities,
UNESCO promotes the advan-
cement, transfer and sharing of
knowledge in its field of compe-

tence, namely  education,
science, culture and commu-
nication.

= UNESCO carries out a stan-
dard-setting action by prepar-
ing international instruments to
be adopted by Member States,
as well as statutory recommen-
dations.

= UNESCO provides expertise
and technical assistance to
Member States for the develop-
ment of policies and the imple-
mentation of specific projects in
its various fields of compe-
tence.

= UNESCO promotes exchange
of specialised information
among Member States in its
various fields of competence.

The Organisation is
composed of three main bodies.
The General Conference is the
main decision-making body of
UNESCO. Following the princi-
ple of one vote per country, the
General Conference determines
the policies, the main lines of
work and the budget of the
Organisation. The Executive
Board is composed of 58
Members and meets twice a
year. It prepares the work of
the General Conference and is
responsible for the implementa-
tion of resolutions adopted by
the Conference. The Secretariat
under the authority of the
Director-General, is in charge of
the implementation of the pro-
grammes. The Director-General
is nominated by the Executive
Board and appointed by the
General Conference for a period
of six years. Mr. Koichiro
Matsuura, from Japan, is the
current Director-General. He
was elected on 12 November

UNESCO Phnom Penh O fice 2001 and 2002



1999. Five sectors work in
collaboration with the adminis-
trative and support services to
carry out the programmes.

Currently, 188 States
have joined the Organisation
and 5 additional States have
the status of Associated
Members. 187 of these coun-
tries have established a Natio-
nal Commission for UNESCO as
a governmental advisory body.
By virtue of its Constitution,
UNESCO is the only Specialised
Agency of the United Nations to
provide for the establishment
of a National Commission by
each of its Member States. In
addition, governments main-
tain Permanent Delegates in
Paris to keep close contacts
with the Organisation.

UNESCO has its Head-
quarters in Paris (France) and
there are also at present 73
UNESCO Field Offices, Bureaux
and Institutes around the
world. The number of
staff members working in
the field offices and in
field projects is 614 and
51 respectively, as com-
pared with 1,717 staff
members at Headquar-
ters. The Secretariat is
composed of staff from
152 different countries. In
1999, 41% of the profes-
sional staff members
were female and 59 %
male. In addition, since
1946 about 100 advisory
or consultative commit-
tees, international com-
missions, and intergov-
ernmental councils for the
management of major
programmes have been
set up.

UNESCO has a total
regular budget of over USD 544
million for the biennium 2002-
2003. This budget is composed
of mandatory contributions
from the Member States. In
addition, it is estimated that the
Organisation will have maobi-
lised for the biennium around
USD 250 million of extra-
budgetary funds. Of these
funds, USD 62 million come
from UNDP and other UN agen-
cies, and USD 113 million from
Funds-in-Trust (FIT). Of the
total programme budget,
30.8% is devoted to Education,
17% to Natural Sciences, 9.3%
to Social Sciences, 14.3% to
Culture and 10.8% to
Communication and Informa-
tion. The remaining funds are
divided into the Participation
Programme (7.2%), the
UNESCO Institute for Statistics
(2.4%) and programme related
services.

Vidt d M. Koichiro Mitsuura, Drector-General of UINESOQ at the UINESGO G fice in Fhnom Renh,
Canbodi a (Decenber 2000)
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Front viewof the UNESGO d fice in Phnom Penh

Cambodia joined UNESCO on 3 July
1951. Upon membership, the Govern-
ment proceeded to establish a National
Commission. On 5 August 1955, the
first Cambodian Delegate to UNESCO,
His Royal Highness Prince Norodom
Norindeth, presented his credentials to
the Organisation. Cambodia soon
adhered to the different standard-set-
ting iInstruments of UNESCO and
requested assistance for implementing
a number of projects iIn the UNESCO
fields of competence. Since the early
1960s, UNESCO has provided direct
technical assistance to Cambodia fTor
the revision and dissemination of
school textbooks, the preparation of
scientific publications, the preservation
of Angkor and the development of
media and radio.

Due to the internal polit-
ical situation, the Cambodian
National Commission had to
close down in 1975 and all
UNESCO operations inside
Cambodia were stopped. How-
ever, the Organisation contin-
ued to advocate at internation-
al level for the demilitarisation
and preservation of the Angkor
site and the other significant
national historical monuments.

During the 1980s,
UNESCO tried to maintain its
links with the Cambodian
people. In particular, UNESCO
provided assistance for a series
of educational projects for
refugees along the Thai-
Cambodian border. Between
1980 and 1989, UNESCO pro-
vided assistance for small-scale
education projects, such as
early childhood education for
refugee children and the devel-

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002



opment and printing of in-camp
teaching materials. These proj-
ects were executed by interna-
tional NGOs. From 1981 to
1989, UNESCO staff carried out
a number of technical missions
to Cambodia in the framework
of the UNESCO-UNICEF Co-
operative Programme. 1989
was an important year for
UNESCO in Cambodia. His
Majesty Preah Bat Samdech
Preah  Norodom  Sihanouk
Varman, King of Cambodia
(then His Royal Highness Prince
Norodom Sihanouk) requested
the Organisation to co-ordinate
all international assistance for
Angkor. In May 1989, UNESCO
was able to complete an initial
assessment of the safeguarding
needs of Angkor.

As the political condi-
tions improved, in 1991
UNESCO resumed its full assis-

Photo: Nang Ravuth

tance to Cambodia. In January-
February 1991, an Intersectoral
Basic Needs - Assessment
Mission composed of experts in
the areas of basic education,
educational planning, educa-
tional statistics, cultural her-
itage and communications was
conducted in the country. On 15
January 1991, the UNESCO
Liaison Office in Cambodia was
officially reopened. The official
visit of the UNESCO Director-
General in November 1991, Mr.
Federico Mayor Zaragoza, led to
the reinforcement of co-opera-
tion between Cambodia and
UNESCO. During the visit of the
Director-General, the UNESCO
Office was established in
Phnom Penh. On 29 November
1991, an Aide-Mémoire of Co-
operation was signed between
UNESCO and the Supreme
National Council of Cambodia
(SNC) wunder which UNESCO

UNESCO st af fs in PhnomPenh G fiee
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was requested, among other
things, “to co-ordinate all activ-
ities (bilateral and multilateral)
related to the safeguarding and
development of the site of
Angkor™.

Since its opening in
1991, the Office has steadily
grown in size and in number of
activities. Presently, the
UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh
develops activities in all fields of
competence of the Organisation
— education, science, culture
and communication. It has rela-
tions with all national authorities
of the country and works in
strong partnership with the
Royal Government of Cambodia,
other UN agencies, development
banks and local and internation-
al Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions. During his official visit to
Cambodia on 6-8 December
2000, Mr. Koichiro Matsuura,
Director-General of UNESCO
reaffirmed the disposition of the
Organisation to continue to
assist the Cambodian people in
its development efforts during
the years to come.

Following the establish-
ment of a new field structure,
the Phnom Penh Office is work-
ing closely with relevant coun-
terparts at Headquarters and in
the field, including Cluster Office
in Bangkok and Regional
Bureaux in Jakarta (Science),
New Delhi (Communication and
Information) and Bangkok
(Education), for the design and
implementation of different
projects and activities. Regular
communication is also main-
tained with the Bureau of Field
Co-ordination (BFC), at Head-
quarters, concerning all man-
agement and administrative
matters.



UNESCO IN CAMBODIA:
2001 BUDGET BY PROGRAMME AND SECTOR

Seetor  Regular Budget (in USD) Extrabudgetary (in USD)
Education 168,267 B, 141
Sciences 18,700 10,950
| Social Sciences 52,000 -
Culture 117,630 2.502.684 |
Communication . 25,644
Running Costy 255,560 .
| Staff Cosis 339,500 s
Total 1,151,657 2,625,419
Figure 1: 2001 Total Budget (in USD): Regular budget and Extrabudgetary:
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2002 BUDGET BY PROGRAMME AND SECTOR

Sector Hegular Budget {in UsD) Extrabudgetary (in USI)

Education 140,267 188.663
Sciences 13,070 25,352
Social Sciences 1.251 2
Culwure -8, 301 1,948,090
Communication - 29,496
Running Cosis 209,533 -
Siaff Crsis SO0, 950 -
Total 1,025,462 2,227,601

Figure 3: 2002 Total Budget (in USD): Regular budget and Extrabudgetary:
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EDUCAT]

THROUGHOUT LIFE

Important developments have taken place recently iIn the education sector in
Cambodia. The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MoEYS) is undertak-
ing an iImportant reform process of the education services iIn the country.
There has also been a growing sense of partnership among key stakeholders
and donors have indicated their intention to channel additional support to the
MoEYS. The education sector, however, remains highly vulnerable due to the

slow progress of other key reforms.

In 2001, there was a
strong growth in school enrol-
ments, with an increase of 14%
in primary and 19% in second-
ary enrolments, and a 23%
increase in Grade 6 girls
between 2000/2001 and
2001/2002. However, there are
still approximately 350,000 pri-
mary school aged children out
of school. Great commitment
will also be urgently needed if

olds are to be met.

the Education For All (EFA)
goals for literacy for 15-24 year

Improving access and
quality continues to be a major
priority of the MoEYS and the
donor community. In particular,
stronger efforts are needed for
the development of primary
and lower secondary schools in
rural and remote regions. As a

means to improve quality, the
MoOEYS has developed priority
plans to address issues of qual-
ity especially through increas-
ing teacher efficiency and
remuneration so that it can rea-
sonably expect higher perform-
ance from staff in classrooms.
In the financial area, the
Government is committed to
raise the education sector share
of the national budget from

Table 1: Some key Indicators of the Education Sector in Cambodia:

1 | Number of 6-15 year olds out of school (2000-2001):

higher (2000-2001)

No. of 6-11 years out of school (primary) 355,181
No. of 12-14 years out of school (lower sec.) —total 875,755
2 | Pre school net enrolment rate (2001-2002) 6.3 %
3 | Net Admission rate of 6 year old children (2000-2001) 76.4 %
4 | Grade 6-7 transition rate (2000-2001) —total 77.3%
5 | Survival rate fromgrade 1 to 5 (2000-2001) -total 55.7 %
6 | Literacy rate for 15-24 years old -female (1998) 71 %
Literacy rate for 15-24 years old -male (1998) 82 %
7 | Proportion of primary school teachers who completed grade 12 or 16.3%

8 | Pupil Teacher Ratio at primary

56.8 (2001-2002)

9 | Pupil Teacher Ratio at secondary

22.4 (200L-2002)

(Source: Docunent on the Benchnarks for the Gonsultative Goup Meting in Canbodi a produced by the Education Sub-Vérking Goup of

Donors, June 2002)
10
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1999 level of 13.7% to 21.5%
by 2005, and from 1.3% to
2.4% of GDP. There is also a
major interest from the MoOEYS
in budget management reform,
as donors are especially
focused on outcomes in
disbursement, reporting and
auditing.

A. Support to the edu-
cation reform process
and enhanced donors
partnership:

1. Education For All (EFA):

Implementation of the
Dakar Framework for
Action:

In April 2000, over

1,100 participants from 164
countries met in Dakar,
Senegal, for the World Educa-
tion Forum This gathering was
convened to assess progress
toward EFA since the World
Conference on Education for All
held in Jomtien in March 1990.
The meeting also aimed to
analyse the causes why the
goal has remained elusive and
to renew commitments to turn
this vision into reality. As a
result, the World Education
Forum adopted a Framework
for Action engaging govern-
ments to the attainment of six
specific goals related to EFA.
The Dakar Framework for
Action also calls upon each
country to prepare a compre-
hensive National EFA Plan.
These national plans, to be
integrated into a wider poverty
reduction and development
frameworks, should establish
budget priorities reflecting a
commitment to achieving EFA
goals and targets as soon as
possible and no later than
2015. The plans themselves
should be time-bound and

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002

action-oriented and provide for
mid-term assessment of
progress.

Under the Dakar Frame-
work for Action the Royal
Government of Cambodia has
formulated a National EFA Plan
for Cambodia for the period
2003-2015. The Plan is expect-
ed to be officially launched on
the occasion of a National EFA
Forum that will be held in April
2003. The formulation of this
EFA Plan consolidates and
extends a number of the

Government’s social and eco-
nomic planning initiatives. In
particular, the EFA policy and
planning process and objectives
have been guided by the
Cambodia Socio Economic
Development Plan (SEDP-II),
which sets out pro-poor devel-
opment policies and strategies.
The EFA Plan also derives
strategic guidance from the

National Poverty Reduction
Strategy, which identifies
targeted interventions for

poverty reduction in the coun-
try. In addition, the design and

Beyond Dakar: The EFA goals:

e Expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood
education, especially for the most vulnerable and disad-

vantaged children.

e Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls,
children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to
ethnic minorities, have access to and complete free and
compulsory primary education of good quality.

e Ensuring that the learning needs of all young people and
adults are met through equitable access to appropriate
learning and life skills programmes.

e Achieving a 50% improvement in levels of adult literacy
by 2015, especially for women, and equitable access to
basic and continuing education for all adults.

e Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary
education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in
education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full
and equal access to and achievement in basic education

of good quality.

e Improving all aspects of the quality of education and
ensuring excellence of all so that recognised and
measurable learning outcomes are achieved by all,
especially in literacy, numeracy and essential life sKills.

11



planning process for the EFA
Action Plan is based on the
principle of effective integration
between medium-term educa-
tion policy, strategy and pro-
gramme priorities set out in the
Education Strategic Plan (ESP),
the Education Sector Support
Programme (ESSP) and the
longer-term EFA interventions.

In order to complete the
Plan, the Government estab-
lished a National EFA Commit-
tee, composed of members
from the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sport (MoEYS), and
other line ministries. It received
technical and financial support
from international organisa-
tions, like UNESCO and UNICEF,
and NGOs. The preparatory
process was based on six dis-
crete working groups, one for
each of the goals of the Dakar
Framework for Action. The
process has been characterised
by a wide inter-ministerial and
cross-sectoral participation. In
addition, civil society organisa-
tions were involved through a
number of periodic workshops
and consultations.

2. Assistance to the MOEYS
for the design and imple-
mentation of priority poli-
cies and strategies:

In strong partnership
with other donors, UNESCO
assists the MoEYS to effectively
reform the education services
in Cambodia. In this regard,
UNESCO participated in the
process leading to the adoption
in May 2001 of the Education
Strategic Plan  2001-2005
(ESP), which summarises the
phasing of the priority educa-
tion policy and strategy reforms
for 5 years. This ESP is the
basis for planning the education
sector’s contribution to achiev-
ing Government’'s broader

12

poverty reduction objectives
and targets over the next 10-15
years.

UNESCO also assisted in
the elaboration of the Education
Sector Support Programme
2001-2005, whose purpose is
to phase and sequence key
strategies and activities requi-
red for effective implementa-
tion of policy and strategic tar-
gets articulated in the ESP. The
ESSP document was the prod-
uct of an extensive programme
planning exercise in mid-2001
to set out the Ministry’s pro-
gramme priorities. This was fol-
lowed by a big scale appraisal
exercise conducted jointly by
donors, NGOs and the Ministry
in late June 2001. Taken
together, the ESP and ESSP
documents provide the critical
directions and details for edu-
cation reform in Cambodia over
the next 5 years.

The strategic planning
processes for ESP and ESSP are
based on a rolling five-year
process, with programme prior-
ities and activities being subject
to an annual review process.
The first ESSP Review took
place from 2 to 13 September
2002. The MoEYS and its part-
ners came together to conduct
a comprehensive assessment of
the progress made in imple-
menting the reform pro-
grammes set out in the ESP and
the ESSP. The purpose of the
Review was to:

" Review the strengths and
weaknesses of proposed ESSP
programmes.

" Assess the opportunities
and risks for the various ESSP
programmes.

" Assess the technical and
financial feasibility of the ESSP
programmes.

= Review the proposed capac-

ity building needs for the ESSP.
Make proposals for any adjust-
ment to the various pro-
grammes.

The Review consisted of
a technical appraisal by various
ESSP Review teams, field visits
by the teams to provinces,
districts, communities and
schools/institutions, co-ordina-
tion of reports by ESSP co-ordi-
nation and team leaders, and
review and negotiation by the
Appraisal and Review Coor-
dination Team. The Review was
concluded with the holding on
12 and 13 September 2002 of a
high-profile Education Forum
which was assisted by Prime
Minister Hun Sen, senior
Government Ministers, provin-
cial governors, donors and
NGO.

The response of the
donor community to the Review
process was very substantial,
both in terms of financial sup-

port and technical expertise.
UNESCO, as Chair of the
Education Sector Working

Group, played an important role
in facilitating a well co-ordinat-
ed, timely and professional
response from the donor com-
munity together with the mem-
bers of the Appraisal and
Review Coordination Team
(UNICEF, EC Delegation and
NGO Education Partnership).
Staff members of the UNESCO
Offices in Phnom Penh,
Bangkok and Jakarta, and the
IIEP fully participated in the
process and joined the various
technical Review Teams.

3. Donors” Education Sector
Working Group (ESWG):

All major multilateral,
bilateral and UN agencies in the
education sector have devel-
oped a number of co-ordinating

UNESCO Phnom Penh O fice 2001 and 2002



Kindergarten Qass - Sammong Khnong Learning Gentre, Battanbang

mechanisms. In particular,
based on a sub-sector working
group that was established to
provide inputs to the annual CG
meeting, a regular forum has
been developed for exchange of
donors’ plans, intentions and
modalities for support to the
sector. The original mandate for
the ESWG was connected with
the Social Sector Working
Group (chaired by UNICEF) and
the CG, and was envisaged with
a mainly monitoring and evalu-
ation role.

Late in 2001, the ESWG
formally adopted Terms of
Reference that recognised its
role in the co-ordination of aid
and development in the educa-
tion sector, and the collective
role of donors in promoting an
integrated approach to this aid.
The objectives of the ESWG
include:

= The advancement of educa-
tion in the country.

" Establishing linkages with
the Royal Government, and
particularly with the MoEYS.

= Monitoring the programme
of education reform and devel-
opment in the country.

= The co-ordination of donors
working in the education sector
in Cambodia.

The ESWG, chaired by
UNESCO, comprises UNESCO,
European Commission Dele-
gation UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA,

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002

WFP, USAID, COHCHR, the
World Bank, ADB, AusAID,
JICA, Belgium Co-operation
Agency, Germany, France,
Canada, SIDA, and the NGO
Education Partnership. In 2001-
2002, the work of the ESWG
has led to a well co-ordinated,
timely and professional respon-
se from the donor community
to the ESP/ESSP and EFA plan-
ning processes. It has also
enabled improved donors’
understanding vis-a-vis sector
planning and monitoring and
about issues related to financial
planning, monitoring and
analysis.

4. Education and the
National Poverty Reduction
Strategy (NPRS):

The Royal Government
has prepared, with the partici-
pation of development partners
and civil society, a National
Poverty Reduction Strategy
(PRSP). Launched at the initia-
tive of the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund,
the NPRS contains the building
blocks of the country’s poverty
eradication strategy. This docu-
ment identifies key constraints
to economic growth and pover-
ty reduction, and considers the
public actions needed to relieve
these constraints. The NPRS
recognises education as an
important dimension of poverty
and considered it as an essen-
tial requirement to obtain a sat-

isfactory level of welfare.

Together with other
partners, UNESCO has con-
tributed to the development of
the NPRS and provided support
to the General Secretariat for
the Council of Social Develo-
pment (GSCSD), which is the
leading governmental agency
for the Poverty Reduction
Strategy (PRS) process. Among
other outputs, UNESCO hired a
consultant to assist line govern-
mental agencies in the drafting
of the input on Education for
the NPRS. UNESCO, together
with other members of the
donor Social Sector Working
Group (UNICEF, World Food
Programme and WHO), also
provided representatives to
attend the monthly GSCSD
meetings to provide technical
inputs. In addition, UNESCO
has been associated, provided
financial support and given
technical inputs during the var-
ious stakeholders’ workshops
that were organised by the
Council for Social Develop-
ment. UNESCO has, in particu-
lar, been associated to the
Workshop on the Formulation of
the Poverty Reduction Strategy
Paper (9 April 2002), the Natio-
nal Workshop on the PRSP
Outline and Matrices (28-29
May 2002) and the Third Natio-
nal Workshop on PRSP, 2nd
draft (12 November 2002).
Following an extensive consul-
tative process, the National
Poverty Reduction Strategy of
Cambodia (NPRS) was appro-
ved by the Council of Ministers
of the Royal Government on 20
December 2002. It is expected
that the monitoring and evalua-
tion of the NPRS will involve
further participation of all
stakeholder groups.
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5. Formulation of the Natio-
nal Non-Formal Education
(NFE) Policies:

Given a high incidence
of poverty and illiteracy in
Cambodia, and the low capacity
of the formal education to
ensure high access to all, non-
formal education, with its
flexibility and lower unit cost,
has proved to be popular and
effective in reaching out to the
target groups.

In particular, UNESCO
has provided funds and techni-
cal expertise in formulating the
national NFE policies in 2001-
02. The document, which pro-
vides a framework for NFE
goals, objectives and actions,
was approved by the Council of
the Ministers in August 2002.
It was launched nationwide on
5 March 2003. Seven pro-
grammes are mandated in this
policy document: (1) Functional
Literacy, (2) Post-Literacy,
(3) Equivalency Education,
(4) Income-generation progra-
mme, (5) Quality of Life
Improvement Programme,
(6) Family Education for Early
Childhood Development, and
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(7) Re-entry Programme for
School Drop-outs.

B. Extending learning
opportunities to the
“unreached’:

The long period of con-
flict has turned Cambodia into
one of the least developed
countries in the region, where
approximately 36% of the pop-
ulation live below the poverty
line. The undeniable progress
accomplished over the last
decade in the education sector
has remained insufficient to
prevent continuing impoverish-
ment, which touches the most

under-privileged sectors of the
population and which aggra-
vates illiteracy. Only 52% of
primary schools offer complete
grades 1 to 6 and the enrol-
ment in primary education is
high at about 85.5%. However,
enrolment in lower secondary
school and upper secondary
school are low at 14.4% and
9.3% respectively and pre-
school enrolment stands at only
6.32% and grade repetition
rates are high at about 22%.
The problems in the formal
education system have created
a massive need for non-formal
education and the Non-Formal
Education Department of the
MoEYS has been making its
best efforts to carry out literacy
and continuing education activ-
ities — with limited budget, staff
and resources. Alongside these
governmental efforts, many
national and international
organisations have also been
carrying out non-formal educa-
tion activities, which have
served greatly to enhance the
results. However, in order to
make a real difference and
reach all of the excluded, non-
formal education activities need
to be accelerated, because so
far they have only reached a
small proportion of the popula-
tion.

11'[_.]
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Traditional Khner Misic Qass - PKKO Residential Gentre, Kandal Province
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A national literacy survey
carried out towards the end of
1999, indicated that only 37.1%
of youths and adults (aged 15
years and over) were literate
(2.41 million), with 26.6% of
youths and adults classed as
semi literate (1.73 million) and
36.3% of youths and adults
completely illiterate (2.36 mil-
lion). Projecting these figures
into the total population this
indicates that some 4 million
youths and adults are basically
illiterate. Thus, there is a high
correlation between illiteracy
and poverty and it would appear
that the illiterates and those
living below the poverty line are
from the same group of the
population.

UNESCO Phnom Penh Office 2001 and 2002

1. Community Temple
Learning Centre (CTLC)
Programme:

The objective of the
CTLC Programme is to upgrade
the basic education situation at
the community level in
Battambang and Siem Reap for
adults, out of school youths and
women who have missed out on
the chance of a formal educa-
tion. The project has basic level
literacy, numeracy and life skill
classes, which include such
topics as -health, hygiene and
agriculture. Skills and knowl-
edge are also gained for some
literacy graduates through
training classes. There are also
mobile library activities and
reading houses and community
libraries for the literacy ‘learn-
ers, graduates and people in
the communities. The Non
Formal Educa- tion Department
of the MoEYS is directly imple-
menting this programme with
the support of UNESCO.

=  During 2001 in Siem Reap,
505 learners (18 classes during
2001 reduced to 10 classes
during 2002 because of fund-
ing) passed the basic litera-
cy course of which 305 were
female. 210 learners were
trained and graduated in
modern basket making (4 vil-
lages) of which 209 were
female and the total income for
this activity was approximately
UsbD 3,780. 120 learners
received training in chicken
raising (8 villages). There are
now two libraries and twelve

community reading centres
plus regular mobile library
activities operating in five

districts of the province. In
2002, in Siem Reap, 180 learn-
ers (10 classes) passed the
basic literacy course of which
122 were female. A further 192

learners are currently attending
literacy class of which 140 are
female and their course which
started in December 2002 will
finish at the end of May 2003.
70 female learners were trained
and graduated in modern bas-
ket making (4 classes in 3
villages) and the total income
for this activity was approxi-
mately USD 1,230 of which
USD 90 has been saved and a
total of 3,440 baskets were
produced. A further 41 learners
of which 39 are female are
currently training in modern
basket making (2 classes in 2
villages) and they will finish the
course at the end of May 2003.
So far, their total income has
been approximately USD 60
and 105 baskets have been
produced. Chicken raising took
place in 4 villages and 20 fami-
lies in each of the villages took
part and so far approximately
USD 180 income has been
gained. 3 villages are currently
taking part in the chicken rais-
ing and the current income is
approximately USD 55.

= In Battambang in 2001, 452
learners (18 classes) passed
the basic literacy course of
which 330 were female. 90 chil-
dren took part in kindergarten
classes of which 49 were girls.
40 male learners were trained
and graduated in electronics,
28 female learners were trained
and graduated in mat weaving,
46 female learners were trained
and graduated in traditional
scarf- weaving and 15 female
learners were trained and grad-
uated in embroidery. 99 learn-
ers were trained and graduated
in sewing of which 98 were
female. There are now six
libraries and fourteen
mobile/village libraries operat-
ing in eight districts of the
province. During 2002, in
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Battambang, 136 learners (6
classes) passed the basic litera-
cy course of which 105 were
female. A further 125 learners
are currently attending literacy
class of which 97 are female. 30
children took part in kinder-
garten classes. of which 15 were
girls. A further 30 children are
now studying in kindergarten
class of which 18 are girls and
their study period will also fin-
ish at the end of April 2003. 20
female learners were trained
and graduated in sewing, 13
female learners trained and
graduated in traditional scarf/
kromar weaving and 7 girls
trained and graduated in mat
weaving. The following are cur-
rently training - 15 male learn-
ers in electronics, 14 female
learners in mat waving, 14
female learners in traditional
scarf/kromar weaving and 27
female learners in sewing.

2. Pilot Project on Commu-
nity Learning Centres (CLC):

A CLC is a centre or local
educational institution outside
the formal system for a village
or_community or urban area,
which is usually set up and
managed by the local people.
A CLC is intended to provide
various educational and learn-
ing opportunities for communi-
ty development and the
improvement of people’s quality
of life in places where literacy
and basic education services
are very limited and severely
deficient. The Non Formal
Education Department of the
Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports directly implements
the Pilot Project on CLCs in
Cambodia. Activities are imple-
mented in Kampong Speu
province (Phnom Sroit district),
Takeo province (Bati district)
and Kampong Thom province
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(Santuk district). The project
has basic level literacy, numer-
acy and life skill classes, which
include such topics as health,
hygiene and agriculture. Skills
and knowledge are also gained
for some literacy graduates
through training classes
(sewing/tailoring, traditional
music, hairdressing, motorcycle
repairing and haircutting).
There are also community
libraries for the literacy learn-
ers, graduates and people in
the communities.

®  During 2001 in Takeo, 105
learners passed the basic litera-
cy course (3 classes) of which
77 learners were female. 31
female learners were trained
and graduated in sewing/tailor-
ing, 20 male learners were
trained and graduated in hair-
cutting, 33 male learners were
trained and graduated in
motorcycle repairing and 10
learners were trained and grad-
uated in traditional music of
which 1 was female.

m In Kampong Speu, 99 learn-
ers passed the basic literacy
course (3 classes) of which 77
learners were female. 28
female learners were trained
and graduated in sewing/tailor-
ing, 14 male learners were
trained and graduated in hair-
cutting and 10 learners were
trained and graduated in tradi-
tional music of which 1 was
female.

L] In Kampong Thom, 180
learners passed the basic litera-
cy course (6 classes) of which
134 learners were female. 52
female learners were trained
and graduated in sewing/tailor-
ing, 18 male learners were
trained and graduatéd in hair-
cutting and 11 female learners
were trained and graduated in

hairdressing.

3. Enhancement of Learning
Opportunities for Margina-
lised Youth:

The objective of this
special youth project is to alle-
viate poverty and provide non-
formal basic education and
income generating skills train-
ing with appropriate technolo-
gies for marginalised out of
school and unemployed youths
- including. street and working
children in Cambodia. The proj-
ect also aims at encouraging
the reintegration of margin-
alised youths back into the for-
mal education system.

The direct implementa-
tion of project activities is being
ensured by local NGOs (KKKHR-
DA - Khmer Kampuchea Krom
for Human Rights and
Development Association and
SCADP - Street Children Assis-
tance and Development Pro-
gramme). The activities include
the use of a special non-formal
education curriculum specially
designed for out of school
youths, electronics training,
sewing and knitting and com-
munity awareness raising, art
and craft and motorcycle repair.

s In 2001, With SCADP, 36
youths (11 female) attending
vocational skill training received
non-formal  education. 18
youths (9 female) were reinte-
grated into the formal school
system. 41 male youths receiv-
ed training in electronics of
whom 30% were able to set up
their own business and 35
female youths received training
in sewing and knitting skills.
Youth meetings are held once a
month and community aware-
ness raising meetings are held
once a month and family visits

UNESCO Phnom Penh Office 2001 and 2002



Giving opportunities to the marginalised:

Chhun Yart is 17 years old. His family lives in a shack near
Wat Than Pagoda in Phnom Penh since the end of the Killing
Fields (1979). He has five bothers and two sisters. Being the
eldest child, he has to help his parents to earn money for
daily food. He did not have any specific or regular job.
Sometimes he worked on construction sites whenever the
labour was needed. Sometimes he caught fish in the Bassac
River with his father. Because of his daily work, he repeated

classes many times.

At grade 3 he stopped and he started it again in the non-for-
mal education of SCADP at the age of 13. He is an industrious
son. Unlike his friends of the same age, he did not become a
thief or did not become addicted to drugs just because of
poverty. Being a son, he strove for his education. He used to
attend class for about 2-3 hours a day, which the state school
cannot offer. In the non-formal education classroom, he could
look after his little sister while the parents went to work.

He was reintegrated into the formal school until he was grade
5. Because of his age, he felt too old to attend primary educa-
tion. Furthermore, his family needed him to be a source of
income. From July 2000 to April 2001 he attended a 9-month
training in electronics and repairs supported by UNESCO
through the Special Youth Project. He said, “I can repair TVs,
radios and cassette players. Although I get a job as a paid

apprentice (in Russey Market,
Phnom Penh), I am happy that |
can become a better person in
the family and the society than

my friends can”. “No matter how

little money I can earn, I think |
am now strong enough for my
family”, he added.

A national literacy sur-
vey carried out towards the end
of 1999, indicated that only
37.1% of youths and adults
(aged 15 years and over) were
literate (2.41 million), with
26.6% of youths and adults
classed as semi literate (1.73
million) and 36.3% of youths
and adults completely illiterate
(2.36 million). Projecting these
figures into the total population
this indicates that some 4 mil-
lion youths and adults are basi-
cally illiterate. Thus, there is a
high correlation between illiter-
acy and poverty and it would
appear that the illiterates and
those living below the poverty
line are from the same group of
the population.

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002
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tion), which provides health
care, non-formal primary/liter-
acy and numeracy classes,
vocational skill training (draw-
ing and painting and traditional
Khmer music classes) and resi-
dential care.

In 2001-2002, 26 boys
received residential and health
care at the centre, 17 boys
received non-formal primary
education — 8 in grade 2 and 9
in grade 3 -, 9 boys were suc-
cessfully reintegrated into the
formal education system — 2 in

Aliteracy dlass for girls and wonen a Angkol conmune, Danmak Chang Eur District, Kep Minicipaity

4_ Children in Difficult Cir-
cumstances Project:

This project aimed at
meeting children’s educational
needs, providing access to edu-
cation and helping those in dif-
ficult circumstances (in this
case children and youths who
have been the victims of drug
abuse — especially glue sniff-
ing). The direct implementation
of activities was ensured by a
local NGO (PKKO — Punleu
Komar Kampuchea Organisa-

primary school and 7 in lower
secondary —, and all the boys
participated in the rattan hand-
icraft class, which has produced
furniture such as bookshelves
and chairs and they have
received marketing lessons.
Following the completion of this
6-month extension of the proj-
ect, it is hoped that the boys
can (with special assistance) be
reintegrated into their families
and/or the communities.
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5. United Nations Human
Security Fund: Non-Formal
Basic Education and Voca-
tional Skill Training for
Chilldren and Youth at Risk:

In Cambodia as in most
developing countries, the
involvement of children in earn-
ing an income is not unusual. It
is estimated that there are
700,000 economically active
children aged between 5 — 17
years and the majority of them
live in rural areas. Nearly three-
quarters of these children
(equivalent to 72%) have either
dropped out of school or never
attended school in the first
place.

Factors such as poverty,
rapid population growth, rural-
urban migration and weakness-
es in the education system
encourage the supply of child
labour and incidence of street
children. It is extremely difficult
to estimate the total number of
street children and youths in
Cambodia, as they are highly
mobile and move from town to
town and place to place.

Mechani cs d ass, Phnom Penh
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However, it has been
estimated that there are
approximately 1,050 street

children living in Phnom Penh
and approximately a further
670 street children who live
with their families. There are no
figures available for the situa-
tion in the provincial towns.
Some street children have con-
tact with their families but
many survive completely on
their own. Many of these chil-
dren and youths engage in
activities such as begging,
scavenging on garbage dumps,
shoe polishing and washing the
dishes in small restaurants. It is
very easy for these children to
be drawn into gangs and to
resort to petty crime and they
are also vulnerable to using
drugs and sexual exploitation.
Both these groups in society
are marginalised and vulnera-
ble and deserve assistance and
hope for the future.

With funding from the
United Nations Human Security
Fund and in co-operation with a
number of partners, UNESCO is
developing a wide-scale project
entitled “Non-Formal Basic
Education and Vocational Skill
Training for Children and Youth

at Risk”. The main objective of
this three-year project is to
facilitate the access to quality
basic non-formal education for
those who through poverty,
especially marginalised, disad-
vantaged and vulnerable
groups, have been excluded
from the formal education sys-
tem. The project was officially
launched at a ceremony at the
MOEYS that was held on 26
August 2002

The various non-formal
education activities within the
project are being implemented
by 8 project partners - KKKHR-
DA, Mith Samlanh/Friends,
OEB, PKKO, SCADP and the Non
Formal Education Department
of the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports in three dif-
ferent locations. The UNESCO
Office in Phnom Penh carries
out day-to-day project man-
agement and co-ordination,
administration, financial man-
agement, supervision of staff
(including providing them with
instruction and technical sup-
port on project activities and
office procedures), logistics and
monitoring. The main results of
the project so far have been the
following:

UNESCO Phnom Penh O fice 2001 and 2002



Partner

Description of Locations & Activities

KKKHRDA — Khmer
Kampuchea Krom for Human
Rights & Development
Association.

NFE Classes — Total Number of
Students = 160 (88 girls).

Vocational Skill Training —
Total Number of Students =
64 (26 girls).

Number Already Graduated
from Sewing Class = 20 girls.

Number Already Graduated
from Battery Making Class =
10 males.

All of the NFE classes in the 5 different project locations use the
same timetable and this includes — literacy, sport, mathemat-
ics, drawing and morals/good manners and child rights.
Kandal Province: An NFE class has been set up for 36 children
(25 girls) all below the age of 15 who are unable to go to school
because they come from poor families and this takes place
inside Sreah Srong Pagoda with the classroom space being
donated by the monks. 10 girls attend a sewing class in Snoul
Kapoh Village and they are between the ages of 15 and 24. It
is hoped that after the training these participants will be able to
find employment in garment factories. 20 girls have also
already graduated from this vocational skill-training course.
Svay Rieng Province: This project location is in the district,
which is on the border of Vietham and an NFE class has been
set up in Dang Tung Pagoda for 30 children (9 girls) between
the ages of 6 and 14 who live too far away from formal school.
A battery making class has been set up in Tapaow Village and
there are 5 males in the class — this skill is considered ideal
because there is little electricity in these rural areas and so a
great need for batteries. 10 males have also already graduat-
ed from this vocational skill-training course.

Kampong Cham Province: An NFE class has been set up for
30 children (20 girls) in Kampong Rorleang Village for poor chil-
dren who are unable to go to formal school. 12 male students
between the ages of 20 to 24 also attend a small electrical
repair class in Village 5, for example learning how to mend tel-
evisions, radios and cassette recorders.

Battambang Province: An NFE literacy class has been set up
inside Serey Monkul Pagoda for 30 children (18 girls) for poor
children who are unable to go to school. 5 male students
between the ages of 18 to 22 also attend a small electrical
repair class in Pyong Village, for example learning how to mend
televisions, radios and cassette recorders.

Phnom Penh: An NFE class has been set up for 34 children (15
girls) who belong to poor squatter families in 4th Village,
Tomnup Teuk Commune and those attending are below the age
of 15. 2 vocational skill-training classes have been set up
beside the KKKHRDA office — computer and hairdressing. 22
students attend the computer class (6 girls) and 10 students
(all girls) attend the hairdressing class. For the computer class
there are only 5 computers and so the class is divided into 4
different sessions per day and for ease the hairdressing class is
divided into 2 separate sessions per day. IT is very popular
with young people — especially those living in Phnom Penh.

Mith Samlanh / Friends.

NFE Classes — Total Number of
Students = 355 (87 girls).

Vocational Skill Training —
Total Number of Students =
6 3 (8 girls).

Phnom Penh: Some of the funds support the salaries of 2 lit-
eracy teachers/trainers and a total of 355 (87 girls) street and
working children and youths and those who are poor living in
the community are benefiting from classes — literacy, numera-
cy, history, geography and science — organised at the Friends
Training Centre. 53 boys most of whom are between the ages
of 15 to 19 are studying mechanics (theory and practical) and
10 young people (8 girls) are studying commerce that teaches
them how to run a small business by themselves.

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002
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O E B (Operations Enfants du
Battambang).

NFE Classes — Total Number
of Students = 1,132 (496

girls).

Battambang: 20 classes have been set up in a very remote
part of this province, which is between 70 to 90 kilometres
from the provincial town. The classrooms are of simple con-
struction and for example are made from thatch or take place
underneath houses. 1132 children (496 girls) attend the class-
es who would normally have no access to any type of educa-
tion. The young children between the ages of 6 and 15 study
literacy, mathematics and life skills, with 70% being between
the ages of 6-12.

PKKO (Punleu Komar
Kampuchea Organisation).

NFE & Vocational Skill Training
— Total Number of Students =
30 (10 girls).

Kandal : 30 street and working youths (10 girls) and those who
are poor and live in the community, stay in a residential centre
and are benefiting from attending NFE literacy and numeracy
classes. Out of this total number 15 of the boys were glue sniff-
ing before they came to the centre and 5 of the boys were
street gang members. The beneficiaries are between the ages
of 14 and 18 and the boys study machining skills and the girls
study kromar - a traditional Cambodian scarf - weaving skills.

SCADP (Street Children
Assistant & Development
Programme).

NFE Classes — Total Number
of Students = 300
(146 girls).

Credit & Savings — Total
Number of Families = 118.

Prey Veng Province: There are 300 children (146 girls)
attending NFE classes in 3 villages (Svay Samsep 2, Rong
Domrey 2 and Phlauv Rolous 2) in Ba Phnom District, which is
the site of a quarry where most of the parents of the children
work. Community awareness activities are regularly carried
out and 18 self-help (parent) groups, 3 youth groups and 3
children’s clubs have been organised. Credit and savings
groups have been identified and they received the appropriate
training and so far during the 1st cycle 60 families in Prey Veng
and 58 families in Phnom Pen have received credit loans of
$40.00 or $50.00 (Phnom Penh) for rice farming, pig raising,
quarry work, groceries or other home-based businesses.

NFE (Non Formal Education)
Phnom Penh.

NFE & Vocational Skill Training
— Total Number = 120
(77 qgirls).

Phnom Penh: 3 community learning centres (CLCs) have been
established in 3 different areas of the city where the poorer
sector of the population are living — Steung Meanchey, Teuk La-
ak Ill and Kraing Thnung. Learners have been recruited from
the poorer families and those that have parents or older sib-
lings who are unemployed. Each of the CLCs has literacy and
numeracy classes and a vocational training class — 2 sewing
classes and 1 motorcycle repair class. A total of 60 students
attend literacy classes (40 girls) and 60 students attend the
skill training classes (37 girls). The age range of the learners
is from 12 to 20 years.

NFE Siem Reap.

NFE & Vocational Skill Training
— Total Number = 21 (12

girls).

Siem Reap: A residential centre for disadvantaged youths has
been opened in Trapeang Sehs Village. 21 young people stay at
the centre (12 girls) and 7 of them are under the age of 15 and
14 are between the ages of 15 to 19. All of the youths study lit-
eracy and numeracy each day and the boys study hairdressing
and the girls study modern basket making. All of the residents
take part in chicken raising and they are provided with regular
lessons by a human right organisation, lessons on morality by a
volunteer monk and a volunteer provides English lessons.
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N F E Battambang.

NFE & Vocational Skill Training
— Total Number = 30
(23 girls).

Battambang: A residential centre for disadvantaged youths
has been opened in Otrea Village. 30 young people stay at the
centre (23 girls), the girls are between 14 and 18 years of age
and the boys are between 8 and 15. All of the youths study lit-
eracy and numeracy each day and there are 4 vocational skill-
training classes — mat weaving (5 girls), kromar scarf weaving
(5 girls), sewing (10 girls) and traditional Khmer music (2

girls).

Total Number of
Participants/Beneficiaries
(During Reporting Period):

2,285 (993 girls).

(Photo: Sue Fox)

(Photo: Sue Fox)

(Photo: Sue Fox)

Traditional Msic Gass, Qrea Villag
Bat t anbang Provi nce
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6. Education for Peace and
Development 1in Chamcar Beli

(Kep):

Since 1998, UNESCO has
been supporting a pilot project on
Education for Peace and Human
Development in a former Khmer
Rouge area located in Chamcar Bei
settlement and five other villages in
Kep municipality. This project was
financed from 1998 to 2000 by a
special grant from the government
of the United Kingdom an from then
on by UNESCO. The project has
been undertaken in close partner-
ship with the Department of Non-
Formal Education of the MoEYS. In a
field survey carried out prior to this
project, 3,187 illiterate (1,316 male
and 1,871 female) were identified in
these areas. The project has provid-
ed four types of services to the local
communities:

®  Capacity building for community
leaders to plan and manage their lit-
eracy and community development
activities.

= Functional literacy, which directly
benefited 1,575 illiterate persons,
80% of whom were girls and
women.

= Early childhood care and educa-
tion, which served a large number of
3-6 year old children.

= |ncome-generation skill training
for girls and women.
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90% of the literacy
participants passed the literacy
test after completing the
course. Some of the new grad-
uates have later become litera-
cy teachers themselves. As part
of capacity building, a Com-
munity Learning Centre
(Chamcar Bei CLC) has been
created from this project.
The centre is presently being
managed by the community
itself through a management
committee. As a new achieve-
ment for the community, two
members of the Chamcar Bei
CLC have been elected to the
Commune Council of Khan
Damnak Changeur of Kep
municipality in the 2002 com-
mune elections.

In 2001 and 2002,
activities concentrated on the
expansion of activities in the
field of Early Childhood and
Family Education. As a result,
five hundred parents and care-
givers have been trained in
helping to educate their chil-
dren in pre-literacy skills.
Special focus was also placed
on empowering the poorest
girls and women through tech-
nical and vocational education.
In total, around 300 adolescent
girls and women have been
trained in weaving and tailor-
ing. Out of the 300 girls and
women, 50% can use the skills
to earn themselves a living.

Along with the literacy
activities and skill training,
another focus of the project was
to promote culture of peace and
national reconciliation. Through
the incorporated concept of cul-
ture of peace in the related lit-
eracy activities, mutual under-
standing and the formation of
friendly relationship between
the former Khmer Rouge popu-
lation and the surrounding vil-
lages have been established.
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The success from the Chamcar
Bei project gives UNESCO and
the Department of Non Formal
Education confidence to expand
their operations to serve a larg-
er former Khmer Rouge com-
munity in Koh Sla, located in
Kampot province.

7. Urban Poverty Reduction
among Young Migrants:

Within the cross-cutting
theme “Eradication of Poverty”,
the UNESCO Office in Phnom
Penh is participating in a two-

year research-action project
(2002-2003) entitled “Urban
Poverty  Reduction among

Young Migrants in East Asia:
China, Laos, Cambodia”. The
project aims at:

" Contributing to a better
understanding of rural-urban
migration issue, young
migrants’ specific needs and the
causes of poverty.

" Contributing to poverty
reduction among young
migrants and enhancing their
life skills, basic skills, general
capabilities, and their knowl-
edge on sexual
and reproduc-
tive health
issues, on STDs
and HIV/AIDS
as well as other

dangers.
" Through
analysis of

actions against
poverty related
issue, contribut-
ing to the
establishment
of a successful
pattern that can
be generalised
and serve as
base for public
policy recom-
mendation.

= Contributing

to the promotion of migrants’
human rights through advoca-
cy, capacity-building an aware-
ness raising activities.

In 2002, a feasibility
study was conducted prior to
the implementation of the proj-
ect activities in Phnom Penh.
The on-going activities, which
are being implemented in part-
nership with the well-known
and highly respected Cambo-

dian NGO “Mith Samlan /
Friends”, include:
" Developing information

materials for young migrants
regarding available services
and how to access these servic-
es.

" Opening a young migrant
female drop in centre and
developing activities in this
centre.

= Developing a specific income
generating trainings for young
migrants.

= Providing a number of train-
ings on reproductive health,
HIV/AIDS and drug prevention.
Developing family support cen-
tres and strategies.

Wonen in Koh 9 a conmune (forner Khner Rouge village)
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8. Scientific, technical and
vocational training for girls:

In many cases, girls and
women have been excluded
from learning opportunities.
Gender discrimination is far
more important when it has to
do with scientific and technical
knowledge and skills that with
any other field. In view of this,
the UNESCO Office in Phnom
Penh is participating, within the
cross-cutting theme “Eradi-
cation of Poverty”, in a two-year
project (2002-2003) entitled
“Scientific, Technical and
Vocational Training for Girls”.
The project, which is being
developed in three countries in
South and Southeast Asia
(Cambodia, Indonesia and
Nepal), aims at:

" Increasing access of poor
girls to appropriate learning
and like-skills training pro-
grammes in order to ensure
access to occupations from
which  women have been
excluded or in which they have
not received appropriate recog-
nition.

" Helping education officers
and teachers to effectively link
non-formal and formal educa-
tion and adopt innovative
measures, curriculum and edu-
cational materials to incorpo-
rate poor girls in technical
fields.

= To provide decision-makers
with a set of good practices and
guidelines to better promote
participation of underprivileged
girls in scientific, technical and
vocational education based
upon the series of pilot activi-
ties.

The main target group
of the project is poor, out-of-
school girls from rural and
urban communities aged 13-
17, an age that shows high
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records of schools dropouts. In
2002, a feasibility study was
conducted for this project as
well as the identification for the
location of the site. The pilot
project activities in Cambodia
are being implemented
throughout 2003.

C. HIV/AIDS preven-
tive education and
awareness:

In Cambodia, the HIV/
AIDS epidemic has reached a
rate of 2.6% of the adult’s pop-
ulation aged from 15 to 49. This
is the highest rate in the region
and it is estimated that HIV has
already infected 169,000 peo-
ple. With a trend of 20 new
infections per day, the HIV/
AIDS epidemic has moved now
from high-risk target groups to
the general population. As one
of the UNAIDS co-sponsors and
in collaboration with national
bodies such as the National
AIDS Authority (NAA) or the
National Centre for HIV/AIDS,
Dermatology and STDs
(NCHADS), UNESCO contribu-
tes to the strengthening of the
national response to HIV/AIDS.
Due to vulnerability of the
youth to HIV/AIDS, UNESCO
mainly focuses on preventive
education activities at school
level. Other segments of socie-
ty are being targeted through
various cultural activities.

1. Support to the Interde-
partmental Committee on
HIV/AIDS of the MoOEYS:

In the framework of the
United Nations Development
Assistance Framework
(UNDAF), UNESCO is working in
partnership with UNICEF to
provide an integrated support
to the working group of the
Interdepartmental Committee

on HIV/AIDS of the MoOEYS. This
body is composed of focal
points representing the various
Departments of the Ministry.
The School Health Department
backs up this working group on
technical aspects. In the frame-
work of this joint programme,
UNESCO and UNICEF assisted
in 2001 and 2002 in the design
and implementation of a wide
range of activities involving
multiple actors within the edu-
cation network.

Among other activities,
UNESCO and UNICEF assist the
MOEYS in the preparation of a
number of educational materi-
als, such as textbooks and
games, for primary students.
As a means to improve under-
standing on HIV/AIDS among
students from grade 5 and 6,
the MOEYS has designed a
module on Distance Education.
Training operations related to
this module have started at six
regional Teacher  Training
Centres. Awareness activities
for primary and secondary stu-
dents have been undertaken
not only at schools, but also in
youth camps. HIV/AIDS pre-
ventive education has been as
well integrated into the curricu-
lum of vocational training and
literacy programmes carried
out by the MOEYS in isolated
areas of the country.

Support is being provid-
ed for the production of promo-
tional materials aiming to raise
awareness among young peo-
ple. The Department of Physical
Education of the MOEYS pre-
pared a poster campaign on
HIV/AIDS using the image of
well-known sportsmen and
public figures. The objectives of
the poster campaign were to
deliver friendly information to
young people, and address
keys messages via role models
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to which young people can
identify. The campaign
was linked with a
Cambodian hot line,
Inthanou (“Rainbow™) that
provides free counselling on
sexuality and HIV/AIDS. The
telephone number of this hot-
line appears in each poster, as a
free and anonymous access to
more information.

In fact, sports and phys-
ical education have been identi-
fied by the MoOEYS as leverage
to educate young people about
HIV/AIDS. As sport is part of
the existing curriculum from
both primary and secondary
levels, the MoOEYS decided to
consider the training of sport
instructors in service. In view of
this, 120 sport instructors were
trained for a period of 3 days at
the Institute of Sports and
Physical Education in Phnom
Penh on 25-27 June 2002.
Support was also given for the
preparation of HIV/AIDS slo-
gans, and for the printing of
documents containing basic
HIV/AIDS information that
were distributed to young peo-
ple at main sporting events.

On the other hand, with
the support of UNESCO-
UNICEF, the MoOEYS is regularly
producing a newsletter entitled
“AIDS & Education”. The main
aim is to share information
among education stakeholders
on HIV/AIDS-related issues,
with a particular focus on activ-
ities carried out by the MoEYS.
High-ranking people of the
MOEYS have introduced the 3
first issues of the newsletter
and civil servants involved in
HIV/AIDS activities have pre-
pared articles for these publica-
tions. The newsletter is regular-
ly distributed to around 20,000
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First, UNESCO and UNICEF
jointly supported the development of
a policy document on AIDS and Education.
The main objective of this policy document was

to define the principles of sex education and HIV/AIDS,
and to provide guidelines for the MoEYS to respond to

HlV-related cases within the education system.

The document was first formulated by the School Health

Department. A nhumber of seminars were then
conducted with Heads of Department of the
MOEYS and other partners to review

the policy. activ-
edu- ities at
cation upper secon-
stakeholders, dary school and

including Heads of Provincial
and Districts  Offices  of
Education, Directors of primary
and secondary schools,
Inspectors of education,

Representatives of Parents
Teachers’ Association and
Provincial AIDS Committees

and Secretariats. The Institute
of Sports of the MoOEYS is also
publishing a monthly magazine,
called “Keila”, on the main
sporting events organised in
the country and with abundant
information on HIV/AIDS relat-
ed issues.

Finally, the MoEYS fully
participated at the 2nd National
Conference on HIV/AIDS that
was organised on 1-2 October
2002. A roundtable on
HIV/AIDS and Education look-
ing at educational interventions
that can contribute to the
reduction of the impact of
HIV/AIDS amongst youth in
Cambodia was organised, with
a special focus on activities that
can promote behaviour changes
such as peer education or the
development of health clubs.

2. Preventive education at
secondary schools and uni-
versity level:

UNESCO, in co-opera-
tion with UNICEF, is providing
financial support for the imple-
mentation of Peer Education

university levels. The Cambo-
dian Red Cross is the imple-
menting agency of this project,
which aims to develop second-
ary schools and university stu-
dents as promoters of safer
sexual behaviour. 246 peers
were trained in 2001 at univer-
sity level and the training of
trainers started at secondary
school level. The students have
been trained to provide
HIV/AIDS information to their
peers, families and friends. In
2002, the programme was
extended to 4 new secondary
schools, 2 in Siem Reap
province and 2 in Kampot
province.

3. Support to the NGO
sector:

UNESCO assists NGOs
working for the prevention of
HIV/AIDS and care of patients
infected by the disease.
UNESCO and UNAIDS provided
financial assistance for the cre-
ation of a Secretariat for the
HIV/AIDS Co-ordinating Com-
mittee. Established in 1993, the
HIV/AIDS Co-ordinating Com-
mittee (HACC) is a network of
53 local and international NGOs
working in the field of HIV/
AIDS. The objectives of HACC
are to co-ordinate efforts
among NGOs, to promote co-
operation, information exchan-
ge and to develop linkages
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among partners. HACC is also
the focal point for the organisa-
tion of HIV/AIDS activities in
events such as the World AIDS
Day, the Water Festival or the
Candle Light Memorial. The
work of HACC is led by a
Steering Committee. It consists
of three working groups:
Training and Counselling, Care
and Support, and Mass Media.
The recently established Secre-
tariat is regularly publishing a
newsletter on HIV/AIDS related
issues that is being distributed
to all relevant partners and
stakeholders.

UNESCO and UNICEF
were also associated to a Youth
Camp organised in March 2002
by Leadership Development
Character Institute, an NGO
working with vulnerable youth.
The Camp provided a good
venue to organise recreational
activities and to informally
teach the youth about various

subjects, including HIV/AIDS.
The camp took place in Phnom
Penh and gathered nearly
1,000 teenagers coming from
several provinces of the coun-
try.

4. Raising awareness on
HIV/AIDS through cultural
activities:

On the occasion of the
World AIDS Day 2001,
UNESCO, with the support of
UNICEF, worked with students
of the Faculty of Plastics Arts
based at the French Cultural
Centre for the organisation of a
painting contest on HIV/AIDS.
The objective of this project,
which continued during the first
quarter of 2002, was to raise
self-awareness among young
people - artists and students of
the University - through a par-
ticipatory approach. In the
framework of this project, 10
wall paintings were designed

Launchi ng of the UNESCOWN C& wal | painting contest on HV AlDS on 1st Decenfer 2001
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and placed on billboards at
strategic locations in Phnom
Penh. A catalogue has been
also published and distributed
to key stakeholders.

5. Working within the UN
Country Team (UNCT) to
support the national res-
ponse to the HIV epidemic:

The UNCT has commit-
ted itself, within the UNDAF, to
strengthening and supporting
the efforts of the Government
of Cambodia and civil society to
respond to the HIV epidemic. In
2001, the UNCT determined a
common analytical framework
that has resulted in the docu-
ment entitled “Common
Strategy - UNCT support to the
national response to the HIV
epidemic in Cambodia”. This
common strategy is guided by,
and is consistent with, national
policies and priorities, as well
as lessons learned by partners
in the national response. The
UNCT has identified seven
strategic elements, of a holistic
UN response, to ensure that
strengths of the UN system are
best utilised and complement
the support of other develop-
ment partners. As part of the
development of this strategic
framework, UNESCO and the
other UN agencies reviewed
their planned and on-going
activities, as well as the appro-
priate implementation modali-
ties.

In addition, a UN Theme
Group on HIV/AIDS meets reg-
ularly in order to co-ordinate
existing activities and to
improve information and com-
munication exchange among
the UN agencies. In March
2001, the UNESCO Represen-
tative in Cambodia was
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appointed as Vice-Chairman of
this UN Theme Group.

UNESCO also con-
tributed, together with other
UN agencies, to the preparation
of a booklet from the UNAIDS
“Best Practice Collection” that
documents a few examples of
critical contributions to the fight
against HIV/AIDS in Cambodia.
Aimed at policy makers, gov-
ernment officials and pro-
gramme managers, the objec-
tive of this document was to
offer examples of successful
programmes that could be
replicated in other areas of the
country.

6. Facilitating the Participa-
tion of Government Officials
in International Confe-
rences on HIV/AIDS related
issues:

It is the mandate of
UNESCO to facilitate the
exchange and circulation of
ideas. For this reason, UNESCO
supports the participation of
key government officials in
local, regional and international
conferences on  HIV/AIDS
related issues. In April 2001,
UNESCO provided funding for
the participation of H.E. Im
Sethy, Secretary of State of the
MoOEYS at an international
conference held at UNESCO
Headquarters to the review the
existing HIV/AIDS strategies at
school level. UNESCO also
funded the participation of a
civil servant of the MoEYS to a
workshop on HIV/AIDS preven-
tive education through distance
learning education, held in
Quezon, Philippines, from 7 to
11 May 2001. In addition,
assistance was provided to the
School Health Department of
the MoOEYS for the preparation
of a poster presentation show-
ed at the 6th International
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Conference on AIDS in Asia and
the Pacific, held in Melbourne
from 5 to 10 October 2001.

Assistance was also pro-
vided for the participation of
MoEYS officials at the 15th
International Conference on
HIV/AIDS held in Barcelona,
Spain, from 5 to 12 July 02.
Representatives from Cambodia
also joined a Conference on ICT

Trai ning workshop on basic use of ICTin BFA Trainees from
Konpong Cham pr ovi nce

and HIV/AIDS Preventive
Education in the Cross-Border
Areas of the Greater Mekong
Sub-region, a Regional Work-
shop on Anticipating the impact
of HIV/AIDS on the Education
Sector in Southeast Asia (12 to
14 December 2002, Bangkok,
Thailand). Funding was also
granted for the participation, in
April 2002, of H.E. Im Sethy,
Secretary of State of the MoEYS
to the review on HIV/AIDS
Strategy For Schools at
UNESCO Headquarters.

D. Improving the quality
of education:

1. Promoting the effective
use of Information and
Communication Technolo-
gies (ICT) for Education:

Presently, in the whole
territory of Cambodia, only a
few public secondary schools in
the capital are equip-
ped with computers to

enhance the ICT skills
among children and
youth, but most of

these computers are
not even connected. At
the first national con-
ference on ICT Aware-
ness held in 11-13
September 2001, the
national authorities
requested, among
others, assistance for
capacity building in the
field of ICT, education,
training and infrastruc-
ture development.

In response to
this request, UNESCO
(Jakarta, Bangkok and
Phnom Penh Offices)
and the Open Univer-
sity of Hong Kong
donated 350 phased
out PCs to the National
Information and Communica-

tion Development Authority
(NiDA), the MoOEYS and the
Cambodia Institution of
Engineering. This hardware
contribution enabled these
three key institutions to

respond effectively for the first
time to the learning needs for
ICT in the education sector. The
MOEYS set up an “ICT in
Education Task Force” operated
under the Department of
Teachers’ Training to distribute
the 150 computers allotted to
them and to implement a small
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pilot activity. The computers,
with E-mail-Internet connec-
tion, were installed in the fol-
lowing five education establish-
ments: Royal University of
Phnom Penh, Kandal Pedagogy
Centre, Battambang Pedagogy
Centre, Kampong Cham
Pedagogy School and Siem
Reap Pedagogy School. One
hundred lecturers from these
establishments have also been
trained on basic computer
skills. The experience so far
indicates a high satisfaction
from most of the staff in these
institutions, although there is a
growing demand for ICT train-

ing.

Following this pilot proj-
ect, UNESCO prepared a project
to assist in developing a nation-
al policy on ICT for education,
adopting best practices for inte-
gration of ICT in formal and
non-formal education pro-
grammes and strengthening
the training and professional
development of teacher train-
ers, teachers and non-formal
education facilitators. The proj-
ect is financed by the
Government of Japan. The
long-term objectives of this
project are to contribute
towards achieving the EFA
goals, reducing poverty, bridg-
ing the digital divide and pro-
moting digital inclusion through
the use of ICT in education. In
order to achieve these goals,
the project will assist the
MOEYS in formulating the ICT
policies and action plan.

In the framework of this
project, training on ICT in edu-
cation concepts and ICT usage
will be provided to 600 teacher
trainers and lecturers (35 %
female) in 24 teachers colleges
and the Royal University of
Phnom Penh in Cambodia, and
for 50 curriculum specialists
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Training vworkshop on NFEM'S Devel opnent in 2 pilot districts (Kong Asel district, Konpong Speu provi nce)

and book editors. The project
also aims to provide ICT access
to 1,000 primary and secondary
school teachers (40 % female),
especially those in deprived
areas, through the existing
teachers colleges and to a min-
imum of 5,000 children and
youth (45 % female) who are
enrolled in formal education
and participating in non-formal
education programmes, espe-
cially those in deprived areas
through mobile ICT services.
The project will also establish
the National ICT-based Clearing
House to serve all users in and
outside Cambodia.

2. Improving Science Educa-
tion:

At the request of the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Youth
and Sports, UNESCO undertook
in October 2001 a mission to
conduct a survey, identify and
assess the priority needs of
Cambodia in the field of Science
Education, at primary, second-
ary and tertiary levels. The mis-
sion was composed of UNESCO
staff from the Regional Bureau
for Science for Asia and the
Pacific (Jakarta), the Regional

Bureau for Education
(Bangkok) and the Phnom Penh
Office. Some independent
experts from the United

Kingdom and Australia also
joined the mission. The mission
identified four Kkey priority
needs in science and mathe-

matics education that could be
summarised as follows:

. Need for national support
and leadership in science and
mathematics education. It was
suggested to establish a body
that could provide vision and
direction.

. Need for human resource
development. Emphasis should
be placed on providing inten-
sive training for teachers.
Revise the existing curriculum
and improve instructional prac-
tices. Special attention should
be given to the design and
implementation of appropriate
written and practical materials
to facilitate hands-on and
minds-on science.

= Upgrade and improve facili-
ties, especially laboratories.

Following this assess-
ment, UNESCO and the MoEYS
are preparing a project propos-
al to improve science and
mathematics education that will
be presented to various donor
agencies for funding. It is also
envisaged to organise some
consultations among govern-
ment ministries that could lead
to the establishment of a
national task force and to the
development of a national plan
for science education.

In addition, UNESCO
funded the participation of pro-
fessors at international semi-
nars and training workshops,
and assisted the MOEYS in
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Ssci ence class in Phnom Penh

reviewing the science curricu-
lum for primary and secondary
level. This includes the intro-
duction of Earth and Environ-
mental Science into the lower
and upper secondary education
for the first time. Training
courses and workshops for
policy and curriculum planners,
teacher educators and teachers
were conducted.

3. Building Non-Formal
Education Management
Information Systems:

The UNESCO Office in
Phnom Penh, in collaboration
with the UNESCO Institute for
Statistics, is providing method-
ological and technical support
to the MoOEYS for the develop-
ment of Non-Formal Education
Monitoring Information Sys-
tems (NFE-MIS). It is expected
that the NFE-MIS will play a
major information role in pro-
moting a balanced and effective
progress of Non-Formal Edu-
cation, as well as mobilising
popular support and participa-
tion. Through this project, it is
intended to:

®  Assess the need for informa-
tion in support to policies and
management of non-formal
education programmes in the
country.

u Identify Non-Formal
Education Providers, such as
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Ministries, agencies, NGOs,
local centres and private
bodies.

= Begin to design an NFE-MIS
that responds to the needs and
situation in the country and
field-test data collection in two
selected pilot districts in two
different provinces.

= Develop a computerised NFE
database system for use in pro-
cessing the collected data and
generating information outputs.

In order to organise and
co-ordinate the implementation
of this project, a core NFE-MIS
Task Force has been formed,
consisting of the Non-Formal
Education Department of the
MOEYS, the Education Monito-
ring Information System (EMIS)
Centre of the Department of
Planning of the MOEYS,
UNESCO, UNICEF and OXFAM.
This Task Force is consulting
with other relevant Depart-
ments and Ministries imple-
menting Non-Formal Education
programmes. Following the
completion of the Task Force, a
central level workshop was held
at the end of 2001. Its objec-
tive was to develop diagnostic
tools and data collection instru-
ments, and to train staff of the
MoEYS on how to carry out
diagnostic studies and data
gathering. 29 education officials
participated in this training
workshop held in Phnom Penh.

Two districts were subsequently
selected for the implementation
phase at local level - Kong Pisey
in Kampong Speu and Khan
Damnak Chamcar Eur in Kep.
District NFE-MIS implementa-
tion teams have been appoint-
ed, which include district edu-
cation officers, Non-Formal
Education local providers and
NGOs.

Additional training cour-
ses were organised in 2002, at
district level, to explain metho-
dologies, diagnostic instru-
ments, as well as to discuss
operational procedures and
arrangements to collect data.
Following the training, the
teams conducted diagnostic
studies in the pilot areas to
identify types of NFE activities
carried out at sub-national
level, NFE providers, partners
and target groups, and existing
NFE monitoring system, chal-
lenges and possible solutions.
In late 2002, the national team
completed the first stage of the
diagnostic study. With the
result of the first stage, UNICEF
joined in the expansion of NFE
data collection to the whole
area of Kampong Speu and Kep
provinces. A total of 210 partic-
ipants from government agen-
cies and NGOs participated in
the- on- site training. Based on
the result of the diagnostic and
in collaboration with UNESCO,
the NFE-MIS Task Force will
develop the appropriate tables,
indicators, graphs and maps
that will be later generated
from the NFE-MIS software.
Based on these inputs, the
EMIS Centre at the MOEYS
enters descriptive information
on NFE programmes, providers
and sponsors collected during
the diagnostic study.
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4. Early Childhood Care and
Education:

Early Childhood is no
longer viewed merely as a
preparatory stage assisting the
child’s transition to formal
schooling. Integrated approa-
ches to the child’s care, devel-
opment and learning are gain-
ing ground. Services and sup-
port for parents with young
children is becoming an integral
part of early childhood services
and policy, placing Early
Childhood within the broader
context of social development
and gender equity.

In this regard, UNESCO
is developing a number of
activities to promote early
childhood care and education
(ECCE) in Cambodia. First,
UNESCO provided technical and
financial assistance for the
organisation by the MoEYS of a
National Workshop on Early
Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE) in Phnom Penh (18-20
April 2001). The objective of
this workshop was to analyse
the conceptual foundations and
the significant policy issues
regarding ECCE. The workshop
also aimed to develop guide-
lines for Early Childhood
Indicators. More than 80 partic-
ipants from relevant Ministries,
international organisations -
UNICEF and UNESCO - and
NGOs attended the workshop.
As a result, the Royal Govern-
ment committed to improve the
educational services provided
to Early Childhood. It was also
recommended that a national
policy on ECCE be developed.
As follow-up of that conference,
the MOEYS has significantly
taken further step in the field of
early childhood education. The
Ministry has created a depart-
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ment of Pre-School Education
separately from the Primary
Education Department. The
Ministry is planning to review
the national policy on early
childhood education, which at
present covers children aged 3
to 5 only in order to cover also
from zero to three.

Following this workshop,
UNESCO supports the Primary
and Pre-School Department of
the MOEYS to plan and imple-
ment appropriate childhood
policies. In particular, UNESCO
is providing policy advice with
the objective of expanding
access, improving equality and
ensuring improved access for
early childhood. It is also
intended to assist the MOEYS in
strengthening policies and pro-
grammes that support families
in fulfilling their responsibility of
providing quality care and edu-
cation for their young children.

In this connection,
UNESCO sponsored a National
Conference on ECCE Policy and
Co-ordination for High Level
Inter-Ministerial Group that
took place on 28-29 October
2002, using resource persons
from Senegal, Malaysia, Chile,
and UNESCO Headquarters.
This event was conducted in
partnership with the Cambo-
dian National Commission for
UNESCO, and included partici-
pants from the MoEYS, the
Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Women’s and Veterans’ Affairs,
National Council for Children
and UNICEF. The Conference
was attended by 40 senior per-
sonnel in the ECCE sector and
was chaired by H.E. Sok An,
Senior Minister in charge of the
Council of Ministers and
President of the National
Commission for UNESCO. The

objective of the workshop was
to identify appropriate mecha-
nism for co-operation among all
relevant stakeholders and pro-
mote inter-ministerial co-oper-
ation in this field.

Lastly, UNESCO has
translated into Khmer language
and widely disseminated in
2001 and 2002 two major pub-
lications on ECCE entitled “Eight
is Too Late” and “Education
Bulletin”.

5. Needs assessment of the
book sector:

The development of
book infrastructure and capaci-
ty is essential for all education
activities, including non-formal
education and literacy pro-
grammes, and for the cultiva-
tion of a learning environment
and a reading habit. In 2001, a
consultant was recruited to
assess the needs of the book
sector in the country and to
recommend key strategies ands
actions. Following consultations
with MoEYS officials, donor
agencies, NGOs and printing
houses, the consultant pro-
duced a report containing a
preliminary situation and needs
assessment of the book sector.
The report concluded that the
main components of a well
functioning book sector do not
exist in Cambodia. The consult-
ant also prepared an outline for
a comprehensive technical pro-
gramme for book and informa-
tion capacity building. Funding
would be required for the
development of a multi-donor
assistance programme involv-
ing many separate compo-
nents.
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6. Promoting Education for a
Culture of Peace:

UNESCO is supporting
educational activities with the
objective of promoting values,
attitudes and behaviours
among children so that they will
seek peaceful solutions to prob-
lems. First, UNESCO assisted in
the establishment within the
MoEYS of a Working Group to
review existing textbooks for
primary and secondary levels
and include into them concepts
relating to Culture of Peace.
Also, UNESCO supports the pro-
duction in Khmer of educational
materials relating to Culture of
Peace. In partnership with the

Associated

Rlat Phase of Living Val ues Education Rroject: Y

Ncro Teaching in Qassroom Preah Norodom Prinary ‘

School , Phnom Penh. (Phot o: MEYS)
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Schools Project network,
UNESCO selected and translat-
ed into Khmer lessons from the

international educational pro-
gramme “Living Values”. The
Living Values Educational

Programme offers a variety of
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experimental activities to
teachers and facilitators to
enable children and young
adults to explore and develop
12 key personal and social val-
ues: co-operation, freedom,
happiness, honesty, humility,
love, peace, respect, responsi-
bility, simplicity, tolerance and
unity. The programme is
already in use in over 62 coun-
tries. On 15-19 May 2001,
UNESCO sponsored a national
training workshop for 45 mas-
ter social science trainers and
teachers. In addition, UNESCO
distributed among schools from
the ASP network a so-called
“Peace Pack”, containing educa-
tional materials that aim to pro-
mote values such as tolerance,
democratic  principles etc.
These materials have been field
tested and distributed through
the Associated Schools Project
network.

UNESCO also funded the
implementation by the
Cambodian Institute
for Human Rights, in
co-operation with the
MoOEYS, of a project
entitled “Education
for Democracy -
Democracy for Educa-
tion”. The project
consisted in the devel-
opment of training
materials for the train-
ing of trainers. The
content of the materials
~~  produced by the CIHR
covered basic principles of
democracy, the rule of law,
conflict resolution, culture of
peace and gender equity.
Following the completion of the
materials, the CIHR organised
from 26 November to 7
December 2001, a training
course for 30 school teachers of
the ASP network. The materials
are now being used in several
schools of the Kandal province.

/

7. Environmental Education
for a Sustainable Future:

In order to create an
awareness and action on a sus-
tainable future, UNESCO assists
the MOEYS in reforming the
existing curriculum by introduc-
ing Environmental Sciences into
primary and secondary levels
through the following activities:

. Providing technical and
financial support to the National
Task Force on Environmental
Education, which comprises
national specialists from the
Pedagogic Research Institute
and the Department of
Teachers Training.

= Adapting and producing, in
Khmer language, the UNESCO'’s
Teachers Guide on “Learning for
a Sustainable Environment”,
developed by the Asia-Pacific
Centre for Educational
Innovation.

. Conducting field-test and
evaluate the effectiveness of
these materials among pilot
schools.

= Integrating into existing cur-
riculum and disseminate learn-
ing materials to teacher col-
leges and schools.

=  Translating and producing in
Khmer a poster produced by
the Division of Ecological
Science in Paris and entitled
“Biodiversity in Questions” for
try out in a small sample of sec-
ondary schools.

8. Reorienting Secondary
Education:

In order to comply with
the Dakar Framework on
Education for All, the MOEYS
has initiated a number of pro-
grammes with the objective of
expanding the access to lower
secondary education from the
current 17% of the net enrol-
ment to 50% by 2005. For this
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purpose the MoOEYS
has established a
National Task Force
on the reform of
secondary educa-
tion, both formal
and non-formal. In
this regard, UNES-
CO has supported
this Task Force to
formulate a new
policy and strategy for expand-
ing and improving secondary
education to all interested
learners of Cambodia. In this
framework, UNESCO recruited
an expert from the region to
assist the Department of Non-
Formal Education of the MOEYS
in formulating a policy, strate-
gy, delivery system and curricu-
lum on equivalency secondary
education. When adopted, the
programme is expected to help
young learners in rural areas to
enrol in self-learning and equiv-
alency education programme.
9. Support  for
Education:

Higher

In 2002, the number of
enrolment in higher education
institutions reach 34,000 stu-
dents representing around 3 %
of the age group, which is
among the lowest in the Asia-
Pacific Region. Over the last
two years, UNESCO undertook
several activities in the field of
higher education. This includes
provision of ICT hardware and
training to the Royal University
of Phnom Penh (RUPP), provi-
sion of technical support and
laboratory equipment for chem-
istry course, provision of text-
books and learning materials on
cultural tourism and recruit-
ment of a Sanskrit lecturer and
donation of books on ethics for
the Sihanouk Raj Buddhist
University.
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ASP netvork: AFRdd Trip to Bokor National Park in 2002

10. Support and co-opera-
tion with national civil soci-
ety organisations:

The local and interna-
tional civil societies and NGOs
have been playing a very
important role in implementing
basic education projects in
Cambodia. One of the main 12
strategies under the Dakar
Framework for Action is to build
the capacity for local NGOs to
improve their performance and
networking.

Following an Internatio-
nal Workshop on “Developing
Training Manuals for Local NGOs
Capacity Building in Basic
Education”, which was held in
Dhaka (Bangladesh) in May
2000, where four NGOs (The
Cambodia World Family, World
Education/Cambodia, ADRA,
CWDA), were representing
Cambodian NGOs working in
the field of basic education,
UNESCO provided support to
these lead NGOs to develop and
adapt training manuals in
Khmer for use by a larger num-
ber of civil society in the coun-
try. The Training Manuals cover
various areas, such as project
planning, monitoring and evalu-
ation, and accounting and
financial management. In the
framework of the development
of the National EFA Plan,
UNESCO held a number of con-
sultations and seminars organ-
ized in co-operation with repre-
sentatives from the civil society.

11. The Associa-
ted School proj-
ect Network
(ASPnet):

One of the
basic aims of
UNESCO has
always been the
promotion of
peace and inter-
national co-operation through
education. After its foundation
in 1946, educators working
with UNESCO produced a num-
ber of new ideas, concepts and
suggestions concerning the
education of young people for
international understanding,
and develop innovative educa-
tional approaches, methods and
materials. In order to translate
these ideas into concrete
action, UNESCO launched the
Associated Schools Project
Network (ASPnet) in 1953. As
of the year 2001, it included
over 6,700 educational institu-
tions, ranging from pre-school
education to teacher training in
166 countries. In Cambodia,
the programme was established
in 1997 and the network is now
composed of 35 primary and
secondary schools.

In 2002, children from
these schools were invited to
participate in educational field
trips to Angkor Monuments,
Kampong Cham province, and
Bokor National Park. The main
purpose of these activities was
to provide an opportunity for
them to see and study the cul-
tural and natural heritage of
Cambodia. Also, a UNESCO
educational resource kit enti-
tled World Heritage in Young
Hands has been translated into
Khmer and will be published in
2003.
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A. The Tonle Sap Bio-
sphere Reserve:

The Tonle Sap Lake is
the largest freshwater lake in
Southeast Asia, covering an
area of around 250,000
hectares in the dry season. The
lake also constitutes one of
Cambodia’s most important
sites, rich in natural resources.
Due to a unique hydrological
phenomenon, when the mon-
soon begins, the swollen waters
of the Mekong river force the
Tonle Sap River to reverse its
flow northwards, feeding the
Great Lake and spreading over
the surrounding flood plain. The
vast wetland area resulting
from this cycle is home to an
extraordinarily high biodiversi-
ty, both in terms of variety and
abundance of species.

The Lake is also one of
the most productive captive
fisheries in the world, providing
more than 60% of the protein
intake for the Cambodian popu-
lation. However, because of its
economic value, the Tonle Sap
Lake is coming under increasing
pressure from over-exploitation
of its natural resources. In
order to promote the appropri-
ate management of the Tonle
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Sap and its natural resources,
UNESCO inscribed this site as a
Biosphere Reserve into the
World Network of Biosphere
Reserves, at the request of the
Royal Government of Cambo-
dia.

1. Providing assistance to
the Royal Government for
the development of a legal
and institutional framework
for the Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve:

Following the inscription
of the Tonle Sap as Biosphere
Reserve, UNESCO has provided
support to the Royal Govern -
ment for the development of a
legal and institutional frame-
work that would serve as the
basis to implement the Biosph-
ere Reserve concepts. In this
regard, a Royal Decree for the
Establishment of the Tonle Sap
Biosphere Reserve was adopted
in April 2001. The critical ele-
ments of this decree are the
formulation of directions and
management objectives for
each zone (core area, buffer
zone and transition area) and
the agreement to establish an
inter-ministerial coordination
body and on the institutional

arrangements for the Tonle Sap
Biosphere Reserve.

Subsequently, a Sub-
decree on the Establishment,
Role and Functions of a
Secretariat for the Tonle Sap
Biosphere Reserve was adopted
in September 2001. The major
role of this Secretariat is to
facilitate co-ordination and to
strengthen co-operation among
national and international agen-
cies, provincial authorities, and
civil society in the protection
and sustainable management
of the Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve. It serves as an infor-
mation-clearing house and
facilitates exchange of informa-
tion between various stakehold-
ers and institutions. The Secre-
tariat co-ordinates and devises
integrated strategies for
sustainable development and
conservation of natural resour-
ces within the Tonle Sap Bios-
phere Reserve.

However, the Tonle Sap
Biosphere Reserve Secretariat
is still in its early stages and
requires further support for
consolidation. In this regard, a
new integrated “Tonle Sap
Environmental Management
Project” jointly funded by ADB
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and UNDP-GEF constitutes a
major opportunity to strength-
en the Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve Secretariat. The goal of
this major project will be sus-
tainable management and con-
servation of natural resour- ces
and biodiversity in the Tonle
Sap Biosphere Reserve. Its
objective will be to enhance
systems and develop the
capacity for natural resource
management co-ordination and
planning, community-based
natural resource management,

B osphere reserve in Tonl e Sap

and biodiversity conservation in
the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reser-
ve. Together with FAO and
UNDP, UNESCO will be respon-
sible for the implementation of
a number of activities within
the overall project, and specifi-
cally for the formulation and
implementation of a national
environmental education and
awareness campaign, and for
the establishment of the Tonle
Sap Biosphere Reserve
Environ- mental Information
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What iIs a Biosphere Reserve?

Created in 1971, UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere
Programme (MAB) develops the basis for the sustainable
use and conservation of biological diversity and for the
improvement of the relationship between people and
their environment globally. The programme encour-
ages interdisciplinary research, demonstration and
training in natural resource management. MAB con-
tributes thus not only to better understanding of the
environment, including global change, but to greater
involvement of science and scientists in policy devel-
opment concerning the wise use of biological diversi-
ty. The Programme is now focusing on new approach-
es for facilitating sustainable development, through
promoting conservation and wise use of biodiversity.

In the framework of the MAB programme, biosphere
reserves (over 400 sites in nearly 100 countries)
serve to put into practice the ecosystem approach.
Biosphere reserves are areas of terrestrial and coastal
or marine ecosystems, or a combination thereof, that
are recognised internationally within the MAB
Programme. Biosphere reserves are nominated by
national governments and remain under their juris-
diction. They must meet a minimal set of criteria and
adhere to certain conditions before being admitted
into the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. Each
reserve is intended to fulfil three complementary func-
tions: (i) a conservation function (preserve landscapes,
ecosystems, species, and genetic variation); (ii) a devel-
opment function (foster sustainable economic and human
development); and (iii) a logistic function (support
demonstration projects, environmental education and
training, and research and monitoring related to local,
national, and global issues of conservation and sustain-
able development). Biosphere reserves contain one or
more core areas, which are securely protected sites; a
clearly identified buffer zone; and a flexible transition
area.
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R e of wonen in fisheries in Tonle Sap B osphere

2. Support for operational
activities in the core areas
of the Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve:

In the framework of the
Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve,
the Ministry of Environment
initiated a pilot programme in
Prek Toal, Koh Chiveang
commune, Battambang pro-
vince in 1997. The programme,
supported by UNESCO since
1999, aims to promote environ-
mental education and aware-
ness, conduct regular ecological

Tradi tional fishing by harpoon
(Kaam Sammor, Rursat R ovince)
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research and monitoring, pro-
mote conservation of flooded
forest and wildlife of interna-
tional significance, identify
alternative livelihoods and
incentive for community partic-
ipation, and explore ecotourism
potential. Many of the activities
are also supported by other

partners, particularly Wildlife
Conservation  Society and
OSMOSE. An environmental

research station next to Prek
Toal core area of the Biosphere
Reserve serves as a facility for
carrying out daily activities. The
station employs 12 villagers
and is administered by two
environmental staff under the
overall supervision of the
Deputy Permanent Secretary of

the Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve Secretariat.
In addition, UNESCO

supported in December 2002
the organisation by the Tonle
Sap Biosphere Reserve
Secretariat staff of training
workshop for local communities
about the existing laws and
regulations relevant to natural
resources conservation and
management in the Tonle Sap.
The workshops held at Koh
Chiveang (Prek Toal), Anlong
Samnor (Meat Khlar) and Pean
Bang communes involved rele-
vant stakeholders at local level,
including local authorities, chief
of community fisheries associa-

tions, soldiers and policemen.
The participation of local
residents and local authorities
would be essential for the long-
term management of the core
areas, as well as the whole
Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve.
For these workshops, a number
of educational materials were
produced in advance.

3. UNESCO-Columbia Uni-
versity Joint Programme on
Biosphere and Society
(CUBES):

UNESCO and Columbia
University jointly organised the
International Conference on
Biodiversity and Society in New
York on 22-25 May 2001. This
Conference was the result of
over a year of joint efforts by
teams of researchers, policy
makers and local stakeholders
at nine sites of high biological
diversity and social, economic
and cultural importance. To
facilitate tangible results, the
Conference built on case
studies conducted in UNESCO
Biosphere Reserves and similar
sites selected for their high
biological diversity and social,
economic and cultural impor-
tance. The case studies provid-
ed an opportunity to discuss,
identify and develop viable eco-
nomic, social and political
strategies for the long-term
management of these sites,
which were selected so as to be
representative of the world’s
major ecological, cultural and
geographic systems. The most
important selection criterion
was however that there be peo-
ple at each site who understand
the multi-dimensional nature of
the challenges they face and
who can articulate these clearly
to an international audience.

One of the case studies
presented at the Conference
dealt with the Tonle Sap
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Biosphere Reserve. This case
study, entitled “Biodiversity
Conservation and Social Justice
in the Tonle Sap Watershed:
The Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve”, was prepared by a
group of Cambodian officials
from the different ministries
concerned and researchers. For
the preparation of the case
study, several multi-
stakeholder workshops
were organised in the
country, allowing local
stakeholders’ direct input
into shaping the confer-
ence discussion. H.E. Mok
Mareth, Minister  for
Environment, presented
the Tonle Sap case study
at the Conference, lead-
ing the Cambo dia dele-
gation that included H.E.
May Sam Oeun, Secretary
of State of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, H.E. Veng

knowledge centre for environ-
mental researchers, practition-
ers, government officials and
activists in six sites located in
different countries, including
the Tonle Sap watershed. The
entire network serves as a
knowledge management tool. It
is proposed to establish at
Columbia University a portal

[*_a

Sakhom, Under-Secreta-

ry of State, Ministry of
Water Resources and
Meteorology, Mr. Nao Thouk,
Director of Fisheries Depart-
ment, and Mr. Neou Bonheur,
Deputy Permanent Secretary,
Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve
Secretariat, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Mekong
River Commission and Wildlife
Conservation Society. The case
study provided an over- view of
the biodiversity status, the
complexity of the current envi-
ronmental governance in Tonle
Sap region and its relationship
with society.

As follow-up action to
the Confe-rence, UNE- SCO and

Columbia  University have
established the Columbia
University—UNESCO Joint

Programme on Biosphere and
Society (CUBES). In the 2002-
2004 period, the programme
provides access to a virtual
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Avareness Raising in the Tonle Sap B osphere

linking people and knowledge
at sites to the global communi-
ty. This will include comprehen-
sive websites for CUBES and its
sites featuring thematic pages,
expert papers and links, digital
conferencing and e-seminars.
The dissemination of knowledge
will be a continuing process,
involving site-specific seminars,
thematic seminars, video pro-
files, on-line workshops and
regularly updated CDs for loca-
tions where network access is
limited.

4. Support to the “Krousar
Thmey” pedagogic exhibi-
tion “The Tonle Sap Lake: A
source of lives”:

Established in 1991,
“Krousar Thmey” is one of the
most respected foundations in
Cambodia providing deprived

children with material, educa-
tional and social support in har-
mony with their environment
and respectful of their tradi-
tions and beliefs. Among other
programmes, “Krousar Thmey”
assists Cambodian children in
rediscovering their roots, her-
itage and traditions. As a
means to raise awareness on
the importance of pre-
serving the Tonle Sap and
its natural resources,
“Krousar Thmey” has
organised a pedagogical
exhibition entitled “The
Tonle Sap Lake: A source
of lives”. UNESCO has
provided financial support
for this exhibition and
placed it under its High
Patronage.

The opening of a perma-
nent exhibition took place
in January 2001 in Siem
Reap, within the World
Heritage Site of Angkor,
and is still open to the
public. This exhibition
allows Cambodians of all ages
(and especially children) to dis-
cover the richness of the Tonle
Sap Lake through numerous
boards and pedagogical materi-
als. It also provides information
on the Biosphere Reserve con-
cepts and serves as a tool for
raising environmental aware-
ness. In order to maximise the
impacts of the exhibition, and
additional itinerant exhibition
has been touring Cambodia
since June 2001.
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In total, 17 stop-overs
have taken place, from
Battambang to Phnom Penh,
going through Pursat, Kampong
Chhnang, Takeo, Prey Veng and
other places. The exhibition
was completed in August 2002,
and is expected now to be set-
tled in a final location in Phnom
Penh.
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B. SOCIAL AND HUMAN
SCIENCES:

1. Local Urban Community
Environmental Empowerm-
ent Pilot Project (LUCEEPP):

Phnom Penh is one of
the most unique cities in the
world. It is the only capital city
in recent history whose entire
population has been evicted.
During four years (1975-1979)
of Khmer Rouge rule, the city
was empty and its infrastruc-
ture neglected. When the popu-
lation started to return in 1979,
the physiognomy of the city
changed completely, as most of
the new residents had previ-
ously never lived in an urban
environment. During the 80s,
and despite the efforts of the
Municipal authorities, the city
further deteriorated due to the
lack of both financial and
human resources. With the
establishment of the United
Nations Transitional Authority in
Cambodia (UNTAC) in 1992, the
city entered a period of growth
and dramatic change. Phnom
Penh attracted a large number
of migrants who arrived in
search of economic opportuni-

ties. Consequently, the city’s
population increased from
584,000 inhabitants in 1987 to
more than 1 million over a
decade. This rapid growth was
often chaotic and disorganised.
The neglected physical infra-
structure still has an impact on
the urban environment and liv-
ing conditions of local residents.

In view of this, UNESCO
is carrying out in co-operation
with the Municipality of Phnom
Penh and two NGOs (Handicap
International and Action Nord-
Sud) the Local Urban Commu-
nity Environmental Empower-
ment Pilot Project (LUCEEPP).
The LUCEEPP project aims to
provide guidance, facilitation
and technical support to rele-
vant stakeholders (Municipal
authorities, resident groups,
local business interests, street
traders, urban poor etc) to
improve the living conditions of
residents and to preserve the
urban environment and her-
itage. An initial pilot area
(Phsah Kandal, Khan Daun
Penh and Khan Chamcarmon)
was identified for the imple-
mentation of this project. The
first phase consisted in the
development of an Urban

(Photo: Minicipality of Fhnom Renh)

Young Architect denonstrating about urban heritage on 14 Decenber 2001
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Reconnaissance, which involved
complying and analysing infor-
mation on the knowledge and
practices of the inhabitants of
the pilot area regarding urban
environmental issues and their
impacts on the urban heritage.
The information was collected
through a number of participa-
tory meetings involving local
residents and Municipal Autho-
rities. The reconnaissance also
allowed for the preparation of
an uncomplicated urban mor-
phology of the area.

Based on this assess-
ment and the problems identi-
fied by the different stakehold-
ers, a total of 12 micro-project
proposals, aiming to improve
the living conditions and the
improvement of the urban envi-
ronment and heritage, were
developed and funded by
UNESCO in collaboration with
Handicap International and
Action Nord Sud. This included
improving access, building pub-
lic toilets, and improving drain-
ing systems and the system for
garbage collection. In total,
4,378 inhabitants of the select-
ed area have directly benefited
from this project. In addition, in
the framework of this project,
UNESCO supported the organi-
sation by the Municipality of an
exhibition entitled a “Glance of
Urban Heritage”, which was
held from 14 to 16 December
2001 and which aimed to raise
awareness on the cultural her-
itage of Phnom Penh.

As a result of the suc-
cess of this project, the
Municipality of Phnom Penh and
other stakeholders requested
the continuation of the LUC-
CEEP project as well as its pos-
sible expansion in other areas
for the last half of 2002 and
2003. The municipal authorities
have identified the pilot area in

UNESCO Phnom Penh O fice 2001 and 2002



the district of Prampi Makara
where the new micro-projects
are to be implemented from
early 2003.

2. Management and pre-
vention of conflicts in
Cambodia:

Cambodia is not a devel-
oping country like others, as
three decades of war and con-
flict led to the destruction of its
social fabric. It is in a country
like Cambodia that the concept
of Culture of Peace takes its full
dimension. There is a need to
strengthen social cohesion and
to promote a culture of toler-
ance and non-violence in order
to foster the development of
the country. Cambodian society
had in the past a wide range of
methods for the resolution of
conflicts, many of which
derived from the rich Buddhist
heritage. But after the years of
conflict, most of these methods
for the resolution of conflicts
simply disappeared. In order to
build a Culture of Peace in
Cambodia, it would be there-
fore important revitalise those
traditional methods for the con-
flict resolution that are inherent
to Cambodian society. Due to
the lack of scientific documen-
tation and written information,
the first step should consist in
the collection of relevant data
that could guide future actions.

In view of this situation,
UNESCO has conducted a
research on traditional and con-
temporary methods for the pre-
vention and resolution of con-
flicts in Cambodia. A consultant
possessing a vast knowledge of
Cambodia was identified and
selected in November 2000 for
conducting such a project. The
study aimed to identify the
types of conflicts that arise
among Cambodia’s rural and
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urban populations, and to
understand past and present
conflict prevention and man-

agement methods. The
research, entitled “Manage-
ment and Prevention of

Conflicts in Cambodia: An
Anthropological Approach to

Traditional and Innovative
Methods”, was published in
2002.

The study focused on
everyday problems and dis-
agreements that arise between
people, and that lead to a con-
certed meeting between the
opposing parties and the medi-
ators with a view to solving the
issue.

The methodology for the
preparation of the study, which
was carried out from January to
October 2001, was based on
bibliographic research and on
qualitative interviews conduct-
ed with representatives from
human rights NGOs, research
institutes, organisations for the
promotion of a culture of peace
and development agencies. The
survey was launched in the
urban area of Phnom Penh and
then extended to the rural vil-
lages of Kampong Speu,
Kandal, Kampot, Siem Reap
and Svay Rieng provinces.

3. Publication of children’s
books for the promotion of
the Culture of Peace con-
cept:

Since 2000, UNESCO
published a number of books
for children aiming to promote,
among others, a culture of
peace and tolerance. In April
2001, in partnership with the
National Commission for
UNESCO, UNESCO has pub-
lished the book entitled “The
Good King and the Bad King”,
which is based on a traditional
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The cover page of a UNESQO publ i cation-
“Between a tiger and a crocodi | €

Cambodian folk story. The story
particularly intends to promote
dialogue and negotiation
among children as the best
means to solve conflicts. 5,000
copies of the book have been
published. The Cambodian
National Commission for
UNESCO is distributing it to the
31 schools participating in the
Associated Schools Project net-
work, local NGOs and others.
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ﬂ
THE HERUWK@E AND

CREATIVITY

The exceptional and singular cultural heritage of Cambodia has been a main

of focus of attraction for the rest of the world

Unfortunately,

for over a century.

this invaluable heritage was seriously damaged during the

nearly thirty years of continuous Tighting. During this time, monuments and

archaeological sites suffered from neglect, degradation and pillage.

intangible heritage,

The

including performing arts, was close to disappearance,

as only a few masters and artists survived the genocide of the Khmer Rouge.

The Royal Government
has acknowledged the impor-
tant role played by culture as a
means to shape national identi-
ty, strengthen social cohesion
and contribute to the economic
development of Cambodia.
However, at the present stage,
the capacity of the Government
for the protection, preservation
and development of the Cam-
bodian cultural heritage is still
limited due to the lack of suffi-
cient financial and human
resources. Therefore, over the
last years, UNESCO’s activities
have focused on strengthening
the national authorities in
their ability to safeguard and
promote the national heritage
of the country, both tangible
and intangible. Special atten-
tion is being focused on the
involvement and improvement
of the conditions of local com-
munities living within monu-
mental complexes around the
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country. Through its different
actions for the promotion of
intangible heritage, UNESCO
also provides support to local
artists, while a several initia-
tives aim to raise awareness
among the youth on the impor-
tance of preserving the cultural
heritage of the country.

A. Tangible cultural

heritage:

1. The programme for the
safeguarding of Angkor: The
International Co-ordinating
Committee for the safe-
guarding and Development

of the Historic Site of
Angkor:
Angkor, the capital of

the Khmer Empire from the 9th
to the 15th centuries, maintains
an outstanding position among
the world’s most magnificent

monumental complexes. The
archaeological park covers a
total area of 401 square kilo-
metres and contains an excep-
tional number of temples,
which were built as monuments
to the protective gods. Angkor
shows a certain influence of
Indian architecture and some
details from Cham and
Javanese styles. All these influ-
ences were assimilated by the
Khmers creating a unique
Angkorian style. As the capital
cities of the empire were being
built around the temples, an
elaborate irrigation system con-
sisting of canals, moats and
reservoirs was created for both
agricultural and religious pur-
poses.

Following the inscription
of Angkor into the World
Heritage List and the World
Heritage List in Danger in 1992,
UNESCO provided substantial
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assistance to Cambodia for the
establishment and development
of an appropriate national legal
and institutional framework for
the protection and manage-
ment of the site. The inscription
of Angkor was done in accor-
dance with exceptional proce-
dures and was subject to a
certain number of conditions to
be met by the Royal Governm-
ent. As a result, the Cambodian
authorities adopted a Royal
Decree Establishing Protected
Cultural Zones in the Siem
Reap/Angkor Region and
Guidelines for their Manage-
ment. It was followed by the
creation of an independent
body, the Authority for the
Protection of the Site and the
Management of the Angkor

Area (APSARA), in 1995.

Since 1993, UNESCO
has also ensured the Standing
Secretariat of the International
Co-ordinating Committee for
the Safeguarding and Develop-
ment of the Historic Site of
Angkor (ICC), co-chaired by
France and Japan. The ICC is
structured in different ways in
accordance with the matters
under consideration.

The Plenary Session of
the ICC examines general poli-
cy matters, determines central
priorities and approves new
project proposals. It normally
holds one meeting per year, at
the level of Ambassadors. The
Technical Committee of the

The central co-ordinating role of the ICC

In October 1993, a major event in the history of the Angkor
site took place when representatives from relevant countries
and international organisations met in Tokyo (Japan) to
co-ordinate the international efforts for the preservation and
development of the Angkor site. Unanimously adopted by

all States present at the Intergovernmental Conference, the
Tokyo Declaration would set from then on the main principles
that guide the provision of international assistance for Angkor.
One of the main decisions of the Tokyo Conference was to
establish an international co-ordinating mechanism that would
be responsible for monitoring the international assistance

and guaranteeing the relevance of the projects implemented
in the site, as well as their conformity with international

standards of conservation.

Since then, the International Co-ordinating Committee for the
Safeguarding and Development of the Historic Site of Angkor
(ICC), co-chaired by France and Japan, plays this fundamental
role. The ICC channels to Angkor annually around USD 5 million
devoted to more than 100 projects in various fields, namely
institutional framework, research, conservation, training,
community development, tourism, urban development and
infrastructures. UNESCO ensures the Standing Secretariat of
the ICC, which is presently composed of 35 countries and
international organisations. The decisions and recommendations
of the ICC are subject to the agreement and co-operation of

the Royal Government.
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ICC, meeting also once a year,
is responsible for the follow-up
of the different projects, activi-
ties and research carried out by
operators intervening at the
site of Angkor.

In addition, since 1997,
an Ad Hoc Group of Experts has
been operational. The mandate
of the group is to examine any
technical question submitted by
the Plenary Session or the
Technical Committee, such as
new project proposals, issues of
doctrine or matters under the
jurisdiction of the Committee
that require technical advice.
Composed of four experts (one
from France, one from Japan,
one member from ICOMOS or
ICCROM and one from
UNESCO), the group of experts
is independent. It meets only
when requested by the co-
chairmen, on an ad hoc basis.
Finally, a so-called Quadripar-
tite Meeting is organised peri-
odically between France, Japan,
the Royal Government and
UNESCO in order to examine
technical matters concerned
with the functioning of the ICC.

The 8th Plenary Session
of the ICC was held in Phnom
Penh on 6 July 2001, co-chaired
by H.E. Mr. André-Jean
Libourel, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of
France, and H.E. Mr. Gotaro
Ogawa, Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of
Japan. This ICC meeting
marked the 10th anniversary of
the landmark appeal of His
Majesty the King Norodom
Sihanouk to UNESCO to co-
ordinate the international
efforts to preserve and safe-
guard Angkor. On this occasion,
H.E. Mr. Sok An, Senior Minister
at the Council of Ministers,
launched a new appeal renew-
ing the commitment of the
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Ta S Tenple, AD HIC experts group visit

Royal Government and urging
the international community
and donor partners to redouble
the efforts to safeguard Angkor.
The main topic of discussion at
the meeting was the need to
adopt appropriate measures to
ensure the balance between the
conservation and development
of the site.

The 11th session of the
Technical Committee took place
in Siem Reap on 19 and 20
December 2001, co-chaired by
Mr. Jacques Gérard, Counsellor
for Co-operation and Culture at
the Embassy of France, and Mr.
Katsuhiro Shinohara, Minister-
Counsellor at the Embassy of
Japan. Most of the proposals
presented at the meeting dealt
with issues relating to the
development of the site. In the
field of conservation, the
Technical Committee examined
the various restoration projects
underway and considered two
new propositions. The first one
was presented by the Italian
team and consisted in a
restoration project on the
Angkor Wat moat causeway
that was heavily damaged in
September 1997. The second
proposal, which was submitted
by Switzerland, aimed at ensur-
ing the conservation and
enhancement of the Banteay
Srei temple.
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The 9th Plenary Session
of the International Coordina-
ting Committee for the Safe-
guarding and Development of
the Historic Site of Angkor
(ICC) was on 2-3 July 2002 in
Siem Reap, with a total number
of participants of 150. It was
co-chaired by H.E. Mr. André-
Jean Libourel, Ambassador of
France, and H.E. Mr. Gotaro
Ogawa, Ambassador of Japan.
The delegation of the Royal
Government was headed by
H.E. Mr. Sok An, Senior Minister
at the Council of Ministers. The
2002 session was of special sig-
nificance, as it marked the 10th
year anniversary since the
inscription of the Angkor
Archaeological Site into the
World Heritage List. The first
day of the session was devoted
to a number of presentations by
well-known specialists, featur-
ing themes from archaeological
research to tourism and com-
munity development. The
second day was spent on site
tours, including the temples of
Pre Rup, Ta Som, Chau Say
Tevoda, the Baphuon and
Angkor Wat. The participants
had the opportunity to see first
hand the technical achieve-
ments of international teams
working in Angkor as well as
improvements made to temple
approach areas under the aegis
of APSARA Authority. The 9th
session also featured official

statements regarding new con-
servation programmes to be
implemented in Banteay Srei
and in Ta Prohm temples by the
Swiss and Indian teams respec-
tively.

The 12th  Technical
Committee of the ICC took
place on 12-13 December 2002
presided over by Mr. Dominique
Dordain, Counsellor for Co-
operation and Culture at the
Embassy of France, and Mr.
Katsuhiro Shinohara, Minister-
Counsellor at the Embassy of
Japan. On the first day of the
meeting, several site visits
were conducted to review the
conservation work of the Swiss
Team at Banteay Srey temple,
and the Indian team’s work at
Ta Prohm temple. On the sec-
ond day of the meeting, techni-
cal papers were presented.
Professor Giorgio Crocci, mem-
ber of the Ad Hoc Group of
Experts, will outline recommen-
dations for the conservation of
Angkor. These recommenda-
tions are the first step in the
creation of a conservation char-
ter for the site. The main
decision of this meeting was to
recommend the organization of
a Second International Confe-
rence in Angkor to be held in
Paris (France) in November
2003. It was recommended to
entrust the co-ordination of the
Conference preparation to
UNESCO. The Technical Com-
mittee also proposed the
organization of a workshop on
Angkor Vat in order to establish
the proper procedure of inter-
national interventions under
the overall authority of APSARA

As Standing Secretariat
of the ICC, UNESCO, in co-
operation with the Japanese
Team for Safeguarding Angkor
(JSA), has participated since
1996 in annual international
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symposiums on the preserva-
tion of the Bayon Temple. These
symposiums constitute the
main international forum for
scientific and technical ex-
change on Angkor. The 6th
Bayon Symposium was held in
Siem Reap on 17 and 18
December 2001. These two
days included presentations by
international experts and dis-
tinguishes  scholars, such
Professor Croci, Dr. Iwasaki,
Dr. Noguchi and Professor
Sugiyama. The main recom-
mendation of the participants to
the meeting was to continue
the implementation of the over-
all plan following the three
facets of the Bayon master
plan. This plan envisages inves-
tigation, preservation and
maintenance programmes in
close co-operation with the
APSARA Authority. It was also
recommended to undertake in-
depth studies on various tech-
nical issues within the Angkor
Thom perimeter, with special
attention to the Bayon temple,
and to benefit from the exam-
ple of other major archaeologi-
cal sites, such as Borobudur in
Indonesia or the Nara World
Heritage Site.

The 7th Bayon Sym-
posium was held on 9-10
December 2002. A number of
presentations were made on
the on-going activities at Bayon
temple, including research,
safeguarding initiatives and
experience of the APSARA
Authority in the development
and cultural enhancement of
monuments of monuments and
sites. In addition, this sympo-
sium provided the opportunity
for the presentation of several
relevant international case
studies, which would be of spe-
cial use for Cambodia. This
included presentations on the
Cathedral of Cologne (Germa-
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Chau Say Tevoda Tenpl e. Restoration works by
Chi nese team

ny), the Palace of Alhambra in
Granada (Spain), the Joya de
Cerén site (El Salvador) and
Baalbeck (Lebanon). These pre-
sentations were made by a
number of distinguished profes-
sors and scholars, such as Dr.
Hans Leisen, Professor Scick-
Wener, Ms. Frangoise Descamps
and Professor Giorgio Croci.
As a conclusion, several recom-
mendations were made concer-
ning research the water system
of Angkor, the promotion of ties
of co-operation among the
teams working at Angkor con-
fronted with various problems

in stone conservation or the
direct and balanced access to
all publics to the Angkor site.
The participants to the Sympo-
sium also recommended sever-
al measures to be taken by the
APSARA Authority to ensure the
sustainable development of the
site, taking into consideration
the increasing pressure of
urban nature and the upsurge
of tourism at Angkor. It was
also concluded that the efforts
for the development of a mas-
ter plan for the preservation for
the Bayon temple and for the
drafting of a “Bayon Charter”
should be continued, in con-
formity with the principles of
ethics and practices for the

conservation of cultural her-
itage.
2. Angkor International

Documentation Centre:

The main objective of
the Angkor International
Documentation Centre, origi-
nally a joint APSARA/UNESCO
project, is to respond to the
publication and information
needs of the technical and
research community based in
the country. Since 1999, a
nucleus collection of documents
has been assembled, cata-
logued and classified, and put
on shelves. The disciplines
identified for coverage focus on
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archaeology, art, architecture,
culture, anthropology, environ-
ment, history, linguistics, soci-
ology etc. Special areas like
world heritage (museums,
monuments and sites), and sci-
entific and technical areas of
archaeological conservation are
also being covered. Essential
reference books, such as dic-
tionaries, encyclopaedias, bibli-
ographies, directories and
guides will be included.

The Documentation
Centre contains the documen-
tary production of the teams
associated with Angkor and
related monuments, UNESCO
and ICC reports, purchased
books and periodicals including
photocopies of out-of-print
publications, and those recei-
ved from other international
organisations and agencies.
Various periodicals and newsle-
tters are received and Audio-
visual materials, CD-ROMSs,
maps, photographs and micro-
films have also been acquired.
In addition, two UNESCO data-
bases on CD-ROM are available,
including a series of references
in various areas of studies and
a number of UNESCO docu-
ments. The book collection has
been computerised. Also,
UNESCO has provided on-the-
job training to a young librari-
an, who is ensuring the smooth
running the Documentation
Centre.

In 2002, the Paris
Municipality financed a six-
month mission (July-December
2002) of a librarian expert to
train the APSARA librarian
working at the Centre. The
international expert also com-
pleted an assessment report on
the functioning of the Centre
and its book collection, and pre-
pared a comprehensive plan for
the training of Cambodian
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experts. In addition, the Centre
moved to a new location and,
since December 2002, the
APSARA Authority ensures the
total management of the
Angkor International Docu-
mentation Centre. UNESCO and
APSARA Authority are now
working out the details of a
Memorandum of Understan-
ding, which will regularise this
new situation.

3. Promotion of cultural

tourism:

As follow-up activity of
the International Conference on
Cultural Tourism organised by
the Royal Government and the
World Tourism Organisation
(Siem Reap, 11-13 December
2000), UNESCO provided sup-
port for the organisation of an
International Seminar on
Cultural Tourism in Cambodia
held in Siem Reap and Phnom
Penh on 2-4 July 2001. A study

entitled “Culture, Tourism,
Development: The Case of
Angkor. Report, Perspectives

and Suggestions” was drawn up

by a consultant (Mr. Stéphane
Durand) at the request of
UNESCO and in close co-opera-
tion with APSARA Authority. The
study, which described the situ-
ation regarding tourism at the
Angkor site served as a basis
for the discussions of the semi-
nar. The seminar was presided
over by H.E. Sok An, Minister in
charge of the Council of
Ministers and Chairman of the
Cambodia National Tourism
Authority, and was attended by
senior ministries and govern-
ment  officials, well-known
international experts and
national stakeholders involved
in the field of cultural tourism.

As a follow-up to this
seminar, UNESCO signed an
agreement with the APSARA
Authority for assistance in the
framework of a project funded
by the AFD (Agence francaise
de développement) for the
development of sound tourism
practices within the Angkor
site. In this regard, UNESCO
provided support for the devel-
opment of various project pro-

HE M. Veng Sereyvuth, Mnister of Tourismgiving his speech at the National Seminar on Qultura Touri sm
held in SemReap and Phnom Penh, 2-4 July 2001
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posals. The first one dealt with
the improvement of signs, cir-
cuits and traffic within the site.
The second proposal refers to
the establishment and improve-
ment of a hotel zone, called
“Angkor Gates”, that would
include entertainment and
information centres. The objec-
tive would be to promote the
length of tourists, diversify the
options and promote a high-
quality tourism in Siem Reap.
The third proposal aims to reg-
ulate the urbanisation along the
National Road 6, the historic
centre of Siem Reap and its
river.

4. Cambodian Heritage
Professionals Database
Project:

This UNESCO project,
which commenced in Septem-
ber 2002, is aimed at directly
assisting the Government of
Cambodia, and more specifical-
ly APSARA Authority, in the
effective and sustainable man-
agement of the Angkor World
Heritage Site. The general
objectives of this project are to
create tools to assist in the
effective operational manage-
ment of the Angkor World
Heritage Site; strengthen the
institutional capacity of APSARA
Authority; and contribute to the
development of a National
Training Strategy for the field of
heritage conservation.

The specific tasks are to
create a database containing
relevant information on
Cambodian cultural heritage
professionals working for both
national authorities and inter-
national teams at Angkor World
Heritage Site. Work is being
carried out iwith APSARA
Authority staff members to
gather information for the data-
base, its design and use, and to
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prepare a series of recommen-
dations related to skills devel-
opment and capacity building in
conservation and historic site
management, aimed at assist-
ing the development of a
National Training Strategy for
the field of heritage conserva-
tion. At the time of the drafting
of this report, seventy-four cur-
riculum vitae have been
received so far from the various
international teams working at
Angkor World Heritage Site, but
it is expected that more will be
received in due course. A pre-
liminary design for the data-
base, which is to be run in
Microsoft Access, has been
completed, and data input has
commenced. The database is
due to be completed in the first
half of 2003, and will be hand-
ed over to APSARA Authority for
management.

5. Preservation of Buddhist
heritage:

Besides Angkorian cul-
tural heritage, UNESCO pro-
motes the preservation of the
rich and most recent Cambo-
dian Buddhist cultural heritage.
In previous years, support was
provided for the restoration of
the 19th century Kompong
Tralach Leu Pagoda, Kompong
Chhnang province, which con-
stitutes a masterpiece of the
Khmer Buddhist cultural her-
itage.

In 2002, a new project
concerning a preliminary con-
servation assessment of murals
at Wat Phnom pagoda was
started. The aim of this project
is to conserve murals located
on the ceiling of Wat Phnom
Vihear, Phnom Penh. This pago-
da has a high level of cultural
significance because it is an
integral part of the historical
development of Phnom Penh,

and has been a focal point for
social and religious activities for
many years. The murals repre-
sent a significant part of the
city’s cultural heritage.

This project is a result of
co-operation between the
Municipality of Phnom Penh,
UNESCO, and the German
Apsara Conservation Project;
and reflects the general level of
concern for the protection and
preservation of the city’s urban
heritage.

Preparation for this proj-
ect began in October 2002, and
it is planned that a Preliminary
Conservation Assessment of the
murals will be conducted in the
first half of 2003. This prelimi-
nary assessment is the first
stage in the conservation
process.

The key tasks to be
undertaken by the German
Apsara Conservation Team,
with support from Municipality
staff, include:

= Taking photographs of the
murals and documenting their
state of decay, taking paint and
plaster samples.

= Collecting information about
the history of the murals, and
their iconography.

= Creating a cleaning test area
to assess the effectiveness of
basic cleaning agents.

" Taking detailed measure-
ments of the whole timber ceil-

ing.

6. Prevention of Looting and
Illicit Traffic of Cultural
Property:

The looting of cultural
artefacts in Cambodia has been
endemic since 1972. However,
important progress has been
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made in the fight against the
illicit traffic of cultural property
in the last years. The pillage
within the World Heritage Site
of Angkor has virtually ceased
to exist, but other archaeologi-
cal and monumental sites, par-
ticularly in isolated parts of the
country continue to be victims
of systematic plunder. More-
over, archaeological sites have
started to be targeted by looter.
In view of this situation,
UNESCO is working in close
partnership with the national
authorities to adopt a number
of measures in this field.

First, UNESCO gives
assistance to the national
authorities for the reinforce-
ment of the existing legal
framework. In 1996, the
National Assembly adopted the
Law on the Protection of
Cultural Heritage (25/1996),
which covers both movable and
immovable objects and aims at
protecting cultural property
against acts of vandalism, illicit
transfer of ownership, excava-
tions, illicit export and import.
At the request of the Ministry of
Culture of Fine Arts, UNESCO
provided financial and technical
support to prepare a Sub-
decree of implementation of the
1996 Law. In particular, a high-
ly qualified legal expert assisted
in January 2002 the relevant
national stakeholders in the
drafting of this text. The
process for the preparation of
this text was led by the
Presidency of the Council of
Ministers. The process was
characterised as open and par-
ticipatory, since all relevant
stakeholders, such as the
Ministry of Culture of Fine Arts,
the APSARA Authority, the
Ministry of Justice, the Council
of Ministers and the National
Commission for UNESCO, were

fully involved in the formulation
of this Sub-decree.

The Sub-decree, which
specifies the categories of cul-
tural objects falling under the
scope of the Law and contains
legal provisions to regulate
trade, archaeological excava-
tions, export and import of cul-
tural property, entered into
force on 17 September 2002,
upon signature by Prime
Minister Samdech Hun Sen.

Following recommenda-
tions of UNESCO, the Royal
Government of Cambodia has

also recently ratified the 1995
UNIDROIT  Convention on
Stolen or lllegally Exported
Cultural Objects, a major inter-
national instrument to fight the
illicit traffic of cultural property.
This Convention complements
the legal dispositions of the
1970 UNESCO Convention on
the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the lllicit Import,
Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property.

The UNIDROIT Conven-
tion has been designed to
fundamentally alter market
forces governing private trans-

Archeological sites now under threat:
The case of Phnum Snay

The construction of a road in North-western Cambodia in
2000 led to the discovery of a unique Iron Age cemetery
at Phnum Snay in Banteay Meanchey Province. This pre-
historic archaeological site can be considered as one of
the most important yet discovered in the country as it
contains precious evidence enabling Cambodians to gain
understanding on the origins and development of the
ancient Khmer Empire. In 2001, a scientific excavation
carried out under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture
and Fine Arts by the Origins of Angkor Archaeological
Project (OAAP) in conjunction with the Royal University
of Fine Arts and funded by the Japan Funds-in-Trust at
UNESCO and Marsden Fund revealed nine pre-historic
burials and over 300 artefacts including ceramic vessels,
glass beads, grinding stones, iron tools and weapons.
These objects have revealed vital information on the
pre-Angkorian civilisation and about the rise and forma-
tion of the Khmer Empire. Unfortunately, the site has
continuously suffered from a wide-scale looting.
Systematic illicit excavations have led to the loss of a
major portion of the site and the destruction of a sub-
stantial part of culturally significant artefacts. As a
result, important evidence and knowledge about ancient
Cambodians is lost forever before being properly studied

and documented.
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actions of art objects. Its main
provisions mentions that the
possessor of a stolen cultural
object must return it regardless
of personal involvement or
knowledge of the original theft.
It also denies any compensa-
tion for the return of cultural
property unless the possessor
“neither knew nor ought rea-
sonably to have known that the
object was stolen”. These provi-
sions are intended to persuade
potential art buyers to enquire
about an object’s ownership
history. The Convention also
enables the rightful owners to
bring a claim for the recovery of
a cultural object before the
courts of another contracting
party where the cultural object
is located.

Cambodia became a
Contracting State to the 1995
UNIDROIT Convention by sub-
mitting the Instruments of
Ratification to the Italian
Government, the depositary of
this Convention, on 11 July
2002. As a result, the UNI-
DROIT Convention entered into
force for Cambodia on 1
January 2003, becoming the
17th State to ratify or accede to
the 1995 UNIDROIT Conven-
tion. 12 other States have also
signed the Convention, but
have not completed yet the
process of ratification.

UNESCO also assists in
the preparation of requests for
restitution of stolen or illegally
exported cultural objects which
have been seized in other coun-
tries, in application of the 1970
UNESCO Convention and a
bilateral agreement signed in
2000 between Cambodia and
Thailand to combat against illic-
it traffic of cultural property. For
instance, UNESCO assisted the
Cambodian Government in the
negotiations with the Thali
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Government in 2001 and 2002
for the restitution of 43 cultural
artefacts of Cambodian origin,
which had previously transited
through Singapore. In applica-
tion of the bilateral agreements
signed between the two parties,
the Thai authorities originally
requested the Cambodian side
to present formal evidence that
would allow the restitution of
these objects to Cambodia.

Moreover, some major
cases of restitution also took
place in 2002. In particular, on
26 April 2002, two outstanding
Khmer artefacts were returned
to Cambodia by the Honolulu
Academy of Arts, namely a 9th-
centry stone head of Shiva and
a 12th-century stone head of a
demon or asura. These two
objects were included in the
past editions of the publication
“One hundred missing objects:
Looting in Angkor”, by ICOM
and UNESCO. Both pieces were
donated to the Honolulu
Academy of Arts in early 1990s
by wealthy collectors from rep-
utable dealers and did not know
that they had been stolen.

UNESCO organises reg-
ular conferences and events to
raise awareness among senior
officials about the need to pro-
tect the cultural heritage and
fight against the illicit traffic of
cultural objects. For instance,
UNESCO organised on 25 April

2002 a conference by Dr.
Dougald O’Reilly, on the theme
of “Phnum Snay Archaeological
Site Scientific Research and
lllegal Excavations”.

A major event concern-
ing the illicit traffic of cultural
property that provoked an
intense public debate, con-
tributing to raise awareness
among decision-makers and
the general public, was the
organisation in Phnom Penh of
the 11th session of the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee
for Promoting the Return of
Cultural Property to its Coun-
tries of Origin or its Restitution
in Case of lllicit Appropriation
(6-9 March 2001). This Com-
mittee, which meets regularly
once every two years, was
established by the General
Conference of UNESCO in 1978
and is presently composed of
22 Member States. The
Committee acts at an inter-
governmental level as a forum
for negotiation, discussion,
training and awareness raising
on the illicit traffic of cultural
property, facilitating bilateral
negotiations and promoting
multilateral co-operation for the
restitution or return of cultural
property to its countries of ori-
gin. Additionally, it guides the
planning and implementation of
UNESCO’s programmes of
activities with regard to the
illicit traffic of cultural artefacts.
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7. Safeguarding of the
national monumental her-
itage outside the Angkor
area: The temple of Koh Ker:

The site of Koh Ker con-
stitutes one of the marvels of
Cambodian monumental her-
itage. It was built in Northern
Cambodia, province of Preah
Vihear, during the reign of King
Jayavarman 1V (928-944) to
serve as the capital city of the
Khmer Empire. In 944, Koh Ker
was abandoned when the King
Rajendravarman moved his
capital to Yasodharapura,
today’s Angkor. Devoted to
Shiva and the Brahamist cult,
the site was built in sandstone,
laterite and brick. According to
an inventory carried out by the
Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts, the complex of Koh Ker
currently consists of 86 monu-
ments, although new temples
may be discovered. In the last
decades, these monuments
have deteriorated and been
neglected as a result of natural
(climatic conditions, vegetation
etc) and human factors (looting
and armed conflict).

In view of this situation,
the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts has carried out over the
last years, with the support of
UNESCO, a project for the
preservation and establishment
of management structures in
the site. Assistance was provid-
ed for the clearing of monu-
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ments, the construction
of protection walls and
supports for the deterio-
rated structures of the
site, and the instalment
of information panels at
the different monu-
ments. A full inventory of
existing monuments and
cultural artefacts was
completed and endan-
gered art objects were
stored in a safe warehouse in
order to prevent further looting.

8. Assisting the national
authorities for a possible in-
clusion of Preah Vihear
temple in the World Herita-
ge List:

The Preah Vihear tem-
ple, located in Northern
Cambodia by the Thai border, is
one of the major sites of the
cultural heritage of the country.
Built around the end of the 11th
century or beginning of the
12th century, this site can be
considered to be of very high
value. On 10 October 2001,
Prime Minister Samdech Hun
Sen officially requested to the

Director-General of UNESCO
the inclusion of Preah Vihear
and Banteay Chhmar into the
World Heritage List under the
1972 UNESCO Convention con-
cerning the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural
Heritage.

The Government, with
the advice from UNESCO,
recently adopted a Royal
Decree on the Establishment of
“Prasat Preah Vihear Site”,
which constitutes a significant
contribution the effective pro-
tection, preservation and man-
agement of the site. This text
contains dispositions dealing
with the objectives, demarca-
tion, management, mainte-
nance and protection of the
site, and will be completed by a
subsequent sub-decree on the
sharing of responsibilities
among all relevant agencies
involved in the management of
the site. Similar protective legal
texts have been adopted by the
establishment of the sites of
Sambor Prey Kuk, Prasat
Banteay Chmar and Prasat
Banteay Toap.

A arched ogy class at the Foyal Lhiversity of Fne Arts, Phnom Penh
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9. Reinforcing national
capacity for the conserva-
tion of cultural monuments:
The project of assistance to
the Royal University of Fine
Arts:

In partnership with the
Government of Japan and the
Toyota Foundation, UNESCO
supports the Faculties of
Archaeology and Architecture
and Urbanism of the Royal
University of Fine Arts (RUFA)
with an aim to develop the
existing human resources for
the preservation of cultural her-
itage. Since 1993, UNESCO has
worked with the Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts to
improve teaching quality and
enhance student learning.
Increasing attention is being
paid to modernise existing
management system with the
long-term objective of assisting
RUFA to attain a greater level of
self-sustainability.

This institution was orig-
inally established in 1917 as the
“Khemarak School of Arts” and
then transformed into the Royal

i

University of Fine Arts in 1965.
Closed in 1975 at the beginning
of the Khmer Rouge Regime, it
re-opened in 1980 as the
School of Fine Arts, regaining
university status once again in
1988. It has five departments
(Architecture and Urbanism,
Archaeology, Choreographic
Arts, Music and Visual Arts)
although the majority of higher
education degree-level stu-
dents are in the two faculties of
Archaeology and Architecture.
The student body numbers
approximately 1400 students.

As part of international
efforts to assist Cambodia in
reconstructing its social fabric
and institutions, the UNESCO/
Japan Funds-in-Trust project for
the capacity building of RUFA
originally began in October
1993 as a training project for
the Department of Archaeology.
The courses taught during this
first phase of the project
focused on conservation sci-
ences and museology.

After a one-year break,
the project re-started with the

Afiddtrip o the students of the Ryd Uiversity o Fre Ats
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addition of a programme for the
Department of Architecture and
Urbanism in the 1995-1996
academic year and, from
October 1995 to September
1998, a new project was con-
ceived and implemented each
year. In the 1996-97 academic
year the project saw a new
arrangement, involving collabo-
ration with the Toyota
Foundation (Japan) and the
Japan Foundation Asia Centre
(Japan) for recruitment of
teaching staff, and monitoring
and evaluation of the project.
In the 1997-1998 academic
year, the localisation of the
project was further promoted
by increasing the number of
Cambodian teaching  staff
employed. In 1998, it was felt
that a long-term strategy was
required to achieve significant
and sustainable improvements
in the academic standards of
the University.

Then, at the request of
the Japanese Government,
UNESCO prepared a new proj-
ect covering three academic
years, from 1998 to 2001. The
three-year project plan sought
to address the existing long-
term needs and consolidate the
progress achieved over the pre-
vious four years. It was also
intended to complement the
programmes established by the
national authorities in close co-
operation with other donors.
The total contribution of the
donor for the 1998-2001 period
was USD 1,487,668. The num-
ber of students who benefited
from this project was around
370 per year. After the comple-
tion of the three-year project,
the Japanese government
approved the extension of the
project for one more academic
year (2001-2002) in the same
form.
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Over the last years, the
project has contributed to
improve teaching quality and
enhance student learning
through the recruitment of
qualified international lecturers

and teaching assistants.
In 2001-2002, six international
lecturers, sixteen national
lecturers, eleven teaching
assistants, two department
advisors, two department
co-ordinators, one language

co-ordinator and one library
advisor were recruited. Sub-
jects are taught in a preparato-
ry year followed by level one,
two, three and four, the final
year consisting of a dissertation
presented under supervision by
international lecturers. Students
undertake 36 hours of class
contact per week in a wide vari-
ety of subjects such as art his-
tory, pre-history, cultural arte-
facts, laboratory sessions, field
study preparation, construction
and design, urban renewal, site
management, drawing, sculp-
ture, portraiture, anthropology,
research methods, history of
Southeast Asia, philosophy and
sociology.

In addition, in the
framework of the project,
UNESCO has provided in-house
workshop training for the staff
of the Royal University of Fine
Arts, particularly national lec-
turers, teaching assistants and
administrative staff. Funds have
been also provided for the
organisation of foreign Ilan-
guage courses both for national
staff and students, for field
training, and for the acquisition
of books, journals, teaching
materials and equipment.

It is worth noting that
the project was assessed from
11 to 24 March 2002 in the
form of an independent evalua-
tion. The evaluators noted that
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the performance of the stu-
dents at the end of their studies
is remarkable. In particular,
many RUFA graduates are tak-
ing important roles in the con-
servation programmes of
Cambodian cultural heritage.
The evaluators also made a
number of recommendations to
increase the effectiveness of
the project in future years,
especially with the view of
ensuring the greater sustain-
ability of the Royal University of
Fine Arts. Following the finalisa-
tion of the last project, negotia-
tions are presently being held
between the three main stake-
holders, the Ministry of Culture
and Fine Arts, the donor and
UNESCO, for the formulation of
a new project document. It is
expected that the project may
start a new phase for the aca-
demic year 2003-2004.

10. Capacity building in
administration and manage-
ment of the Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts:

Since January 2002,
UNESCO dispatched to the
Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts an International United
Nations Volunteer (UNV) funded
by the French Government. Her
assignment has been to support
the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts in the fields of administra-
tion and management. This
person provides technical assis-
tance (TA) through -consulta-
tions with the Minister, State-
Secretaries, the Under State-
Secretaries and other designat-
ed officials.

Her key responsibility is
to facilitate organisational
effectiveness in the strategic
orientation of the Ministry and
to give agency to ministerial
capacity for situational analysis,
departmental co-ordination and

policy formulation. Through this
initiative, it is intended to assist
the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts in its efforts to develop an
organisational climate of flexi-
bility, innovation and respon-
siveness consistent with the
government’s priorities relating
to national cultural develop-
ment, heritage preservation
and the economics of culture
and fine arts.

11. Compilation of Ancient
Inscriptions of Cambodia:

More than one thousand
ancient inscriptions engraved
on stone have been found in
Cambodia primarily relating to
the period between the 6th and
the 19th centuries. These
inscriptions constitute the prin-
cipal documentary source of
ancient and medieval Khmer
history, art, archaeology and
culture. At present, it is unclear
how many inscriptions have
been found and which ones
have been edited, translated or
interpreted. This situation
prompted UNESCO, in collabo-
ration with UNV/UNDP and
funding from the Government
of Japan, to launch a project
aiming to document systemati-
cally some of the inscriptions
found to date. Another objec-
tive of this project was to pro-
mote Cambodian academic
researchers in areas that
remain little explored by them
in the fields of Khmer history,
language, art, archaeology and
culture and to give them the
possibility of publishing their
work.

The project was finalised
in September 2002, when a
team of Cambodian researchers
finalised a 4-volume publication
of 2084 pages, with CD-ROMs,
involving the creation of ancient
Khmer fonts, computer tran-
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plines were
transmitted
for genera-
tions from
master to
mentor by
word of
mouth.
However,

A Pess release on a pudlication of Ancient Inscription of Ganbodi a

scription in ancient and modern
Khmer, Roman transliteration
and a bibliographic database.
For this work, 242 inscriptions
engraved in stone were select-
ed and transcribed.

The documentation cov-
ers detailed information about
each selected inscription includ-
ing the rubbings (estampage),
the transcription in the original
script, the transcription in mod-
ern Khmer script and the
transliteration in Roman script.
The computerised version of
documentation contains photo
images of the stone inscrip-
tions, its rubbing and the tem-
ples where they were originally
located. A limited number of
publications and computerised
database on CD-ROM was dis-
tributed to academic and
research institutions involved in
Khmer studies in Cambodia and
abroad.

B. Intangible cultural
heritage:

1. Rehabilitation of
Cambodian performing arts:

The Cambodian cultural
heritage is rich both in terms of
variety and quality. Based on
the limited documentation that
is available, it appears that
there are twenty-one forms of
Cambodian performing arts
comprising dance, music, the-
atre and circus. These disci-
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decades of
civil war
severely damaged the intangi-
ble heritage and caused a
breakdown of social values. The
Khmer Rouge regime, in partic-
ular, struck a terrible blow to
this process of continuity. It is
estimated that only 10% of
dancers and actors could be
traced after the collapse of the
regime and that many of the
dances and theatre forms were
lost forever.

A difficult process of
documenting techniques and
reviving lost forms started in
the 1980s, but is has only been
in the last years that the
strands of an integrated cultur-
al life have finally come togeth-
er under the auspices of the
Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts.

Cambodia has now the
expertise to facilitate the rebuil-
ding of performing arts, howev-
er, the major problem is that it
does not have the means.
Funding is essential to assist in
the re-building process, and
financial support has been
received from a number of
individuals, businesses, aid
organisations and philanthropic
foundations located in both
Cambodia and abroad. Ultima-
tely, however, only comprehen-
sive  government-sponsored
training programs can ensure
the longevity of Khmer Arts.

UNESCO is contributing
to this cultural revival by sup-

porting the efforts of the artists
belonging to the Royal Univer-
sity of Fine Arts and the
National Theatre troupe. In par-
ticular, in 2001-2002, UNESCO
has developed, with financial
support from the Japanese
Government, a project for the
rehabilitation of performing arts
comprised of the following com-
ponents:

1.1. The mentorship pro-
gramme: The objective of the
mentorship programme was to
assist in restoring cultural
understanding, awareness and
national pride to students not
involved in the performing arts,
and to re-introduce cultural
training into the curriculum of
public schools. Essentially the
Mentor Program attempted to
disseminate oral heritage for
the sake of public awareness.
The programme consisted of a
series of workshops focusing on
the various performing arts.
These events took place in var-
ious schools throughout Phnom
Penh and in nearby provinces.
The workshops took the form of
lectures and the dissemination
of articles, teaching manuals
and books, and included
demonstrations and excerpts of
performances. This programme
was carried out in five separate
phases and the number of par-
ticipants in each of the phases
averaged 1,500. All of the
workshops were documented
by video and camera, in the
hope that such material can be
used in the research and imple-
mentation of all projects relat-
ing to the performing arts and
the building of a curriculum for
Cambodian schools.

1.2. Revival of previously lost
performance forms: A major
component of the project was
designed to allow for “surviving
masters” of the performing arts
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About Cambodian performing arts

The source materials for Khmer classical dance were Hindu in
origin. The Mahabharata epic enjoys a strong position in the
repertory but the story that endured and which to this day
Cambodians find deeply moving, is the Reamker, the Khmer
version of the Ramayana and the staple diet of classical
culture. Commissioned by the early Angkorian kings, this moral
story charts Rama’s love for Sita and her abduction by the evil
King Ravana. It was during the latter days of the empire, when
the Khmer kings converted to Buddhism that the Jakata
(the lives of Boddhisatvas) assumed an important role in the
repertory. The form remained consistent: soloists on stage and
a chorus recanting the story off stage, accompanied by a ten
piece musical ensemble of wind, strings and percussion known
as the pinpeat. There are four typical roles: the male, the
female, the monkey and the giant. At the turn of the penulti-
mate century, only the monkey role was danced by men;
before that all roles were danced by women. But classical
dance represents only one of a multitude of different perform-
ance idioms. During the first half of the 20th century, the coun-
try boasted an astonishing variety of performance traditions,
with at least twenty other musical and theatrical forms, circus
and folk art, and ritualised and ceremonial dances connected to
religious as well as animist beliefs. By no means were all of
them ancient, with several popular forms coming into existence
in the early part of this century.

Source: Extracted from the Report on the Rehabilitation of Cambodian
Performing Arts Project (UNESCO/JFIT -553 CMB 70) written by Mr. Robert
Turnbull.

to oversee and re-assemble old
repertory pieces. This was
achieved by providing financial
support to dancers of all gener-
ations who joined together in
an attempt to revive endan-
gered forms of performance
and once popular dance dra-
mas. A research committee was
established to research and
create new scripts based on
original texts in collaboration
with fellow researchers and stu-
dents in relevant institutions.
After conducting the neces-
sary research, a culminating
performance was organised to
ensure that the newly revived
piece became part of the living
repertory. The project led to the
revival of two forms of theatre
(Lakhaon Kamnap and Lakhaon
Pramodhtei) and two folkloric
dances (Bousra Waterfall and
Skorl). The result of this sup-
port was that artists from both
the National Theatre and Royal
University of Fine Arts were
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able to learn new repertory and
push the limits of their tech-
nique and understanding
through new dance moves, ges-
tures and an unfamiliar musical
language.

1.3. Procurement of Profes-
sional Equipment: Professional
facilities and production stan-
dards that approach interna-
tional levels in scenery, lighting,
sound, costumes and make up
are required to ensure the
organisation of regular live
performances. For this reason,
part of the budget of the proj-
ect was allocated to improve
the lighting and sound systems
and the overall infrastructure of
the North Campus Theatre at
the Royal University of Fine
Arts. Additional support equip-
ment was also purchased for
the Royal University of Fine Arts
and the Research Committee of
the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts. The equipment purchased

by this project has made a
strong impression, as it has
greatly improved the technical
quality of live performances.

1.4. Production and Publication
of Teaching Manuals: The
objective of this component of
the project was to publish
teaching manuals that concen-
trate on very specific topics of
Cambodian culture, their histo-
ry and background. The books
were researched and produced
by the artists from the Faculties
of Folkloric Dance and Theatre
of the Royal University of Fine
Arts, in collaboration with the
Research Committee of the
Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts. Five books were published
as a result. In total, five educa-
tional publications were pro-
duced.

= The first publication, “Khmer
Salutation”, is a well-document-
ed research about the sam-
peah, the traditional sign of
salutation or mutual recogni-
tion.

= The second book, entitled
“The Art of Writing Khmer
Poetry, contains 53 different
forms of Khmer poetry.

. The third publication,
“Khmer Arts History”, contains
a comprehensive overview
about the origins and develop-
ment of Khmer arts and cul-
ture.

. The fourth publication,
“Golden ldeas of Literature”, is
the first of a series of books
with the aim of promoting
greater understanding in the
country about other artistic tra-
ditions and art forms.

= Finally, the fifth publication,
“The Famous Playwrights”,
examines the history of widely
known playwrights and can be
used tool for the design of new
performances.
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Traditional Khner Misic perforned by the Departnent of Rerforming Ats

These publications have
been distributed to the teachers
and students of the Royal
University of Fine Arts and to
artists of the National Theatre.
The books were also sent to
libraries as well as to schools
and universities, ministries and
relevant cultural institutions in
the country. With funding from
the UNESCO Regular Budget,
support was also provided for
the publication, in two volumes,
of a book entitled “The
Traditional Khmer Wedding”.
This book contains in-depth
information about the history
and the sophisticated rituals
around the traditional Khmer
wedding ceremony. UNESCO
also supported the publication
by the Ministry of Culture and
Fine Arts of a book about the
“Traditional Musical Instru-
ments of Cambodia” and is
working on the preparation of a
new book on the *“Cambodian
Folkloric Dance Angre”.

It can be concluded that
the major effect of this project
is perhaps the most difficult to
quantify, namely its regenera-
tive impact on the ‘soul’ of the
nation in its efforts to re-build
post-civil war society. Also, the
project has encouraged further
understanding and celebration
of cultural diversity in this age
of globalisation.
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As a follow-up of this
project, it would be recom-
mended that future efforts in
supporting the performing arts
focus on a greater collaboration
with educational institutions,
which would help expose
Cambodian artists to current
developments in international
theatre, provide travel opportu-
nities, and provide the right
milieu for cultural exchange.
Other initiatives could focus on
the improvement of language
skills and capacity training.
Evolution of the performing arts
is indeed essential, and learn-
ing about and appreciating the
old traditions of performance is
necessary so that artists are
encouraged to take risks with
new creative concepts and
forms of expression.

Moreover, as Cambodia
looks forward to recovering its
rightful place on the interna-
tional cultural stage. For this
reason, UNESCO is facilitating
and promoting collaboration
with international cultural and
educational institutions in order
to expose Cambodian artists to
current developments in inter-
national theatre, offer travel
opportunities and promote cul-
tural exchange. For instance,
UNESCO facilitated and provid-
ed technical and logistic sup-
port for a two-month tour of
classical and folkloric dance to

(Photo: National Theatre)

twelve cities in the United
States in 2001. It also made
possible that several
Cambodian artists took part in
various overseas seminars and
programmes, organised by
other institutions such as the
University of California in the
United States, the Singapore
Theatre School or the
University of Manila.

UNESCO also worked
with Visiting Arts for the pro-
duction of a Cambodian Arts
Directory, which is one of the
10 volumes making up Visiting
Arts’ new South East Asia

Regional Profile series. The aim
of this project of Visiting Arts is
to comprehensively document
the arts infrastructures of the
Asia Pacific region with a view
to facilitating creative cultural
collaboration and exchange.

A Scene of Bassac Theatre by the Departnent of
Ferforming Ats
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2. Inventory making and the
“Masterpieces of the oral
and intangible heritage of
humanity”:

Research and documen-
tation remain vital elements for
the revival and preservation of
Cambodian traditional and clas-
sical performing arts. In view of
this, UNESCO is providing sup-
port to the artists from the
National Theatre and the Royal
University of Fine Arts to
research and publish books,
films, videos, websites and CD-
Rom pertaining to important
cultural manifestations. The
main objective is to use these
materials as educational tools
for the young generation of
artists.

Once published, these
materials will be disseminated
in order to enable Cambodia to
reclaim its rightful place on the
international cultural stage.
Financial contribution and
equipment will be accorded to
further the process of docu-
mentation on the intangible
heritage within the framework
of promotion of inventory mak-
ing. UNESCO’s assistance will
also allow for the creation of a
badly needed directory of
Cambodian performing arts
highlighting all known forms of
music theatre and dance with
comprehensive sub-listings of
repertory within the forms,
including key artists currently
active and photographic
archives. In December 2002,
the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts, the Royal University of
Fine Arts and the National
Theatre set up a team of
researchers in collaboration
with UNESCO.

In parallel to these

activities, support is being pro-
vided to the Ministry of Culture
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and Fine Arts to make use of
UNESCO'’s international norma-

tive instruments and pro-
grammes for the promotion of
the Cambodian oral and intan-
gible heritage. In particular, in
2001, the Royal Government of
Cambodia expressed its wishes
to submit the candidature of
the Royal Ballet to the second
proclamation of “Masterpieces
of the oral and intangible her-
itage of humanity”, which con-
stitutes an international distinc-
tion on the value of specific
manifestations of this heritage.
The candidature file is com-
posed of different elements
such as description, justifica-
tion, a ten-year plan of action,
and a professional film. Along
the year 2002, a team of spe-
cialists, including persons from
the Ministry, the Royal
University of Fine Arts and the
Department of Performing Arts,
has been working regularly to
gather all necessary informa-
tion and prepare the candida-
ture file.

The candidature file was
officially by the Permanent
Delegation of the Kingdom of
Cambodia to UNESCO in
September 2002. Later on in
November, the Ministry has also

provided additional details on a
few elements. In the first half of
2003, international NGOs,
experts and a Jury will examine
the candidature, and Mr.
Koichiro Matsuura, the Director-
General of UNESCO will
announce on 26 July 2003
whether the Royal Ballet is pro-
claimed as “Masterpiece of the
oral and intangible heritage of
humanity”. The Cambodian
authorities would be then
expected, in co-operation with
UNESCO, to implement a ten-
year plan of action for the
preservation and promotion of
the Royal Ballet.

Cambodian representa-
tives are also being encouraged
by UNESCO to participate in rel-
evant standard-setting activi-
ties and events, at international
level, in the field of intangible
heritage. For instance, HRH
Princess Norodom Buppha Devi,
Minister of Culture and Fine
Arts, was invited to participate
at a two-day round table of
ministers of culture, chaired by
Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, UNESCO
Director-General, held around
the theme “Intangible Cultural
Heritage - Mirror of Cultural
Diversity”. At the close of this
conference, representatives of
110 countries, among them 72
culture ministers, adopted the
Istanbul Declaration undertak-
ing “to actively promote the
principles set out in the
UNESCO Universal Declaration
on Cultural Diversity”, adopted
in Paris in November 2001.

In the wake of the
Istanbul Declaration, an inter-
governmental expert on a pre-
liminary draft convention for
the safeguarding of intangible
heritage was held in Paris on
23-27 September 2002.
Professor Hang Soth, Director
General of Techniques for
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Culture from the Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts, partici-
pated as representative of the
Kingdom of Cambodia at this
meeting.

3. Festival of Children’s Art

2000-2002:

Since 1990, the
Mitsubishi Public Affairs
Committee, the Asia-Pacific

Federation of UNESCO Clubs
and Associations and the
National Federation of UNESCO
Associations in Japan (NFUAJ)
have been organising the
Festival of Asian Children’s Art.
This Festival aims to develop
artistic creativity, contribute to
the promotion of Education for
All and mutual understanding.
The programme was first
launched in 1991-1992 and 900
students participated. A second
and third edition were organ-
ised in 1995-1996 (with 1,100
students participating) and
1998-1999 (with 2,559 partici-
pants) respectively.

In the framework of the
fourth edition, the National
Commission for UNESCO and
the UNESCO Office in Phnom
Penh collected 5,000 artworks
from 7 provinces in Cambodia.
After all the paintings had been
received, a committee of
judges was established com-
prising 3 artists and 1 Khmer
language teacher in order to
study them and select 10 candi-
dates for a further evaluation
by an international committee
in Japan. At the same time, the
committee of judges also
selected 10 additional candi-
dates to participate in a nation-
al Prize Giving Ceremony. The
Cambodian winner, a 12 year-
old boy from Phnom Penh, was
invited to participate in the
awarding and cultural exchange
ceremony in Tokyo (Japan) in
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August 2002. In total, 2,621
children participated in the
2000-2002 edition of this
Festival.

4. Craft as window for job
opportunity for poor youth:

This two-year cross-
cutting project, which com-
bines cultural and educa-
tional approaches, is aimed
at providing opportunity for
out-of-school youth to
receive non-formal educa-
tion and to practice craft-
work as a way of income
generation. Another objec-
tive of the project is to pro-
mote artistic creativity.

The main activities of
the project include providing
second level literacy to one
hundred youth and conduct
training of basketry to those
one hundred youth. The
trainees will also learn skills on
running small business, mar-
keting and promotion. An exhi-
bition, to be held in 2003 before
the end of the project, is
planned to promote the product
to tourists and craft interested
people. The locations of the
project are in Roka village, and
Preahdak village in Banteay
Srey district Siem Reap
province, which constitutes one

Rwrard '::'-Hl'ﬂ'!'rlL' o
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A artwork of a participant to the 2000-2002
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of the tourist hotspots in
Cambodia.

The main partner for the
implementation of the project
activities will be the Siem Reap
Provincial Education Office,
which works in partnership with
a local NGO. In 2002, the main
activities were the identification
of project location, target
groups, type of crafts to be
developed and project counter-
parts. The implementation
phase of this project is being
conducted in 2003.
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SOCIETY FOR ALL

A. The Cambodia Com-
munication Institute:

After more than twenty
years of civil strife and interna-
tional isolation, the mainstream
communications infrastructures
were severely affected and the
country lost the majority of its
skilled personnel, especially
educated mid-level profession-
als and technicians. Set up in
1994 as the first media-training
centre in the nation, the
Cambodia Communication
Institute (CCI), a common proj-
ect of UNESCO, the Royal
Government and DANIDA,
intends to assist in the recon-
struction and development of
the communication sector. The
main objectives of the CCI are
the following:

= To develop the CCI into a
professionally equipped and
staffed media training institu-
tion through a close co-ordina-
tion of international and nation-
al efforts.

= To run a programme of train-
ing of trainers, and skills-based
training courses for print, radio,
television and other media pro-
fessionals and technicians.

= To organise workshops and
seminars relevant to mass
media and communication.

= To develop a strategy for the
training of Cambodian media
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professionals and technicians in
co-operation with the University
of Phnom Penh and the Ministry
of Education, Youth and Sports
in view of awarding an accredi-
tation to the participants in the
courses.

= To encourage the establish-
ment of closer links to other
journalism training institutions
in Asia and the rest of the
world.

It can be concluded that
the CCI has made lately signifi-
cant progress in terms of credi-
bility and operational activities.
Over the last years, the CCI has
managed to establish a core
group of local trainers and
resource people, which is now
known for its competence by
the media community as well as
by other international partners.
Among the local resource peo-
ple are Khmer and foreign jour-
nalists working with Cambodian
newspapers and international
wire services such as Cambodia
Daily, the Phnom Penh Post, the
Associated Press, AFP, the
Radio of Free Asia and Raskmei
Kampuchea, the largest local
daily newspaper in Cambodia.

The Institute has also
agreed on a number of collabo-
ration programmes with the
Royal University of Phnom
Penh, the Women’s Media

Centre (a local NGO/service
provider), and regional training
organisations, such as the
Asian Media Information and
Communication Centre (AMIC)
and the Asia Pacific Institute of
Broadcasting Development
(AIBD). The training pro-
grammes conducted by the CCI
received large funding from the
Freedom Forum and very signif-
icant support in terms of
resource trainers from IMPACS.
The  “Knight International
Fellowship Programme” also
offered a resource person to
help CCI with training, while the
Australian Volunteers Overseas
Organisation provided a full-
time expatriate trainer for one
year. In addition, the Institute
has set up a comprehensive
reference library for journalists
with online access to knowledge
resources from the Internet.
These resources are being used
by an increasing number of
users. The main activities con-
ducted by the CCI in 2001-2002
were the following:

1. Short-term training
courses:
From January to

December 2001, the CCI con-
ducted 28 short-term skill-
based training workshops or
seminars ranging from one to
two weeks of duration. In total,
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403 trainees participated in
these courses. The main topics
were the following: Internet
information, computer literacy,
public affairs reporting, court
reporting, sport reporting,
political reporting, reporting on
National Assembly meetings,
business journalism, photo-
journalism, editorial writing,
environmental reporting, and a
series of courses on election
reporting in view of the first
Communal Elections held in the
country.

In 2002, the CCI organ-
ised 14 short-term courses,
including the following topics:
Internet information, profile
writing, social issues reporting,
environmental reporting,
advance reporting, role and
responsibilities of media in pre-
vention against child trafficking,
radio journalism, and training
of trainers on election report-
ing. In total, 246 trainees par-
ticipated in courses organised
throughout 2002. The CClI’s
training activities for 2002 were
quantitatively less impressive
compared with the previous
years due to the fact that so
much time was spent on the
arrangement for the Institute to
be relocated to a new com-
pound within the Royal
University of Phnom Penh.

The vast majority of par-
ticipants attending the training
courses/workshops were pro-
fessional journalists. The cours-
es were also attended by a
small number of information
officers of NGOs and Govern-
ment ministries and agencies.
2. One-year Certificate
Programme:

In January 2000, the

CCl had started its first long-
term course called “The One-
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Year Journalism Certificate
Programme”. This one-year
long programme was success-
fully extended in 2001 and
2002.

The training programme
consisted of two daily classes of
20 participants each, one in the
morning (from 7 to 9 a.m.) and
one in the afternoon (from 4 to
6 p.m.). Participants were only
admitted to the course after
passing an entry exam and
after paying, on experimental
basis, a tuition fee.

The curriculum included
various courses: The funda-
mentals of news reporting, fea-
ture writing, Khmer writing
style, editing, the role of com-
munication in society, commu-
nity newspapers and communi-
ty radios. This curriculum had
been developed in 2001 with
the assistance of the Manila-
based Asian Institute of
Journalism. The programme
was jointly taught by trainers
from the CCI, lecturers of the
Royal University of Phnom
Penh, media professional, sev-

CCI supports female trainees

“When I first came to the CCI as a student in the One-year
Journalism Certificate Programme, | lacked the confidence
that I needed to work as a professional journalist. I felt
unsure of reporting abilities, and | suspected that my
instructors and fellow students also questioned my jour-
nalism skills. At that time, my editor at the Samleng
Sathrey Khmer, or Khmer Women’s Voice Magazine, only
assigned me to do menial jobs and to accompany other
reports to the field. Back in the office, I would sit at a
computer typing the stories for the magazine as simply as
a volunteer without a secure future.

However, things have changed. After a few months of
training at CCI, my editor asked me to write a story about
a female silversmith in Kampong Luong commune in
Kandal province. For me it was a chance to take advan-
tage of my newfound skills. Although the story was not
perfect, I felt very proud to see my article published in the
magazine for the first time. Both the editor and the direc-
tor of the organisation congratulated me on my work. It
was a real confidence booster for me and led me to
change jobs from what | considered to be a servant posi-
tion to working as full-time reporter for the magazine. |
have since travelled throughout the country to write sto-
ries and conduct interviews. Most of my stories deal with
the lives of women and their work. My favourite story that
I have written, entitled ‘Life and Hope’, dealt with a crip-
pled woman who became a successful dressmaker
through training at an NGO”.

By Ms. Prum Socheath, Trainee at the CCI (Extracted from the
CCI Newsletter, June 2001).
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Trainees of the Qne-Year Rrogranme on a provincia work as part of
their lesson on Feature Witirg

eral international guest speak-
ers and representatives from
civil society organisations.

The third intake of forty
journalist trainees of the one
year course finished early in
February 2003 with thirty two
fully graduated and the rest to
be completed in the following
year’s programme according to
the requirement. The new one,
the fourth intake for the year
2003-2004 started at the same
time in February 2003.

3. Significant institutional
developments:

An agreement with the
Royal Government was reached
in 2001 for a new affiliation for
the CCI and its relocation with-
in the Royal University Phnom
Penh (RUPP). As a result of this
move, the training programmes
provided by the CCI will be
integrated into the National
Higher Education Framework.
The cost for the relocation of
CCl at the University, including
the construction of a new build-
ing, has been over USD 60,000.
This amount will be entirely
covered by the donor and
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UNESCO. The con-
struction work of
the building was
completed in 2002.

Following the
move of the CCI to
the University, its
information
resource centre has
been expanded by a
dozen computers
connected to
Internet. This will
enable the CCI to
respond to increas-
ing demand of
media professionals
and the University
students. It is also
planned to set up a
CCl/University Radio, which will
be based on the existing audio
facilities. This will serve a dual
purpose, to be used as a practi-
cal tool for training and as a
source of income to support the
sustainability of CCIl especially
after the termination of the
project and its hand over to the
University. Television training
facilities and equipment will
also be needed to promote
more audio-visual training and
to generate an extra income in
the future.

4. Support for high-profile
workshops:

The CCI continues to
support a number of high-pro-
file workshops and ceremonies
on media development. In
order to commemorate the
2001 World Press Freedom Day,
the CCI/UNESCO gave support
to the South East Asian Press
Alliance (SEAPA) for the organ-
isation of a regional conference
on press freedom. The confer-
ence, which was attended by
around 200 people, had the
active participation of the Royal
Government, civil  society

organisations, media profes-
sionals and the international
community in Cambodia. The
local hosts were three journalist
associations: the League of
Cambodian Journalists, the
Association for the Protection of
Journalists and the Independent
Journalists Union. This event
had a significant impact on both
the media community and
authorities. UNESCO was also
associated to the celebration of
the 2002 World Press Freedom
Day, organised by Cambodian
local journalists’ associations.

5. Publication and
Development of Media
Manuals:

Besides a regular

newsletter, the Institute pro-
duces a number of manuals and
materials in vernacular lan-
guage. The materials, adapted
to the Cambodian context, are
being distributed among jour-
nalists and media experts. This
includes a volume of a
“Journalism Handbook”, which
is a translation into Khmer of a
three-part comprehensive man-
ual on journalism.

B. Supporting the deve-
Iopment of the Infor-
mation and Communi-
cation Technologies
sector iIn Cambodia:

Our societies are evolv-
ing fast as a result of the tech-
nological revolution of our age.
The Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT) favour an increased and
more balanced dissemination of
all kinds of information, and
therefore contribute to the
advancement of societies.
These new technologies can
also contribute in a significant
manner to the empowering of
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the most disadvantaged sectors
of society and to improve the
quality of education. ICTs are
increasingly being used in for-
mal and non-formal education
programmes and as a means to
strengthen the professional
development of teacher train-
ers, teachers and non-formal
education facilitators. In this
context, the Royal Government
is willing to respond effectively
to the crucial world-wide chal-
lenge raised by the information
technology revolution of our
age. To this end, the
Government established in mid-
2000 a National Authority -
NiDA - responsible for the
development of ICTs in
Cambodia.

UNESCO (through its
Offices in Phnom Penh, Jakarta
and Bangkok) and UNDP sup-
ported the organisation by NiDA
of an Information and
Technology (IT) Awareness
Seminar, which was held on 11-
13 September 2001. The semi-
nar was presided over by H.E.

Samdech Hun Sen, Prime
Minister of the Royal
Government. Support from
Thailand, Korea, Japan,

Singapore and other interests
were generated. Private sector
interest and involvement
increased during the planning
period until there was a very
enthusiastic participation in a
high profile IT Exhibition staged
by IT and Telecom providers
associated with the seminar, a
number of Seminar addresses
from private industry represen-
tatives. In parallel to the work-
shop, UNESCO successfully
organised the import of 350
computers from Hong Kong to
Cambodia, for distribution to
the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports, NIiDA and the
Cambodia Institution of
Engineering.
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The challenge and benefits of the ICT
revolution for Cambodia

“In the long run, key factors of production will shift from land and
natural resources to information, knowledge and innovation
embodied in Cambodia’s human capital. In other words, knowl-
edge, skills and expertise of the Cambodian people will become
increasingly crucial to the country’s future economic growth.
Extensive economic growth and development will be gradually
giving way to intensive economic growth. This type of growth
requires more added values from ideas and innovation.
Cambodia should not be marginalised from the development of
human civilisation. Thus, the Royal Government of Cambodia has
endeavoured to promote the use of modern technology in
Cambodia’s e-mail systems to enable the country to respond to
the current needs in all sectors, especially to the development of
e-commerce.

However, the government’s top priority is to use IT to serve and
to meet the day-to-day needs of the people. IT should become
as an efficient means for the public to exercise their rights to get
information related to the decisions made by the government
and the conduct of government business in accordance with the
principles of transparency and good governance. In the long run,
the introduction of decentralisation and deconcentration as part
of the government’s administrative reform efforts will require the
increasing use of IT to link the communes and local communities
with Phnom Penh with a view to promoting efficient management
and facilitating timely exchange of necessary information. Thus,
from the point of view of the political and administrative aspects,
IT will help strengthen democracy, ensure transparency, pro-
mote good governance in government and community business-
es. With regard to the economic and social aspect, IT will
improve major public service delivery to the local people and
allow them to monitor and receive regularly and timely all kinds
of information, especially the necessary information about the
markets, which will facilitate their economic decision making”.

By Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Royal Government of
Cambodia, at the IT Awareness Seminar (Phnom Penh, 11-13
September 2001).

As a follow-up to the of national IT policy and for the

workshop, UNESCO and UNDP
are providing support for the
institutional design and capaci-
ty of NiDA, for the development

strengthening of education in IT
at University level and at
schools level.
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FOR UNESCO

The Cambodian National
Commission for UNESCO is the
main counterpart of the
UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh.
Since its creation in 1997, the
National Commission has been
the institution responsible for
structuring the multi-faceted
contacts that UNESCO keeps
with civil society and national
authorities. The National
Commission is therefore the
focal point for the implementa-
tion of many UNESCO activities
in the country.

In Cambodia, the
National Commission includes
representatives from the
Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports, Culture and Fine
Arts, and Information. The
Cambodian National Commis-
sion is chaired by H.E. Mr. Sok
An, Senior Minister in charge of
the Council of Ministers. The

Cambodian National

for UNESCO

Deputy Chair is H.E. Ms. Sun
Saphoeun, Under-Secretary of
State, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Co-
operation. The  Secretary-
General of the National
Commission is Ms. Tan Theany
and its Deputy-General is Mr.
Yos Eang. The Cambodian
National Commission for
UNESCO initiates and partici-
pates in many projects and
activities of UNESCO in
Cambodia, such as:

= The monitoring of the imple-
mentation of projects funded
under the UNESCO
“Participation Programme”.
These projects are directly exe-
cuted by different Ministries
and government agencies, such
as the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports, the Ministry
of Culture and Fine Arts, the
APSARA Authority or the

Commission

# 74, Preah Sihanouk Boulevard
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel. & Fax: (855-23) 210 369

E-mail:
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Ministry of Environment.

=  The National Commission for
UNESCO acts as a focal point
for the World Heritage process
in Cambodia, including the
request for nomination of sites
and the subsequent submission
to the World Heritage Centre of
the national tentative list of
Cambodia. Upon finalisation,
this list will identify the priori-
ties of the Royal Government of
Cambodia in the field of the
safeguarding and enhancement
of their cultural and natural

Noch Sananak, the Canbodi an G and Prix
Wimer o the Festivd o AsianChildren’ s At
2000- 2002
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heritage. It is worth noting that
Cambodia made in 2002 an
official request for the inscrip-
tion of the temples of Preah
Vihear and Banteay Chmar into
the World Heritage List. The
National Commission for
UNESCO also submitted to the
World Heritage Centre in
December 2002 an official
request of assistance from
UNESCO for the updating of the
natural sites within the national
tentative list of Cambodia.

= |In close co-operation with
the Ministry of Culture and Fine
Arts, the National Commission
for UNESCO facilitates the work
for the reinforcement of the
existing legal framework in the
field of the protection of cultur-
al heritage. This includes the
preparation of the Sub-decree
of implementation of the 1996
Law on the Protection of
Cultural Heritage and the ratifi-
cation of the 1995 UNIDROIT
Convention on Stolen or
lllegally Exported Cultural
Objects. This international
instrument complements the
1970 UNESCO Convention on
the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the lllicit Import,
Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property.

= In close partnership with the
UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh,
the Cambodian National
Commission for UNESCO partic-
ipates in the organisation of
various conferences, seminars
and workshops in the various
fields of competence of the
Organisation, including the
11th session of the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee
for Promoting the Return of
Cultural Property to its
Countries of Origin or its
Restitution in Case of lllicit

UNESCO Phnom Penh O fice 2001 and 2002

Ms. Ten Theany, CAMNAC Secretary General, took photograph with Indonesian ASP students who pef or ned
Dance to celebrate the Asia and the Pacific Qonsultative Meting held in Jakarta, 24-27 June 2002

Appropriation (Phnom Penh, 6-
9 March 2001). Among other
events in 2002, the National
Commission for UNESCO facili-
tated a National Conference on
ECCE Policy and Co-ordination
for High Level Inter-Ministerial
Group that took place on 28-29
October 2002 in Phnom Penh.

" The Cambodian National
Commission for UNESCO also
contributes to the implementa-
tion of specific activities in part-
nership with UNESCO, such as
the Festival of Asian Children’s
Art, 2000-2002.
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PARTNERSHIPS
AND AID CO-ORDINATION

The main iInterest of development agencies iIs to make sure that the asslis-
tance provided for a recipient country has a real iImpact and lead to an
improvement of the standard of living of its citizens. In order to strengthen
aid coherence and effectiveness, there Is a need for further co-operation and
co-ordination among the different donors under the Ileadership of the
Government. This Is why UNESCO iIs working In strong partnership with Iine
ministries of the Cambodian Government, other UN agencies, development
banks, bilateral donors and local and iInternational NGOs.

1. Co-operation with other
UN Agencies: The United
Nations Resident Co-ordina-
tion System (RCS):

The UN agencies in the
country have a long tradition of
working together. The principal
mechanism for collaboration
between them is the Resident
Co-ordination System (RCS) led
by Ms. Dominique Ait-Ouyahia
McAdams, UN Resident Co-ordi-
nator, who is also the UNDP
Resident Representative. The
partnership among the UN
agencies has been further
reinforced since the adoption of
the UNDAF (United Nations
Development Assistance Frame
work) for the period 2001-
2005. This is a strategic plan-
ning and collaborative program-
ming framework that led to
identification of priorities for
the United Nations actions in
Cambodia. The UNDAF has
been designed in a way to bring
greater coherence, collabora-
tion and effectiveness to the
United Nations development
efforts. UNESCO fully co-partic-
ipated in the design of the
UNDAF and is an active mem-
ber of the UNDAF Monitoring
Working Group, which reviews
the collaborative efforts of the
UN agencies working in
Cambodia.
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In order to ensure a
more co-ordinated UN pro-
gramming, a number of mecha-
nisms have been put in place
and joint activities are being
carried out. This includes a
monthly UN Heads of Agency
meeting, while a series of
Theme Groups are operational
within the framework of the
United Nations Country Team
(UNCT). For instance, a UN
Theme Group on HIV/AIDS
meets regularly in order to
co-ordinate existing activities
and to improve information
and communication exchange
among the UN agencies on HIV-
related activities. Since March
2001, the UNESCO Represen-
tative in Cambodia acts as Vice-
Chairman of this UN Theme
Group. The UNESCO Office in
Phnom Penh also regularly par-
ticipates and contributes to the
work of the UN Them Group on
Poverty Reduction and the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGSs), which aims to co-ordi-
nate the UN response in sup-
port of the national to achieve
the MDGs and eradicate
extreme poverty.

The Office participates in
inter-agency workshops to
mainstream human rights into
the activities of the UN system
organisations, training work-
shops and vyearly retreats.

UNESCO also contributed to the
preparation of the first Report
on the MDGs in Cambodia and
contributed to the MDG nation-
al awareness campaign. More-
over, it is now expected that
UNESCO, will execute a UNDP
SPPD for the assessment on the
progress on the MDG number 2
dealing with access to basic
education.

2. Design of pro-poor edu-
cational policies with other
UN stakeholders:

In strong partnership
with other UN agencies and
donors, UNESCO contributes to
the formulation, implementa-
tion and monitoring of relevant
sectoral and inter-sectoral
plans, such as the National
Education For All Plan 2003-
2015, the Annual Education
Sector Support Programme
(ESSP) Review and the National
Poverty Reduction Strategy
(NPRS).

In particular, UNESCO
chairs the Education Sub-
Working Group of Donors
(ESWG), which meets regularly
to facilitate discussion and
agreement among donors and
government on pro-poor educa-
tion policy, strategy and pro-
gramme priorities and targets,
and to co-ordinate the donor
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1 QC Technical Gonmittee neeting

inputs to the various planning
processes. The ESWG compris-
es relevant UN agencies (i.e.
UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP,
UNFPA, WFP, and COHCHR),

development banks (i.e. the
World Bank and ADB),
bilateral/multilateral  donors

(i.e. AusAID, JICA, Belgium
Co-operation Agency, Germany,
France, Canada, SIDA,
European Commission Delega-
tion), and NGO Education
Partnership.

As a means to assist in
the long-term policy planning
within the education sector,
UNESCO works closely with
UNICEF to support a National
EFA Plan of Action for the peri-
od 2002-2015. UNESCO is also
working in partnership with
UNICEF to provide an integrat-
ed support to the Interdepart-
mental Committee on HIV/AIDS
of the Ministry of Education.

3. Co-operation with devel-
opment banks:

Together with other
partners, and particularly with
the World Bank, UNESCO has

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002

contributed to the development
of the National Poverty
Reduction Strategy and provid-
ed support to the General
Secretariat for the Council of
Social Development (GSCSD),
which is the leading govern-
mental agency for the Poverty
Reduction Strategy process.

UNESCO is also working

with the ADB and other part-
ners, such as UNDP and FAO, in
the development of a new inte-
grated “Tonle Sap Environ men-
tal Management Project”, with
the objective of ensuring the
sustainable management and
conservation of natural
resources and biodiversity in
the Tonle Sap Biosphere
Reserve.

4. Co-operation with Non-
Governmental and Civil
Society Organisations:

UNESCO has established
important co-operative rela-
tions with a number of NGOs
working in its fields of compe-
tence, particularly in education,
culture and communication. In
particular, in the field of
Education, UNESCO actively co-
operates and networks with
international and local NGOs in
a variety of forums, namely:

L] Adult Education Sector
Group, which discusses issues
related to education for adults

Menber of the Board of Trustees of the FreedomForum a US - based Foundation dedecated to freedom of
the press an one of the nain funding sources to nedi a devel opnent projects in Gaodia, visit to Gd’ s
library which is funded by their Foundation

61

(Photo: Q3)



and children. The working
group has also a literacy
resource centre.

L] Children with Disabilities
Committee, which focuses on
community work, rehabilitation
and education for disabled chil-
dren.

" Children Welfare Group,
which deals with issues of chil-
dren at risk, such as education,
trafficking, sexual exploitation
and HIV/AIDS.

" EDUCAM, a forum for
exchange of experiences and
information in the field of edu-
cation, focusing mainly on the
formal education sector. A
monthly meeting is organised
and attended by NGOs, donors
and other international agen-
cies.

UNESCO is also working
closely with NGOs on activities
for the prevention of HIV/AIDS
and care of patients infected
the disease. As example,
UNESCO has carried out, in co-
operation with the Cambodian
Red Cross, peer education
activities at university level,
mobilising students as promot-
ers of safe sex behaviours.

In the field of Culture,
UNESCO has a strong partner-
ship with the International
Council of Museums (ICOM) in
activities relating to the illicit
traffic of cultural property and
the restitution of stolen objects
from Cambodia. Experts from
various international agencies
assist UNESCO to monitor and
evaluate the different projects
carried out in the framework of
the International Co-ordinating
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Committee for the Safeguar-
ding and Development of the
Historic Site of Angkor (ICC).

In the sector of commu-
nication, CCI/UNESCO work in
strong partnership with civil
society organisations and
media professionals. One good
example was the Press
Freedom Forum organised in
co-operation with the South
East Asian Press Alliance
(SEAPA) in order to celebrate
the 2001 World Press Freedom
Day. The local hosts of this
event were three national jour-
nalist associations: the League
of Cambodian Journalists, the
Association for the Protection of
Journalists and the Indepen-
dent Journalists Union.
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2nd National Gonference on HVV AICS in Canbodi a,
2 Decenber 2002
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PUBLICATIONS

The UNESCO Office in
Phnom Penh has produced a
number of publications in 2001
and 2002. The Office has con-
tinued to support the Ministry
of Education, Youth and Sports
for the publication of surveys
and reports, textbooks and pro-
motional materials.

In the field of culture,
UNESCO supports the publica-
tion of written documentation
on various forms of music,
dance and theatre. Several
educational manuals have been
produced and distributed
among the artists of the
National Theatre and students
of the Royal University of Fine
Arts, namely Khmer Saluta-
tion”, “The Art of Writing Khmer
Poetry, “Khmer Arts History”,

“Golden Ideas of Literature”
and “The Famous Playwrights”.
After years of scientific resear
ch, UNESCO also published in
2002, a 4-volume publication of
2084 pages with CD-ROMs on
“Ancient Inscriptions In
Cambodia”.

In the field of communi-
cation, besides a regular
newsletter, the Cambodia
Communication Institute pro-
duces a number of manuals and
materials in Khmer language.
Since 1999, the UNESCO Office
in Phnom Penh also periodically
issues a press review, which
contains the most relevant arti-
cles about UNESCO activities
appearing in national and
regional press.

&

mrogagpinefe
=iy
KHMER SALUTATHON

Jusdsingier

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002

63



(ezléme Comite Technique

64 UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002



LNESCO Office
it Fhivenmr Feniy

Erina - b g
By, ¢

65

UNESCO Phnom Penh Of fice 2001 and 2002



UNESCO OFFICE IN

PHNOM PENH: PRACTICAL

INFORMATION

1 Address and Contact Nunbers:

UNESCO O fi ce i n Phnom Penh:

P.Q Box 29, # 38 Sandech Sothearos B vd.
Phnom Penh, Canbodi a

Tel.: (85-23) 217 244 | 426 726

Fax: (855-23) 426 163 / 217 022

E-mai | : phnonpenh@nesco. or g

2. Gficia working hours:

7:30-12: 00 and 13:30 to 17:00, fromNhbnday to Fiday.
3 Saf of the Gfice (as of 1 April 2003):

Representative and Head of the Gfice:
M. Eienne G énent

Bureau of the Head of the Gfice:
Ms. Tey Sanbo

M. Kong Kongkea

M. Keo Sokhawat h

M. Asier Segurola

M. Nerea Bl bat ua

Adnini stration, naintenance and security:
Sonam Yont en
Khun Khuon
Kong Savbot

. B Kong

bng Sophal
ImSa Geum

. Duch Thal

Qum Sanoeun
Lhg Ki m Heng
Keo Sopheap
Lhg Ki m Hong
. Sk Mlin

. Va Vuy

. Trang Sophai

$55355535353%%

4. Project staff directly supported by UNESCQ

Project on Sreet (hildren and Vul nerabl e Yout h:
M. Sue Fox, Team Leader
M. Bou Noeun, Rrgject Assistant

M. KmSovannara, Project Assistant
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Education Lhit:

M. Spote Rasertsri
M. Leena Kuorel ahti
M. Tan Don

M. Suos Chant hul
M. Nang Ravuth

Qilture Lhit:

M . Teruo Jinna

Ms. Laurence Mnnin
M. Keo Sereineath
M. KimSovann Fhal ly
M. Mn Pach Vuthy

World Heritage Uhit:
M. Tanara Tenaishvili
M Kat heryn Bennet t
M. Juien Ginhut

M. BEmko S ock

M. SmRthy

Joi nt UNESCO UN CEF project on HV A DS

preventive education:
M. Fabrice Laurentin, Prgect Mnager
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I CT for Education For Al: Early Childhood and Famly Educati on:
M. Mrylyn Jeffreys, UNV UNESGO Gonsul tant M. ImSmO, Rgect Fecilitator
M. Fong Sorin, ICT Trane Anal yst

Assistance to the Mnistry of Qlture and Fne Ats:

Canbodi a Communi cation Institute: M. Fed Funberg, Gonsultant, Rerforning Ats
M. Sk Borisoth, Nati_onal Pr_ogranme Oficer M. Julie Chenot, UNV UNESCO Gonsul tant in
M. Heng Sothavy, Rgett Assistant support of the Ninistry of Giture and Fine Ats

UNV UNESQO proj ect for communi ty-based cul tural
heritage devel opnent (academc year 2001-2002):
M. PromChak, National WV

T

o ect of assistance to the Royal Lhiversity of FHne Ats:

. Long Seam Lecturer of Linguistics

Phong Tan, Lecturer of B hnol ogy

. Daryl @lins, Lecturer o At Hstoy

. Dougald Qeilly, Lecturer of Rysicd Anthropol ogy

Mchael Vickery, Lecturer of Ganbodian Hstory

. Tiev Vinno, Lecturer of Theory and Practice of Achitecture
. Sth Vantha, Lecturer of Theory and V@rkshop

. Bou Sophoan, Lecturer of Theory and V@rkshop

. Uhg Snaro, Lecturer of Theory and V@rkshop

. Pak Sothy, Lecturer of Gnstruction and Sructure

. Var Mrin, Lecturer of Theory and Gonservation

Sareth Borany, Lecturer of Theory and Vdérkshop

Chea Sam Ath, Lecturer of Theory and V@rkshop

Prak Beaut havy, Lecturer of Theory and Vdérkshop

Sk Sophyna, Lecturer of Theory and Vérkshop

Lek Sareth, Lecturer of Gnputer Skill

Fheng Syitha, Lecturer of Re-histoy

Hch Keo, Lecturer of Khner Ats

EmBuntha, Lecturer of Anthropol ogy

Meng Heang, Lecturer of Theory and Vérkshop

Pen Sophal, Lecturer of Theory and Veérkshop

. Seng Soth, Lecturer of Qutural Heritage Minagenent

. Tuy Chan Thourn, Lecturer of Archaeol ogy

Frince Ssovath Kulachad, National Advisor

. Hr Lat, Ntiod Advisor

Wch Kangkerya Peakdey, Teaching Assistant of Vrld Hstory
Chan Tg Teaching Assistant of Fhysica Anthropol ogy
Peou Sokna, Teaching Assistant of Theory and Vérkshop
Prum Kunt hea, Teaching Assistant of Landscape

Eam Sokun, Teaching Assistant of Theory and V@rkshop
Phon Sommea, Teaching Assistant of Theory and V@rkshop
. Tes Sothy, Teaching Assistant of Buddhist At Hstory

Mam Vannary, Teaching Assistant of Khner Hstory

Yiv Seng Vansay, Teachi ng Assistant of Lingustics

. Kong Kosal, Teaching Assistant of Nbdern of Achitecture
. KmSokunthearith, Teaching Assistant of Theory and Vdrkshop
. Sk Rano, Librarian

d SS5FSIFIFSSFSSITSSSSIITFFSSIITIISSIIFE

onl e Sap B osphere Reserve Secretariat:
. Neou Bonheur, Pernanent Deputy Secretary
Y Lavy, Natural Resources and Protected Areas Managenent Speci al i st
. Hong Charmman, O nithal ogi st
. Long Kheng, B d ogi st
. Keo Veasna, G'S and nappi ng Speci al i st
. Kong Vannak, Prek Toal research station supervisor
M, Sakhon Pory, Infornation Specidist
M. You Leng, Speed-boat driver of the Prek Toa research station

EQE GG
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LIST OF SOME VISITORS RECEIVED BY
THE REPRESENTATIVE OF UNESCO IN CAMBODIA
IN 2001-2002

ABDULRMHM H, M.; Ninstry of Eucation

of Ml aysi a

AFFELTRANGCER B., M.; Gmwsutant, Dsaster
Mtigation and Gover nance

AHRENS, L., Ms.; NEP

A T- OUYAH AMADANE, D, M.; WN Resident
@-ordi nator

AARON M M.; Dvisions of Basic <ciences
and Engi neering

ALFSEN- NCRCDOV] C., Ms.; UNESCQO Col unbi a
W versity

ACBH MA, Y., M.; WUNESQO Jakarta

APADY K, M. SDA

ARA, C, M.; NAA]

ARSENAULT, LG, M.; IN(&

ASAH, M.; Ninstry of Foregn Afars o Japan
ASKERUD, P., M; nsultant, Book Devel opnent
BAGG L., M.; &EO

BANEZ, R, Ms.; UV

BERNARD, A, M.; Educati on Gonsul tant
BESCHAOUCH, A M, Adviser, Sctar for Qlture
UNESQO Pari s

BRAYA M M.; Dvision of Gltural Heritage,
UNESQO Pari s

BRI DGEWATER P., M.; Dr., Dvision of Eed ag cd
Sci ences, UNESQO Pari s

BRI TAN J., M.; UNDP Phnom Penh

BROMW B.; M.; UNDP/ UNCPS

BRIGUER B, M.;

BURNHAV B., Ms.; World Monunents Fund
BYENKYA-ABNOOLI, L., M.; UNDP Phnom Penh
CAMPEN R, M.; W\

CAVI NGTON R, M.; Sithsoni an Mgazi ne
CHANDRAN, R, M.; UNDP Phnom Penh
CHEASCPHARA, HE, M., Gvernor of Phnom
Penh

CHEASCPHORN, HE M.; GQuuil o Nnisters
HKARAISH, J., M. JQA

CHKORN SOPHEAP, M.; Mnicipaity of Phnom
Penh

CHR STENSENDUMAS, K ; Ms. Dvision of
-operation wth Extra-budgetary Sources,
UNESQO Pari s

CHU SRI AKEE, M., Inerdiad Institue far
Satistics Mntreal

QALINS D, M.; Lecturer, Ryad Uiversity of
Fre Ats

CONDOM NAS, G, M.; Gair Ehndoge &
Socidogie de |’ Asie du Sud-EBst BRE

AN\, C, M.; Gnsultant, Education
QUEAN C, M.; dnena / Docunentary Roduck
RAG R, M.; Eucation Donor -ordination
Advi sor

DABZAC X, M. Alisar tothe Resident of

the Ntiona Assenbly
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D' HONDT, M.; Bdgen Technica -operation
DALL' ARGCIA A M.; ECDeegation

CE KON NXX, H; Researcher

DE VALENSART, L, M.; Bldgan G-operation
DEGUCH , T., M.; Internationd Wonen Education
Associ ation of Japan

DEVAUX, A M.; BddumTechnical -operation
DAIN T., M; Ats Drectory R g ect
DOMVBENACHCHC G Ms.; Social and Human
Sciences Sector. UNESQO Pari s

DORDAIN D, M.; Fench Eiassy

DURAND, R, M. ; UNESQO Hanoi

ENG SUN KERYA M.; APSARA

ERMNE J., M.; INCEF

FEENSTEN A, M. Toyota Foundation

FELDVAN, T., M.; U\P

FONQEERNE, B., M.; Qatre des Budes Avancées
de Quillot, France

FRAQUA R, M., Snss Federd Ofice o Jwstice
FUKAWA M, M.; Internationa Wnen Education
Associ ation of Japan

RKUINNGA M, M.; Mnistry of Foreign Afdrsd
Japan

GANDHE, S K, M.; Indan Imstitute of Elucation
GASCUEL, A, M.; Canbodge Nouveau

G ESEN, W; Qonsultant, UNDP G

GODFREY, M, M.; R

QCRE M, M.; Qnsultant, Stience Education

M ssi on

GREGOR Q L., M.; UNESQO Bangkok

GCsE, B; M.; D

GROVER, AC, M, Achaed ogical Survey of Inda
GUERET, D, M.; Researcher

GO HJ JUWN M.; X shuangbanna Trod cd
Botani cal Garden, China

HAN QUNLI, M.; UNESQO Jakarta

HENCHENNE, B. M.; WN &

HEYMNES, G, M.; Qnsultant; Fench @-operation
HLL, S, M.; Dr. UNESQO Jakarta

HO\NDA, M, M.; UNESQO Jakarta

INTHE, M.; Nnistry of Ecation, Youth and Sorts
INABA, N, M.; |CCRM

I NNES-BROW, M, M.; Qnsutant, Ryal
Uiversity o Frne Ats

IKQ S, M.; Inernatiod Wonen Education
Associ ation of Japan

ITAKURA, T., M.; Inermationd Wnen Educati on
Associ ation of Japan

JAON M, M; Dvision of Ecol ogical i ences,
UNESCO Pari s

JARMS H, M.; NDA

JAYAVWEERA, W, M.; UNESQO New Del hi
JENSEN, V., M.; UNESQO Bangkok

JESSUP, H, M; Researcher

JONGSMA, D, Ms; UN CEF
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KANE N, M, Toyota Foundation,

KAPUR, P.K, Nl Anbassador of India

KATSEE K, M.; International WWnen Education
Associ ation of Japan

KATISBE M, M.; International Wonen Educati on
Associ ation of Japan
KAWAMM, H, M.;
Associ ation of Japan
KEJOMH, S, M.; Wrld Gnference on Religion
and Peace

KHAN Q, M., UNESQO Bangkok

KO, M, M.; International Wonen Education
Associ ation of Japan

KINQ K, M.; Sokagakkai

LANE, BD, M.; Qlunbia Whversity

LE GEN J., Ms.; WN Security

LEBER T.; Drector of HImPAoduction Astria,
LEBONFELR S phar Ms.; France

LI LIMNG M.; X shuangbanna Tropicad Bitanica
Grden, hina

LI U HONGVAO, M .; X shuangbanna Tradcd
Botani cal Garden, China

LUCO F M.; BEO

MANN CHHOEURN, M .; Mnicipaity of Fhnom
Penh

MANGAMPA A M .; @fice o Inernd Qersigt,
UNESCO Pari s

MANTHEY, G; M.; WA DS

MARTIA, M.; RELL

MPHLUPS J., M; Ganodia Daily

MELE SEA, M; M.; UNESQO Bangkok

M NANA, A, M.; Fench Eassy

M3y S, M.; Aliso tothe Quncil for Scid
Devel oprrent

MOOCK, P.R, M, The Wrld Bank

MORGAN, A, M.; Progranme - ordinator,
Canbodi an Master Perforning Program USA
NAJAM M .; Ransar Gonvention

NAKAWAGA, T., M.; JA

NEOU BONHEUR, M Tonle Sap B osphere
Reserve Secretari at

NH EM DAR TH, M. ; Researcher

N SHMRA M, M.; Wiaseda Lhiversity

NTTA K, M; UNESQO Jakarta

NOZAWA M, M.; Dvision of Secondary, Techni cal
and Vocational Education, UNESQO Pari s

N W THAUNG M. ; UNESCO Bangkok

O RELLY, D, M.; Lectuer, Ryd Uiversity of Fne
Ats

AIIMA, S, M.; Specid Ryresentative of the
UNESQO Di rect or - Gener al

RN C, M., Gnsultant, Science Education
M ssi on

OUK SAMETH, M, APSARA

PADOCH C, M.; New York Botanical Garden
PASARANE, A, M.; AHCA

PEN DARETH, M, Advisor to the Gover nnent

Pl RNAY, E, M.; BECDHegation

PLATTEAU, M., Bdgan Technical -operation
POOLE, C, M.; WIdife Grservati on Sciety
PRRE S, M.;Dr. | CCROM

PROTT, L; M.; Dr. Dvisiond Gitud Hritage
UNESCO Pari s

International Woren Educati on
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KARET-COE&N R, M.; Njin Karet Foundation for
Canbodi a

ROCH G\EUX, G, M.; CGanbodge Soir
SAO5I1SRMEH, M, M.; Dvision of Basic
Education, UNESQO Pari s

SAKAMAKI, T., M.; NAAI

SERRAT, O, N, ADB

SEH, G, M.; WNADS

SHAEFFER S., M.; Dr. UNESCO Bangkok
HQ M, Ofice of Internal Qersight, UINESTO
Paris

SOK LEAKHENA, M.; Mnicipality of PhnomPenh
SAOOMN J., M.; Qonsultant, Science Education
M ssi on

SOO HYANG @D, M.; Dvision of Basic
Education, UNESQO Pari s

STUBBS, J., M.; World Mnunents Fund

SN SAPHHN HE M.; Mnistry of Foreign
Afars and International @-operation

SUNDAY, J, M.; Wrld Mnunents Fund

SFZWKI, T., NM.; Inenaioa Wnen Education
Associ ation of Japan

TAN THEANY, M.; S G, National Gnmission for
UNESCO

TEASOHA HE M.; Qil Aviaion Scretaria
TEPHENN, M.; Dr.a. APSARA

THOVAS, CJ., M. The Wrld Bank

TOM TA T., M Achi Mzuho Gllege

TSUTSUM, A, M.; J&E

TULCH J., M.; WO

TYYAQ HE, M.; Mnistry of UWhan Hamning
UNG SAY, M.; Ninistry o Elcation, Youth and
Soorts

VATER T., M; Gernan Tdevision

MNSN I., M.; International Miseum Mgazi ne,
UNESCO Pari s

WACHHOLZ, C, M.; WUNESQO Bangkok
WJINGARDEN, J., M.; UNESCO Bangkok
WOLF, A, M,; Gernman Enbassy

XU ZAFU M.; Xshuangbanna Tropicd Bitanica
Garden, Chi na
YA |., M.; International Wonen Educati on

Associ ation of Japan
YAMAMOTO T., M.; JA
YAMANUCH, N, M.; JSA
YC5 IENG, M.;
YCsH DA, A, M.; Internationa Wonen Educati on
Associ ation of Japan

ZENDA, Y., M.; INFPA

ZHU HUA, M .; X shuangbanna Tropicd Botan cd
Garden, (hina

Nati onal Gonmissi on for UNESCO
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GLOSSARY

ADB
ADRA
AFD
AFP
AKP

Al BD
AM C
APSARA
ASEAN
ASP
AusAl D
BFC
CAME
CAMNAC
aa

CD

CG

Cl HR
CLC
CNMC
COHCHR
CTLC
CUBES
CWDA
DANI DA
EC
ECCE
EDUCAM
EFA
EM S
ESP
ESSP
ESWG
FAO
AT

GEF
GSCSD
HACC
HE
HV/ Al DS
HRH

I CC

1

| CCROM
| COM

| COMOS
| EC

IBP

I MF

| MPACS
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Asi an Devel opnent Bank

Adventist Devel opnent Relief Agency

Agence Francai se de Dével oppenent

Agence Francai se de Presse

Agence Kanpuchea Presse

Asia Pacific Institute of Broadcasting Devel opnent
Asian Media I nformati on and Gonmuni cation Gentre

Authority for the Protection of the Ste and the Devel opnent of the Angkor Area

Associ ation of the South BEast Asian Nations
Associ ated School s Froj ect

Astradian Ad

Bureau of Held @-ordination

nference of Alied NMinisters of Educati on
Canbodi an National Commission for UNESQO
Cantoodi @ Gonmuni cation Institute

Gonpact D sk

Gnsul tative Goup

Canodi an Institute for Hinan R ghts
Gommuni ty Learning Centre

Canbodi an National Mekong Committee
Canibodi a Gfice of the Hgh Gonmissi oner for Hinan R ghts
Comuni ty Tenpl e Learning Gentre

@l unbi a Lhi versity-UNES3O Joi nt Progranme on B odi versity and Soci ety

Canbodi an Wrnren Devel opnent Associ ati on

Cani sh Internati onal Devel opnent Agency

Eur opean Conmi ssi on

Early (hil dhood Gare and Education

Educat i on Canbodi a

Education For A

Education Mnitoring | nfornation Systens

Education Srategic Han

Education Sector Support Progranme

Educat i on Sector VWrking G oup

Food and Agriculture Qganisation of the Uhited Nations
Funds- i n- Trust

Gobal Ewiromnent Facility

General Secretariat for the Guncil of Socia Devel opnent
HV A DS -ordinating Conmittee

Hs / Hr BExcellency

Hunan | nnunodefi ci ency Virws/ Acquired | nnunodefi ci ency Virws

Hs / Hr Royal H ghness

International -ordinating Gnmttee for the Safeguarding and Devel opnent of the Hstoric Ste of

Angkor
Inerngtiod Institute of Inelectud @-operaion

International Gntre for the Sudy, Feservation and Restoration of Gitural Roperty

International Guuncil of Miseuns
International Guncil of Mnunents and Stes
Infornation / Education / Conmuni cation
International Institute for Educationd Haming
International Mnetary Fund

Imstitute of Mdia Rlicy ad Gvil Sxiety
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| CHA Interdepartnental Gonmittee on HV A CS

ICT I nfornation and Gonmuni cations Technol ogy

IT Infornation and Technol ogy

JHAT Japan Funds-i n- Trust

JI CA Japanese International -operation Agency

JSA Japanese Governnental Teamon the Saf eguardi ng of Angkor
KKKHRDA Khrner Kanpuchea Kromfor Human R ghts and Devel opnent Associ ation
LUCCEEP Local Wban Gommunity Bnvironnental Enpowernent Flot Proj ect
MAB Man and B osphere

MD G M I enni um Devel opnent Goal s

Mo EYS Mnistry of Education, Youth and Sports

NAA Ntional ADS Athority

NCHADS National Gentre for HVV A DS Dernatol ogy and STDs

NFE Non- Fornal Educat i on

NFE- M S Non- Formal Educati on Managenent Systens

NFUAJ National Federation of UNESGO Associations in Japan

NGO Non- Gvernnental O gani sati on

Ni DA National Infornation and Gonmuni cation Devel opnent Authority
NPRS National Poverty Reduction Srategy

OAAP Qigrms o Angkor Archaed ogical R oject

OEB perations Enfants du Batt anbang

PKKO Punl eu Konmar Kanpuchea O gani sation

PRS Poverty Reduction Srategy

RCS Lhited Nations Resident (-ordinator System

RUFA Royal Whiversity of Fne Ats

RUPP Royal Lhiversity of Phnom Penh

SCADP Sreet Qildren Assistance and Devel opnent Progr amme
SEDP- 1 | Soci oecononic Devel opnent H an 11

SEAPA South East Asian Press Aliance

SI DA Shedi sh International Devel opnent Agency

SNC Supreng National Gouncil of CGanbodi a

STAs Sxual |y Transmitted D seases

TA Technical Assi stance

UN Lhited Nations

UNAI DS Joint Lhited Nations Programme on H\V Al C8

UNDAF Lhited Nations Devel opnent Assi stance Franewor k

UNCT Lhited Nations Guntry Team

UNDP Lhited Nations Devel opnent Programme

UNESCO Lhited Nitions Educational, Sientific and Qitural G gani sation
UNFPA Lhited Nations Popul ati on Fund

UNI DRO T Imstitue for the Uification of Rivae Law

UNTAC Lhited Nations Trasitiod Authority in Ganbodi a

UNI CEF Lhited Nation Gl dren’ s Fund

UNV Lhited Nations Vo unteer

us Lhited Sates

UsSD Lhited Sates Dl lars

USAI D Lhited Sates Agency for International Devel opnent

UsD Lhited Sates Dol lars

WB Vér | d Bank

WF P Wrld Food Programe
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