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Objectives
The 14th EABRN meeting aims in particular to achieve the following objectives:

· Exchange information and experience on conservation and management of Biosphere Reserves and other similarly managed protected areas in the East Asian countries in the light of the new MAB strategy and action plan; 

· Carry out a field evaluation for the Shiga Highland Biosphere Reserve, with particular focus on the role of local communities in managing biosphere reserves;
· Review and update EABRN activities on its priority issues in anticipation of the next World Congress of Biosphere Reserves to be held in Lima, Peru, 14-17 March 2016;  
· Evaluate EABRN’s achievements over the past two decades and set new priorities for the network;
· Continue discussions on the possible formation of AP-MAB a regional MAB network for Asia and Pacific incorporating all four sub-regional networks;
· Elaborate an activity plan for EABRN cooperation for the period of 2016 - 2017 including the 6th EABRN training course. 
Theme 

Biosphere Reserves are areas comprising terrestrial, marine and coastal ecosystems. Each reserve promotes solutions reconciling the conservation of biodiversity with its sustainable use. Biosphere Reserves are special places for testing interdisciplinary approaches to understanding and managing changes and interactions between social and ecological systems, including conflict prevention and management of biodiversity.
Biosphere Reserves harmonize conservation of biological and cultural diversity, and economic and social development, through partnerships between people and nature. They also contribute to the transition to green societies by experimenting with green development options such as sustainable tourism and training for eco-jobs. 
This focus on the interaction and relationship between people and nature make Biosphere Reserves unique among protected areas. Also unique to Biosphere Reserves is the inclusion in the Biosphere Reserve definition of a “transition area” – a larger area or region within which the core and buffer zones of the reserve are placed. This spatial organization combined with the Biosphere Reserve’s three interlinking functions place the local community – as custodians and inhabitants of each site – at the heart of the Biosphere Reserve.


The 14th EABRN meeting will explore the particular roles and potential of local communities in managing Biosphere Reserves and in developing models for sustainable development through positive interaction between social and ecological systems.

Expected outputs
· Suggestions and recommendations for implementation of the new MAB strategy and action plan, with particular reference to the role of local communities in the management and development of Biosphere Reserves in Asia and the Pacific;

· Comments and suggestions for improving conservation and management of the Shiga Highland Biosphere Reserve;

· A work plan for EABRN activities in the year of 2016 and 2017; with a view towards the next World Congress of Biosphere Reserves to be held in Lima, Peru during 14-17 March 2016;
· A brief 14th EABRN meeting proceedings document containing selected content from the meeting;
· Evaluation of the past 15 years of EABRN and EABRN activities in mid- and long-term perspective
· Comments and suggestions for formulating AP-MAB Network and other regional networking issues.
Participants
· Representatives from six EABRN member states (China, Japan, Kazakhstan,  Mongolia, Republic of Korea and Russian Federation); 

· Representatives from biosphere reserves in EABRN and other MAB regional networks such as SeaBRnet (Southeast Asian Biosphere Reserve Network), SACAM (South and Central Asian Network for MAB) and PacMAB (Pacific MAB);  
· Representatives of the Japanese MAB Network
· Representatives of key governmental agencies and local communities in Japan; 

· Participants from the relevant organizations such as UNESCO, UNDP, IUCN, WWF, etc. 

Venue and Accommodation arrangements  
The meeting programme and the field trip will be held in the Shiga Highland Biosphere Reserve.
Language of the Meeting
The meeting will be conducted in English. 
Travel to Japan
Travel and all local support for a limited number of experts from official member countries will be supported by EABRN Secretariat through the local organizer. Additional members may participate on a self-funding basis; the local organizer will provide necessary help in arranging accommodation.
Agenda

The detailed agenda as well as other information relating to the meeting is currently under preparation, and will be circulated to EABRN members as soon as possible.
Information
For more information, please contact:
	EABRN  Secretariat 
Hans Dencker Thulstrup
UNESCO Beijing Office 
Waijiaogongyu 5-15-3

Jianguomenwai Compound

Beijing 100600, P R China

E-mail: h.thustrup@unesco.org  Tel.: +86 10 6532 2828 ext 103
Fax: +86 10 6532 4854
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