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Figure 17.10: Scientific publication trends in the Arab States, 2005–2014

Strong growth in Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Qatar
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The Arab States publish most in life sciences, followed by engineering and chemistry
Cumulative totals by field, 2008–2014

Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia have the highest 
publication intensity
Publications per million inhabitants in 2014

Agriculture Astronomy Biological sciences Chemistry Computer science Engineering Geosciences

Mathematics Medical sciences Physics PsychologyOther life sciences Social sciences

Algeria 268 945 1 586 393 3 177 708 974 451 2 19495
7

29

Libya 21 162 124 12 115 93 19 153 1 531
2
3

Mauritania 8 35 18 5 28 4 21 1

Morocco 243 1 049 1 382 133 836 800923 1 870 6 1 43626
13
36

Sudan 141 27 389 131 17 70 72 10 427 6 60 2
10

Tunisia 401 081 3 808 1 706 442 2 436 1 516 1 184 2 573 6 1 485 18
117

Jordan 387 770 693 339 1 029 448 385 1 255 235 55914 14
51

Kuwait 46 566 281 175 717 215 208 873 23 1555
11
21

Lebanon 127 795 302 214 290 162593 1 905 70 30120
9
51

Oman 106 432 254 73 354 127 526488 20 22915 2
10

Palestine 3 31 80 13 56 23 9 32 2 81 6
1

Qatar 20 588 266 147 689 78612592 25 43348
4
26

Saudi Arabia 705 5 376 5 656 1 105 5 491 1 731 2 805 5 490 80 3 484226
38
83

Syria 258 406 117 14 165 123 14 339 4 167 2
18

UAE 97 960 547 380 1 743 433 260 1 390 30 43328
16
41

Yemen 23 130 82 24 83 63 38 172 3 1062 4

Egypt 6 653 7 036 608 5 918 2 141 1 126 8 346 72 3 9681 338
185

36
96

Bahrain 6 124 29 19 136 50 17 244 8 1213
6

7

Iraq 96 236 317 57 502 213 61 438 5 3439 2
6

Note: The totals do not include unclassified publications, which make up a sizeable share in some cases: Saudi Arabia (8 264), Egypt (6 716), Tunisia (2 275),  
Algeria (1 747), Jordan (1 047), Kuwait (1 034) and Palestine (77).
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67.2%
Average share of papers with  
foreign co-authors in the Arab States, 
2008–2014; the G20 average is 24.6%
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Qatar and Saudi Arabia have the highest citation rate
Average citation rate for publications, 2008–2012 		                        Share of papers among 10% most-cited, 2008–2012 (%)

China has become a key collaborator for Iraq, Qatar and Saudi Arabia   
Main foreign partners, 2008–2014

1st collaborator 2nd collaborator 3rd collaborator 4th collaborator 5th collaborator

Algeria France (4 883) Saudi Arabia (524) Spain (440) USA (383) Italy (347) 

Bahrain Saudi Arabia (137) Egypt (101) UK (93) USA (89) Tunisia (75) 

Egypt Saudi Arabia (7 803) USA (4 725) Germany (2 762) UK (2 162) Japan (1 755) 

Iraq Malaysia (595) UK (281) USA (279) China (133) Germany (128) 

Jordan USA (1 153) Germany (586) Saudi Arabia (490) UK (450) Canada (259) 

Kuwait USA (566) Egypt (332) UK (271) Canada (198) Saudi Arabia (185) 

Lebanon USA (1 307) France (1277) Italy (412) UK (337) Canada (336) 

Libya UK (184) Egypt (166) India (99) Malaysia (79) France (78) 

Mauritania France (62) Senegal (40) USA (18) Spain (16) Tunisia (15) 

Morocco France (3 465) Spain (1 338) USA (833) Italy (777) Germany (752) 

Oman USA (333) UK (326) India (309) Germany (212) Malaysia (200) 

Palestine Egypt (50) Germany (48) USA (35) Malaysia (26) UK (23) 

Qatar USA (1 168) UK (586) China (457) France (397) Germany (373) 

Saudi Arabia Egypt (7 803) USA (5 794) UK (2 568) China (2 469) India (2 455) 

Sudan Saudi Arabia (213) Germany (193) UK (191) USA (185) Malaysia (146) 

Syria France (193) UK (179) Germany (175) USA (170) Italy (92) 

Tunisia France (5 951) Spain (833) Italy (727) Saudi Arabia (600) USA (544) 

United Arab 
Emirates USA (1 505) UK (697) Canada (641) Germany (389) Egypt (370) 

Yemen Malaysia (255) Egypt (183) Saudi Arabia (158) USA (106) Germany (72) 

Figure 17.10 (continued)

Source: Thomson Reuters’ Web of Science, Science Citation Index Expanded; data treatment by Science–Metrix
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