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1. Article 2.10 of the 2001 Convention provides that “Responsible non-intrusive access to
observe or document in situ underwater cultural heritage shall be encouraged to create
public awareness, appreciation, and protection of the heritage except where such
access is incompatible with its protection and management.”

2. According to Article 1.b of its Statutes, the Advisory Body shall propose to the Meeting
of States Parties standards of and means to promote best practice in underwater
cultural heritage sites protection.

3. By Recommendation 2 / STAB 4 paragraph, adopted by the Advisory Body at its fourth
meeting in 2013, the Advisory Body decided “to collect, until its next session, a Best
Practice List of Underwater Cultural Heritage Sites regarding public access according to
the following criteria:

a. the site falls under the definition of Article 1 of the 2001 Convention;

b. it is legally and practically appropriately protected;

c. responsible, non-intrusive access is respected;

d. the site has a framework to guarantee sustainable management;

e. a special and outstanding effort has been made to make the site accessible to
the public.”

4, It also decided to further discuss this initiative at its fifth session and to recommend to
the Meeting of States Parties to give visibility to such examples by according them a
designation as well as to call on States Parties to propose sites to this Best Practice
List.

5. The Secretariat informed States Parties by the letter of 6 March 2014 of this initiative. A
copy of the letter is attached.

6. The Advisory Body may now wish to discuss the most effective ways to guide the States
Parties in this exercise. It could provide indications on the basis of a review of concrete
cases for discussion. The Advisory Body may also wish to discuss the possible
implications of designating best practices. The following questions might serve as a

starting point for discussions:



UCH/14/5.STAB/220/2 REV 2- page 3

7.

a.

Should best practices involve only access to in situ underwater cultural heritage
or should they extend to virtual or museum access and other forms of access?
Should a best practice example be limited in time and should implementation be
monitored?

What type of information should a State Party provide to serve as the basis for
the evaluation of the best practice by the Advisory Body and the Meeting of
States Parties? Would an on-site mission be required or could the decision be
based on videos, images and reports?

What role would the following stakeholders play in the process: the National
Commissions for UNESCO, local communities, the State authorities and the
private sector?

How can best practices be most effectively disseminated and promoted?

The Advisory Body may wish to adopt the following recommendation:

DRAFT RECOMMENDATION 2/STAB 5

The Scientific and Technical Advisory Body to the Meeting of States Parties to the Convention

on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage,

1.

2.

Having examined document UCH/14/5.STAB/220/2;

Recalling Article 2.10 of the Convention which provides that ‘Responsible non-intrusive
access to observe or document in-situ underwater cultural heritage shall be encouraged
to create public awareness, appreciation, and protection of the heritage except where

such access is incompatible with its protection and management;

Also recalling its duty, according to Article 1.b of its Statutes, to propose to the Meeting
of States Parties standards of and means to promote best practice in underwater

cultural heritage sites protection;

Further recalling Recommendation 2/STAB 4 adopted at its fourth session in 2013 by

which it decided to collect examples of best practice regarding public access to

underwater cultural heritage;
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5. Recommends to the fifth session of the Meeting of States Parties in 2015 to invite

States Parties to the Convention to provide examples demonstrating such best

practices according to the following criteria:

1.

a > w DN

the site falls under the definition of Article 1 of the 2001 Convention;

it is appropriately protected both legally and practically;

responsible, non-intrusive access is respected;

the site has a framework to guarantee sustainable management;

a special and outstanding effort has been made to make the site accessible to the

public.

6. Also recommends that the fifth session of the Meeting of States Parties request the

Scientific and Technical Advisory Body to review the examples of best practices

provided by the States Partiers and to make recommendations in that regard to the sixth

session of the Meeting of States Parties in 2017, with a view to fostering responsible

public access to underwater cultural heritage worldwide.
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Annex I: Letter from the UNESCO Secretariat to States Parties (6 March 2014)
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Le Sous-Directeur général pour la culture

Aux Etats parties a la Convention de 2001

6 mars 2014
Réf. : CLT/CEH/CHP/14/0665

Objet Meilleures Pratiques concernant l'accés public aux sites du

patrimoine culturel subaquatique

Madame la Déléguée permanente/ Monsieur le Délégué permanent,

J'ai 'honneur de vous consulter concernant les meilleures pratiques d'acces aux
sites du patrimoine culturel subaquatique en votre qualité d'Etat partie a la
Convention de 2001 sur la protection du patrimoine culturel subaquatique.

Comme vous le savez, le Conseil consultatif scientifique et technique de la
Convention a réitéré lors sa derniere réunion, que la question de l'accés au
patrimoine culturel subaquatique représente I'un des défis les plus importants.
Ainsi, la Convention de 2001 affirme-t-elle, dans son article 2.10: " Il convient
d’encourager un acceés responsable et inoffensif du public au patrimoine culturel
subaquatique in situ a des fins d'observation ou de documentation, afin de
favoriser la sensibilisation du public a ce patrimoine, ainsi que sa mise en valeur
et sa protection, sauf en cas d’'incompatibilité avec sa protection et sa gestion. »

Le Conseil consultatif scientifique et technique de la Convention de 2001 a donc
souhaité, par sa Recommandation 2 / STAB 4, et conformément a la Convention
et a ses statuts, entreprendre l'identification des meilleures pratiques en matiére
d’acces au patrimoine culturel subaquatique. L'objectif poursuivi est de favoriser
et encadrer l'accés public tout en assurant et améliorant la préservation du
patrimoine culturel de la meilleure fagon possible.

Le Conseil consultatif a suggéré de prendre en compte les critéres suivants pour
I'identification des meilleures pratiques d'accés sur les sites du patrimoine
culturel subaquatique :

a. le site satisfait a la définition donnée a I'Article 1 de la Convention de
2001 ;

il est diment protégé d’un point de vue pratique et juridique :

un acces responsable et non intrusif est assuré ;

le site dispose d'un cadre garantissant une gestion durable ;

des efforts particuliers et remarquables ont été entrepris pour rendre le
site accessible au public.
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Le Conseil a également décidé de recommander & la Conférence des FEtats
parties de rendre les sites sélectionnés visibles.

Afin de permettre au Conseil consultatif de procéder a I'examen de cette question
lors de sa prochaine réunion le 11 juin prochain et de finaliser ses
recommandations pour la Conférence des Etats parties en 2015, je vous invite a
nous faire part de vos commentaires et suggestions sur les critéres
susmentionnés, ainsi que sur les procédures applicables, sur le réle de la
Conférence des Etats parties et du Conseil consultatif dans cet effort ainsi que
sur la portée de I'information que les Etats pourraient mettre a disposition pour la
prise en compte de tout site.

Par ailleurs, vous pourriez souhaiter suggérer des exemples de meilleur accés
concernant des sites qui relevent de votre juridiction, et ce afin de faciliter les
débats.

Je vous saurais gré de bien vouloir envoyer votre réponse avant le 15 mai 2014
au plus tard a Mme Ulrike Guérin, Spécialiste du programme responsable de la
Convention de 2001 (téléphone : + 33 1 45 68 44 06, Fax: + 33 1 45 68 55 96,
email : u.guerin@unesco.org). Mme Guérin se tient a votre disposition pour tout
renseignement complémentaire.

Vous remerciant de votre intérét pour la protection du patrimoine culturel
subaquatique, je vous prie d'agréer, Madame la Déléguée permanente/Monsieur
le Délégué permanent, 'assurance de ma considération distinguée.

LY

Francesco Bandarin

cc: Commissions nationales des Etats parties



