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World Heritage Properties Conservation Act
1983

No.5 of 1983
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. An Act refating to the protection and conservation of certain
. property, and fOf related purposes

. [Assen€.!'d to 22 May 1983J
. ,,"

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen, and the Senate and· the House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Australia, as follows:

Short title
1. This Act may be cited. as the World Heritage Properties 'Conservation

Act 1983, .

. Commencement

2. This Act shall cbme into operation on the day on which it receives the
Royal Assent. . , .
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World Heritage Prop'ereles Conservation No.5. 1983

Interpretation.

3. (1) In thisAct, u~less the wntra'ry intenti~n ilppears--:-

"Coqvention" means the Convention 'for the Protection of the World
<:ultural and Natural Heritage that has been adopted by 'the General
Conference of the United Nations Educati"onal, Scientific and Cultu'ral .

. •Organization, being the convention a copy of the English text of which
is' set out in the Schedule;·. .

"cultural heritage" has the same meaning a:s in'th;Con~enti~n;'
"Federal Court" means the Federal Court ofAustralia'. . . . ,

;..'" .,,:" .
Inspector means. an Inspector 'appointed under subsection

17/\ (I);") . .

"minerals" includes sand, gravel; rock, clay, oil and n!ltural' gaS;

"natural he:ritage" haS the samemeaning as in :the ·Convention...

(2) A refereR'ee iR tilis Aet t8 ieeRti!iecJ--.prepert)' skall ee ceae as a
refereflee te

{at---Pr-operty---fGr-miRg .part--<Jf" t!:le c'.llllOral !:Ieritage Gr Ralura\ !:Ierilagc,
.....being-pro~· . .

(i) tile CemmGRY'ealtil ilas, \Hleer Artiele 11 af til. CaR"eRtiaR,
sueffiittee! to the Warle Heritage Gammittee, "'ilcliler l3eCGre er
aft~ the .ammeR.emeRt af this A.I, as wrlagle' CGr iRclusiaA iA
the. Werle!' Heritage List llra'o'ieeeHer iA 'llaragrapil :1 af tilat
AFtie~e; er .

. :~eillar-edey tile regulatiaRs t8 re- .part ef tF;e.
eultural heritage af Ratllra'. Rerita·g.; ar

(g) aR)' part of propert)' reCc';'ed to.iR paragrap!:l (a):

(-3) A Proclamation made" under this. Act comes into force on ihe day on
which it is.published in the Gazelle. ;

.(4) A reference in this Act to d'amage to, or the destruction of, property or
a site shall be read' as including a reference to damage tei, or the destruction of,'
an)' part or feature of thlj,t property or site.' ,
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Identified property
. ''''3'/\ . .< 1) A reference in this Act to identified pr~perty is a reference to:

ta) . any' property" 'in respect of whic'h 'one' or. more of the f6Jlowing
conditions is satisfied: . . . .

. (i) "the property is subject"toan inquir-y established by a law or
the Commonwealth whose purpose, or one of whose purposes,
is to consider whether the property forms part of the cultural
heritage" or natUral heritage; .

(ii) . th~ property. is subject to World Heritage List nomination;
(iii) ···the p~operty is included in the World Heritage List prov'ided

for. in paragraph 2 of Article II of the Convention;
(iv) the property forms part of the cultural heritage or natural

heritage and is declared by the regulations to form part'of
the cultural heritage or natural heritage; or •

(b) any part of property referred to in paragraph (a).

r~H"'t...\ '01 .
. No·1>'9~l?,S.5'.
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(2) A Proclamation may also be made under. sub-section (3) in relation to

identified property that is in a: State and is property to which one or more of the
following paragraphs applies or apply: .

. (a) the Commonwealth has; pursuant to a req~~tby the State, submitted
. to the World Heritage Committee under Article 11 of the Convention
thatlhe property is suitable for inclusion in the World Heritage List
provided for in paragraph 2 of that Article, whether the request by the
State was made before or after the commencement of this Act and
whether or not the property was identified property at the ti·me when.
the request was made; .

(b) the protection or conservation of the property. by Australia is a matter.
of international obligation, whether by reason of the Convention· or
otherwise; , " . . ..

(c) the protection· or conservation of the property by Australia .is
necessary or desirable for the purpose of giving effect to a trealy

, (including the Convention) or for the purpose of obtaining Jor
Australia any advantage or benefit under a· treaty (including the·
Convention);

.cd) , the protection· or conservation of the property by Australi:Us a matter
'of internatiol~alconcern (whether or not it is also a matter of domestic
concern), whether by reason that a failure· by Australia to take proper'·
measures for the protection or conserVation of the property would, or .
would be likely to, prejudice Australia's relations with other countries
or for any other reason;" ...

(e) the, property is part of the heritage, distinctive of the Australian
nation-

, .

, ,

40

(i) by reason.· of its aesthetic, historic:· scientific or social
signifiCance; or '

(ii) by reason of its international or national renown,
.' .

30 and, by reason of the lack or inadeqiJacy of.any other available ineans
..for its protection o(conservation" it is peculiarly appropriate that

'. measures for the protection or conservation of the property be taken
by the. Parliament and Government of the Comm~wealth as t!:Je
national parliament and'government of AU$tralia. "

35 (3) Wherethe Governor-General is sat~fied that any property in respect of
which a Proclamation may be made under this sub-section is being or is likely to

.be damaged or destroyed, he may, by PrOClamation, declare that property to be
property to which section 9, applies.

Property to which sectionlO applies , .
·7. Where the Governor-General is satisfied that any identified property is

being or is likely to be damaged or destroy.ed,·he rriay, by Proclamation, declare
that propertyto be property to which section 10 applies.

I
I

. ,
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, World Heritage Prooerties Conse=atioil Act 1983

"'(2) For the' purpose.s of subparagraph (I) (a) (i), property shall be
taken to be subject to an inquiry of. the kind referreq to in that subparagraph
until the end of 42 days after the report, or the final report, of the inquiry
is given to the person to whom it is required to be given.

""(3) For the' purposes' of subpar~graph (1) (a) (ti), where the
Commonwealth has, under Article II of the Convention, submitted property,
to the World Heritage Committee, whether before or after the commencement
of this Act, as suitable for inclusion i'n the World Heritage List provided for'
i'n paragraph 2 of that" Article, the property'shall be taken to be subject to
World Heritage,List nO,mination from the time; of its submission until the,
end of 7, days after the day on whic~ the Committee informs, or first
'informs, Australia that 'it has ,included or decided not to 'include the whole

,or' 'any part of the property in the list.

/(4) Where any property ceases to be identified property:

any Proclamation under subsection 6 (3) or section 7, and any
-regulation for the purposes of' subsection 9 (I) or paragraph
10 (2) (m), in relation to the property or any" part of the property
ceases to be in force; and , ' ,

(b) , any Proclamation under subseetion 8 (3), 'and any" regulation 'for
the purposes of, paragraph' II (I) (j), in relation to a site being. or
situated within, the property ceases to be in force. '

Judges

"<38. (I) In this Act:
'''eligible' Judge" means, a Judge in relation to whom a consent under

subsection (2) and a declaration under subsection (3) are in force;
"Judge" means a person who is a Judge' of, a court c'reated by 'the

Parliament.

/(2) A Judge may by writing consent to be nominated by the Minister
under subsection (3) .

....(3) The Minister may by writing declare Judges in relation to whom
,consents' are in force under subsection (2) to be eligible' Judges ,for the
purposes of this Act, ' ,

....(4) A person who is Or has been an eligible Judge is not liable to an
action, suit 'or proceeding for or in relation to an act done, or omitted to be
done, by the person in good faith in the 'perfonmance or exercise. or 'the
purported, perfonmance or exercise, of. a function or Power conferred by this
Act on an eligible JuClge.)

Application

4, This Act extends to all ,the external Terntories 'a~d'has'extr-a"territ9rial
, opera\ion according to its tenor.

'.

30

Act to bind Crown

5. This Act binds the Crown in right of the Commonwealth, of each State,
of the Northern Temtory and of Norfolk Island, but nothing in this Act renders
the CroWn in right of the Commonwealth, of a State:of the Northern Territory
or of Norfolk Island liable to be prosecuted'for an offence. '

Property to which sectio~ 9 applies

6. (1) A Proclamation may be made under sub-section (3) in relation to,
identified property that is not in any State. ,

3S
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.·_rr"~"' __·"'_""'·""'~•." __ .,. ....-: .•• ,,". _ • •_•.•• _, .-' -; ",- -.-., ••, •.••.,,,..••-, - . ,

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



I
.'

r
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1 • The ;"lor1 d Heritage Properties Conservat ion Act 1983 comprises
Act No.5, 1983 as amended by the Acts 'specified in the
foll.owing table: '.

Act
Number
and Year

Date of.
Assent.

Date of
. Commencement

Werle! H..r;tQ3<Lfrof<.rt,~s
. Co""slZ.r"o.t·,o"A"t 1~~3

Stott.. LQW CM';(lZ.IIQn.~us

Proll,slo'"s) A,j (i-!<J, i) '9'63

Co .... st.C"... t.~'" LlZ.;)"s 1<>. t:. "" .
A~..~oI~t.~ t A<t "9 S'8'

l"""",,- f,c,\"""':"""on (R,~?e.oJ-.~

C.e;'"~. t'tbJ <"Y1\:....... I~ ';t i .

. ,

•
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World ~eritage Prooerties Conservation Act 1983

2. Pa.i-t IV, sections 10 and 11; of the COnservation Legislation

ilrrendrrent Act. 1988 provide as_ follows:

PART IV-MISCELLANEOUS

Proclamation never in force
10:· The Proclamation made on 19 January 1988 pursuant to subsection

6 (3) or the .World Herilage Properties. Conservation Act 1983 shall be
taken never ·to have come into·· rorce.

Certain statutory rules of no effect· . .
11. Statutory R~les "1988 No.2 shall be taken never to have had effect.

...

...

. .

. .
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4 World Heritage Properties,Conserva'tion No.5. 1983 '. -.
, Sites to which section 11 applies

,8. (1) It is hereby declared that it is neceSsary to enact this section. section
, 1'1 and sub-sections 'l3 (7) and 14 (5) as special laws for the people,of the·

Aboriginal race,: .' . ,

(2) A reference in this section to an Aboriginal site is a referenc~ to:i. site":" 5
.(a) , that is, or is situated within; identified property; and
(b) 'the protect~onor'conservationofwhich is, whether by reascn,of the

, presence on the site of artefacts or relics or othe~ise, of particular
significance to the people of the Aboriginal race. .

(3) Where the Govemor~Generalis satisfied'that an Aboriginal site i; being 10,
or is likely to be damaged ci'r' destroyed or that any artefacts or relicS situated on
an Aboriginal site an: being or are likely to be damaged or destroyed, he may, by
Proclamation, declare that site to be a site to which section II applies. ,

25

30

s ...\'.U~W hy
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, Unlawful acts·

9. (Ii ENe"pt ",ith tho eSflscRt iPo 'o"FitiRg sf the ~4iRister, it i's uRla"'fal far' '15
a PC;oQAI whether himselfsr By his sePlaflt SF ageRt

, Ca) tQ ~aITY Qllt a'll" exea...alisR "'srl:s' SR aRl' p~spc;ti' IS "'Aieh l~is
seetisR aflfllies;

Cb) IQ ,aFry Q",t Sfleratisfls fer, s; cxp!gratsF)' d;iI!iRg if! <;sf!Rcetisf! .... j:?,
the Fees"e')' sf minerals SR a•.l: flFSportl' ts whieh :his seetisA eP!'lie5; 20

(6) ts oFoet a SllildiRg SF ether s",s5taAtial 5Ir",el",re ,SR af!l' pFsfle;ty IS
'I,'!lieh teis seetisf! aflfllios SF ts' ds aRI" a,t iA Ihe' ,<;lu'r.e <;le, <;l- feF the

'. purpQse <;lei the ere'liQA <;If a buildiAg <;lr c!!:ler .ubS!aAI,i71 Sln"!UFe Sf!.
aqy prOperty '0 which tbjs.sectjoD applies; .

~Q damage Qr deslrsy a build,iAg Qr <;l!!:ler S'Ib<t7A·i:i1 .In'cwre <;lA af!l'
. flFSportl' ts ''''hieh this SO.tiSR aflfllios; ,

(e) Is kill, cuI deIVA SF damage aRl' IFee Sf! aill' flFSflortj' IS ...hieh lhi]
seetiefl ellllliC5;' .

(f) IQ 'QAsIF\l,1 SF e5taelish aRy rsad QF "e!:li,u'ar tFack SR aRI: pFS13srlj' te
whieh this seetion applie3,' ,:.,

(ll)' tQ uEe e,;pIQEi"eE 'sil aRI'pFSpertl' tQ ",!:li,iot this s8e\isR a·ppli.sj' sr

'Ch) if eR eet is ~reseri'eee fsr tlle 13Il'~ssos sf tl;!S flanjgraflh iR retatisR ts
fleFtiglllar'flre13erty', ts Villi.R,I!:lis S-,I:<;lR app\:eE, to do th?t "I iR
rslatiGA tg tl::lat pfQf'crty. _

'",( \) Where an act is prescribed for the purposes of this subsection "
in relatioh to particular pToperty to which this section applies, it'is '"

,- unlawful, except with, the consent in writing of the Minister, for a
person to ,do that act, or to do that ae( by a' servant or agent, in
relation to that pr,'perty.")

. (2) Exeeflt wi~l:l the esnseat ia wntiRg sf taB }'(inister, i: is uRla"'ful fer e
peYSeR, "."l1nther RimSelf SF 'as" his servant Sf ageHt, t9 de aRy a£t, Hot ge!Rg an

". eel tllB eeiflg sf whiefi is tlfilawf1:11 By yirtl::le e f Eil.~6 sestiei=l (1 L tRat 'tiarnages sr.
eest'S)'5 aR),13FS~8rt3'te waiell tllis se.tisR applies, subsection (1)

, (3) Ifanapplicationof _' of this section in relation to . A",~~J...J bt
particular property, being property that is relevant property by virtue of a. No.1) '9 i'Ir,S. ~
particular paragraph or particular paragraphs of sub-section 6 (2), would be
within the po'we'rs of the Parliament if the property were 'relevant property by
virtue only of that paragraph or those paragraphs, it ~ insended that
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5subsection (1) World Herilage Properlies Conservalion No.5. 1983

Sl:lJ seetisfls (I) a'flf! (2) of this section should have,that a'pplication in relation'
to the property wheth¢r or not the property is also relevant property by virtue'
of another paragraph,or other paragraphs of sub-section 6 (2) .

. (4) In sub-section (3), "relevant pmper'ty" means pro'per~y in respect of
:which a Proclamation ,'may, by virtue of sub-section 6 (2), be made under'
suh-section 6 (3). .. ','
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Unlawful acts by certain corporatiOlis
10. (1) In this section- . ,

"foreign corporation" means a foreign ,corporation within the meaning of
paragrapb 51 (xx) oftheCdnstitution;,

,"trading corporation" means a trading corporation within"the meaning of
paragraph 51 (xx) of the Constitution. "

(2) Except with the coris~nt in writing of the Mi~ist~r, it:~ unlawful for a
, , body corporate that- '.. , "

(a) ,is a foreign corporation;
(b) is incorporated in'a Territory; or
(c) not being incorp9rated in a Terrilory, isa trading corporation formed

within the limits ofthe Commonwealth, ..
whether itself or by its servant or agent~

,(d) to 'carry 'out any excavali~n ,works on 'any property to which this
, section applies;

(e) t9 carry out operations for, or exploratory drilling in connection with,
, the recovery of minerals on any property to which this section applies;

(I) : to erect a building or other substaritial structure 'on any property to
which this section applies or to do any ,act in the course of, or (or the

, purpose of, the erection of a building or other substa'nJial siructure on
•any property to ;"'hich this section applies; " " "

(g) to 'damage or destroy a buildingor 'other substantial structure on any
property to which this section,applies;

(h) to kill, cut down or damage any 'tree on any property to.which this
section applies; " '

U) to construct or establish any rdad or vehicular track,on any property to
which this section applies; , ' ~

. ~"

(k) to use explosives on any property to which this section applies; or
(m)if an act is Prescribed for the p)lrposes of this paragraph in relation to ,

particular property to which this section applies; to ,do that' act in ,
relation to that property. ' " "

(3) Except with the consent in writingof the Minister, it is unlawful for'a
body corporateofa kind referred to in sub-section (2), whether itself or by its
servant or agent, 'to do any act, not being an act the'doing of which is unlawful

,by virtue of that sub-section, that damages or destroys any property to which
this section :l-pplies. ' ,

.'
....
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. (4) Without prejudice to the effect of sub-sections (2) and (3), except with
the consent in writing of the Minister, it is .unlawfuHor a body corporate of the

(. kind referred to in paragraph (2) (c), whether itself or by its servant or agent, .· .
to do, ·for the purposes of its trading activities, an act re.ferred to in .any of . :
paragraphs (2) (d) to (m) (inclusive) oran act referred to in sub-section.(3). 5 :

\ .

Unlawful acts· hI relation to Aboriginal sites
I
)

11. (1) Except with the consent in writing of the Minister, it is ~nlawful (for a·person, whether himself or by his servant oragent- j"
(a) to carry out any excavation works on a,:\ysite to which this section

,

applies; [0

. (b) to carry out operations for,or exploratory drilling in connection with, I
the recOvery of minerals on any site to which this secti9napplies; .. \,

(c) to erect a building or other substantial structure on any si.te to which !.
.. this section applies or to do any act in the course of, or for the· purpose

·of, the erection of a building or other substantial structure on any site . 15

to which this section applies;
(d) to damage or destroy any artefacts Or relics .situated on a,ny site to I" _.

·which this section a·pplies; . .

(e) · to remove any artefacts or relies from any site to whi.ch this s~ction J.
applies; 20

(f) to kill, cut down or damage any tree on any site to which this section .
· applies;

I
,.

(g). to construct or establish any road or vehicula'r track on any site· to
which .this section applies; .

\(h) to use explosives on any site to which this. section applieS; or . 25 .,

OJ if an act is prescribed for the purposes of this paragraph in relation to a
particular site to which this section applies, to do that act in relation to·
that site.·

.(2) Except with the consent.in writing of the Minister, it is unlawfill for a
30person; whether himself or by his servant or agent, to do any act, not beingan

act the doing of Which is unlawful by virtue of sub-section (1)- \ .

(a) that damages ordestroys; or \
(b) that is likely.to result in damage to or the destruction of, .'.. .... \

any site to which. this se~tion applies or any artefacts or relics on any site to
35

(
\. which this section applies.
I

(3) Except with 'the consent in writing of. the Minister,· it is unlawful for a \person, whether hirrisClf or by his servant or agent, to do·any act preparatory to ,
the doing of an act that is unlawful by virtue of sub-section (2) .. \

.Certain acts not unlawful ( . \

12. (1) Nothing in section 9,10 or Ii renders it unlawful for a person to do. 40 Ian act that is authorized to be done pursuant to a zoning plan in operation
under the Great Barrie, Reel,lfarine Park Act 1975 or pursuant to a plan of

. \

••
. ••••• , ..•.- .... - • -'-'~# __'. _.# ~ __, - .......~ ..~,__ ':.....-:..... ,...... ,""-.1'"-'-"
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management in force under the Narional Parks' and Wildlife'Conservation Act,
1975.

(2) Where the Governor·General is satisfied that no act that is or may be
authorized to be:done by br pursuant to a provision of a law of a Siate or

5 Territory or by or pursuant,to a plan or scheme formulated in accordance with
"a law of a State or Territory- " ' , '. '

(a) would damage or destroy property to which section 9 or 10 applies; 'or
, ' ,

,(b) would uamage or deStroy, or would be likely to result in damage to or
the ,destruction of, a'site to which section II applies or any artefacts or

10 relics on such a site;' . .

the regulations may declare that provision, 'plan or ~cheme to, be a provision',
plan or scheme to which sub-section (3) appli"es in relation to that property or
site.

(3) Nothing in section 9, 10 or II renders it u~lawful for a person too doan
15 act that is authorized to,be done by or' pursuant to a provision, plan or s~heme

to which this sub-section applies. - ' , ,

Consents give'n pursuRnt"tosections 9, 10 Rnd'll : , " ,
13. (I), In determining whether or not to give a consent pursuant to section

9 in relation to any 'property to which that section applies, the Minister shall
have regard o'nly to the protection, conservation and presentation, Within the'
ineaning of the Convention, of the property. '

"(2) A consent given by the Minister, pursuant to se~tion 9,10 or'll may
relate' to a particular' act or particular acts or a particular class or particular
classes of acts, . ,

25 (3) Before giving a consent purs~:ant' to.-secti0n. 9, 10· or.Il in relation to
property or a site th.at is in a State, in the, Northern'Territory or in Norfolk

. Island, the Ministershii.ll inform the appropriate Minister 'of that State or
Territory or the, Administrator, of Norfolk Island, \is the case may be, of the
proposed giving of the consent and shall give. that (>Crson a reasonable

30 opportunity to inake'representations in relation to. the pr'oposed giving of the
consenL '.'

(4) Where' the Minister gives or r.efuses to give a consent pursuant tei
section 9; IO or,n, the Minister shall-, '

(a) before the' expiration of 7 days after the giving of theconseni or the
refusal to give the consent, cause to be puolished in the GaUlle a

, nodce stating that the consent has or has not been given and setting out'·
particulars of the act or actS to which' the consent or the refusal to give
the consent relates; and

(b) cause a copy of the notice referred' to in paragraph (a) to be laid before
each House of the Parliament within 5 sitting days of that House after
the giving of the consent or the refusal to give the consent to which the
notice rel\ites.

,I
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(c)

(6)

(a)

(b)

Paragraph (5) (b) dOes not apply in relation to a decision given­

before the organization or association was formed;

before the objects or purposes of the organization or association
included the matter CQncerned; or .

before the organization or association engaged in activities related to .
the matter concerned.

(7) Without limiting any other application of the Administrative Decisions
(Judicial Review) Act 1977, for the pu'rposes of the' application of that Act 'in' 20
relation to a decision of the Minister to give or refuse to 'give a CQnsenrpursuant .
to section II, any member of the. Aboriginal race shall be~taken to be a person
aggrieved by the decisiOn..

(5) Withourlimiting any other application of the Administrative Decisions .
(Judicial Review) Act 1977, for the purposes of the application o( that Act 'in
relation'to a decision of tlie'Minister to give or refuse to give a consent pursuant

.to section 9 or 10 in relation to particularproperty"':'"

(a) a person whose use or enjoyment of any part of the property is, or is
likely to be, adversely affected by the decision shall be taken to be a
person aw-ieved by the deCision; and .

. (b) an organization or association of persons, whether incorporated {)r
not, sHall be taken to be a person aggrieved by the decision if the

·decision r.elates to amatter which is included in the.objects or purposes'
of the organization or association and to which activities engaged in by

·the organization'or association relate. '.

Enforcement' . .
14. (1) The High .court Qr the Federal Court may, on the application of·

the Attomey-General or of an jnterested person, grant an injunction reStraining
a person from doing an act that is unlawful by virtue of section 9, 10 or II.

(2) Where, pursuant to sub-section (I )', an application is made to' the High
Court or the Federal Court for an i'njunction restraining a person from doing an
act, the High Court' or the Federal Court, as the case may be, may, if in the

. opinion of the Court it is desirable to do 5'0, before determining the application,
grant an interim injunction restraining the person from doing that act pending
the determination of the application.

(3) The reference in sub-section'( I) to an interested'pe'rson, in rdation to
an act that is unlawful by virtue of section 9 or 10 in relation to' particular
property, shall ber.ead as a reference to- .

(a) a person' whose use' or enjoyment of any part of the property is, or is
likely to be, adversely affected by the doing of the act; or

(b) an organization or association· of. persons, whether incofP{lrated or
not, the objects or purposes of which include, and activities of Which
relate to, the protection or conservation of the property or of property.

·of a kind that includes the property. .

25

30

35

40

. i·,
I
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(4) Paragraph' (3) (b) does' not apply in· relation to an act done- . '.

.(a) . before the.organizatiori or association was formed;

(b) before the objects' or purposes of tlie organization or associ.ation
included the matter concerned; or" " ". :'. . '. .

(c) before the organization or' association engaged' in activities related,to
the matter concerned..

r (5) The reference' in sub-section (I) 'to an interested person, in relation' to·'
an act that is unlawful by virtue of section II, shall be read as a,reference to any
member of the Aboriginal race. .

(5) If, bef~re the expiration 'of IS sitting days after notice of 'a motion
disapproving of a declaration in aProclamation under section 6,70r 8 has been
given in,a House of the' Parliament- '

:(a) .the House of Representatives is dissolved or expires, or the Parliament'
is prorogued; and .

'(b) at the time of the dissolution, expiry or 'prorogation,as the case may.
. be~' .

(il. the notice has notbeeri withdrawn and the motion has riot been
'called on; or', '

'. (4)' If, at the expiration: of ,15 sitting days. after notice of a- motion
, 25 'disapproving of a c\eclaration in a Proclamation under section 6, 7 o'r 8 has been

given iii a.House of the Parliament, being notice gIven wit~in 15 sitting days of,
that House after a'copy of the Proclamation has been laid before .that House,--

'(a) the notice has not been withdra~n ~nd the" m~tiori has not been called
'on; O(

(b)' the motion has been ,called on, moved and seconded and has not been
withdrawn or otherwise disposed of, . ' .

, the Proclamation ceases to be in force. '"

3(j

(
"

35,

(

40

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



10 World Heriroge Properties Conservorion ,No, 5,1983.

(

"

5
"

(ii) the motion has been called' on, moved and seconded and has
, not been v:ithdrawn or otherwise disposed of,

the copy of'theProclamation shall; for the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4),
be deemed to 'have been laid before'that first-mentioned House' on the first
,sitting day of that first~mel)tioned House after the dissolution, expiry 01',

prorogation, ' '

Rev~'catioo ofProclamatioos under sections 6, 7 a'od 8

16. (1) Subject to sub-section (3), ';"heie"the Governor-General is satisfied
that there is no longer any threat of damage to, or' of the, destruction of,

,property in respect of which a Proclamation under section 6 or -7 is in force, he' 10
"may, by Proclamation, revoke that first-mentioned Procla'mation,' '

, ,

,(2) Subject.to'sub-section (3), where th~'Go~emor,Gener<ilis satisfied th~t
there is no longer~ , ',' ,

(a) any threat of damage to, or of the destruction of; or
(b) any threat of damage to, or of the" destruction of, artefacts or,relics 15

situated on, '

a site' in respect of which a Proclamation under section 8 is in force, he may, by
Proclamation, revoke that firstcmentioned 'Proclamation, '

(3) A Proclamation shall not be made pursuant to sub-section (I) or (2)
except in accordance with a resolution, passed by each House of the Parliament ~O

'approving the, making,of. the' Proclamation, being .a resolution passed in
'pursuance of a motion of which notice has be,en given not less than 5 sitting days, '
of that.House before the motion is moved. ' ,

CampeAsatieft,,'
17, P1 1ft tAis sestisR 25
UasEj'jisitige gf il,mpef1yU Aas tRe ,arne meaRieg ~s ie il~ragrapR Sl (vyxi)

sf tRa CSElstitutisll; ,
.. un I' u" L 111 l'e'I' '''' .,. '111'Is' '1... neg1:l alteRS meeRS hie nSf .. entage tn-estern yaSliiaRI8: - 1 erFl8S5

'RogYlatigRS, as ame'Hlog aeg ie farse frgm time \10 timo' yegor the
}'!atiajfa.' Pa, kJ tUltf H'ildUft Co,uq "ation Aet"1975. . 30

. . ..

(2) 'TIl- cOl+lp:ees~Iioe I~at mal' 1>. agrees' u~an, reeS~ffieReee Sf
'seteffilinee Ilursuant te tAis seetieR in reslleet sf efI ee<'juisi:ien ef preperl)
f~effi a ller£gA ma), cgllsi,t gfgr iAc!yge all lOr aA)' lOr IRe fgllgnrieg' '-" '-,

(a) tHe j:'l8:)'ffi6Rt of eA Elm0':lRt La the pet'3en 0)' iU3t:ahae:tls,

Cal tHe paymeRt sf &R am8l:lHt Sf !3eft sf eft B:ffi8tlrtt t8 eke per30li JtLb~e~t 35
c ?s G8ffiflliaRsG 8y t\:ie fJefs8R 'NitA sFJeeiaeEi eeAeitioAs;

(s) tAa makiAg ef a Ilayment Sf pe)'ffleRts ts the ferseR the 8:mauRt er
ameYRts gf "'Rita is 8i are saejeet ta verietiefl in :!-.6 eveRt efsi3ecifiee
cir:1:lffistenees f3feyailiflg at a partiettlat lillie 01 tjlllW. .
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, "
n ice may be sent to the person by the Minister pursuant to sub-section (4 ,
req est the Commonwealth to pay an amount of compensation specified i the
notic (in this section referred to as the "claimed amount") in respect' f the
acquis~n, .'. '. . ' '" ....

,(4) Fl\before the eX~iraiionof3 weeks a~ter. the receipt,by the M' ister of a
. notice give by·a person pursuant to sub-section (3); the Minister s ds by post

to the perso. at the address of the person specified in that·notia notice in
writing statin hat he does not consider that the operation of t ' Act o'r of the'
'Regulations ha resulted in an acquisition of property from he person, the
person may mak an application to the High Court reque ing the' Court to
make ,a declaratio that the operation of this Act o'r of e Regulations has
resulted in an acquisl 'on ofrroperty, from the person:" .

(5), Where the Min' ter does not, before the expir Ion of 3'weeks after the'
receipt by him of a' notic iven by a person pursuant 0 sub-section (3), send a
notice to the person pursu t to sub-section (4), th operation of this Act or Of
the Regulations. as the' cas requires:shall be.'! en to have resulted in an

. acquisition of property from t e person..

(6) Where­
,(a) . by ',virtue of sub-s.ection (5), 'the operation of this Act or of the.

·Regulations is taken to hav esul d in an acquisition of property from
a person; or

(b) the High Court makes a decla ion that the operation of this Act or of
the Regulations has result ·in an' acquisition, of property from a
pe=n, .

the Commonwealth is liable to p to the pe on such compensation in respect
of the acquisition:is is agreed u' n between th rson and the Commonwealth

'. ·or, failing agreement, as is etermined in ac rdance with the succeeding
provisionsof this section: " .

(7) Where­

(a) the Common' althis liable, by
compensatio 0 a person in respect of an acqui 'tion of property from
the. person ing an acquisition in respect 0 w~ich the claimed
amount is ual to or exceeds $5,000,000; and, ".' . .'

(b) . the pe n and the Commonwealth do ~ot, before t. expiration ,of 6
month after-' , . . '. '. .'

'C in a case to which paragraph (6) (a) applies-the xpiration.of',
the period of 3 weeks referred to in sub-section (5);

(ii) in a caSe to which paragraph (6) (b) applies'-:t 'day on
which the declaration referred'to in that paragraph was ade,

reach agreement as to the compensation 'payable in respect . f the
acquisition, . '. .

t Governor-General shall,by notice in writing published in the Gazerle, st e
r . C'.' .

. i

, ,

",
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,,' . ' ..
o the compensation payable in respect of the acquisition.

. 8) Where-

( the Governor-General has, pursuant to sub-section (7), given n ice of
his intention to establish a Commission of Inquiry to inquire 'nto the 5
ompensatio'n payable in respect of an acquisition of,prope' Y from'a

'p rson; and . . . . . ' ....
(b) th erson and the Commonwealth have not reached'agement ·as to

the mpensation payable,
the Governor- eneral shall, by' instrument in writing publishe in the Gazerre, '.10
establish the" Co mission immediately after tlie expiration 0 the period. of 14

.days referred to I that sub-section and shall, by that ins ument; .appoint 3
persons to be the m bers of the Comm·ission.

Where-
.a Commission of. Inquiry is to be establis ed. to inquire into the
compensation pable in resPect of an acqu' Ition of property that is in .
aStat an .

(b)

(9)

(a)

Commission is to be establis e9( (h'e Premier of the St~t by notice in
writing furnished to the Go rnor-General, nominates a person for 20
appointment as a member of Commission, .

one of the perso'nsappointed purs nt to ub-section (8) shail be the' person so
nominated.

(10)· Where a Comm'ission' f Inquiry ha been establish~d to inquire into
and report on the compensati payable in resp ct of an acquisition of property 25
.from a person, the Commi ion shall, as soon practicable, commence 'to
conduct an .inquiry into that· matter and, u less the. person and the
Commonwealth reach ag ement as to the compen tion payable, shall, before
the.expiration of12 mo ths after the establishment the Commission;give a
report in writing to· th Governor-General setting out i reccimmendation as to .30 ..
the compensation tli t is fair and just In respect <if the uisition and setting .'
.out the reasonsfor' recommendation.

.~ . .'. .

. (11.) If, after he establishment of aCommission of Inq, 'ry (0 inquire ~lO

and report on t compensation payable in respect of an acqti" 'tion of property
from a perso and before the Commission has given a report writing to the 35

. Governor-G neral under sub-sectiori·(IO), the person and the mmonwealth
reach agre ent as to the compensation'payable,Jhe Governor- eneral shall,
by instr ent in writing, abolish· the Commission and te inate the
appoint entsofthe members of the Commission.. .

(1 ) Before the expiration of 3. months after the day on w\1ich he r ceives a. .40
rep .of a CommiSsion of Inquiry in relation to the payment of compe alion
in, espect of an acquisition of property from a person, the Governor.:G eral
s 'all, if the person and the Commonwealth have not reached agreeinent to

h : . . .. r. . .

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



.I. .

tQ syeR other mattenj' a£.~R~ Qe"~rF1Gr Gensral G~H.J.siEieFs r~leYar:t, deterffiifi·e,·
the seffifl.risatieR that the Ge"emsr G"Reral eeRsid"ro te ge 'air ad jblst in

. resp... ,..t gf ~I:le acq1!i~it;OR. . '." . . . '. .

. {-DJ \vhere the Ge"emer G-neral mahs'a determirmieR flHrslHmt :s
5 . SHB s.stieR (l:lJ iR rglati9R te an aequisitieR ef flroperly from 3. perseR, the

-Mffiister shall, Befere t:ie eXfliratisF! sf 1~ days after that d•.t.rmiRiHisF. ;5
made, gil'" .Retiee. iF!' '/'r1t'iF!g te the perseF! settiF!g. eblt' the terms sf t~e
'eetermiflfrtie fl, . , .

{-t4) 'Where the efl·ralieR ef'this .' ';:t or ot the F 'gulalioF!& ha~ resHltee iR
10 er is ta!<OF! te ha"e «sultee iF! aA as']blisitieR gf flreflertl' frerFla flArseR :.Re! .

(a) 'he ae']Hisitiep. :5 an ae9Hisili9R iF! '-sfleet "f ,UlRiCA the elaimee.
affi9HRt is 1.55 :han $S,QQQ,QQQ;. .

(B) . a' Csmmi55is~' sf IF,']"ir)' eses RSt ~i"e a rep-art iF! '''TitiRg le the'
.Ge\'erfler" General iR a55sreaRse "'ith SHB seetioF! (10) Befere the

15 eXlliratisR sf theileriae af 12 mgrltfls'referreg to iii tRa' 'HB 'sesti9R
atherwiselflaR Bl' reasaR sf the flerseR aRe lhe CammeR"'eallh ha,.. iRg
reaehee agreement as te the eempeRsatioR pi)'3bl.e; or

( .

'. World Heritage Properties Co~ervation /Vo."5,1983. IL
....,..

\:<. L "(3A) The Lands A'cquisition Act "/989. does not apply. in relation to an
acquisition of property.that results from the operation of this Act.".

ComPeDsation '.

"'17. (I) In. t!lis section: .

~acquisition ofprope;ty" haslhe same irieaning as iri parag1;'aph 51 (x~xi)
. of the Constitution; . .

. "just terID~'~ h.as ·the same meaning as in paragrap~.5 L (xxxi) of' lhe
. . Constitution.. : . . . . ":-. . .' .

. "'(2) Where, but for this section, the operation of this Act would result
in the acquisiti9n of property from a person otherwise than on just terms,
the Commonwealth is liable to pay compensation of -a 'reasonable amount

. to the person in respect of the acquisition.

'(3) Where the Commonwealth and 'the person do not "agree' on' the '1
amount ..of the compensation, the perSon may institute, proceedings. in the
Federal·Court for the recovery from the Commonwealth of such' reasonable.
·amount of'compensatiori as the' Federal Court determines.

. . :...

.'

.. SAo'r k.c\.. \., ':l
> . a \. \<t...." ,"" ~"d

. .
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Entry and search etc.

'"17A. (I) The Minister may, in writing, appoint a person to be an
inspector for the purposes of ,this Act:

, '

,#(2) An inspector may, for 'an eligible' purpose:
(a) enter and search an eligible place;
(b) , ta,ke photographs and record occurrences in an eligible place; and
,(c) inspe~t, examine and '.take photographs and'measurements of an'

eligible thing. ' ,

#(3) F~r the purposes of exercising pow~rs under paragraph (2) (c), an
inspector may stop, detain, enter and search any vehicle,

.., (4) An inspector shall not enter an eligible, place (other than a public
place) under sl!bsection (2), or a vehicle under subsection' (3), unless:

(a) the consent of the pers,on in charge of the eligible place or the
,vehicle has been obtained; . '

,(b) pursuant to a warrant issued under subsection (5); or'
(c) the following conditions are satisfied:

(i) the" inspector believes o~ reasonable 'grou'nds, that it is
ne,cessary to enter in order to prevent the concealment; loss
or destruction of any t'hing; and , '

(ii) , the entry is made in circumstances ,of such s~riousness and'
,urgency as to require and justify immediate entry without
the consent of the person in charge or the authority of 'a
warrant issued under subsection (5):, '

-"(5) If an eligible Judge is satisfied on infor.rnation' on oath by an
inspector that it is reasonably' necessary that the inspector should, for an
eligible purpcse: '_

(a) enter an eligible place and 'exer~ise pcwers under subs~ction (2); or
(b) 'enter a vehicle and exercise powers under paragraph (2) (c);

, the eligibie Judge may issue ,a wa~rant authorising the inspector (whether or
not named in the warrant), with such assistance, and by such force, as is
necessary and reasonable, to enter the eligible place, or, the vehicle, and
exercise the powers.,

;(6) 'A warrant shall specify:
(a) the purpose for which the warrant is issued;

(b) whether entry is authorised' to be made at any time of the day or I
night or only during specified hours of the day ~r night; and I

(c) a day, not being later than"one month after the d~y of i~ue or'the '\
" warrant, at the end of which the warrant ceases to have 'effect.

';(7) The Minister may caUs~ to be issued to ail inspector, other -than a
member of, a police force, an identity card thai specifieS the name and
appointment of the inspector and on which appears' a recent photograph of

'the inspector.. '

r.-

...
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1.,5..,.LJ 61
.l-io. (,19 ",s:1

·....(8) Wher~ 'an 'inspector (other than a.membero·f apolice force who is
·in uniform) exercises a power under subsection (.2) in relation to an eligible'

place or under subsection (3) in relation to a vehicle: .

(a) if the inspector is·.a member of a police' force-the inspecto'r shall
forthwith' produce, for inspection by the' person '(if any) who' is in
charge of the eligible place or the vehicle, written evidence of' the
fact that the inspecto'ris a member of that police force;' or

(b) in any 'other case-the inspector shall forthwith' produce the
.. inspector's identity card for inspection by the person (if any) who

is in chaqj;e of the eligible place or the vehicle;

and if the inspector fails to do so, the inspector' ceases to be authorised to
exercise that power.

...... (9) Where a person' in. possession of an identity card issued to the
person ceases' to be an inspector, the. person shall forthwith return the'

. identity card to the Minister.

Penalty: S100.

.. (10) In this section:

. ~eligible. place" means any land, building or structure, whether or not
. identified 'property or on identified property, but. does 'not include a

dwelling house; ,

"eligitlle purpose" means the purpose of:

(a) determinin'g whether an, act that is unlawful by virtue of
section 9, 10 o'r 11: has been, is being or is likely· to.be done:
or.

(b} obtairiing information that may be relevant· to" the making of ,
. a Proclamation, or a regulation. under'this Act; ,

'''eligible thing" means any thing prescribed by the regulations for the
purposes of this definition. ' "

Obstruction of inspectors.'
. ~ J 71l. 'A person shall not, without reasonable excuse, obstruct or hinder

an inspector exercising powe~ under this Act., .

. Penally: SI',OOO or imprisonme~t for'i2 ~onths, or bolh.

.! .

...

!
i,.
i
!
I

i
I
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1.....s~({"J·bl· .
No: 1, l~g~,s'1

Confidentiality

.l-17C. (I) Subject to this section; a person:

(a). who is or has been an inspector; and·

(br who haS" in exercising powers under this Act, acquired any
i\lformatio[J, or document, relating to the affairs of another person;

shall not, ~ithe: directly or indirectly, ex.:ept for the purposes of" this Act: .
'(c) make a record of, or communicate to any person, any ,of that

information; or

(d) produce that doculTlent to any person., . .' ,
Penalty: $1,ObO or imprisonment for 6 months, or both.

"(2) Nothing in subsection ( I) pr~hibits an inspector from communicating
any information, or pro<:lucing ariy document, to the Minister" the Secretary .

'to the Department or an officer" of the Department. authorised by' the
Secretary to the Department for the' purposes of this section. ' ,

"'(3) Where information is communicated, or a docum'ent is produced;
under subsection (2) to a person, the person, shall' 'not, either directly or
indirectly, except for,the purposes of this Act:, '

(a) 'make a record of, or communicate· to 'any person, any of that
information; or

(b)' produce that document to any person.
Penalty: S1,000 or imprisonment for 6 months, or both.

....(4), Section 38 of the Freedom of Information ,Act '1982 does not apply
in relation to information or documents to which this section applies.C) .

.. '

Delegation'by·Minister

. 18. (1) The Minister may, either generally or as:otherwise provided by the
instrument of delegation, by writing signed by him: delegate to a person all 'or
any of his powers under section 9, 10 or II.: " " "

(2) A ~wer so de1egated;'when ex~rcised by the delegate, shall, f<;lr the
purpo= of this Act, be deemed to have been exercised by the Minister.

(3) A delegation'under this section does not prevent the exercise ofa power'
, by the Minister.

Effect of World Heritage (W~sternTasmania Wilderness) Regulations

19. (1) Subject to sub-section (2), nothing in this Ae:t sh~1I be taken to
affect the oPeration of the World Heritage (Western Tasmania Wilderness)
Regulations, as' amended and in force from time to time under the National
Parks.and WildlIfe Conservation Act 1975.
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(2) Upon the com"mencement of "this Act,r~gulation 7 of the regulations
referred to in sub-section (I) ceaseS to have any operation."" "

(3) Nothing in this section is" intended" to" prevent .the making of a
Proclamation under section 6,7 or 8 in relation to any" property to which the
regulations referred to in sub-section (I )apply. " "5-

Jurisdiction" of Courts ""

20. (1) The High Court "has jurisdiction with respect "to matters arising"
under section 14 and sub-section 17 (4). .

(2) The Federal Court has jurisdiction with respect to matters ari~i~g"
under section 14 and sub-section "17 (14). 10. .. '.

Regulations " "" "
'21. (1) The" Govemor~eneral may"make regulations, not inconsistent

with this Act- " " " " " ""

(a) prescribing-matters required or permitted by this Act to be prescribed;
or " 15

(b) prescribing ""matters" necessary or convenient to be prescribed for
"carrying out orgiving" effect to this Act,

and, in p3.rticular':"':' "
"(c) declaring that speCified property forms part of. the cultural heritage or

"natural heritage; and "20
(d) prescribing m~thods of providing ass~tanceto. the States and to the"

Territories in the identification, protection, conservation", presentation
" and rehabilitation of property forming part of the cultural heritage or

natura:l heritage. "

cz') R~gulationsdeclaring that sPecified property f~ITns part of the cultural
heritage or natural" heritage may be made notwithstandi!!g that tne" property
has, for the purposes"of Article 3 of the Convention, already been identified and"

"delineated as forming part of tIle cultural heritage or natural heritage. "

'-"

"'"

. ("
" !

I

" !
i
i

" I

,
l.­
I
i
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Seclion)

.,

( CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE WORLD CULTURAL AND
NATURAL HERITAGE

The General Conference·of the United Nations Ed"ucational. Scientific and Cultural Organization
meeting in Paris from 11 October"to 21 November 1972, at its seventeenth session.

Not-ing th~t the cultural heritage and the natural he"~ita~e are increasingly threatened with
destruction nol only by the traditional causes of d.::c.ay, but also by changing social and economic
conditions which aggravate the situation with even more formidable phenomena of damage or
destruction;·· . .

~ Considering that deterioration or disappearance·of any item of the cultural or natural heritage
. constitutes a harmnJI impovc:rishmen' of the heritagc{)f aillhe nations of the world,

.Considering t"hat protection of this heritage atlhe national level oft~n remain$ ~ncomplete beCause
of the scale of the rC'SOl,.Ircc::s which it requires and of the insufficient economic, scientific and.technical
resources of the 'country where the,protxrty to be protected is situated,

Recalling thal the Constitution of the Organization provides that it wit! maintain. increase and
diffuse knowledge. by assuring the coriscrvation and protection of the worid's heritage. 'and
recom'mending to the nations concerned the necessary international conventions.

Considering thal the: existing international conv·entions, ~ recommendations and resolulions
concerning cultural and n~llural propen.y demonstrate the importance. fO,r all the peoples of Ihc: world.
or safeguarding this unique and irreplaceable property, to whatever people it may l?el,?n~

Considering lha~ parts of the cultural or natura(heritage are of outstanding interest and therefore
,!teed to be preserved as part of the world herit~geof mankind as a whole" '

Considering that, in view of the .magnitude and gravity of the new dange~ threatening th~m. it is
inc~mbc:nt on the interna,tional community as a whole to particip:tte in the: protection of the culturai
and natural heritage bf outstanding univenal value, by the granling of collective assistarJce which, .
allhough nOllaking the place of action by the Slale concerned, will serve as an eneclive complement
thereio,·' .

Considering that·it is essential for t~is purpose' to adop~new provisions in the form of a convention
establishing, an effective system 'or collective' protection of the cultural and natural heritage of
outstanding universal.value. organized on a permanent ba'.iis and in accordance with modern scienlific­
methods,

. Having decided. ,al its sixteenth ses.sio~ that this qUCstion should be, made Ihe subject of an
international convention.·

Adopts this sixteenth day of November 1972th1s ~onvenlion"

I. DEFINITIONS OF THE CULTURAL AND THE NATURAL HERITAGE

Article t
For the purposes ofthis Conycntion. the following shall be considered as. "cullural heritage";

monuments: architcciural works, works of monumental $Culplure and painting. ~Iements' or
structures of an archaeological nature. inscript.ions, Cave dwellings andbJmb.inations of features.
which arc of outstanding unive~1 value from the point of view of history, art or science: .

groups or buildings: groups of separale or connected buildings which, becauSe of their architecture.
their ho·mogeneity or their place in the landscape, ;fO:: of outstanding un,iversal ~lue from the point

'of yicw of history. art or sCience; ,

.. sites: works of man or.the combined works or nature ·and of man. arid areas including arch3eological
sites which are of outstanding universal value from the historical. aesthetic. ·eIhnological or
a~thropologicalpoints of view.

Article 2

For thepu~ofthi~Convention. lhe fotlowingshalt be: cOr\!idered as "natur31 heritage";

natural features cOr\!isling of ,physical and biological formations or grouPSI of such formations.
which are or outstanding universal value from the aesthetic or scientific point of view; .
geological and physiographical formations 'and preciselY delineated areas which 'co~stitul~· the
habi.tat of threatened species of animals and plants oroutstanding universal value from the p;Jlnl of
view of science or conservation;,
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II. NATIONAL· PROTECTION AND ·1I·.jTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF 'THE
. CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE'

Article)

It is for" each Stale Party lo.this Convention to identify a~d delineate the different properties
situated.on its territory mentioned in Articles I and i abOve. ....

Article 4

Each Slate Party to this Convention recognizes that the dUly of ensuring the· idenlificati~n.
protection,. conservation. presentation and transmission to future generations of the: cultural and.
natural heritage rderred to in Articles I and 2 and,situated on its territory, belongs primarily to' that
State. It: will do all it an to this end. to the utmost-of its own resources and, where appropriate, with
any international assistance and ~peration, in particular, financial, artistic, scientific and technical,

. which it ~aY!?e able"to bbtain. "

{
I·

\
r
i
I

(

,
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SCHEDULE-continued
natural-sites. or precisely· delineated na~ural arca5 of oUlSla.!1ding universal value from the point of
view of science, conserv.~tionor n..nunl beauty.

16

Article 5"
.To epsure that effective and' acti\le me.:1Sures are .laken for the protection, conservation and

prc::senlation of the cultural and natural. heritage situated on its territory, each State Party to this
~on.ventionshall endeavour, in so far 3.5 pOssible, and as appropriate for each country:

(a) to adopt a general policy which aims 10 give the cultural and natural heritage a function in the
life of the community and to integ'rate the protection of that heritage into comprehensiye
planning p'rogra":,mes';

(b) to set up within its territories. where such services do not exist, one or more services for the
protection, conservation and presentation of" the cultural and natural heritage with an
approp,riatc 512ff and~ing the means t.o ~ischarge their functions;- "

(c) to de~e1op sc1!=ntific and technical stu~ies' and research and fo 'work out such operating
methods as wilt make the State capable of counteracting the dangers that thruten· its cultur.ll
or natural heritage; " .

(cl) to take the appropriate. legal, scientific,. technical, administrative and financial measures
necessary for" the' identification, protection, conscf\lalion, presentation and rehabilitation ."of
this heritagc;-and ."." . " "" ""

(e)" to foster thc'esta.blishmen"t or develop~e~tof national or regio~al centres for traini~g i~ the
protection, conservation and presentation .of the cultural and "natural" heritage" and" to
cnco~ragescientific research in this field. .

. . " . Article 6

1. W~ilSl fully respecting the sovereignty ~f the-Slates on whose territory the cultural and n~lural
heritage mentioned in Articles I and 2 is situated, and without prejudice to property rights provided by
national legislation, the States Parties to lhis Convention recognize that such heritage: constitutes a
world heritage: for whose protection it is the duty of the international community.as a whole to
co-opcratc. ," '>--.

2. The States Partic;s ·undertake. in accordan~ with the provisions of this 'Cori~ention, to' g'ive their
help in the identification, protection, conservation and prcscrVation of the ~ltural and natural
heritage referr~ to in paragraphs 2 and. 4 of ~rticle II if the States on whose territ<?ry it is situated so
requcsL " .

. ): Each Stat~ Party to this Convention und~rtakes not to take any deliberale measures which.
might damage directly or indirectly the,cultural and natural heritage referred to in Articles I and 2·
situated on the territory of other States Parties to this Conyenlion.

Articl"e 7

For the purpose of· this C~nvention, inte;rnetional protection of the world cultural and na~liral
heritage shall be understood lo mean the establishment of a system of internalional c~pcration and
assistance designed to support States P4nies to the Convention in their efforts to conservc and identify
lhat heritage. " "

. '

\ \
\

I
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SCHEDULE-continued
III. INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF·THE'

WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Article 8

l. An Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection of lhc:c.ullural and N~lural Heritage of
Outstanding Universal Value, called "the World Heritage Commiltec", is hereby .cstablished within
the United Nations Educational. Scientific' and Cultural Organiz..ation. It shall be: composed of 15
Stales Parties to the ConventiOn, elected by $tatt:.s Parties to the Convention meeting in genera!
assembly during the ordinary session of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational.
Scientific and Cultural Organiution. The numbc::r of States memlxrs of the Commiltee shall be
increased to 21 as from the dale of the ordinary ~ion of lhe General (o'nference'following the entry
into force o( this convention (or at least 40 Slalcs. .

.2. Election of membea of the Committee shall ensure an equitable representation of the different
regions and cultures of the world.' .

• 3. A repres<:ntative of the lntem~tionatCentre for the Study. of thl= Preservation and.Restoratio~
of cultural Property (Rome Centre), a representative of the International Council of Monuments and'
SiteS (lCOMOS) and a reprc:sc:ntative of the Internationa{ Union for Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN). to y.,hom may be added, at the request of St:1tes Parties to the Convention
meeting. in general assembly during the ordinary.sessionS of the General Conference; or-the United
Nations E~ucational,Scientific and CullUral Organization. representativd of other intergovernmental
or non:-governmental organizations, with similar objectives, may attend the meetings of the Commitlee
in an advisory capacity.

, Article9

l. The term of office oj States membo:rs of the World Heritage Committee shall extend from the
end of the o~dinaryscs.sion of the General Conference during which t~ey are elected until the end of its

· third subsequent ordi.n.arysession:' '
'.2. The term of office orone·third of the members designated at the time of the first elect.ion shall:

however, cease at the end of the first ordinary session of th&=:.General Conference following that at'
which they were elec:ted; and the term of office of a further third of-the members designa~edat'the same
tim~ shall cease at the end of the second ordinary session of the General Conferenc:e: following that at
which they were elected: The names. of these- members shall be chosen by lot by t~e President of the
General Conferene.e of the United Nations Educ.ati9nal. Scientific and Cultural Qrganizatian after the
first election.

3. States mem'?ers of li:te Committee shall choose as their representatives persons qualified in the
field of the cultural or natural heritage. .

Article 10

1. Th~ World Heritage Committee shOll! adopt its Rules of Procedure.

2. The Committee mOly at any time !nvite public or privatG organizations or individuals to
· participate in its meetingS for consultation on ?articular problems..

3.. The Committee may c~eate such consultative' bodies as it deems necessary for· the performanc~
of its functions. .

, Article II . " .. . .,
I. Every State Party to this Conyention shall: in so far as pOssible, submit to th::"Worid Heritage

. Committee an inyentory o( property fanning part of the cultural.and natural heritage. situated in its
territory and suitable for inclusion in the list provided forin paragraph 2of this Article.' This inventory.
which shall not be· considered exhaustive, shan include documentation about the location of ~he

· property jn question and its significance.

2. On ·the basis of the inventories submitted by States in accordance with paragraph I. the
Committee shall establish., keep up. to-date and publish•.under the title of "World Herilage List", a list
of properties (arming par~ of the cultural heritage and natural heritage,'as defined in Articles I and 2 of
this Convention, which it·considers as having outstanding uni"eCS3.1 value in term.s of suc~ criteria as it
shall have established. An updated list shalt be distributed atle.ast every two years. .

J." The inclusion of a property 'in the World Heritage List requires the conSent of the State
concerned. The inclusion of a property situ~ted in a territory. sovereignty or jurisdicti9n over which is
claimed by morc than one Slate shall in no way prejudice: the rights of the parties to the dispute.

4. The Committee shall ~tablish. keep up to date and publish. wheneye~ circumstances sh,all so
require, under the title of "List of Wor~d Heritage in Danger", a list of the property appearing 10 ,the
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World Heritage list for the' co~serv2tion.·of which major operations arc n~c'essary and for which
assist3.l'1ce has been requested- under this Convention. This list shall contain .an estimate: ,of the cost of
such operations. The list may inc:lude only such property fonning' part of the: cultural and natural
heritage as is threatened by serious and specific dangers. such as the threat of disappearance caused by
accelerated deterioration, large-scale public or private: proj~cts or rapid urban or tourist development
projects; destruction caused by' chang~ in the use or ownership of the land; major alterations due to
unknown causes; abandonment for any reason 'whal5Oever; the outbreak or the threat of an anned
conflict; calamities and cataclysms; serious fires; eart.hquakes, landslides; volcanic eruptions; changes in
water level, floods. and tidal waves. The Committee may at any time, in case of urgent need, make a
new entry in the List of World Heritage in Danger and.publicize such entry immediately.

5. The. Committee shall define the criteria 011 the basis of which a property belonging to t~"e

cultural or natural heritage may pe included in either of the lists mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 4 oj.
this article:

6..Before rdusing a. request for inclusion in one of the two lists mentioned in paragraphS 2 and 4 of
this article; the Committee shall consult the State P.arty in whose territory the cultural or natural
pr0Perty'in question is situated.

7.. Tne Committee shall, with the agreement of the States con~rned, co-ordinate 'arid encourage
'the s~udies and research needed for the drawing up of the"lisLS referred to,in paragraphs 2 and 4 of this'
article.

,
\
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Article 12

The fact that a property belonging to the cultural or natural heritage has not been included in either
of the two 'lists mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 4 of Article 11 shall in no way be construed to mean that
it does not have an'outstanding universa~ value for purposes other than those resulting from inclusion
in these lisu:.

Article 13

I. The World Heritage Committee shalt' receive and study requestS for internati0r:'al assistance
formulated by States Parties to this Convention with respect to property forming part' or the cultural or

.. natural heritage, situated in their territories, and"included or potentially suitable for inclusion in,the
lists,referred to in paragraphs 2 and 4 of Article'] I. The purpose of such requestS may be:: to secure the.
protection. ~nscrvation,presentation or rehabili.Lation o( such property. '

2_ RequestS: for international a,s.sistance under pa'ra.graph I of this article may al,so be concerned
,w,ith identification of cultural. or natural proPerty defined in Articles I and 2, when preliminary
i~vestigations have shown that fu~herinquirieswould be justified.

, 3. The Committee sh~11 decide on the action to ~ taken with resard to these requests. determine
where appropriate. the natuce and extent of its assistance. and authorize the conclusion. on' its behalf.
of the nec.es.sary arrangements with the government concerned.

4. The Committee shall determi~e a~ order of priorit,ies for it!""Operatio~. It shall. in so doing b;ar
In mind the respective importance for the, world cultural and-natural heritage of the property requirin,g
p.rotection•.the need to give international assistance to the; property .most representative of a natural
el.1vironment or of the genius and the history of the peoples \?f the. world,' the urgency of the work to be
done, the resources available to the States on whose territory the threatened property is situated and in'
particular the extent to which they' are abl~ to safeguard such property by their own mean~ .

, 5. The Committee shall draw up, keep up to date and publicize a' list of property>for which
international'assis~nc.: ltas been granted. '. .

. 6. The Committee shall decide on the use of the r~urccsof the Fund established under-Article IS
of this Convention. It shall'seek ways of increasing these resources and shall take all usCful,~tep5 to this
end.' .

7. The C~mmittee shall co-operate' with international' ~nd national. gove'rnmental and
non-governmenLaI organizations having objectives similar to those of this .convention. For the
implementation of its programmes and projects. the Committee may call on such organizations.:
particularly the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation ,and Restoration of Cultural
Property (lhe Rome,Centre). the·lnternational Council of Monuments and Sites (lCOMOS) 3!1d Ihe

: International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), as well a;s on public
and private bodies and individuals. ' .

8. Decisions of the Committee shall'be taken by a 'majority of two-thirds onts members pr~nt
and voting. A majority of the members of the Committee shalt constiqJte a quorum.

\

..
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Article 14

I. The World Herilag;c Comrniuc:e shall 'be 3s.iislcc.l by a Secretariat' :J.ppointed .bv the
Dirc;clor-G~oeral of the United Nations Educationa!, Scientific and Cultural Organization. . .

t The Dircclor-General of the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization.
utilizing lo-the fullest extent possible the service:5..;Q.f the International Centre for the Study of the
Preservation and the Restoration or Cultural Property (the Rome Centre), the International ClJuncil
of Monuments and Sites "(lCOMOS) and the International Union for Conservation of Nature and
Natural·Resources (I UCN) in their respective areas or con:tpctence and capability, shall prepare the
Committee's documentation and the agenda·of its meetings ana shall have the responsibility fur the
implementation ~f its decisions.

IV. FUND FOR THE PROTECTION QF THE WORLD-CULTURAL AND' NATURAL
HERITAGE

Article 15

1.'A Fund for the Protection of ' the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of Outstanding
Uni ....ersal Value,caUed "the World Heritage Fund", is hereby established.

1. The Fund shall' constitute a trust fund, in ~onfurmity with the provisiurui of Ihe Finam:ial
Regulations oflhe United'Nations Educa,tiona~,Scientific and Cultur.d Organiz;uion.

3. The resources of the Fund shall consist of:

(a) compulsory and voluntary contributions made b:rthe States Parties tu this Cunvenliun•.

(h) contributions, gifts or bc.quests which may be: made: by:
(i) other Stat'c:S; ..__

(ii) the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural OrK3niutil.>n, other
organizations of the United Nations system. particularly the United. Nations
Development Programme or other iritergovernn:tental organiu.tioc:s;

(iii) public or private bodies or individuals;

(c) any interest due,on the resources of the Fund;

(d) funds raised by cOllections and receip'~ from events organiz.ed for the benefit or the Fund: and
(e) 'all other: rc::sources authorized by the Fund's regulations, as drawn up by the 'World Herit<1ge

Commillee.
4. Contributions to the Fund and other forms of assistance.made,avaifable to the Committee may

be used only for such purposes as the Committcc shalt de'fine. The Commiuce may accept
contributions to be used only for a certain programme or project, provided that the'Committee shall
have decided on the implementation of such programme or,project. N.o political conditions may be.
attached to contributions made to the Fund.

Article 16

1. Without prejudice to any supplementary voluntary con~ribution. the States Parties to thi~'

Convention undertake to pay regularly, every two years, to the World Heritage Fund. contributions.
the amount of which, in the form of a uniform pcrcentag-: applicable to all States, shall be determined
by the General .Assembly of Stales Parties to the Convention, meeting during t~ sessions of th,7
General Conference of the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural" Organization. ThIS'
decision of the General Assembly'requires the majority of the States Parties pres.:nt and voting. which
have: not made the declaration. referred to in paragraph 2 or this Artic!c:... (n no case shall the
compulsory contribution of States Parties. to the Convl:l1tion ei.ceed I%. of the contribution to' the
Regular Budget or the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cullural Organization.

2. However, ~eh State referred to in Article 31 or in Article 32 oC this Conventi~n may declare, at
the time of the deposit of iu instruments of ratification. acceptance or accession. that it shall not be
bound by the provisions or paragraph I of ~his Article. '

. .3. A State Party to the Convention which has made the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 of
this Article may at any time withdraw the'said declaration by o9tifying the Director-General of the
Uni~ed Nations,Educ::ational, Scientinc and Cultural Organization. However, the withdraw3.1 o.i ,the
declaration shall not lake effect in regard to lhe compulsory contribution due by the Stille until the
datc of the subsequent General Assembly of States Parties to thc Convention. '

4. In order thatlhe Committee may be able to plan its operations effectively. the contributions ~f
States Parties to this Convention which have made the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 of thts
Article. shall be. paid on a regular'basis. at least every' two years. and should not ?c less than the
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co'n(ributio~swhich they shouli:i have paid if they had been bound by the provisions of paragraph I of
this Article. . . '

5.' Any Stale Party to ~he Convention which is in arrears' wiLh the payment of its compulsory or
voluntary contribution for·the current year and the calendar year immediately preceding it shall not be
eligible as a.Member of the World Heritage Committee, although this p,rov,ision shall not apply to the
first election. . .

The terms of office of any such State which is alre;ldy'a member' of the ~ommitleeshall terminate
~t the time of the e1ecti0":5 provide~ for in Article 8, paragraph I of this.Conventiol1. .

Article 17 .-

The States Parties 'to this Convention shall consider or encourag~ the establishment of national.
public and private foundations or associations whose. pu.r~ is to invite donations for the protection
of tile cult~ral and natural heritage as defined in Anicles I and 2of this Convention.

Article 18

The States Parties to this Convention shall give.their assistance to international fund-raising
'campaigns organized for the. World Heritage Fund 'under the 'auspices of the United N'ltions
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. They shall facilitate collections made by the bodies
ment.ioned in p~ragraph 3of Article IS for this purpose..

V. CONDITIONS AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE

Article 19

Any St.ate Party to. ~his Convention may request international assistance for property forming part
of the cultural or.natural heritage of outstanding universal value sitUated within ils territory. It shall
submit with iu rcqccst s'uch information and documentation provided for in Anicle 2 i as it has in its
~ion and as will enable the Comn:aittee: to tome to a decision. .

Article 20

Subject to the'provisions of paragraph 2 of Article D,.sub-paragraph (e) of Article 22 ancfArticlc
23, international ;LS.$istance'provided for by this Convention may be grcinted only to property forming·
part of the cultural and natural heritage which the World Heritage Committee has decided, or. may
dec.ide, t.o enter in one of the lists mentioned..in par2graphs 2 and -4 of Article II~

Article 21

I. The World Heritage C"OlT!mittcc' shalt. de~ne the proceeture 'by which' requests. to it for
international assistance shall be co~idered and shall.specify the content"of the requ·cst. which should
define the operation contemplated, the work that is necessary, the expected cost thereof. the degree of
urgency and the r.casons Why the resources or the: Slate requesting assistance do not allow it to meet all
the expenses. Such req.uests.musl be supported by experts' reports whenever possible.. .'

2. ReqUe:slS based lipon disasters or natural caiamities should. by reasonS of. the urgent work which
they may involve, be given immediate, priority c:onsideration by the Comm~ttee,which should have a
reserve fund at its disposal again:;t such contingencies. . . ' ,

3. Before coming to a decision, the Committee shalt carry out such studies and consultitions as it
dee.ms necessary. . '"

Article 22

Assistance granted by the World Heritage Committee may takc:thc: following rorms:

(a) studies ~nceming the artistic;scientific and tcehnical~problems raised by the protection,.
'cOoscrvatio'n, presentation and rehabilitation of the cultural and natural heritage, as defined in

. paragraphs 2 and 4 of Article II of this Convention: ~

:(b) provision or cxpcrt.i.. 't~chni,ians and .skilled labour tO,ensure th~t the approve1i work is
correctly ca..rried out: . .

(c) lraining of staff and specialists at all levels. in the field of identification, protection,
conservation. presentation and rehabilitation or lhe cultural and natural heritage;

(d) supply of equip~ent which the Slate concerned does not Possess or is not in'a position to
acquire;.

(e) low.in.t~rcstor interest-free loans which might be rcpayable,on a long:term.ba.sis; '.

(I) 'the granting, in exceptional c..ases and for special. reasons, of.non-repayable subsidieS.

(

,

\.

I.'l

. i

\

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



World Heritage Properties Conservation No.5. 1983 21

(

I
."

",
",

(

,SCHEDULE-continued
Article 23

The World Heritage Commiltee m~y also provide: international assistance to national or region~1
centres for the training of staff and specialists at all levels in lh~ field of identification. protection,

· conservation, presentation and .repabilitalion of the cultural and natural heritage.· ' .

-Article 24

International issistance on a large scale shall be 'preceded by dCI:liled scientific, econo~ic and
ll:chnicat studies. These studies shalt dra"w upon the most advanced techniques for the protection.
conservation, pres.en13tion and rehabilitation of the natural ·and cultural heritage and shall be:
consistent with the objectives or lhis Convention. The studies shall atso seek means of making rational

· use of the resources available in the Stale concerned.

Article 2S
. As a general.rule, only part of ·the coSt of work.. necessary ~J:1all be bome by .th~ international

Community. The contribution of .the State benefiting from international assistance shall constitute a
substantial share of the resources devoted to each programme or pr9jec.t, 'Cmtes.s ilS resources do nOl
pennit this. . .

Article 26

The World Heritage Committee and the recipient State shalt define in the agreement they conclude
the conditions in which a programme or project for which international assistance under the terms of
this Convention is provided. shaH ~ carried out. It shalfbe the responsibility of the State receiving.such

· international assisunce to continue to protect. conserve ·a':ld present the property SO safeguarded. in
observance of the conditions laid dawn by the agreement.

VI. ,EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES

Article 27

I: The ·States Parties to this .Convention shall· endeavour by all appropriate means, ilnd in
part·icular by educational and information programmes,..ta strengthen appreciation and respect by .

· their peoples of the cultural and natural heriLage defined. in Articles I and 2 of the Convention.
2. They· shall undertake to keep· the publfc broadly infonned of the dangers threatening th·is

heritage and o( aClivities carried on in pursuance oT this Convention. .

. Article 28

SLates P.artid to this Convention which reCeive international 3SSlsunce under the Convenlion.shall
take appropriate measures to make known the importance of the property for which assistance has
been rec::cived. and the role played by such assistance. . .

VII. REPORTS

. '. Article 29

1. .The S~tes P;lrties to this· Convention shall,-in th~ r~por.ts whJch they submit ta the General
Conference of the United Nati.ons Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgaraiulion.on dates and in ~

manner to be determined by it. give infonnalion ~n the. legislative.and adminiitratiVe. provisions which
they have adopted and other action which lhey have taken Cor the application of .this Convention·, .
together.with details of tlie cxpericnce acquired in this field.

2. These repons shall be brought to the attention oC the World Heritage COmmittee.
J. The" Committee shall submit a. report on its activities. at each· of the ordin~ry sessions of the

Gene~1Conference of the United Nations Educational. Scientific ilnd Cultural Organization. .

VIII. FINAL CU.USES
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be deposited in the archives of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizaliol).
. and cc:E:tified true copies of which shaH be delivered to aU the States referred to i~ Articles 3t"arid 32 as

well as to the.United.Natio~s.·· , .
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