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DECREE-LAII

of 31 October 1941 1/

Elie Lescot
President of the Republic

Given Articles 30 and 35 of the Constitution;

Given Article 30 of the Law of 23 April 1940, classifying as historical monu­
ments immovables whose conservation 15 ln the public interest;

Considering that archaeological abjects discovered on Haitian territory are
the property of the Nation;

Gonsidering that such objects constitute a precious source for research relat­
Ing to Haltian archaeology and ethnology;

That a Bureau of fthnology should be established in arder ta collect and con­
serve these abjects;

On the basls of the report of the Secretary of State for the Interlor;

Following the dellberatlon of the Councll of Secretaries of State;

And with the approval of the StandIng Committee of the National Assembly;

DEeREES

Article l - A Bureau of Ethnology Is hereby establlshed whose duties shall be
defined by arder of the President of the Republic.

Article 2 - AlI archaeological and ethnographical specimens discovered on
Haitlan territory are hereby declared ta be the property of the Nation and
their D'mers, if such there he, shall only be authorized ta retain them "lth
the status of keepers after declaring them ta the Bureau of Ethnology.

Article 3 - AlI artefacts of scientific or artlstic significance produced by
the pre Columbian population of the Republic are considered as archaeological
abjects.

Article 4 - No archaeological specimen may be exported "ithout the authoriz­
ation of the Department of the Interior, issued on the basis of a report by
the Bureau of Ethnology.

Article 5 - In case of uncertainty as ta the origin, nature or value of an
archaeological specimen, the final decision shall rest with a CommissIon
appointed by the Bureau of Ethnology of the Republic of Halti with the ap­
proval of the Secretary of State for the Interior.

1/ Unofficial translation prepared by Unesco.
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Article 6 - Archaeological abjects discovered hy indivld ••als shall he declared
ta the Bureau of Ethnolngy of the Repuhllc of Haiti. This Bureau shall
appoint, wlth the authorizatlon of the Secretary of State for the Interior, a
competent Commission which shall draw up an Inventory on hehalf of the State
and shall decide whether the aforesaid abjects shall he inclurled in the
national collections. The State reserves the rlght ta retain any specimen
which 1s recognized as being unique or of miljor scllolarly interest.

Article 7 - No archaeological excavation may he undertaken \vithout the ::lUthor­
lzation of the Secretary of State for the lnterior, l'ho shall grnnt the
necessary permission on the rccommendatlon of the BUrealJ of Fthnnlogy uf tlle
Repuhlic of Haiti solely ta Haltian or foreign institutions of recopnl.ed
scholArly authority and ta Haltian or foreign nationaIs representinB scl101~rly

institutions or associations with a well-establlshed reputation.

Article B - The State reserves the right ta send to the excavation Bite a
representative, ta he nominated by the Rureau of Ethnology of the Pepublic of
Haiti in ~onsllltRtion witll the Secretary of State for the Interior.

Article 9 - Any foreign archaeologist with the necessary 3l1thorfzation shall
submit the results ùf his excavations to the BlIreau of Ethnology, \vll1ch shall
list them And conserve on hehalf of the State: 1. uniqlJe specimens;
2. specimens representative of series. Other spccimpns, after Borting, sllnll
relna!n at the dLsposal of the institution or individual responsihle fur the
eXGlvation.

ArtIcle 10 - The LaI' requlres aIl individu"ls and Institution. to report th~

discovery or acquIsition of an arcllaeolo~icRl specimen to tlle Rure;lu of
Ethnnlogy of the Repuhlic nf Haiti.

Article Il - Any breach of the provisions of the present rlecree-law ahail he
punished by a period of imprisonment of from six œonths to one yeaf and hy ;1

fine of from 500 ta 1,000 gourdes.

Article 12 - ThIs decree-Iaw annuls aIl la"s, decree-la,," ""d provisions in
laws ilnd decree-laws to the contrary, specifically Article 30 of tlle Law of 23
Al1ril 1940, classifying 35 hi5toricAl monuments Immovables whose conservation
is in tllC public interest J and shall he executed by the Secretaries of Stat~

for tlle Interlor, Public Edllcation and Finance, in their respective areas of
concerna

[ont? at the National Palace, Port-au-Prince, 31 Detober 1941, in the
138th y~ar of I~rlepenrlenceJ

F.!ie Lescot
Py the President: The Secretary uf State for the lnterior:

Vely Theb,ud

By autl1orization of the Standing CO~lnlttee of the ~ationn1 Asse~~ly,

Chairmon of the St.1nding Committee of tbe Nation,,) Ass~mhl)':

Nemours
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IN THE NM!E OF THE REPUP.LIC

The President of the Republlc orders the seal of the Republic ta he
affixed ta the above decree-law which shall be printed, published and execllted.

Done nt the National Palace, Port-au-Prince, 5 November 1941, in the
iJRth year of Indcpendence.

Elie Lescot
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