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Introduction

There has been a growing recognition in recent years of the roles of culture and cultural diversity in nature

conservation and sustainable development; more particularly regarding the roles and responsibilities

indigenous peoples can play in managing and conserving the often complex ecosystems they inhabit.

The relationship between indigenous cultures and their natural environment involves a complex series

of interactive adaptations over time. This inter-relationship makes it almost impossible to describe most

ecosystems in Asia with popular environmental terms such as “pristine” and “virgin”. Even if these

ecosystems sometimes appear to be in their original state, it is perhaps more accurate to describe them as

‘optimized ecosystems’ or ‘cultural ecosystems’. This is the case for many of the natural reserves, national

parks and restricted protected areas today.

Many have argued that, to pursue biodiversity
conservation as one of the central pillars for sustainable
development, conservation interventions should strongly
take into account cultural diversity, including traditional
knowledge, local practices, indigenous beliefs, local
taboos, customary rights and rules, as well as related
cultural expressions and practices. However, the
intensified economic development in Asia has been seen
causing accelerated erosion of cultural diversity along
with biodiversity loss, putting the interdependence-ship of
culture diversity and biodiversity in many places at stake.
Due to policy gaps and lack of knowledge, understanding
and recognition, sometimes even conservation and
ecotourism projects ignore the local and inherent cultural
diversity of the areas concerned. Such an ethnocentric
approach often results in management conflicts and in
some cases even further marginalizes indigenous groups,

causing social and equity problems.

The United Nations World Commission on Environment
and Development describes the disappearance of
indigenous cultures and their related knowledge as “a
loss for the larger society, which could learn a great deal

from their traditional skills in managing very complex

1 WCED 1987

ecological systems”'. UNESCO, in its mid-term strategy
(2002-2007) and current biennium workplan, has put

it as a priority to ‘Enhancing linkages between cultural
and biological diversity’. Biosphere Reserves, on the one
hand, are expected to develop a consolidated knowledge-
base of the inter-dependence of cultural and biological
diversity and of cultural practices supporting local-level
sustainable use of biodiversity. On the other hand, it is
important to increase awareness among national level
policy and decision makers on the role of sacred sites,
cultural landscapes and community conservation areas in
the sustainable use of biodiversity. This approach is also in
line with the UNESCO Convention on Cultural Diversity,
established in 2001 and put into force in 2005.

It is under this framework, and through consultation in
2006, that Ecotone-SeaBRnet and CBRN had decided to
join their meetings to address this challenging issue. The
joint regional seminar and national conference hold from
7-12 November 2007 provided a unique opportunity

for experts, managers, practitioners and community
representatives to meet and exchange their views and

experiences on this subject.

Vii



Executive summary

The joint Regional Seminar of the Ecotone-SeaBRnet 20072 and the 9th Conference of the Chinese

Biosphere Reserve Network (CBRN) brought together experts, managers and practitioners as well as

local government officials and community representatives. The aim was to address the challenging and

increasingly acknowledged issue of cultural diversity and its role in biodiversity conservation and sustainable

development in the Asian and Pacific region.

The seminar was attended by the 12 countries involved

in Ecotone and the Southeast Asian Biosphere Reserve
Network (SeaBRnet), namely Cambodia, China, Indonesia,
Japan, Laos PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand,
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. The participant from
Republic of Korea was not able to attend and provided
the paper for distribution. Further participants included
representatives from other MAB regional networks such
as the South and Central Asia MAB (SACAM) and the

East Asian Biosphere Reserve Network (EABRN) as well

as representatives from UNESCO Offices in Beijing and
Jakarta. Experts from various institutions and organizations
were invited to provide key note speeches and their
expertise in discussions and information exchange as well

as were local community and government representatives.

Located in the impressive setting of the Maolan Biosphere
Reserve, the seminar provided the unique opportunity

for the exchange of expertise and information obtained
through MAB related studies, surveys and cases from the
field regarding cultural diversity and its intrinsic link with

biodiversity.

Knowledge gaps and weaknesses in conservation and
development policies in the Asia and Pacific region were
identified and approaches for improvement debated.

As a result recommendations on the new orientation

of Biosphere Reserves as ‘learning laboratories’ for
sustainable development and on the orientation of the

MAB programme in the future were developed.

2 Ecotone-SeaBRnet 2007 is referred to
the Ecotone Phase Il 3rd Workshop and SeaBRnet 5th Meeting

viii

During an extensive two-day field visit, participants

met and discussed with the community members of
different ethnic groups living in the biosphere reserve.
The participants engaged in a fruitful discussion with the
Governor of Libo County, Mr. Choubiao Chen, and the
Maolan Biosphere Reserve Directors, Jincheng Ran and
Luming Wei on the successes and challenges of the BR
management based on the impressions and information

gained during the filed visits.

This joint seminar resulted in two fundamental documents
outlining the future approach of SeaBRnet and CBRN
regarding the linkages between cultural diversity,
biodiversity and sustainable development in the Asian
context: the Maolan Declaration agreed by members and
friends of SeaBRnet, and the Libo Consensus signed by
representatives from Biosphere Reserves and National
Parks in the P.R. China.

The seminar was organized by the Chinese MAB National
Committee, Guizhou Provincial Government and the
Government of Libo County of P. R. China with support
from UNESCO MAB Regular Programme in Jakarta and
Bangkok, and the Japanese Fund in Trust Programme to
the UNESCO Sciences in Asia-Pacific.



Maolan Biosphere Reserve

The area of Maolan was officially nominated as a Nature Reserve in 1987 and one year later as a National

Nature Reserve. Due to its high biodiversity it was designated as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 1996 and
just recently been inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List as part of the South China Karst (2007)

which is made up of the stone forest in Yunnan Province, Libo County in Guizhou Province, and Wulong

County in Chongging City.

The Biosphere Reserve is located in Libo County, Guizhou
Province (South China), in the South of the Guizhou
Plateau at 414-1,071 m a.s.l. (East Longitude 107°7'-
108°8’, North Latitude 25°7-25°39’). It comprises 21,285
ha of which 83.05 km2 constitute the core zone, 81.3 km?2

the buffer zone and 48.5 km2 an experimental zone.

In correspondence with the zoning scheme of the
Biosphere Reserve the core zone is free of human
presence and activities. In the buffer zone some
communities can be found with low population number
and minimal infrastructure. The experimental zone is the
main area of human settlements and activities with a high
population and increasing infrastructure. The total number
of inhabitants in the Biopshere Reserve is around 8000

with a density of 37,6 person/km2.

Maolan Biosphere Reserve exhibits a peculiar landscape
— a mix of Karst gecomorphology with a relic original forest
ecosystem - a landscape rarely be found in China or in

areas of the same latitude worldwide.

Lying in the moist monsoon area, a transition area

from central subtropics to south subtropics, the reserve
belongs to the Subtropical Forest Province of China of the
Palearctic Biogeographical Region. Forests are extensively
distributed among groups of Karst peaks, either tier upon
tier on the Karst funnels or continuously on the open
depressed areas. The total forest cover rate in the Reserve
amounts to 87.3 % and 92 % in the core zone. Influenced
by Karst geology and topography, limestone-mixed
evergreen and broadleaf forests can be found, which are

floristically close to Yunnan and Guizhou Provinces.

There are seven first class national protected plants in
Maolan including Yew, Magnolia, and white flowered
orchids. Among the 109 species of second national

protection are bluish green pine, short leafed Douglas

fir, Pimento, Incienso, and 85 kinds of orchids. With

its unique karst physiognomy the Biosphere Reserve is

a ecological niche for 26 endemic species such as the
Libo Bamboo. Seed plants amount to 1,300 different
species. Among these are 8 first and second classes of
national protection as well as 15 endemic species. More
than 20 species have been newly discovered, such as the
mangliete (Manglietia calcarea), thorn bean (Carpinus

lipoensis) and indosasa (Indosasa lipoensis).

Due to the wide distribution of wild plum species
including plum trees of 200 years age, Maolan has been
considered as ‘China’s wild plum flower center’ by the
China Plum Association. Given the favorable weather,
the Authority of Maolan plans to plant 323 different kind
of plum tree species discovered worldwide as a tourist

attraction.

The rich fauna of Maolan Biosphere Reserve belongs

to the oriental region and exhibits many rare as well as
endangered species. Over 300 species of vertebrates and
140 species of birds can be found. More than 30 species
are under national protection, e.g. South China tiger
(Phanthera tigris amoyensis), rhesus monkey (Macaca
mulatta), leopard (Panthera pardus), small Indian civet
(Viverricula indica) and mainland serow (Capricornis
sumatraensis). 138 animals have been newly discovered
such as the Libopi gecko, Maolan Leafhopper, Maolan
fungus gnat, Maolan blind ground beetle and the Maolan

Anue Spider.

The Biosphere Reserve embraces 8 townships (Lihua,
Yongkang, Dongtang, Wongang, Laocun, Jia’ao, Yaoshan,
and Jialiang), 23 administrative villages, and 75 local

communities.

Being in the poor and remote mountain area of southern
Guizhou, where minority ethnic groups are concentrated,
balancing conservation with livelihood improvement is

of crucial importance. Besides the Han people there are



six different ethnic groups living in the Reserve, namely
the Shui, Buyi, Yao, Miao, Maonan, and Zhuang. With
7400 inhabitants the Buyi, Shui, Yao, and Zhuang account
for 93% of the total population with a large share of

the Buyi and Shui people. Until today, most inhabitants
make their living from forestry and agriculture (rice, rape,
sweet potato and medicinal plants). With an average of
usable land of only 0.00062 km2 per person other income
sources are crucial. These include traditional industries
such as cloth spinning, plum harvesting, mat weaving, and
herb collection. In 2000 the average annual income per

person was 840.2 Yuan.

To support local communities efforts have been made
with respect to water conservancy construction, bridge
building, road construction, power supply, afforestation,
wild animal domestication, education, as well as hygiene
and public health. The Reserve is managed based on

a participator approach to consider the needs of its
inhabitants. To achieve harmony between biodiversity
conservation and the strengthening of the local economy
the “Libo Karst Economic Development Company” has
been founded which initiated ecotourism and the planting

of economic valulable trees and medicinal plants.

With its unique beauty and value of the natural
landscape, biodiversity, geological, geomorphological
and hydrological features and the rich tangible as

well as intangible cultures Maolan Biosphere Reserve
represents an excellent example of a ‘learning laboratory
for sustainable development’ and a vivid example of the

intrinsic linkage between biological and cultural diversity.

Since its founding, an array of scientific research has been
carried out in the Reserve by national and international
institutions. Researches have mainly dealt with forest
ecology, specific species (e.g. wild orchids, cave

animals, forest prey birds) and hydrogeology. Recently,
the reserve has been included in the “Planning of the
Establishment and Development for a Monitoring Network
for the Forests, Deserts and Wetlands in China” and the
establishment of a permanent research station for the

Maolan Karst Forest Ecosystem is under consideration.



Welcome remarks’

The first day of the seminar was opened with welcome remarks from representatives of UNESCO, MAB

Offices and the local government and Maolan Biosphere Reserve.

On behalf of UNESCO: Mr. Han Qunli (Director of UNESO Teheran Cluster Office representing Secretariat
of Ecotone-SeaBRnet), Mr. Tian Xiaogang (Secreatry General of the National Commission of the People’s
Republic of China for UNESCO).

MAB Offices: Prof. Kazuhiko Ogino (Representing MAB Japan), Dr. Nguyen Hoang Tri (Secretary General of

MAB Vietnam, Vice President of MAB Bureau of the International Co-ordinating Council).

Local government: Mr. Wu Yue (Representative of Government of Guizhou Province, China), Mr. Zhong Li
(Representative of the State Environment Protection Administration of China), Ms. Haili Zhou (Representative
of the State Environment Protection Administration of China), Ms. Meng Yuanfen (Vice Governor of the

Qiannan Autonomous Prefecture).
Maolan Biosphere Reserve: Mr. Chunshuai Qin (Representative of the Local resident of Maolan BR, China)

Welcome remarks were followed by a ceremony during which Mr. Tian Xiaogang and Mr. Han Qunli
handed certificates over to the new members of the Chinese Biosphere Reserve Network (CBRN): Inner
Mongolia Tumuji National Nature Reserve, Inner Mongolia Hui River National Nature Reserve, Inner
Mongolia Honghuaerji National Nature Reserve, Inner Mongolia Daxing’an Mountains Hanma National
Nature Reserve, Guangdong Pearl River Estuary Chinese White Dolphin National Nature Reserve, Jiangxi
Wuzhifeng National Nature Reserve, Guizhou Kuangkuoshui National Nature Reserve and Leigong Mountain

National Nature Reserve

Dear participants from the Member States of UNESCO

Mr. Han Qunli,
Director of UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office,

representing Secretariat of Ecotone-SeaBRnet

Ecotone-SeaBRnet and Chinese Biosphere Reserve
Network,
Community representatives, experts, Ladies and

Gentlemen,

Dear Mr. Wu Yue, Deputy Secretary-General of Guizhou
Provincial Government,

Dear Mr. Tian Xiaogang, Secretary-General of UNESCO
National Commission of China,

Dear Dr. N. H. Tri, Vice President of MAB International
Coordinating Council, and Secretary General of MAB
Vietnam,

Representatives from the Governments of Guizhou,

Qiannan District and Libo County,

3 As several remarks were delivered in Chinese,
only the speeches in English are available in the report

I am truly honoured to be the first speaker this morning
and to welcome you all on behalf of UNESCO to this
joint UNESCO MAB regional seminar Ecotone-SeaBRnet
2007 and the 9th Session of National Conference of
Chinese Biosphere Reserve Network (CBRN), which is
entitled as ‘Cultural diversity: a foundation for biodiversity
conservation and sustainable development’. Allow me

to convey the best wishes from the Director-General of
UNESCO, Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, and warm regards from
all colleagues of UNESCO Offices in Beijing, Jakarta,
Paris and Tehran. To you all, welcome to Libo, welcome

to Maolan Biosphere Reserve - the new World Heritage

Xi



site! To the colleagues coming from Asia-Pacific region,

welcome to China!

In the coming five days, we will discuss the linkage
between cultural diversity and biological diversity, and
explore particularly the fundamental roles of cultural
diversity in nature conservation, as well as the potentials
of such a linkage in pursuing the sustainable development
goals of today. We will have the opportunity to visit the
Maolan Biosphere Reserve and meet local and indigenous
communities, in order to learn about the special site
characteristics, history and socio-cultural contexts, and
the ways of local communities in living and managing
their natural resources. We will see both challenges

and opportunities and witness the efforts of the local
communities and governments, including developing
ecological and cultural tourism (Libo hosted the 2nd
Provincial Tourism Conference). We hope that, through
such discussions and field contacts we could deepen

our views and understanding regarding the fundamental
nature of in-situ biodiversity conservation in Asia-Pacific
Region, and bring new thoughts and approaches in

Biosphere Reserve applications in future.

Dear colleagues, ladies and gentleman, it is not by
coincidence that UNESCO takes Biodiversity and Culture
Diversity as a Main Line of Action in its current biennium
programme. As we know, Man and the Biosphere

(MAB) Programme in its very essence is to inquire into
peoples interactions with biosphere, thus it has been an
interdisciplinary programme, with social and cultural
programmes as inherent components. The Seville Strategy
of Biosphere Reserves of 1995 made this remarkably
clearer and stronger by putting the Goal | of the Strategy
as Using Biosphere Reserves to conserve biological

and cultural diversity. This is indeed a far-sighted and
advanced call, and sets the direction for Biosphere
Reserve development around the world. In practice,
however, not many Biosphere Reserves have worked on
this or even paid attention to cultural diversity aspects, a
fact that makes our meeting in Libo this week particularly

relevant.

It must be mentioned that, in a broader international
context, UNESCO has been vigorously promoting cultural
diversity since the late 1990s. This effort has resulted

in the establishment of a number of new international
conventions, such as the Convention for Safeguarding

Intangible Heritage of 2003 and the Convention on the

Xii

Protection of the Diversity in Cultural Expressions of
2005. The main basis for establishing such Conventions
are the strong recognition by international communities
on the importance of culture values and cultural diversity
in creating a rich and varied world, increasing the range
of choices and nurtures human capacities and values,

and culture diversity as a mainspring for sustainable
development for communities, peoples and nations. The
Conventions recognize the importance of traditional
knowledge as a source of intangible and material wealth,
and in particular the knowledge systems of indigenous
peoples, and its positive contribution to sustainable
development, as well as the need for its adequate
protection and promotion. There is apparently a need for
all of us working for Biosphere Reserves to look into these
newly established international Conventions and to benefit
from the use of the deliberations of these instruments in

our respective Biosphere Reserves.

For Ecotone-SeaBRnet countries, this joint Meeting is
held at an opportune moment: Last week, UNESCO has
concluded its 34th Session of General Conference in
Paris. With the endorsement of its 193 Member States,
UNESCO has adopted its new mid-term strategy for
2008-2013, and new biennium workplan and budget for
2008-2009. In these new plans, Biosphere Reserves as
the World Network of UNESCO will continue to provide
learning sites and strategic linkages for cooperation on
biodiversity conservation and sustainable development.
Our deliberations in Maolan will be taken into the
detailed workplan preparation of UNESCO. In February
2008, UNESCO will host its 3rd Conference for the
World Network of Biosphere Reserves (now having 529
sites from 105 countries) in Madrid, Spain, in order to
build a new plan of cooperation on ‘Biosphere Futures -
Biosphere Reserves for Sustainable Development’. Our
achievements in Libo will serve as an important input from
our region to the Madrid Conference, thus channelling
our new ideas, concepts, initiatives, instruments and

recommendations into global practices.

On our host country side, the Meeting is also at an
important conjunction of times. Locally, Maolan has
just become a new World Heritage site — as part of the
South China Karst, which brings so much joy, honour
and exciting new opportunities, and at the same time
assigns much heavier responsibilities. Nationally, there

has been rapid increase of environmental concern and



awareness, as environmental sustainability is making its
strong contrast to the great economic achievements of

the country. The recent notion made by the President

of China on Ecological Civilization in the course of
national development, or Ecological Culture in some other
translations, will have strategic and long-term influence,

in favour of a new development paradigm that is human-
centred, environmentally-sound, scientifically-supported

and socially and culturally harmonious.

| congratulate MAB-China and the Governments of
Guizhou Province and Libo County as well as the
managers of Maolan Biosphere Reserve for having
taken this important subject for a joint Chinese national
and regional discussion. It is truly excellent to have an

opportunity for a large number of Chinese Biosphere

Reserve managers and the experts from Ecotone-
SeaBRnet countries to meet. My special thanks go to the
Government of Japan for its continued financial support to
the organization of Ecotone-SeaBRnet meeting series since
1990. | thank all the friends from Ecotone-SeaBRnet, for
contributing their knowledge and valuable time, and travel
all the way to Libo, which itself is a strong demonstration
of commitment to UNESCO missions through MAB and
Biosphere Reserves. The agenda ahead of us is very
interesting but also challenging. Let us be very efficient
and best use our time to reach the main objectives of the

Meeting.

I wish you all the success f