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Action plan for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage as approved by the international experts on the occasion of the International Round Table on “Intangible Cultural Heritage - Working Definitions” (Turin, Italy, 14-17 March 2001)

Intangible cultural heritage

“Peoples’ learned processes along with the knowledge, skills and creativity that inform and are developed by them, the products they create, and the resources, spaces and other aspects of social and natural context necessary to their sustainability; these processes provide living communities with a sense of continuity with previous generations and are important to cultural identity, as well as to the safeguarding of cultural diversity and creativity of humanity.

The scope of the domains may cover the following: oral cultural heritage; languages; performing arts and festive events; rituals and social practices; cosmologies and knowledge systems; beliefs and practices about nature. The detailed elements within the domains of intangible cultural heritage to be covered by the normative instrument should be entrusted to a group of experts, in the process of preparation of this text.”
Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore adopted by the General Conference at its twenty fifth session. Paris, 15 November 1989
Folklore

“Folklore (or traditional and popular culture) is the totality of tradition-based creations of a cultural community, expressed by a group or individuals and recognized as reflecting the expectations of a community in so far as they reflect its cultural and social identity; its standards and values are transmitted orally, by imitation or by other means. Its forms are, among others, language, literature, music, dance, games, mythology, rituals, customs, handicrafts, architecture and other arts.”

Conservation of folklore
“Conservation is concerned with documentation regarding folk traditions  
and its object is, in the event of the non-utilization or evolution of such traditions, to give researchers and tradition-bearers access to data enabling them to understand the process through which tradition changes. While living folklore, owing to its evolving character, cannot always be directly protected, folklore that has been fixed in a tangible form should be effectively protected.”

Preservation of folklore
“Preservation is concerned with protection of folk traditions and those who are the transmitters, having regard to the fact that each people has a right to its own culture and that its adherence to that culture is often eroded by the impact of the industrialized culture purveyed by the mass media. Measures must be taken to guarantee the status of and economic support for folk traditions both in the communities, which produce them, and beyond.”

Regulations relating to the proclamation by UNESCO of masterpieces of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity
Cultural space

Is defined as: “A place in which popular and traditional cultural activities are concentrated, but also a time generally characterized by a certain periodicity (cyclical, seasonal, calendar, etc.) or by an event. Finally, this temporal and physical space should owe its existence to the cultural activities that have traditionally taken place there.”
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