RIO/ITH/2002/WD/10

15 January 2002

	International Expert Meeting

Intangible Cultural Heritage: Priority Domains 

for an International Convention
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 22-24 January 2002

DRAFT ACTION PLAN




1. Expressing appreciation of the adoption of 31C/Res.30 deciding that the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage ‘should be regulated by means of an international convention’ and inviting the Director-General ‘to submit to the General Conference at its 32nd session a report on the situation calling for standard-setting and on the possible scope of such standard-setting, together with a preliminary draft international convention’ ;

2. Taking into account: i) the views expressed by a large majority of Member States at the 31st session of UNESCO General Conference on the need for an international standard-setting instrument to safeguard intangible cultural heritage inspired by the widely supported 1972 Convention on the protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage; and, ii) the opinion expressed by some delegates during the 161th session of the Executive Board and the 31st session of the General Conference on the need to further clarify the concept of ‘intangible cultural heritage’ and to ensure close co-operation with other international bodies in order to avoid overlaps;  

3. Noting that the specific nature and needs of intangible cultural heritage differ significantly from central aspects of the 1972 Convention concerning the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage, and require substantial modifications. By way of example, the notion of ‘outstanding universal value’, the mechanisms for nomination and monitoring, the criteria for selection;

4. Congratulating the Director-General for the unanimous adoption of the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity and bearing in mind its provisions;

5. Recognizing the value and significance of intangible cultural heritage to all humankind as a fundamental factor in maintaining cultural diversity worldwide;

6. Recognising the action plan (and more particularly the definition of intangible cultural heritage and the objectives for an international normative instrument) approved by the International Round Table on ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage – Working Definitions’, organized by UNESCO (14-17 March 2001, Turin, Italy), and examined by the Executive Board at its 161th session and the 31st General Conference ;

7. Congratulating the Director-General for the first Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity, and the impact it has had upon the custodian communities concerned;

8. Having examined the experience of the first Proclamation and the detailed criteria drawn up by the International Jury on the basis of the proceeding experience;

9. Having examined the activities developed and measures taken by intergovernmental organizations (regional and international) as well as national governments in the different domains of intangible cultural heritage;

10. Taking into account the following conclusions of the present meeting of experts : 

(a)

(b)

(c)

We, the participants to the international meeting of experts ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage: Priority Domains for an International Convention’, recommend UNESCO to:

i) Actively pursue the ongoing process of regulating, through an international convention, intangible cultural heritage; 

Framework of a Convention

ii) Privilege the following priority domains identified by the present international meeting of experts in the elaboration of an international convention on intangible cultural heritage: ……………………………………….; 

iii) Ensure that the objectives of the instrument already approved by the General Conference (31st session, 2001) be respected in the preliminary draft of the international convention; 

iv) …………………..

v) …………………..

Approach to be taken

vi) Address, within the framework of the international convention, the question of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage primarily from a cultural perspective rather than an economic point of view; 

vii) Ensure that the process of elaborating an international convention be undertaken with the full participation of all parties concerned, more particularly at the grass-roots level (ie: cultural practitioners and custodian communities or communities) and that the dignity and relevant rights of creators and practitioners of intangible cultural heritage are respected and further actions taken to support their socio-economic well-being; 

viii) Remain attentive to different views, constraints and realities of all Member States while elaborating an international convention with a view to its acceptability to as many Member States as possible; 

ix) Continue co-operation with other relevant intergovernmental organizations in order to avoid overlapping with activities; 

x) Ensure coherence and continuity throughout all stages of the preparation of an international convention; 

xi) Ensure that the international convention motivates and facilitates the drafting of national legislation, while continuing activities to encourage creation of national provisions; 

Preparation Process

xii) Convene promptly a drafting group consisting mainly of legal experts to draft  a general framework and possible scope for the future convention and its preliminary draft which will be submitted to the General Conference at its 32d session (October-November 2003).  Members of the drafting group will be identified by the Director General in consultation with the Chairman of the present expert meeting in order to ensure continuity;

xiii) Convene proceeding international expert meetings: (i) an expert meeting (category VI), including specialists of different disciplines, to examine the general framework and the preliminary draft prepared by the drafting group of legal experts; (ii) an ad hoc working group of the Executive Board members to examine the political acceptability of the preliminary draft Convention and (iii) a small-scale expert meetings on specific topics such as terminology;  

xiv) Associate closely with the Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity in order to take into account the experience already acquired on the basis of the proclaimed masterpieces; and more particularly, the detailed selection criteria drawn up by the Extraordinary International Jury Meeting (Elche, 21-23 September 2001);  

xv) Continue to further develop the Proclamation Programme with a view to drawing on the practical experience gained in this program for safeguarding and protecting cultural spaces or forms of cultural expression at the local and national levels for the benefit of elaborating an international convention;  

xvi) Encourage Member States prior to the establishment of an international convention to develop and adopt general policies relating to intangible cultural heritage and to draw up national registries in order to ensure the identification and safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in compliance with the priority domains identified by the present meeting;
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