RIO/ITH/2002/INF/7

17 January 2002

	International Expert Meeting

Intangible Cultural Heritage: Priority Domains

for an International Convention
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 22-24 January 2002

Chronological table of past activities

FOR normative action

and the Proclamation of masterpieces

of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity PROGRAMME



I.
Normative action

1973


Starting discussions on the preparation of a normative instrument

November 1989
Adoption of the Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore by the General Conference of UNESCO

1995-1999
Holding of eight regional seminars on the implementation of the 1989 Recommendation

June 1999
International Conference “A Global Assessment of the 1989 Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore, Washington D.C”: recognition that the term “folkore” is no longer appropriate and recommendation for a study of a more appropriate terminology and definition

November 1999
Adoption of a resolution inviting the Director-General to undertake a preliminary study on the advisability of regulating internationally, through a new standard-setting instrument, the protection of traditional culture and folklore

2000-2001
Preparation of the preliminary study

March 2001
International Round Table on “Intangible Cultural Heritage: Working Definitions”, Turin, (Italy): adoption of a plan of action including a definition of “intangible cultural heritage”

May 2001
(i) Submission of the report on the preliminary study on the advisability of regulating internationally, through a new standard-setting instrument, the protection of traditional culture and folklore to the UNESCO Executive Board; and

(ii) Adoption by the Executive Board of a decision:

(a) inviting the Director-General to submit a report to the General Conference together with the observations of the Executive Board; and

(b) recommending the General Conference to take a decision to continue action aimed at advancing the preparation of a new international standard-setting instrument for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage

August 2001
Transmission of the above mentioned report, together with the observations made by the Executive Board, to Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO, through a circular letter (CL/3597).

November 2001
31st General Conference : adoption of a resolution deciding that ‘the question should be regulated by means of an international convention’; and inviting the Director-General ‘to submit to the General Conference at its 32nd session a report on the situation calling for standard-setting and on the possible scope of such standard-setting, together with a preliminary draft international convention’.

II.
Programme of the Proclamation of masterpieces of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity

June 1997
Expert meeting on intangible cultural heritage and case study of the cultural space of the Jemaa el-Fnaa Square (Marrakesh, Morocco).

November 1997
Adoption by the UNESCO General Conference of a resolution creating the Proclamation

May 1998
Presentation of the regulations relating to the Proclamation to the Executive Board (154 EX)

November 1998
Approval by the UNESCO Executive Board (155 EX/Decision 3.5.5) of the regulations relating to the Proclamation

.
Appointment by the Director-General of nine members of the International Jury

November 1999
Submission to the UNESCO Executive Board of an interim report on the project concerning the Proclamation

November 2000
Adoption by the UNESCO Executive Board of decisions 160 EX/3.5.2 and 160 EX/3.5.3 :

(i) requesting Member States and public or private donors to work towards the safeguard, revitalization and promotion of examples of the heritage to be proclaimed by UNESCO masterpieces of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity, in particular through extrabudgetary resources and the creation of prizes; and

(ii) inviting the Director-General to submit to the 161st session of the Executive Board (May2001) (a) the regulations governing the prizes which could be awarded in order to encourage the safeguarding and revitalization of cultural expressions proclaimed masterpieces; (b) an interim report on the progress made in processing the candidature files; and (c) an action plan for the safeguarding, protection and promotion of cultural spaces or forms of cultural expression of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity.

(iii) modifying the Regulations relating to the Proclamation raising the number of members of the Jury from 9 to 18. 

January 2001
Appointment of nine additional Jury members (in accordance with the decision 160 EX/3.5.3 of the UNESCO Executive Board)

May 2001

(i) First International Jury meeting

(ii) First Proclamation of 19 masterpieces of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity

(iii) Presentation by the Director-General to the Executive Board of an interim report on the progress made in processing the candidature files to the Proclamation and an Action Plan for the safeguarding of the Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage.

(iv) Adoption by the UNESCO Executive Board (161 EX/3.4.3) of a decision:

a. approving the general rules governing the award of prizes; 

b. inviting the Director-General to carry out a study with a view to the establishment of consolidated administrative and financial procedures for the implementation of the project concerning the Proclamation of masterpieces; and

c. inviting Member States to “consider as appropriate the establishment of national organs for the protection of the intangible heritage, composed of artists, creative workers and any other actors involved at local level”.

d. Inviting the Director General to “study the question of extending the database on cultural spaces and forms of expression of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity and of setting up for that purpose an audio/visual library, safeguarding the recordings of candidatures presented for the competition without exception”


Appointment of the Jury members for the Prizes

September 2001
(i) Extraordinary Meeting of the International Jury for the Proclamation by UNESCO of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity, Elche (Spain): revision of the selection criteria applied by the Jury


(ii) First meeting of the Jury for the Prizes

July-August 2001 
Drafting of a feasibility study on the procedures for the implementation of the Proclamation Programme (Decision 161 EX/3.4.3)

October 2001
Sending of a circular letter to Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO concerning the establishment of national organs for the protection of the intangible cultural heritage (Decision 161.EX.3.4.3)

October-November 2001 Presentation of six proclaimed masterpieces during the 31st General Conference

October 2001
Awarding ceremony of four Prizes: Arirang Prize (Republic of Korea), Pacha Prize (Bolivia), Samarkand Taronasi Prize(Uzbekistan) and Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan Prize (United Arab Emirates)

December 2001
Call by the Director-General of UNESCO for submission of candidatures for the 2nd Proclamation of Masterpieces of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity

Preparation of a feasibility study on a clearing house with a view to extending the database on cultural spaces and forms of expression of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity (decision 161 EX/3.4.3 para. 9).
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