Outline for inventorying elements of the intangible cultural heritage

What is your name
How old are you/ When were you born 

Where were you born

Where do you stay/ for how long

Who are your parents/ where are they

What clan do you belong to

What do you do for a living

What is your religion

What is your educational background

What is your marital status

What is the history of Ha-Mopeli/What do you know about Ha-Mopeli?
What traditional games did you play as a child/What other traditional games do you know in Ha-Mopeli/Who played together, why?
Did you play courtship games, how?
What songs are popular in this village/ what are their meanings?
Do you have traditional healers in the village/What is their role in the village/How do they perform their duties/ How do they dress?
What are the stages of life/How are they marked/what practices are associated with each stage?
What practices mark the birth and growth of a Mosotho child?
What do boys/girls learn in their separate houses?
What initiation practices do you have in this village/Can you describe the initiation practices in this village/ where are they practiced?
What ceremonies are practiced in this village/ What is the meaning of these ceremonies (seasonal, life ceremonies)?
On what occasions were folktales told?
Why are chiefs houses important
What are the funeral practices/ How do you treat and bury the departed/ Do you have night vigils/ What is the meaning

Who makes the Basotho hats/ where did it originate/ what is its significance/ how is it made/ what materials are used?
What are the marriage practices/ marriage ceremonies?
What dances are performed in the village?
What practices are forbidden in the village (taboos?)
What the traditional beliefs and stories are associated with the landscape?
	1. Identification of the element
	(Marriage ceremonies)

	1.1. Name of the element, as used by community or group concerned 
	

	1.2. Short, maximally informative title
	

	1.3. Community(ies) concerned 
	

	1.4. Physical location(s) of element
	

	1.5. Short description
	What activities are carried out before, during and after? What age do men or women marry? Is there bride pric(z)e? How are bride and groom expected to behave before the marriage? What rituals are performed at what stages of the ceremony? How are newlyweds counselled by the two families to be good spouses and parents? What are other practices of marriage, such as elopement? How is the daughter-in-law welcomed to her husband’s home? What practices were used in the past, that may not currently be relevant?

	
	

	2. Characteristics of the element
	

	2.1. Associated tangible elements (if any)
	What is the marriage attire, and what does it signify? What animals are involved, and what is their significance?

	2.2. Associated intangible elements (if any)
	What are courtship practices? Is there matchmaking and/or arranged marriages? What traditional foods are part of the marriage? Do those foods have meanings in the ceremony? What songs are sung, and by whom? What is the relation between traditional marriage ceremonies and church marriages or civil marriages?

	2.3. Language(s), register(s), speech level(s) involved
	What are the prayers and blessings? Who leads the prayers, at which stages? Special language for in-laws?

	2.4. Perceived origin
	What stories are told about the origin of marriage customs?

	
	

	3. Persons and institutions involved with the element
	

	3.1. Practitioner(s)/performer(s) - name(s), age, gender, social status, and/or professional category, etc.
	What are the special roles of family members in the ceremonies? What are the roles of friends?

	3.2. Other participants (e.g., holders/custodians)
	

	3.3. Customary practices governing access to the element or to aspects of it
	

	3.3. Modes of transmission
	

	3.4. Concerned organizations (NGOs and others)
	

	
	

	4. State of the element: viability
	

	4.1. Threats to the enactment
	Does customary marriage have advantages or disadvantages over civil marriage? Is there adequate understanding of customary marriage and its status in relation to civil marriage? What are the implications of customary marriage? Does legal system pose a threat to customary marriage practices? Is customary marriage too expensive for some people? Is customary marriage threatened by Christianity in some cases? 

	4.2. Threats to the transmission
	

	4.3. Availability of associated tangible elements and resources
	

	4.4. Viability of associated tangible and intangible elements
	

	4.5. Safeguarding measures in place
	

	
	

	5. Data  gathering and inventorying
	

	5.1. Involvement of the community/group in, and consent for data gathering and inventorying
	

	5.2. Restrictions, if any, on use of inventoried data
	

	5.3. Resource persons(s) - name and status or affiliation
	Name, age/birth date, place of birth, residence, how long in residence

	5.4. Date and place of data gathering 
	

	5.5. Date of entering data into an inventory
	

	5.6. The inventory entry compiled by…. 
	

	
	

	6.  Reference to literature, discography, audiovisual materials, archives
	


