DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

BELIZE

BELIZE CONSTITUTION ACT
CHAPTER 4

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 28TH OCTOBER, 2002

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Substantive Lawsof Belize,

Revised Edition 2000.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
BELIZE CONSTITUTIONACT 13

Amendments in force as at 28th October, 2002.



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

BELIZE

BELIZE CONSTITUTION ACT
CHAPTER 4

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 28TH OCTOBER, 2002

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Substantive Lawsof Belize,

Revised Edition 2000.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
BELIZE CONSTITUTIONACT 13

Amendments in force as at 28th October, 2002.



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

Belize Constitution [CAP.4 3

CHAPTER4
BELIZECONSTITUTION
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
PART |

The Sate and The Constitution
1. The State.

2. Condtitutionissupremelaw.
PART Il

Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

Fundamental rightsand freedoms.
Protectionof right tolife.

Protection of right to persond liberty.
Protection of law.

Protection frominhuman treatment.

Protection from davery and forced labour.

© © N o g b~ W

Protection from arbitrary search or entry.
10.  Protection of freedom of movement.

11. Protection of freedom of conscience.

12. Protection of freedom of expression.

13. Protection of freedom of assembly and association.
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14. Protection of right of privacy.

15.  Protection of right towork.

16.  Protectionfrom discrimination onthegroundsof race, etc.
17.  Protectionfrom deprivation of property.

18. Provisionsfor periodsof public emergency.

19.  Protection of personsdetained under emergency laws.

20.  Enforcement of protectiveprovisions.

21. Protection of existing laws.

22. | nterpretation and savings.

PART 111

Citizenship
23. Personswho become citizens on Independence Day.
24, Personsbornin Belize on or after Independence Day.
25. Persons born outside Belize on or after Independence Day.
26.  Regidration.
27.  Dud nationdity.
28.  Citizenshiplegidation.

29. I nterpretation.
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30.
31
32.
33.

35.

36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.

PART IV
The Governor-General
Establishment of office.
Acting Governor-General.
Oathto betaken by Governor-General .
Deputy to Governor-General.
Exerciseof Governor-General’sfunction.

Governor-General to beinformed concerning matters of

government.
PART V
The Executive
Executiveauthority.
PrimeMiniser.

Deputy PrimeMinister.

Performance of functionsof PrimeMinister during absence
orillness.

Ministersof Government.
Allocation of portfoliosto Ministers.
Attorney-Generd.

Performance of functionsof Ministersduring absenceor
illness
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44.  Cabinet.

45.  Ministersof State.

46.  Oathtobetaken by Ministers, etc.
47. L eader of the Opposition.

48.  Chief Executive Officer.

49.  Secretary tothe Cabinet.

50.  Control of public prosecutions.
51.  Condtitution of offices, etc.

52. Prerogative of mercy.

53. Procedurein capital cases.

54, Bdize Advisory Council.

PART VI
TheLegisature
55. Establishment of Legidature.

TheHouse of Representatives
56.  Composition of House of Representatives.
57. Qudificationsfor eection asmember.
58.  Disguadificationsfor eection asmember.
59.  Tenureof officeof members.

59A. Procedurewhereamember vacates seat dueto resignation or
crossingthefloor.

60.  Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
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The Senate
61.  Composition of Senate.

61A. Powersand functionsof the Senate.

62.  Qudificationsfor gppointment as Senator.

63. Disqudlificationsfor appointment as Senator.

64.  Tenureof officeof Senator.

65.  Appointment of temporary Senators.

66.  PresidentandVice-President.

67.  ClerkstoHousesof National Assembly.
Powersand Procedure

68.  Powertomakelaws.

69.  Alterationof Conditution.

70. Regulation of procedurein National Assembly, etc.

71.  Oathtobetaken by membersof National Assembly.

72. Presiding in House of Representativesand Senate.

73.  \oting.

74, Freedom of speech.

75.  Vdidity of proceedings.

76. Quorum.

77.  Introductionof Bills, etc.

78. Restriction on powersof Senateasto money Bills.

79. Restriction on powersof Senate asto Billsother than money
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Bills
80. Provisionsrelating to sections 77, 78 and 79.
81. Modeof exerciseof legidative power.
82. Wordsof enactment.
83.  Sessionsof Legidature, etc.
84. Prorogation and dissol ution of Legidature.
85.  Generd dectionsand appointment of Senators.
86. Determination of questionsasto membership of National
Assembly.
87.  Unqudified personssitting or voting.
88.  Electionsand BoundariesCommission.
89.  Electord divisons.
90. Increaseof eectora divisions.
91.  Redivisonof ectord divisons.
92.  Conduct of voting.
93.  Conduct of elections, etc.
PART VI
TheJudiciary
94, Establishment of Supreme Court and Court of Appeal.
95.  TheSupremeCourt.
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96. Reference of congtitutional questionsto Supreme Court.
97.  Appointment of Justicesof Supreme Court.

98.  Tenureof officeof Justicesof Supreme Court.

99.  Oathtobetaken by Justicesof Supreme Court.

100. Appeastothe Court of Appedl.

101. Appointment of Justicesof Apped.

102. Tenureof officeof Justicesof Appedl.

103. Oathto betaken by Justicesof Appeal.

104. AppeastoHer Mgesty in Council.

PART VI
SUB-PART |
The Public Services Commission
105.  Public ServicesCommission.
106. Appointment, etc., of public officers.

107.  Appointment, etc., of permanent secretariesand certain other
officers.

108. Director of Public Prosecutions.
109. Auditor-Generd.

110. Repeded.

110A. Repeded.
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110B. Appointment, etc., of junior officersof Prison Service.
SUB-PART |1
The Security Services Commission
110C. Security ServicesCommission.
110D. Appointment of policeofficers, membersof the Belize Defence Force,
€tc.
SUB-PART I
The Judicial and Legal Services Commission
1O0E. Judical and Legd ServicesCommission.
110F. Appointment of judicia andlega officers, etc.
SUB-PART IV
Appealsin Discipline Cases.
111.  Appedsindisciplinecases.
SUB-PART V

Pension Laws and Pension Rights of Public Officers

112. Pengionlawsand protection of pensionrights.

113.  Grantandwithholding of pensions, etc.
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114.

115.

116.
117.
118.

119.
120.

121.

122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

PART IX
Finance

Establishment of Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Authorisation of expenditurefrom Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

Authorisation of expenditurein advance of appropriation.
Contingencies Fund.
Remuneration of certain officers.

Public debt.
Audit of public accounts, etc.

PART X
Miscellaneous

Code of Conduct.

National Symbols.

Powers of appointment and acting appointments.
Reappointmentsand concurrent appoi ntments.
Remova fromoffice.

Resgnations.
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127.  Savingof jurisdiction of courts.
128.  Power to amend and revokeinstruments, etc.
129. Consultation.
130. National Sedl.
131. Interpretation.
PART XI
Transitional Provisions
132. Interpretation of thisPart.
133. TheCondtitution - trangitional powers.
134. Exidinglaws.
135.  First Governor-Generdl.
136. Minigers
137. Nationa Assembly.
138. Exidingpublicofficers.
139.  Supreme Court and Court of Appeal.

140.

Alteration of thisPart.
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PART XII
Repeal and Date of Commencement
141. Commencement.
142.  Revocdtions.

FIRST SCHEDULE
SECOND SCHEDULE
THIRD SCHEDULE
FOURTH SCHEDULE
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CAP.4,
R. E. 1980-1990. CHAPTER4

140f 1981.
14 of 1985. BELIZECONSTITUTION
26 0f 1988.

42 of 1999.
2 of 2001. [21st September, 1981]

390f 2001. _
Commencement. WHEREA Sthe peopleof Belize-

(@ affirm that the Nation of Belize shall be founded upon
principleswhich acknowledgethe supremacy of God, faithin
humeanrightsand fundamenta freedoms, theposition of thefamily
inasociety of freemen and freeinstitutions, the dignity of the
human person and the equal and inalienablerightswithwhich
al membersof thehuman family areendowed by their Crestor;

(b) respect the principlesof socid justiceand therefore believethat
the operation of theeconomic syslem must result inthematerial
resources of thecommunity being so distributed asto subserve
thecommon good, that there should be adequate means of live-
lihood for al, that 1abour should not be expl oited or forced by
€coNomic necessity to operate ininhumane conditionsbut that
there should be opportunity for advancement on the basis of
recognition of merit, ability and integrity, that equal protection
should begivento childrenregardlessof their socid status, and
that ajust system should be ensured to providefor education
and health on the basis of equality;

(© believe that the will of the people shall form the basis of
government inademocratic society inwhichthegovernmentis
freely elected by universal adult suffrage and in which all
persons may, to the extent of their capacity, play somepartin
theingtitutionsof national life and thusdevelop and maintain
due respect for lawfully constituted authority;

(d) recognise that men and institutions remain free only when
freedomisfounded upon respect for mora and spiritua values
and upontheruleof law;
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(e require policiesof statewhich protect and safeguard the unity,
freedom, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Belize; which
eliminate economic and socid privilegeand disparity among the
citizens of Belize whether by race, ethnicity, colour, creed,  2of 2001.
disability or sex; which ensuresgender equality; which protect
therightsof theindividual tolife, liberty, basic education, basic
health, theright to votein elections, theright towork andthe  20f 2001.
pursuit of happiness; which protect theidentity, dignity andso-  390f 2001.
cid and culturd vauesof Bdizeans, including Bdlize sindigenous
peoples; which preservetheright of theindividual to the owner-
ship of private property and theright to operate private busi-
nesses; which prohibit theexploitation of man by manor by the
gtate; which ensureajust system of socia security and welfare;
which protect the environment; which promoteinternational
peace, security and co-operation among nations, the estab-
lishment of ajust and equitable international economic and
social order inthe world with respect for international law

and treaty obligationsin the dealingsamong nations,

() desirethat their society shall reflect and enjoy the above men-
tioned principles, beliefsand needs and that their Congtitution
should therefore enshrine and make provisionsfor ensuring the
achievement of thesamein Bdlize;

NOW, THEREFORE, thefollowing provisonssha| haveeffect asthe
Condiitution of Belize:

PART |
The Sate and The Constitution
1.-(1) Belize shall beasovereign democratic State of Central Americainthe  The State.
Caribbean region.
2 Belize comprisestheland and seaareasdefinedin Schedulel ~ Schedule 1.
to this Congtitution, which immediately before | ndependence Day congtituted

thecolony of Bdlize.

2. ThisConstitutionisthe supremelaw of Belizeand if any other lawis ~ Constitution is
supremelaw.
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inconsistent with this Constitution that other law shall, to the extent of the
incons stency, bevoid.

PART 11

Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

Fundamental 3.  Whereasevery personin Bedizeisentitled to thefundamental rights
rights and and freedoms of theindividual, that isto say, theright, whatever hisrace,
freedoms. placeof origin, political opinions, colour, creed or sex, but subject to respect

for therightsand freedoms of othersand for the publicinterest, to each and
al of thefollowing, namely-

(@ life, liberty, security of the person, and the protection of the
law;

(b) freedom of conscience, of expression and of assembly and
association;

(©) protectionfor hisfamily life, hispersonal privacy, the pri-

vacy of hishome and other property and recognition of his
human dignity; and

(d) protectionfrom arbitrary deprivation of property,

theprovisionsof thisPart shall have effect for the purpose of affording pro-
tectionto those rightsand freedoms subject to such limitations of that pro-
tection asare contained in those provisions, being limitations designed to
ensurethat the enjoyment of the said rights and freedoms by any person
doesnot prejudicetherightsand freedoms of othersor the publicinterest.

Protection of 4.-(1) A person shall not be deprived of hislifeintentionally savein execu-
righttolife. tion of the sentence of acourt in respect of acriminal offenceunder any law
of which he hasbeen convicted.

2 A person shdll not beregarded ashaving been deprived of his
lifein contravention of thissectionif hediesastheresult of the use, to such
extent and in such circumstancesasare permitted by law, of suchforceasis
reasonably justifiable-



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

Belize Constitution [CAP.4 17
(@ for the defence of any person from violenceor for thedefence
of property;
(b) inorder to effect alawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a
personlawfully detained;
(© for the purpose of suppressing ariot, insurrection or mutiny; or
(d) inorder to prevent the commission by that person of acrimina
offence,
orif hediesastheresult of alawful act of war.
5.-(1) A personshall not bedeprived of hispersonal liberty saveas Protection of
maly beauthorised by law in any of thefollowing cases, that isto say: - right
to personal
(@ inconsequenceof hisunfitnessto pleadtoacriminal charge liberty.

or in execution of the sentence or order of acourt, whether
established for Belize or some other country, inrespect of a
criminal offence of which he hasbeen convicted;

(b) in execution of the order of the Supreme Court or the Court
of Appeal punishing himfor contempt of the Supreme Court
or the Court of Appeal or of another court or tribunal;

(© inexecution of theorder of acourt madeto securethefulfilment
of any obligationimposed onhimby law;

(d) for the purpose of bringing him beforeacourt in execution of
theorder of acourt;

(e upon areasonabl e suspicion of hishaving committed, or
being about to commit, acriminal offenceunder any law;

() under the order of acourt or with the consent of hisparent or
guardian, for hiseducation or welfareduring any period
ending not later than the date when he attainsthe age of
eighteenyears;
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()

(h)

()

0)

for the purpose of preventing the spread of aninfectiousor
contagiousdisease,

inthe case of apersonwhois, or isreasonably suspected
to be, of unsound mind, addicted to drugsor alcohol, or a
vagrant, for the purpose of hiscareor treatment or the
protection of thecommunity;

for the purpose of preventing hisunlawful entry into Belize,
or for the purpose of effecting hisexpulsion, extradition or
other lawful removal from Belize or for the purpose of
restraining himwhileheisbeing conveyed through Belizein
the course of hisextradition or removal asaconvicted
prisoner from one country to another; or

to such extent asmay be necessary in the execution of alaw-
ful order requiring himto remain withinaspecified areawithin
Bélize, or prohibiting himfrom beingwithinsuchanarea, or to
such extent asmay bereasonably justifiablefor thetaking of
proceedingsagaingt himwithaview tothemaking of any such
order or relating to such an order after it hasbeen made, or to
such extent asmay bereasonably justifiablefor restraining
himduring any visit that heispermitted to maketo any part of
Belize in which, in consequence of any such order, his
presencewould otherwise beunlawful .

(2 Any personwhoisarrested or detained shall be entitled-

20f 2001 (@)

()

©

to beinformed promptly, andin any casenolater than twenty-
four hoursafter such arrest or detention, inalanguage he
understands, of thereasonsfor hisarrest or detention;

to communicatewithout delay andin privatewith alega
practitioner of hischoiceand, inthe case of aminor, with his
parentsor guardian, and to have adequate opportunity to give
Instructionsto alega practitioner of hischoice;

to beinformed immediately upon hisarrest of hisrights
under paragraph (b) of thissubsection; and



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

Belize Constitution [CAP.4 19

(d) to theremedy by way of habeas corpusfor determining the
vaidity of hisdetention.

3 Any person whoisarrested or detained-

(@ for the purpose of bringing him beforeacourt in execution of
theorder of acourt; or

(b) upon reasonabl e suspicion of hishaving committed, or being
about to commit, acrimina offenceunder any law,

andwhoisnot released, shall be brought beforeacourt without unduedelay ~ 20f2001
and in any case not |ater than forty-eight hours after such arrest or detention.

4 Where any personisbrought beforeacourt in execution of the
order of acourt inany proceedings or upon suspicion of hishaving committed
or being about to commit an offence, he shall not bethereafter further heldin
custody in connection with those proceedings or that offence save upon the
order of acourt.

(5) If any person arrested or detained asmentioned in subsection
(3) (b) of thissectionisnot tried within areasonabletime, then without preju-
diceto any further proceedingsthat may be brought againgt him, heshdl, unless
heisreleased, beentitled to bail on reasonable conditions.

(6) Any personwhoisunlawfully arrested or detained by any other
person shall be entitled to compensation therefor from that other person or
from any other person or authority on whose behalf that other person was
ading:

Provided that no person shall beliablefor any act donein the perfor-
mance of ajudicia function for which hewould not beliable apart fromthis
subsection.

(7) For the purposes of subsection (1) (a) of thissection, aperson
charged before acourt with acriminal offencein respect of whom aspecial
verdict hasbeenreturned that hewas guilty of theact or omission charged but
wasinsane when he did the act or made the omission shall beregarded asa
person who has been convicted of acriminal offence and the detention of a
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person in consequence of such averdict shall beregarded asdetentionin
execution of the order of acourt.

Protection 6.-(1) All personsare equal beforethelaw and are entitled without any dis-
of law. crimination to theequa protection of thelaw.
2 If any personischarged withacriminal offence, then, unless

the chargeiswithdrawn, the case shall be afforded afair hearing withina
reasonabletime by anindependent and impartia court established by law.

(3) Every personwhoischarged withacriminal offence-

(@ shall be presumed to be innocent until heis proved or has
pleaded quilty;

(b) shall beinformed as soon asreasonably practicable, inalan-
guagethat he understands, of the nature and particularsof the
offencecharged;

(©) shdl begiven adequatetimeand facilitiesfor the preparation
of hisdefence;

(d) shdl be permitted to defend himsdlf beforethecourt in person
or, a hisownexpense, by alegd practitioner of hisownchoice;

(e shdl beafforded facilitiesto examinein person or by hislega
representative thewitnesses called by the prosecution before
the court, and to obtain the attendance and carry out the ex-
amination of witnessesto tetify on hisbehaf beforethe court
on the same conditionsasthose applying to witnessescalled
by the prosecution; and

() shall be permitted to have without payment the assi stance of
aninterpreter if hecannot understand thelanguage used a the
trid,

and except with hisown consent thetrial shall not take placein hisabsence
unlesshe so conducts himself asto render the continuance of the proceedings
in his presenceimpracticable and the court has ordered him to beremoved
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andthetrial to proceed in hisabsence:

Provided that thetrial may takeplacein hisabsencein any casein
whichitisso provided by alaw under which heisentitled to adequate notice of
the charge and the date, timeand place of thetrial and to areasonable oppor-
tunity of appearing beforethe court.

4 A person shall not beheld to beguilty of acrimina offenceon
account of any act or omissionthat did not, at thetimeit took place, constitute
suchan offence, and no pendty shal beimposed for any crimind offencethatis
severer indegreeor description than the maximum pendty that might havebeen
imposed for that offenceat thetimewhen it was committed.

(5) A person who showsthat he has been tried by a competent
court for acriminal offence and either convicted or acquitted shall not again be
tried for that offence or for any other criminal offence of which he could have
been convicted at thetrial for that offence, save upon the order of asuperior
court inthecourse of apped or review proceedingsreating to the conviction or
acquittal.

(6) A personwhoistried for acriminal offence shal not be com-
pelledto giveevidenceat thetrial.

(7 Any court or other authority prescribed by law for the determi-
nation of the existence or extent of any civil right or obligation shall be estab-
lished by law and shall be independent and impartia ; and where proceedings
for such adetermination areinstituted by any person before such acourt or
other authority, the case shall be given afair hearing within areasonabletime.

(8) Except with the agreement of all the partiesthereto, all pro-
ceedingsof every court and proceedingsfor the determination of theexistence
or extent of any civil right or abligation beforeany other authority, including the
announcement of the decision of the court or other authority, shall beheldin
public.

9 Nothing in subsection (8) of thissection shal prevent the court
or other adjudicating authority from excluding from the proceedings persons
other than the partiesthereto and thelegal practitionersrepresenting themto
such extent asthe court or other authority-
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(@ may by law be empowered to do and may consider
necessary or expedient in circumstanceswhere publicity would
prejudicetheinterestsof justice or ininterlocutory proceed-
ingsor intheinterestsof public morality, thewelfare of
personsunder the age of eighteen yearsor the protection of
theprivatelivesof personsconcerned inthe proceedings, or

(b) may by law be empowered or required to dointheinterests
of defence, public safety or public order.

(10)  Nothing containedin or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsistent with or in contravention of -

(@ subsection (3) (a) of thissectionto the extent that thelaw in
questionimposesupon any person charged withacriminal
offence theburden of proving particular facts;

(b) subsection (3) (€) of thissection to the extent that thelaw in
question imposesreasonable conditionsthat must be satisfied
if witnessescalled to testify on behalf of an accused person
areto bepaid their expensesout of publicfunds; or

(©) subsection (5) of thissection to the extent that thelaw in
question authorisesacourt to try amember of adisciplined
forcefor acrimina offence notwithstanding any tria and
conviction or acquittal of that member under thedisciplinary
law of that force, so, however, that any court sotrying sucha
member and convicting him shall in sentencing himto any
punishment takeinto account any punishment awvarded him
under that disciplinary law.

(11) Inthecaseof any personwhoisheldinlawful detentionthe
provisions of subsection (2) and paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection (3)
of thissection shall not apply inrelationto histria for acriminal offence
under thelaw regulating thedisciplineof personsheldin such detention.

(12) Inthissection,“crimina offence’” meansacrimind offence
under alaw.
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7. No person shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading Protection from
punishment or other treatment. inhuman
treatment.
8.-(1) Nopersonshal beheldindavery or servitude. Protection from
slavery and
2 No person shall berequired to perform forced labour. forced labour.

3 For the purposes of this section, theexpression “forced
[abour” doesnot include-

(@ any labour required in consequence of the sentence or order
of acourt;

(b) labour required of any personwhileheislawfully detained
that, though not required in consequence of the sentenceor
order of acourt, isreasonably necessary intheinterestsof
hygieneor for themaintenance of the placeat which heis
detained;

(© any labour required of amember of adisciplined forcein pur-
suance of hisdutiesassuch or, inthe case of apersonwho has
conscientious objectionsto serviceasamember of anaval,
military or air force, any labour that that personisrequired by
law to performin place of such service; or

(d) any labour required during any period of public emergency or
inthe event of any accident or natural calamity that threatens
thelifeand well-being of the community, to the extent that the
requiring of such labour isreasonably judtifiableinthecircum-
stancesof any Situation arising or existing during that period or
asaresult of that accident or natural calamity, for the purpose
of dedlingwiththat Situation.

9.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be subjectedto the Protection from
search of hispersonor hisproperty or theentry by otherson his arbitrary search
premises or entry.

(2 Nothing contained in or doneunder theauthority of any law
shdl be held to beinconsistent with or in contravention of thissectionto the
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extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ that isrequired intheinterestsof defence, public safety,
public order, public morality, public health, town and country
planning, the devel opment and utilisation of minera resources
or thedevelopment or utilisation of any property for a
purpose beneficia tothecommunity;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protectingtherightsor free-
domsof other persons;

(©) that authorisesan officer or agent of the Government, alocal
government authority or abody corporate established by law
for public purposesto enter onthe premisesof any personin
order to inspect those premisesor anything thereon for the
purpose of any tax, rate or dueor in order to carry out work
connected with any property that islawfully onthose
premises and that belongsto the Government or to that
authority or body corporate, asthe case may be; or

(d) that authorises, for the purpose of enforcing thejudgment or
order of thecourtin any civil proceedings, the search of any
person or property by order of acourt or entry upon any pre-

mises by such order.
Protection of 10.-(1) A person shal not be deprived of hisfreedom of movement, that isto
freedom of say, theright to movefredy throughout Belize, theright toresidein any part of
movement. Belize, theright to enter Belize, theright toleave Belizeand immunity from

expulsonfromBelize.

2 Any restriction on aperson’sfreedom of movement that is
involvedin hislawful detention shall not beheldto beinconsstent withorin
contravention of thissection.

3 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be heldto beinconsistent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ for theimposition of restrictionson themovement or
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()

©

(d

©

(f)

@

(h)

residencewithin Belize of any person or onany person’sright
to leaveBdlizethat arerequired in theinterests of defence,
public safety or public order;

for theimposition of restrictionson themovement or resi-
dencewithin Belizeor ontheright toleave Belize of persons
generdly or any classof personsintheinterestsof defence,
public safety, public order, public mordity or public healthor,
inrespect of theright toleave Belize, of securing compliance
with any internationd obligation of the Government;

for theimposition of restrictions, by order of acourt, onthe
movement or residencewithin Belize of any person or onany
person’sright to leave Belize either in consequenceof his
having been found guilty of acrimind offence under alaw or
for the purpose of ensuring that he appearsbeforeacourt at a
later datefor trid of suchacrimina offenceor for proceedings
preliminary totria or for proceedingsrelating to hisextradi-
tionor lawful remova from Belize;

for theimposition of restrictionson thefreedom of movement
of any personwhoisnot acitizen of Belize;

for theimposition of restrictionson theacquisition or use by
any person of land or other property in Belize;

for theimposition of restrictionson themovement or residence
within Belizeor ontheright toleave Belize of any officer inthe
public servicethat arerequired for the proper performance of
hisfunctions,

for theremoval of apersonfrom Belizeto betried or punished
insomeother country for acriminal offence under thelaw of
that other country or to undergo imprisonment in some other
country in execution of the sentence of acourt inrespect of a
crimina offenceunder alaw of which hehasbeen convicted;
or

for theimposition of restrictionsontheright of any personto
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leave Belizethat arerequired in order to secure thefulfilment
of any obligationimposed on that person by law.

4 If any person whose freedom of movement has been restricted
by virtue of such aprovision asisreferred to in subsection (3) (a) of this
section so requestsat any time during the period of that restriction not earlier
than twenty-one days after the order was made or three months after helast
made such arequest, asthe case may be, his case shall bereviewed by an
independent and impartial tribunal presided over by aperson appointed by
the Chief Justicefrom among personswho arelegd practitioners.

(5) Onany review by atribunal in pursuance of subsection (4) of
this section of the case of any person whose freedom of movement hasbeen
restricted, thetribuna may make recommendations concerning the necessity
or expediency of the continuation of that restriction to theauthority by whom
it wasordered and, unlessit isotherwise provided by law, that authority shall
be obliged to act in accordance with any such recommendations.

Protection of 11.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be hinderedin the
freedom of enjoyment of hisfreedom of conscience, including freedom of thought and of
conscience. religion, freedomto changehisreligion or belief and freedom, either doneor

incommunity with others, and bothin publicand in private, to manifest and
propagate hisreligion or belief inworship, teaching, practice and observance.

2 Except with hisown consent (or, if heisaperson under the
age of eighteen years, the consent of hisparent or guardian) aperson attend-
ing any placeof education, detained in any prison or correctiveingtitution or
sarvinginanava, military or air forceshall not berequiredtoreceiverdigious
instruction or totake part in or atend any religiousceremony or observanceif
that instruction, ceremony or observancerelatesto areligionwhichisnot his
own.

3 Every recognised religiouscommunity shal beentitled, at its
own expense, to establish and maintain places of education and to manage
any place of education which it maintains; and no such community shall be
prevented from providing religiousingtructionfor personsof that community in
thecourse of any education provided by that community whether or notitisin
recei pt of agovernment subsidy or other form of financial ass stancedesigned
to meet inwholeor in part the cost of such course of education.
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4 A person shall not be compelled to take any oath whichis
contrary to hisreligion or belief or to take any oath in amanner whichiscon-
trary tohisreligion or belief.

(5) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsistent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makes provision which isreasonably required-

(@ intheinterests of defence, public safety, public order, public
mordity or public hedth;

(b) for the purpose of protecting therightsand freedoms of other
persons, including theright to observeand practiseany
religion without theunsolicited intervention of membersof
any other religion; or

(© for the purpose of regulating educational institutionsin the
interest of the personswho receive or may receiveinstruction
inthem.

(6) Referencesinthissectiontoareligionshal beconstrued asincluding
references to areligious denomination, and cognate expressions shall be
construed accordingly.

12.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be hinderedinthe  Protection of
enjoyment of hisfreedom of expression, including freedomto hold opinions  freedom of
without interference, freedomtoreceiveideasand information without interfer-  expression.
ence, freedom to communicate ideas and information without interference

(whether the communication beto the public generally or to any personor class

of persons) and freedom from interferencewith his correspondence.

2 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall be held to beinconsistent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonabl e provision-

(@ that isrequired intheinterests of defence, public safety,
public order, public morality or public hedth;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting thereputations,
rights and freedoms of other personsor the private lives of
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persons concerned in legal proceedings, preventing the
disclosureof information received in confidence, maintaining
theauthority and independence of the courtsor regulating the
administration or thetechnical operation of telephone, teleg-
raphy, posts, wirel essbroadcasting, television or other means
of communication, publicexhibitionsor public entertainments;
or

(©) that imposesrestrictionson officersin the public service that
arerequired for the proper performance of their functions.

Protection of 13.-(1) Except with hisown consent, aperson shall not be hindered inthe
freedom of enjoyment of hisfreedom of assembly and association, that isto say, hisright
assembly and to assembl e freely and associate with other personsand in particular toform
association. or belong to trade unions or other associationsfor the protection of hisinter-

estsor toform or belong to political partiesor other political associations.

2 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shdll be held to beinconsi stent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ that isrequired intheinterestsof defence, public safety,
public order, publicmorality or public hedth;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting therightsor free-
domsof other persons;

(© that imposesrestrictionson officersin the public servicethat
arerequired for the proper performance of their functions; or

(d) that isrequired to prohibit any associ ation the membership of
whichisrestricted on grounds of race or colour.

Protection of 14.-(1) A person shall not be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference

righttoprivacy.  withhisprivacy, family, homeor correspondence, nor to unlawful attackson
hishonour and reputation. The private and family life, the home and the per-
sonal correspondence of every person shall be respected.

2 Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shall beheld to beincons stent with or in contravention of thissection to the
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extent that thelaw in question makes provision of thekind specified in subsec-
tion (2) of section 9 of thisConstitution.

15.-(1) No person shall be denied the opportunity to gain hisliving by work  Protection of
which hefreely chooses or accepts, whether by pursuing aprofessonor occu-  right towork.
pation or by engaging in atrade or business, or otherwise.

2 It shal not beincons stent with subsection (1) of thissectionto
require, asacondition for embarking upon or continuing work, the payment of
professional fees, tradeor businesslicencefees, or smilar charges, or the pos-
session of gppropriatelicencesor quaifications.

(3) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law shall be
held to beinconsi stent with or in contravention of thissection tothe extent that
thelaw in question makesreasonable provision-

(@ that isrequired intheinterests of defence, public safety,
public order, public morality or public hedth;

(b) that isrequired for the purpose of protecting therightsor free-
domsof other persons; or

(© for theimposition of restrictionson theright to work of any
personwhoisnot acitizen of Belize.

16.-(1) Subjecttotheprovisonsof subsections(4), (5) and (7) of this  section,  Protection from

no law shall make any provision that isdiscriminatory either of itself orinits  discriminationon

effect. the grounds of
race, etc.

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsections (6), (7) and (8) of this
section, no person shall betreated in adiscriminatory manner by any person or
authority.

(3) Inthissection, the expression “discriminatory” means affording
different treatment to different personsattributablewholly or mainly totheir
respective descriptions by sex, race, place of origin, political opinions,
colour or creed whereby persons of one such description are subjected to
disabilitiesor restrictionsto which persons of another such description arenot
made subject or are accorded privileges or advantageswhich are not accorded
to persons of another such description.
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4 Subsection (1) of thissection shal not apply toany law sofar
asthat law makesprovision-

(@ for the gppropriation of public revenuesor other public funds;
(b) with respect to personswho are not citizensof Belize;

(©) for the application, inthe case of personsof any such descrip-
tion asismentioned in subsection (3) of thissection (or of
persons connected with such persons), of thelaw with

respect to adoption, marriage, divorce, burial, devol ution of
property on death or other like matterswhichisthe personal
law of personsof that description; or

(d) whereby personsof any such descriptionasismentionedin
subsection (3) of this section may be subjected to any
disability or restriction or may beaccorded any privilegeor
advantagethat, having regard toitsnature and to specia
circumstances pertai ning to those personsor to persons of
any other such description, isreasonably justifiable.

(5) Nothing contained inany law shall be held to beinconsistent
with or in contravention of subsection (1) of thissection to the extent that it
makes provisionwith respect to standards or qualifications (not being stan-
dardsor qualificationsspecifically relating to sex, race, placeof origin, politi-
cal opinions, colour or creed) to berequired of any person who isappointed
to or to act in any office or employment.

(6) Subsection (2) of thissection shal not gpply to anythingwhich
is expresdy or by necessary implication authorised to be done by any such
provision of law asisreferred to in subsection (4) or subsection (5) of this
section.

Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
shdll be held to beinconsi stent with or in contravention of thissectiontothe
extent that thelaw in question makes provision whereby personsof any such
description asismentioned in subsection (3) of thissection may be subjected
to any restriction ontherightsand freedoms guaranteed by sections9, 10, 11,
12 and 13 of this Constitution, being such arestriction asisauthorised by
section 9(2), paragraph (a), (b) or (h) of section 10(3), section 11(5), section
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12(2) or section 13(2), asthe case may be.

(8) Nothing contained in subsection (2) of thissection shdl affect any dis-
cretion relating to theingtitution, conduct or discontinuance of civil or criminal
proceedingsinany court that isvested in any person by or under this Constitu-
tion or any other law.

17.-(1) No property of any description shall becompulsorily takenpossession  Protection from
of and nointerest in or right over property of any description shall becompul-  deprivation of
sorily acquired except by or under alaw that- property.

(@ prescribesthe principles on which and the manner in which
reasonable compensationtherefor isto bedetermined and given
within areasonabletime; and

(b) securesto any person claiming aninterest inor right over the
property aright of accessto the courtsfor the purpose of -

0] establishing hisinterest or right (if any);

(i) determining whether that taking of possession or ac-
quisitionwasduly carried out for apublic purposein
accordancewith thelaw authorising thetaking of pos-
sesson or acquisition;

(i) determining theamount of the compensationtowhich
hemay beentitled; and

(iv)  enforcinghisright toany such compensation.

2 Nothinginthissection shdl invalidate any law by reason only
that it providesfor thetaking possession of any property or theacquisition
of any interestin or right over property-

(@ in satisfaction of any tax, rate or due;

(b) by way of penalty for breach of thelaw or forfeiturein conse-
guenceof abreach of thelaw;

(© by way of taking asamplefor the purposesof any law;
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(d) asanincident of any deposit required to be madewith the
Government of areasonable number of copiesof every book,
magazine, newspaper or other printed work publishedin

Bdize

@) wherethe property consistsof ananimal, uponitsbeing
found trespassing or straying;

() asanincident of alease, tenancy, mortgage, charge, bill of

saleor any other right or obligation arising under acontract;

(9 by way of requiring personscarrying on businessin Belizeto
deposit money with the Government or an agency of the
Government for the purpose of controlling credit or invest
mentinBelize;

(h) by way of the vesting and administration of trust property,
enemy property, the property of deceased persons, persons
of unsound mind or personsadjudged or otherwise declared
bankrupt or the property of companiesor other societies
(whether incorporated or not) in the course of being wound

up;
() inthe execution of judgmentsor ordersof courts,

() in conseguence of any law with respect to thelimitation of
actions,

(K) by reason of itsbeing in adangerous state or injuriousto the
hedlth of human beings, animalsor plants;

0] for the purpose of marketing property of that descriptionin
thecommoninterestsof thevarious personsotherwise
entitled to dispose of that property; or

(m)  forsolongonly asmay benecessary for the purpose of an
examination, investigation, tria or enquiry or, inthe case of
land, the carrying out on theland-
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(i)

(i)

of work of soil conservation or the conservation of
other natural resources; or

of agricultural development or improvement which
the owner or occupier of theland hasbeen required
and haswithout reasonableand lawful excuse
refused or failed to carry out.

18.-(1) InthisPart, “ period of public emergency” meansany period during Provisions for

which- periods of public
emergency.
(@ Belizeisengagedinany war; or
(b) thereisinforceaproclamation by the Governor-Genera
declaring that astate of public emergency exists; or
(© thereisinforcearesolution of the Nationa Assembly declar-
ing that democraticingtitutionsin Belizearethreatened by
subversion.
2 The Governor-Genera may, by proclamationwhich shall be
published inthe Gazette, declarethat astate of public emergency existsfor
the purposesof thisPart.
3 A proclamation made by the Governor-General under sub-

section (2) of thissection shall not be effectiveunlessit containsadeclaration
that the Governor-Generd issatisfied-

@

()

that astate of war between Belize and another Stateis
imminent or that apublic emergency hasarisen asaresult of
the occurrence of any earthquake, hurricane, flood, fire,
outbreak of pestilence, outbreak of infectiousdisease, or other
gmilar caamity; or

that action hasbeen taken or isimmediately threatened by
any person or body of persons of such anature and on so
extensiveascaeasto belikely to endanger the public safety
or to deprivethe community, or any substantia portion of the
community, of suppliesor servicesessentid tolife,
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4 A proclamation made under subsection (2) of thissection may
be made so asto apply only to such part of Belize asmay be specified inthe
proclamation (in thissubsection called “theemergency ared’), inwhich case
regulationsmade under subsection (9) of thissection shall except asotherwise
expressy provided in suchregulationshaveeffect only intheemergency area.

(5) A proclamation made by the Governor-Genera for the pur-
posesof and in accordance with this section-

(@ shdll, unlessprevioudy revoked, remaininforcefor aperiod
not exceeding onemonth;

(b) may be extended from timeto time by aresol ution passed by
theNational Assembly for further periods, not exceedingin
respect of each such extension aperiod of twelve months;
and

(©) may berevoked at any time by aresolution of the National
Assembly.

(6) A resolution of the National Assembly passed for the pur-
poses of subsection (1) (¢) of thissection shdl remaininforcefor two months
or such shorter period as may be specified therein:

Provided that any such resolution may be extended fromtimetotime
by afurther such resolution, each extension not exceeding two monthsfrom
thedate of the resol ution effecting the extension; and any such resol ution may
berevoked at any timeby afurther resolution.

7) A resolution of the National Assembly for the purposes of
subsection (1) () of thissection, and aresol ution of the National Assembly
extending or revoking any such resolution, shall not be passed unlessitis
supported by the votes of two-thirds of the members of the House of
Representatives present and voting.

(8) Any provision of thissection that aproclamation or resolution
shall lapse or ceaseto beinforceat any particular timeiswithout pregjudiceto
the making of afurther such proclamation or resol ution whether before or
after that time.
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9) During any period of public emergency, the following
provisonsshdl haveeffect-

(@ the Governor-General may make such regulations as are
necessary or expedient for securing public safety, the defence
of Belize, themaintenance of public order and the suppression
of mutiny, rebellionandriot, and for maintaining suppliesand
servicesessentia tothelifeof thecommunity;

(b) any such regul ationsmay empower such authoritiesor persons
asmay be specifiedintheregulationsto makeordersandrules
for any of the purposesfor which such regul ationsare authorised
by this subsection to be made and may contain such incidental
and supplementary provisionsasare necessary or expedient
for the purposes of theregulations,

(© any such regulationsor any order or rulemade in pursuance
of such regulationsmay amend or suspend the operation of
any law and shdl haveeffect notwithstanding anything
incong stent therewith containedinany law;

(d) inthissubsection, “law” doesnot includethis Constitution or
any provisionthereof or any law that dtersthis Constitution or
any provision thereof.

(10) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law
(including any regulations made under subsection (9) of thissection) shall be
held to beincons stent with or in contravention of section 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, or 17 of this Constitution to the extent that the law in question
makesinrelationtoany period of public emergency provision, or authorisesthe
doing during any such period of anything, that isreasonably justifiablein the
circumstancesof any situation arising or existing during the period for the
purpose of dealing with that situation.

19.-(1) When apersonisdetained by virtueof alaw that authorisesthetaking  Protection of
during aperiod of public emergency of measuresthat arereasonably justifiable  persons detained
for the purpose of dealing with the situation that existsin Belizeduringthat ~ under emergency
period, thefollowing provisionsshall apply, that isto say- laws.
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(@ heshdl, with reasonable promptitudeandin any casenot more
than seven daysafter the commencement of hisdetention, be
informed in alanguagethat he understands of the grounds
upon which heisdetained and furnished with awritten
gatement in English specifying the particularsof thosegrounds;

(b) not more than fourteen daysafter the commencement of his
detention, anatification shal be publishedinthe Gazette
stating that he has been detained and giving particularsof the
provision of law under which hisdetentionisauthorised;

(©) not more than one month after the commencement of his
detention and thereafter during hisdetention at intervalsof not
more than three months, hiscase shall bereviewed by an
independent and impartia tribunal established by law and
pres ded over by aperson gppointed by the Chief Justicefrom
among personswho arelegal practitioners,

(d) he shall be afforded reasonablefacilitiesfor private
communication and consultation with alegd practitioner of
hisown choicewho shall be permitted to make representa-
tionsto thetribuna appointed for thereview of the case of the
detained person; and

@) at the hearing of hiscase by thetribunal appointed for the
review of hiscasehe shall be permitted to appear in person
or to berepresented by alegal practioner of hisown
choice.

2 Onany review by atribunal in pursuance of thissection of the
case of adetained person, thetribunal may make recommendations concern-
ing the necessity or expediency of continuing hisdetentionto theauthority by
whichitwasordered but, unlessit isotherwise provided by law, that authority
shall not be obliged to act in accordance with any such recommendations.

(3) Nothing contained in subsection (1) (d) or subsection (1) ()
of thissection shall be construed asentitling apersontolega representation at
public expense.
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20.-(1) If any person allegesthat any of the provisions of sections3to 19  Enforcement
inclusiveof this Congtitution hasbeen, isbeing or islikely tobecontravenedin  of protective
relationto him (or, inthe case of aperson whoisdetained, if any other person  provisions.
allegessuch acontraventionin relation to the detained person), then, without

prejudiceto any other action with respect to the same matter whichislawfully

available, that person (or that other person) may apply to the Supreme Court

for redress.

2 The Supreme Court shall haveorigind jurisdiction-

(@ to hear and determine any application made by any personin
pursuance of subsection (1) of thissection; and

(b) to determineany question arising in the case of any person
which isreferredtoit in pursuance of subsection (3) of this
section,

and may make such declarationsand orders, issue such writsand give such
directions as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of enforcing or
securing the enforcement of any of the provisionsof sections3to 19inclusive
of thisCondtitution.

3 If in any proceedingsin any court (other than the Court of
Apped or the Supreme Court or acourt-martia ) any question arisesastothe
contravention of any of the provisions of sections 3to 19 inclusive of this
Condtitution, the person presiding in that court may, and shdll, if any party tothe
proceedings so requests, refer the question to the Supreme Court unless, inhis
opinion, theraising of thisquestionismerely frivolousor vexatious.

4 Any person aggrieved by any determination of the Supreme
Court under this section may appeal therefrom to the Court of Appeal.

(5) Where any question is referred to the Supreme Court in
pursuance of subsection (3) of thissection, the Supreme Court shall giveits
decision upon the question and the court in which the question arose shall
dispose of the case in accordance with that decision or, if that decisionisthe
subject of an appeal to the Court of Appeal or to Her Majesty in Council, in
accordance with the decision of the Court of Appeal or, asthe case may be, of
Her Mgesty in Council.
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(6) Notwithstanding the validity of any law under section 9 (2),
10(3),11(5),12(2), 13(2) or 16 (4) (d) of thisConstitution, any act or thing
done under the authority of such law shall beunlawful if such act or thingis
shown not to bereasonably required inthe actua circumstancesinwhichitis
done.

The Supreme Court shall have such powersin addition to
those conferred by this section asmay be conferred onit by the National
Assembly for the purpose of enabling it more effectively to exercise the
jurisdiction conferred onit by thissection.

(8) TheChief Justice may make ruleswith respect to the practiceand
procedure of the Supreme Court in relation to the jurisdiction and powers
conferred onit by or under thissection (including ruleswith respect tothetime
withinwhich applicationsmay be brought and referencesshall bemadetothe

Surpeme Court).
Protection of 21.  Nothing contained in any law in force immediately before
existing laws. Independence Day nor anything done under the authority of any such law

shall, for a period of five years after Independence Day, be held to be
incons stent with or donein contravention of any of the provisionsof thisPart.

Interpretation 22.-(1) InthisPart, unlessthe context otherwise requires-
and savings.

“contravention”, inrelation to any requirement, includesafailureto comply
with that requirement, and cognate expressions shall be construed
accordingly;

“court” meansany court of law havingjurisdictionin Belize other than acourt
established by adisciplinary law, andincludesHer Mg esty in Council andin
sections4 and 8 of this Constitution acourt established by adisciplinary law;
“disciplinary law” meansalaw regulating thedisciplineof any disciplinedforce;

“disciplined force” means-

(@ anava, military or air force;
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(b) the Belize Police Department; 42 of 1999.
(© aprisonservice; or

(d) any such other force or service asmay be prescribed
by theNational Assembly;

“legal practitioner” meansaperson admitted and enrolled asan attorney-at-
law under thelawsof Belize;

“member”, inrelation to adisciplined force, includes any person who, under
thelaw regulating the discipline of that force, issubject to that discipline.

2 In relation to any person who isamember of adisciplined
forceof Belize, nothing contained in or done under the authority of thedisci-
plinary law of that forceshal be held to beinconsistent with or in contravention
of any of the provisions of this Part other than sections 4, 7 and 8 of this
Condtitution.

3 In relation to any person who isamember of adisciplined
forceof acountry other than Belizethat islawfully present in Belize, nothing

contained or doneunder the authority of the disciplinary law of that force shal
be held to beincons stent with or in contravention of any of the provisions of
thisPart.

PART Il
Citizenship
23.-(1) Every personbornin Belize,immediately before IndependenceDay,  Persons who

shall becomeacitizen of Belizeon I ndependence Day. becomecitizens
on Independence
2 Every personwho, immediately beforeIndependenceDay,is P&
acitizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies- 140f 1985

(@ having become such acitizen under the British Nationality 1948. ¢.56
Act 1948 by virtueof hishavingbeennaturdisedinBdlizeas  (UK)
aBritish subject beforethat Act cameintoforce; or
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1948. c. 56
(UK)

Persons born in
Belizeon or after
Independence

Day.

(b) havingwhileresident in Belizebecomesuch acitizen by
virtue of hishaving been naturalised or registered under that
Act,

shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day.

(3) Every person born outside Belize, before Independence
Day, shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day if hisfather or
mother becomes, or would but for hisdeath or therenunciation of his
citizenship have become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1) or (2)
of thissection.

4 Every person born outside Belize before Independence Day
shall becomeacitizen of Belize on Independence Day if oneof hisgrand-
parents becomes, or would but for hisdeath or renunciation of hiscitizen-
ship have become, acitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) of
thissection.

(5) Every woman shall becomeacitizen of Belizeon
Independence Day if immediately before | ndependence Day, sheismarried
to aperson who becomesor, but for hisdeath or therenunciation of his
citizenship, would have becomeacitizen of Belize by virtue of subsection
(2), (2), (3) or (4) of thissection.

(6) Inthissection, “theBritish Nationality Act 1948" includes
any Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom amending that Act.

24.  Every personborninBelizeon or after Independence Day shall
becomeacitizen of Belizeat the date of hishirth:

Provided that aperson shall not becomeacitizen of Belizeby virtue
of thissectionif at thetimeof hisbirth-

(@ neither of hisparentsisacitizen of Belizeand hisfather or
mother possesses such immunity from suit and legal process
asisaccorded to theenvoy of aforeign sovereign power
accredited to Belize; or

(b) hisfather or mother is acitizen of acountry withwhich
Belizeisat war and the birth occursin aplace then under
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occupation by that country.
25. A personbornoutside Belizeon or after Independence Day shall Persons born
becomeacitizen of Belizeat thedate of hisbirthif, at that date, hisfatheror ~ outsideBelizeon
mother isacitizen of Belize. or after
Independence
Day.
14 of 1985.
26.-(1) Thefollowing personsmay, upon making application at any timeafter  Registration.
Independence Day, beregistered ascitizensof Belize- 14 of 1985.

(@ any personwhoismarriedto acitizen of Belize;

(b) any personwho hasbeenresident continuously in Belizefor a
period of five years immediately before the date of his
goplication.

2 TheNationa Assembly shall prescribe by law the procedure

for making and determining applications, and the conditionsto befulfilled by
persons making applications, for registration under thissection.

3 A person registered asacitizen of Belize under thissection
shall becomeacitizen of Belizeon thedate onwhich heisso registered.

27.  Adcitizenof Belizeby birth or descent who acquiresthe citizenship of

Dual nationality

any other country may, if thelaws of the other country sopermitand at his 14 of 1985.
option, retain hiscitizenship of Belize.
28.(1) TheNationa Assembly may makeprovision, notinconsstent withthis — Citizenship
Part, inrespect of citizenship, including provisionfor- legidlation.
390f 2001.
(@ theacquisitionof citizenship of Belizeby personswhoare
not eligibleor who areno longer eigibleto become
citizensof Belizeunder thisPart;
(b)  revokingthecitizenship of any personreferredtoinsection26 39 of 2001

(2) of thisCongtitution;
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(¢) therenunciation by any person of hiscitizenship of Belize.

390f 2001 2 Paragraph (@) of subsection (1) of this section shall not be
construed as allowing the National Assembly to make legidation for the
acquisition of citizenship of Belize by any person who makesasubstantial
contribution to the economy and/or well-being of Belize or who hasrendered
distinguished serviceto Bdlize.

Interpretation. 29.-(1) For the purposes of thisPart, subject to sections 24 and 25, aperson
born aboard aship or aircraft registered in Belize, or aboard an unregistered

390f 2001. ship or aircraft of the Government of Belize, shal not bedeemed to have been
borninBelize.

2 Any referenceinthisPart tothe nationa statusof thefather of
aperson at thetimeof that person’sbirth shall, inrelation to aperson born
after thedeath of hisfather, be construed asareferenceto the national status
of thefather at thetime of thefather’ sdeath; and wherethat death occurred
before Independence Day and the birth occurred on or after Independence
Day the national status that the father would have had if he had died on
Independence Day shall be deemed to be hisnational statusat thetimeof his
death.

14 of 1985. (3 No person shal beentitled under the provisionsof thisPart to
beacitizen of Belize or be granted citizenship of Bdlizeif such person shows
any allegianceto or isacitizen of acountry which does not recognisethe
independence, sovereignty or territoria integrity of Belize:

Provided that the Minister may in his discretion grant Belizean
citizenship to personsfalling under this subsection who would otherwise be
entitled to such citizenship under the provisions of sections23 and 25 of this
Condtitution.

) Whereaperson born outside Belizeisentitled tobeacitizen
of Belizeunder the provisonsof thisPart, theright to Belizean citizenship shall
not be deemed to accrue upon the conditions giving riseto such entitlement
arising but the citizenship shal be sought for by the person entitled toor onhis
behaf and obtained by the grant by the Minister of proper certification affirm-
ing hiscitizenship.

(5) Where aperson claiming citizenship by birth, descent or reg-
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istration makesan application or request for thegrant of citizenship the stay of
such personin Belize shall not be considered illegal under the provisionsof any
law for solong and only for solong assuch stay isnecessary for the disposal of
hisapplication. Hisright of abode, or that of hiswife or dependentsif any
under theage of eighteen years, shal not beaffected pending thedisposal of his
goplication.

PART IV
The Governor-General

30.  Thereshall beaGovernor-Genera of Belizewho shall beacitizen of
Belize appointed by Her Mgjesty and shall hold officeduring Her Magjesty’s
pleasureand who shall be Her Mgjesty’ srepresentativein Belize.

31.-(1) During any period when the office of Governor-General isvacant or
the holder of the office of Governor-Genera isabsent from Belizeorisfor
any other reason unableto perform thefunctionsof hisofficethosefunctions
shall be performed by such person asHer Mgjesty may appoint.

2 Any such person asaforesaid sha | not continueto perform
thefunctionsof the office of Governor-Generd if the holder of the office of
Governor-Genera or someother person having aprior right to performthe
functionsof that office hasnotified him that heisabout to assumeor resume
thosefunctions.

3 Theholder of the officeof Governor-Genera shall not, for
the purposes of thissection, beregarded as absent from Belize or asunable
to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice-

(@ by reason that heisin passagefrom one part of Belizeto
another; or

(b) at any timewhen thereisasubs sting appointment of a
deputy under section 33 of this Constitution.

32. A personappointedto hold the office of Governor-Generd
shall, before entering upon the duties of that office, take and subscribethe
oath of alegianceand office.

Establishment
of office.

Acting Governor-
Generdl.

Oath to be taken
by Governor-
Generd.
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Deputy to 33.-(1) Whenever the Governor-General -

Governor-

Generd. (a) hasoccasion to beabsent from the seat of government

but not from Belize;

(b) hasoccasionto beabsent from Belizefor aperiod which
he congders, acting in hisown deliberatejudgment, will
be of short duration; or

(¢ issufferingfromanillnesswhichhecondders, actingin
hisown deliberatejudgment, will be of short duration,

he may, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, appoint
any personin Belizeto be hisdeputy during such absenceor illnessandin
that capacity to perform on hisbehalf such of thefunctionsof the office of
Governor-Genera asmay be specified intheinstrument by whichheis

appointed.

2 The power and authority of the Governor-General shall not
be abridged, altered or in any way affected by the appointment of adeputy
under thissection, and, subject to the provisionsof this Constitution, a
deputy shall conform to and observedl instructionsthat the Governor-
Generd, acting in hisown ddliberatejudgment, may fromtimetotime
addressto him:

Provided that the question whether or not adeputy has conformed
to and observed any such ingtructions shall not be enquired into by any
court of law.

(3) A person appointed as deputy under this section shall hold that
appointment for such period asmay be specified intheingtrument by which he
is appointed, and his appointment may be revoked at any time by the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime

Minigter.
Exerciseof 34.-(1) Inthe exercise of hisfunctionsthe Governor-General shall actin
Governor- accordance with the advice of the Cabinet or aMinister acting under the
Generd’s genera authority of the Cabinet except in caseswhere heisrequired by this
functions. Constitution or any other law to act in accordancewith the adviceof, or after

consultation with, any person or authority other than the Cabinet or inhisown
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deliberatejudgment.

(2) Any referencein thisConstitution to the functions of the Governor-
Genera shall be construed asareferenceto hispowersand dutiesin the exer-
ciseof the executive authority of Belize and to any other powersand duties
conferred or imposed on him as Governor-Genera by or under this Constitu-
tion or any other law.

3 Where by this Constitution the Governor-General isrequired
to perform any function after consultation with any person or authority heshal
not be obliged to exercise that function in accordance with the advice of that
person or authority.

4 Where by this Constitution the Governor-General isrequired
to perform any function in accordancewith the advice of,, or after consultation
with, any person or authority, the question whether the Governor-General has
so exercised that function shall not be enquired into by any court of law.

35.  ThePrimeMinister shall keep the Governor-Generd fully informed ~ Governor-
concerning thegenera conduct of thegovernment of Belizeand shdl furnishthe  General tobe
Governor-Generd with such information ashe may request withrespecttoany  informed

particular matter relating to the government of Belize. concerning
matters of
government.
PART V

The Executive

36.-(1) Theexecutiveauthority of Belizeisvestedin Her Mgjesty. Exictﬂ_ive
aut orlty.
2 Subject to the provisionsof this Congtitution, the executive
authority of Belizemay be exercised on behaf of Her Mgjesty by the
Governor-Generd either directly or through officerssubordinateto him.

3 Nothinginthissectionshal prevent theNationd Assembly from
conferring functions on persons or authorities other than the Governor-
Generd.
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PrimeMinister. 37.-(1) Thereshal beaPrimeMinister of Belize who shall be appointed by
the Governor-General.

2 Whenever the Governor-General hasoccasion to appoint a
Prime Minister he shall appoint amember of the House of Representatives
who istheleader of the palitical party which commandsthe support of the
magjority of themembersof that House; and if no political party hasanoverall
majority, he shall appoint amember of that Housewho appearsto himlikely
to command the support of the majority of the membersof that House.

(3) If occasion arisesfor making an appointment to the office of
PrimeMinister whilethe National Assembly isdissolved, then, notwithstand-
ing the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, a person who was a
member of the House of Representativesimmediately beforethe dissolution
may be appointed asPrime Minister.

4 The Governor-Generd shal removethe PrimeMinister from
officeif aresolution of no confidencein the Government is passed by the
House of Representativesand the Prime Minister does not within seven days
either resign from hisoffice or advise the Governor-General to dissolvethe
National Assembly.

(5) Theoffice of PrimeMinister shall aso becomevacant-

(@ if the holder of the office ceasesto be amember of the
House of Representatives otherwise than by reason of the
dissolution of theNationa Assembly;

(b) if, by virtue of section 59(3) of thisConstitution, heisrequired
to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of the House;
or

(© If heisinformed by the Governor-General that the Governor-
General is, in accordance with subsection (2) or (3) of this
section, about to reappoint him as Prime Minister or to
appoint another person as Prime Minister.

(6) In exercise of the powers conferred on him by this section, the
Governor-Genera shall actin hisown deliberatejudgment.
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38.  TheGovernor-General shal, actinginaccordancewiththeadviceof  Deputy Prime
the PrimeMinigter, desgnateaMinister asDeputy PrimeMinister towhomthe  Minister.
PrimeMinister may fromtimeto time depute such of hisfunctionsashe may

Specify.

39.-(1) Whenever the PrimeMinister isabsent from Belizeor isby reasonof ~ Performance of
illnessunableto perform thefunctionsconferred on himin accordancewiththis  functions of
Condtitution, thosefunctions (other than thefunctionsconferred by thissection)  PrimeMinister
shdl be performed- during absence
orillness.

(@ by the Deputy Prime Minister; or

(b) inthe absence of the Deputy PrimeMinister or if he
tooislikewiseunableto perform thosefunctions, by
such other Minister asthe Governor-General may
authorisefor that purpose.

2 The Deputy Prime Minister shall ceaseto perform thefunc-
tionsof the PrimeMinister when heisinformed by the Governor-Genera that
the PrimeMinister isabout to resume thosefunctions.

3 A Minister authorised to perform the functions of the Prime
Minister under subsection (1) (b) of thissection shall ceaseto perform those
functionswhen heisinformed by the Governor-General that the Deputy Prime
Minister isabout to assume, or that the Prime Minister is about to resume,
thosefunctions.

(4) The powers of the Governor-General under this section shall be
exercised by himin accordance with theadvice of the PrimeMinister:

Provided that if the Governor-General, acting in his own deliberate
judgment, considersthat it isimpracticableto obtain the advice of the Prime
Minister owing to theabsenceor illnessof the PrimeMinister hemay exercise
those powers-

(@ inaccordancewith the advice of the Deputy PrimeMinigter;
or

(b) if helikewiseconsdersitimpracticableto obtain the advice of
the Deputy PrimeMinister, in hisown deliberatejudgment.
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Ministers of 40.-(1) Thereshall be, in addition to the office of Prime Minister, such other
Government. officesof Minister of the Government as may be established by the National

Assembly or, subject to the provisions of any law enacted by the National
Assembly, by the Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of
thePrimeMinigter.

2 Appointmentsto the office of Minister shall bemade by the
Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime
Minister, from among members of the House of Representativesand of the
Senate:

Provided that persons holding the office of Speaker of the House of
Representativesor President of the Senate may not be appointed to the office
of Minigter:

390f 2001. Provided further that the Cabinet shall be comprised of -

@ not more than two-thirds of the elected Membersof the party
that obtainsthe mgjority seatsin the House of Representa-
tivesfollowing theholding of agenerd dection; and

(b) not morethan four Senators.

(3) If occasion arisesfor making an appointment to the office of
Minister whilethe National Assembly isdissolved, then, notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection (2) of thissection, aperson who wasamember of
theHouseof Representativesor of the Senateimmediately beforethe dissolu-
tion may be appointed asMiniger.

4 Theoffice of any Minister shall becomevacant-

(@ if the holder of the office ceasesto beamember of theHouse
of Representativesor of the Senate otherwisethan by reason
of thedissolution of the National Assembly;

(b) if, by virtue of section 59 (3) or 64 (3) of thisConstitution,
heisrequired to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember
of theHouse of Representativesor of the Senate;
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(© if the Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith theadvice
of thePrimeMinister, sodirects;

(d) if the PrimeMinister resgnsfrom officewithin seven days
after aresolution of no confidencein the Government hasbeen
passed by the House of Representativesor isremoved from
office under section 37 (4) of thisCongtitution; or

(e on the appointment of any personto the office of Prime
Miniger.

(5) Inthissection, “ Minister” meansaMinister of the Government
other thanthe PrimeMinister.

41.-(1) The Governor-General, acting in accordance withthe advice of the  Allocation of
PrimeMinister, may, by directionsinwriting, assigntothe PrimeMinisteror  portfolios to
any other Minister responsibility for any businessof theGovernment, including ~ Ministers.
theadministration of any department of Government:

Provided that responsibility for finance shal beassignedto aMinister
whoisamember of the House of Representatives.

2 WhereaMinister hasbeen charged with responsibility for any
department of government, heshall exercisegenerd directionand control over
that department of government.

42.-(1) The Attorney-Genera shall be the principal legal adviser to the  Attorney-
Government. Generdl.

2 Theofficeof Attorney-Genera shall betheofficeof aMinigter,
with responsibility for theadminigiration of legd affairsin Belize.

3 No person shall be qualified to hold the office of Attorney-
General unlessheisaperson who hasfor at |east five yearsbeen entitled to
practise asan advocate in acourt having unlimited jurisdictionin civil and
criminal mattersin some part of the Commonwealth or in the Republic of
Ireland or acourt having jurisdiction in appeal sfrom any such court.

4 If aperson holding the office of Attorney-General isfor any
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reason unableto perform thefunctions conferred on him by or under any law,
thosefunctionsmay be performed by such other person, being aperson quali-
fied asaforesaid (whether or not that personisamember of either House of
the Nationa Assembly), asthe Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith
theadviceof the PrimeMinister, may direct.

(5) Legal proceedingsfor or against the State shall betaken, in
thecaseof civil proceedings, inthe name of the Attorney-Genera and, inthe
caseof crimina proceedings, in the name of the Crown.

Performance of 43.-(1) Whenever aMinister other than the Prime Minister isabsent from

functions of Belize or is within Belize but by |eave of the Governor-General is not

Ministersduring  performing thefunctionsof hisofficeor by reason of illnessisunableto per-

absenceor iliness.  form those functions, the Governor-General may authorize some other
Minister to perform thosefunctionsor may appoint amember of the House of
Representatives or of the Senate to be atemporary Minister in order to
perform thosefunctions; and that Minister may perform thosefunctionsuntil
his authority or, as the case may be, his appointment is revoked by the
Governor-Genera or hevacates office asaMinister under section 40(4) of
thisCondtitution.

2 The powersof the Governor-General under thissection shall
be exercised by himin accordancewith theadvice of the PrimeMinigter:

Provided that if the Governor-General, actingin hisown deliberate
judgment, considersthat it isimpracticableto obtain the advice of the Prime
Minister owing to hisabsence or illness he may exercise those powersin
accordancewith theadvice of the Deputy PrimeMinister.

Cabinet. 44.-(1) Thereshall beaCabinet of Ministersfor Belizewhich shall consist of
26 0f 1988. the PrimeMinister and the other Ministers:
2of 2001. Provided that aMinister of State appointed under section 45 shal not

beamember of Cabinet but may attend Cabinet meetingsupon theinvitation
of thePrimeMinigter.

2 TheCabinet shal betheprincipa executiveingtrument of policy
with general direction and control of the Government and shall be collectively
responsi bleto the National Assembly for any advice givento the Governor-
Genera by or under thegenera authority of the Cabinet andfor al thingsdone



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

Belize Constitution [CAP.4

51

by or under the authority of any Minister inthe execution of hisoffice.

3 Theprovisonsof subsection (2) of thissection shall not
apply inrelationto-

(@ the appointment and removal from office of Ministersand
Ministersof State, the assignment of responsibility to any
Minister under section 41 of thisCongtitution, or the
authorisation of another Minister to perform thefunctions of
the PrimeMinister during absenceor illness; or

(b) thedissolution of the National Assembly.

4 Whenever practicablethe PrimeMinister shal attend and pre-
sdeat al Cabinet meetings, at ameeting of the Cabinet from which the Prime
Minister isabsent, any other Minister appointed by him for the purpose shall
preside.

45.-(1) The Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the
PrimeMinister, may appoint Ministersof Statefrom among the membersof the
House of Representatives or of the Senate to assist Ministers in the
performanceof their duties.

2 Theofficeof aMinister of State shall become vacant-

(@ if the holder of the office ceasesto be amember of the
House of Representativesor of the Senate otherwise
than by reason of the dissol ution of the National Assembly;

(b) if, by virtue of section 59 (3) or 64 (3) of thisConstitution,
heisrequiredto ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasa
member of the House of Representatives or of the Senate;

(© if the Governor-Generd, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof thePrimeMinister, sodirects;

(d) if thePrimeMinister resignsfrom officewithin seven
daysafter aresolution of no confidenceinthe Government
has been passed by the House of Representativesor is
removed from officeunder section 37 (4) of thisCongtitution;or

Ministers of
State.
26 of 1988.

26.0f 1988
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@) on the appointment of any personto the office of Prime
Miniger.

Oathtobetaken ~ 46. A Minister or aMinister of State shall not enter upon thedutiesof his
by Minister, etc.  officeunlesshe hastaken and subscribed the oath of alegianceand office.

26 of 1988.
L eader of the 47.-(1) Thereshall (except at timeswhen there are no members of the House
Opposition. of Representativeswho do not support the Government) beal eader of the

Oppositionwho shall be appointed by the Governor-General.

2 Whenever thereisoccasion for the appointment of aleader
of the Opposition the Governor-Genera shal gppoint the member of theHouse
of Representativeswho gppearsto him most likely to command the support of
amgjority of the membersof the Housewho do not support the Government;
or, if no member of the House appearsto him to command such support, the
member of the House who appearsto him to command the support of the
largest single group of members of the House who do not support the
Government.

(3) If occasion arisesto appoint al eader of the Opposition dur-
ing the period between adissol ution of the National Assembly andtheday on
which the ensuing el ection of members of the House of Representativesis
held, an appointment may bemade asif the National Assembly had not been
dissolved.

4 Theofficeof Leader of the Opposition shall become vacant-

(@ if the holder of the office ceasesto beamember of theHouse
of Representatives otherwisethan by reason of adissolution
of theNationa Assembly;

(b) if by virtue of section 59 (3) of this Constitution, he is
required to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of the
House; or

(©) if heisremoved from office by the Governor-General under
theprovisionsof subsection (5) of thissection.
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(5) If it appearsto the Governor-General that the L eader of the
Oppositionisnolonger ableto command the support of amgjority of themem-
bers of the House of Representativeswho do not support the Government or
(if no member of the House appears to him to be able to command such
support) the support of thelargest single group of membersof the Housewho
do not support the Government, heshall removethe L eader of the Opposition
fromoffice.

(6) Subject to the provisions of section 61 (3) (b) of this
Condtitution, during any periodinwhichthereisavacancy intheofficeof Leader
of the Opposition, the provisionsof thisCongtitution containing therequirement
that action shall betakenin accordancewith theadviceof, or after consultation
with, or with the concurrence of , the L eader of the Opposition shall have effect
asif therewereno such requirement.

The powers of the Governor-General under thissection shall
be exercised by himinhisown deliberatejudgment.

48.  Subject tothedirection and control of the Minister pursuanttosection  Chief Executive
41(2) of thisCondtitution, every department of government shall beunder the  Officers.
supervision of apublic officer whose officeisreferred tointhis Congtitution as

theoffice of aChief Executive Officer: 20f 2001.

Provided that two or more government departments may be placed
under the supervision of one Chief Executive Officer. 2of 2001.

49.-(1) Thereshall beaSecretary to the Cabinet whose officeshal beapublic  Secretary to
office. the Cabinet.

2 The Secretary to the Cabinet, who shall have charge of the
Cabinet Office, shall beresponsible, in accordancewith such instructionsas
may be givento him by the PrimeMinister, for arranging the businessfor, and
keeping the minutes of, the Cabinet and for conveying the decisions of the
Cabinet to the appropriate person or authority and shall have such other func-
tionsasthe PrimeMinister may direct.

50.-(1) Thereshdl beaDirector of Public Prosecutionswhoseofficeshall bea  Control of public
publicoffice. prosecution.

2 TheDirector of Public Prosecutionsshal havepower withgood ~— 2of 2001.
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and sufficient reason-

(@ toingtitute, and undertake crimina proceedingsagainst any
person beforeany court of law (other than acourt-martial) in
respect of any offence alleged to have been committed by
that person;

(b) to take over and continue any such crimina proceedingsthat
have been ingtituted or undertaken by any other person or
authority; and

(©) to discontinue at any stage beforejudgment isdelivered any
such crimina proceedingsingtituted or undertaken by himsdlf
or any other person or authority.

(3) The powers of the Director of Public Prosecutions under
subsection (2) of this section may be exercised by himin person or through
other persons acting under and in accordance with his general or special
ingructions

4 The powersconferred onthe Director of Public Prosecutions
by paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) of thissection shall bevestedin
himto the exclusion of any other person or authority:

Provided that whereany other person or authority hasindituted crimina
proceedings, nothing in thissubsection shall prevent thewithdrawal of those
proceedingsby or at theinstance of that person or authority and with theleave
of thecourt.

(5 For the purposes of thissection, any appeal from ajudgment
incrimina proceedingsbeforeany court, or any case stated or question of law
reserved for the purpose of any such proceedings, to any other court (includ-
ing Her Mg esty in Council) shall be deemed to be part of those proceedings:

Provided that the power conferred on the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions by subsection (2) (c) of thissection shall not beexercisedinreationto
any appeal by aperson convictedin any criminal proceedingsor to any case
stated or question of law reserved at theinstance of such aperson.

(6) Subject to the powers of the Attorney-Genera under section
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42(2) of thisCongtitution, in the exercise of the powersvested in him by sub-
section (2) of this section the Director of Public Prosecutions shall not be
subject to thedirection or control of any other person or authority.

51.  Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisConstitution and of any other law, Constitution
the Governor-General may constitute officesfor Belize, make appoi ntments of offices, etc.
to any such officeand terminate any such appointment.

52.-(1) The Governor-General may- Prerogative
of mercy.
(@ grant apardon, either free or subject to lawful conditions, to
any person convicted of any offence;

(b) grant to any person arespite, either indefiniteor for a
specified period, of the execution of any punishment imposed
onthat personfor any offence;

(© subgtitute aless severeform of punishment for any
punishment impaosed on any personfor any offence; or

(d) remit thewholeor any part of any punishment imposed on
any personfor any offence or of any penalty or forfeiture
otherwise dueto the Crown on account of any offence.

2 The powersof the Governor-General under subsection (1) of
this section shall be exercised by him in accordance with the advice of the
Bdize Advisory Council.

53.  Whereany person hasbeen sentenced to death (otherwisethanby a  Procedurein
court-martia) for an offence, the Attorney-General shdl causeawrittenreport  capital cases.
of the casefromthetria judge (or the Chief Justice, if areport fromthetrial

judge cannot be obtained), together with such other information derived from

the record of the case or elsewhere as he may require, to be taken into

consideration at amesting of the Belize Advisory Council, so that the Council

may advisethe Governor-Genera whether to exerciseany of hispowersunder

section 52 (1) of thisConstitution.

54.-(1) Thereshall beaBelize Advisory Council (hereinafter referredtoas  BelizeAdvisory
“the Council”) which shall consist of themembersspecified insubsection(2).  Council.
390f 2001.
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39 of 2001. (2  TheCouncil shdl consist of :-

@ two senior members, who shall be persons of
integrity and high national standing, appointed by the
Governor-Genera, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof thePrimeMinister; and

(b) two senior members, who shall be persons of
integrity and high national standing, appointed by the
Governor-Genera, acting in accordancewiththe
advice of the L eader of the Opposition; and

(©) three other members, who shall be persons of
integrity and high national standing, appointed by the
Governor-Genera, acting in accordancewith the
adviceof the PrimeMinister given after consultation
withthe Leader of the Opposition.

390f 2001. ©) Subject to the proviso to this subsection, asenior member of
the Council shall hold office until he reachesthe age of seventy-fiveyears,
unlessheearlier resgnshisofficeby writing under hisown hand addressed to
the Governor-Generd, or if by aresol ution of the House of Representatives
supported by two-thirds of the members of that House heisdeclared unable
to discharge the functions of his office by reason of persistent absence or
infirmity of body or mind, or to bein breach of the provisionsof section 121 of
thisCondtitution:

Provided that:-

@ asenior member who has attained the age of seventy-five
yearsmay be appointed to continuein officeuntil heattains
any later age asmay be specifiedin hisinstrument of
appointment;

(b) any person of integrity and high national standingwho at the
commencement of thissectionisat least seventy-fiveyearsof
age may be appointed asenior member and may continuein
officeuntil heattainsany later ageasmay be specifiedinhis
ingtrument of appointment.
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4 A member of the Council referred toin subsection (2)(c) of  390f 2001
thissection shall hold officefor three yearsfrom the date of hisappointment,
unlessheearliereresignshisoffice by writing under hisown hand addressed to
the Governor-Generd, or if by resolution of the House of Representativessup-
ported by two-thirds of the members of that House heisdeclared unableto
dischargethefunctionsof hisoffice by reason of persstent absenceor infirmity
of body or mind, or to bein breach of the provisions of section 121 of this
Condtitution.

5) No person shall be appointed amember or senior member of ~ 390f 2001
the Council unlessheisacitizen of Belize, except that amember of the Council
who holdsor hasheld office asajudge of asuperior court of record need not
beacitizen of Belizeif heisacitizen of aCommonwealth country.

(6) The Governor-General shall ineach year appoint adifferent  390f 2001.
senior member of the Council to be Chairman of the Council, and in making
such appointment the Governor-Genera shall ensurethat inany period of four
years, no senior member shall be Chairman twice.

(7 A member of the Council, including asenior member, shal not  390f 2001.
enter upon the duties of his office unless he hastaken and subscribed the oath
or affirmation of allegiance and office set out in Schedule 3 of thisCondtitution.  Schedule3.

8 Thefunctionsof the Council shall be:- 390f 2001.

(@ to advisethe Governor-Genera intheexerciseof his
powersunder section 52 of this Constitution;

(b) to perform such other tasksand dutiesasare conferred
or imposed onit by thisCongtitution or any other law.

9 Intheexerciseof itsfunctions, the Council shal notbesubject  390f 2001.
to thedirection or control of any other person or authority.

(10)  TheChairman or in hisabsence, asenior member appointed  390f 2001.
for that purpose by the Governor-General, shall conveneall meetingsof the
Council for congderation of matterswhichin accordancewith thisCongtitution
or any other law the Council iscalled upon to consider.
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390f 2001. (11) TheCharmanorin hisabsence, the senior member

appointed for that purpose by the Governor-General under subsection (10),
shdl presideat all meetingsof the Council.

390f 2001. (12)  Notwithstanding subsections(10) and (11), inany case
wherethe Council isconvened to dischargeitsduties under section 88, 98,
102, 105, 108 or 109 of this Constitution, or where the Council iscon-
vened to hear an appeal from an officer to whom section 106, 107, 110D
or 110F of this Congtitution applies, the Chairman shall presideat that
mesting.

390f 2001. (13) Wherethe Council isconvened to removethe Chairman,
some other person who holds or has held office asa Judge of asuperior
court of record shall be appointed by the Governor-General ontheadvice
of the PrimeMinister given after consultation with the L eader of the
Oppositionto act as Chairman for that purpose.

390f 2001. (14)  Atdl meetingsof the Council:-
(@ thequorum shall befive members;

(b) decisonsshall beby amgjority of thevotesof those
membersof the Council present and voting; and

(© intheevent that votesareequally divided onany
matter, the Chairman or senior member presiding shall
have asecond votein additionto hisorigind vote.

390f 2001. (15) TheCouncil may makeregulationsfor regulating and facilitat-
ing the performanceof itsfunction under this Congtitution or any other law.

390f 2001. (16) Subject totheprovisionsof thissection, the Council may
regulate itsown procedure.

390f 2001. (17)  TheCouncil may, subject totheprovisonsof thissection
andtoitsrulesof procedure, act notwithstanding any vacancy inits
membership or the absence of any member.

390f 2001 (18)  Thequestionwhether or not the Council hasvalidly per-
formed any funcitions conferred or imposed onit by this Constitution or any
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other law shall not beenquiredintoinany court of law.

(190  Withinfour monthsafter theend of each year, the Council 390f 2001.
shdl prepare and submit to the Prime Minister, areport dealing generally with
its proceedings and activitiesin the preceding year, and the Prime Minister
shdl, withinthree months of receiving thereport, cause acopy of thereport
to betabledintheNational Assembly.
(20) The Council whichwasin existenceprior tothe 15th day of January, 39 of 2001.
2002:- S.I.No. 1of
2002.
€) shall stand dissolved by the 31st December, 2001;
(b) may beallowed by the Govenror-General, acting onthe
adviceof the Prime Minigter, notwithstanding paragraph (a)
of thissubsection, to continuein office after 31st December,
2001, only for the purpose of enabling it to dischargeits
dutiesor performitsfunctioninrelationto mattersthat were
pending or proceedingsthat were commenced beforeit, prior o
to the 15th dayof January, 2002. SI No. 1 of
2002.
PART VI
TheLegisature
55.  Thereshdl beinandfor BelizealL egidaturewhichshall consstofa  Establishment
Nationa Assembly comprising two Houses, that isto say, aHouse of of Legislature.

Representativesand aSenate.

The House of Representatives

56.-(1) Subject to theprovisionsof thissection, the House of Representatives

Composition of

shdl consist of twenty-nine memberswho shall beelected inthemanner pro-  House of
vided by law. Representatives.
CAP9.
2 If any person who isnot amember of the House of Repre- First Schedule.

sentativesiselected to be Speaker of the House he shall, by virtue of holding
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CAPJ, the office of Speaker, beamember of the House in addition to the twenty-
First Schedule. ninemembersaforesaid.

(3) TheNationa Assembly, inaccordancewiththeprovisions
of section 90 of this Constitution, may by law increasethe number of
membersof the House of Representatives.

Qualifications 57.  Subject totheprovisionsof section 58 of this Congtitution, aperson
for election shall bequalified to be el ected asamember of the House of Representa
asmember. tivesif, and shall not bequalified to be so el ected unless, he-

(@ isacitizen of Belize of theage of eighteen yearsor upwards,
and

(b) hasresided in Belizefor aperiod of at |east oneyear
immediately before thedate of hisnomination for election.

Disqualifications ~ 58.-(1) No person shall be qualified to be el ected asamember of the
for election as House of Representativeswho-
member.
(@ s, by virtueof hisown act, under any acknowledgement
of allegiance, obedience or adherenceto aforeign power
or State;

(b)  isanundischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or
otherwise declared bankrupt under any law inforcein
any part of the Commonwedlth;

(c) isaperson certified to beinsane or otherwise adjudged
to be of unsound mind under any law;

(d) isunder sentenceof deathimposed on himby acourtin
any part of the Commonwealth or isserving asentence
of imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding
twelve monthsimposed on him by such acourt or
substituted by competent authority for some other
sentenceimposed on him by such acourt, or isunder
such asentence of imprisonment the execution of which
has been suspended,;
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() isdisquaifiedfor membership of the House of
Representatives by any law by reason of hisholding,
or actingin, any officethefunctionsof whichinvolve-

0] any responghility for, or in connectionwith, the
conduct of any election; or

(i) any respong bility for the compilation or
revison of any eectord regiser;

(H  isdisquaified for membership of the House of
Representativesby virtueof any law by reason of his
having been convicted of any offencerelatingto elections;

(9) isdisquaifiedfor membership of the House of
Representativesunder any law by virtue of -

0] hisholding or actingin any officeor appoint-
ment specified (either individually or by
referenceto aclassof office or appoi ntment)
by suchlaw;

(i) hisbel onging to any of thearmed forces of
Belizeor to any classof personthat is
comprisedinany suchforce; or

(i) hisbelongingtoany policeforceor toany class
of personsthat iscomprised inany suchforce;
or

(h) isaparty to, or apartner inafirmor adirector or manager
of acompany whichisaparty to, any contract with the
Government for or on account of the public serviceand has
not, within one month beforethe day of € ection, declared
publicly andinanewspaper circulatingintheelectora
division for which heisacandidate anotice setting out the
nature of the contract and hisinterest, or theinterest of any
suchfirmor company therein:
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Providedthat if it appearsto the Governor-Genera, actingin hisown
deliberatejudgment, that it isproper soto do, he may by order direct that any
such disgualification shal bedisregarded for the purposes of thissection, but
no such order shall bemadeif proceedings have been commenced callingin
question the right of that member to be a member of the House of
Representativeson theground that heisdisqualified under thisparagraph.

2 For the purposes of paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of this
section-

(@ two or more sentences of imprisonment that arerequired to
be served consecutively shall beregarded as separate
sentencesif none of those sentencesexceedstwelve
months, but if any one of such sentencesexceedsthat term
they shall beregarded as one sentence; and

(b) no account shall betaken of asentence of imprisonment
imposed asan dternativeto or in default of the payment of
afine.

Tenureof office  59.-(1) Every member of the House of Representativesshall vacatehis
of members. seat inthe House at the next dissolution of the National Assembly after his
election.

2 A member of the House of Representatives shall aso vacate
hisseat intheHouse-

(@ if heisabsent from the sittings of the Housefor such period
and in such circumstancesas may be prescribed inthe
Standing Ordersof theHouse;

(b) if he ceasesto beacitizen of Belize;

(© subject to the provisionsof subsection (3) of thesection, if
any circumstancesarisethat, if hewere not amember of the
House of Representatives, would cause him to bedisquali-
fiedfor electionthereto by virtueof section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution; or
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(d) if heshal becomeaparty to any contract with the govern-
ment for or on account of the public service, or if any firmin
which heisapartner or any company of whichheisa
director or manager shal becomeaparty to any such
contract, or if heshall becomeapartnerinafirmor a
director or manager of acompany whichisaparty to any
such contract:

Provided that if inthe circumstancesit shall appear tothem just soto
do, theHouse of Representatives by resolution may exempt any member thereof
from vacating his seat under the provisions of this paragraph if such member
shall, before becoming a party to such contract asaforesaid or before or as
soon aspracticableafter becoming otherwi seinterested in suich contract (whether
as partner in afirm or director or manager of a company), discloseto the
Housethe nature of such contract and hisinterest or theinterest of any such
firmor company therein;

(e if, having been acandidate of apolitical party andelectedto 2 of 2001.
the House of Representatives asacandidate of that political
party, heresignsfromthat political party or crossesthefloor.

(3) (a) If circumstancessuch asarereferredtoin paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of thissection arise because any member of the
House of Representativesisunder sentence of death or
imprisonment, or adjudged to beinsane or otherwise of
unsound mind, or declared bankrupt and undischarged, or con-
victed of an offencerelating to elections, andif itisopentothe
member to appeal against the decision (either withtheleave of
acourt or other authority or without such leave), heshdl forth-
with ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of theHouse
but, subject to the provisions of this subsection, heshal not
vacate hisseat until the expiration of aperiod of thirty days
thereafter:
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Provided that the Speaker may from timeto time extend that period
for further periods of thirty daysto enablethe member to pursue an appeal
against the decision, so, however, that extensions of time exceedinginthe
aggregate one hundred and fifty daysshall not be given without theapprova,
signified by resolution, of theHouse.

(b) If, on the determination of any apped, such circumstances
continueto exist and no further appeal isopento themember,
or if, by reason of the expiration of any period for entering an
appeal or noticethereof or therefusal of leaveto appeal or
for any other reason, it ceasesto be open to the member to
appedl, he shall forthwith vacate his seat.

(©) If at any time before the member of the House vacateshis
seat such circumstances as aforesaid ceaseto exist, his seat
shall not become vacant on the expiration of the period
referred toin paragraph (a) of thissubsection and he may
resumethe performance of hisfunctionsasamember of the
House.

Procedurewhere  59A.(1) Whereaperson resignsfrom being amember of apolitical party
amember vacates  under thecircumstancesreferred toin section 59(2)(e), that person shall, within
seel due to seven daysof so resigning, inform theleader in the House of Representatives

e hefoor, Of thepolitical party asacandidateof which that person waselected, and the

2 of 2001 leader of the political party shall so notify the Speaker in writing of such
resgnation.

20f 2001. 2 Where aperson crosses the floor under the circumstances

referred toin section 59(2)(e), the leader in the House of Representatives of
thepoaliticd party asacandidate of whichthat personwase ected shdl, within
seven daysof such crossing of thefloor, so notify the Speaker inwriting of
such member having crossed thefloor.
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3 Upon receipt of thewritten noticereferredtoinsubsection(1)  2of 2001.
or (2), the Spesker shdl, if satisfied that the circumstancesreferred toin section
59(2)(e) exist, make adeclaration at the next sitting of the House of Represen-
tativesnext after receiving the notice that the member has ceased to beamem-
ber of the House of Representatives by reason of resignation or crossing the
floor, asthe case may be.

4 Where the person subject to disqualification under section  20of 2001.
59(2)(e) isthe Speaker, theleader of the political party inthe House of Repre-
sentativesasacandidate of which the Speaker was el ected asamember of the
House shall, when acting in accordance with subsection (1) or (2), notify a
person el ected by the Housein that behalf, and such person may make adec-
laration in accordance with subsection (3) that the Speaker has ceased to bea
member of the House of Representatives by reason of resignation or crossing
thefloor, asthe case may be.

5) Where adeclaration has been made under subsection (3) that ~ 20f 2001.
a person has ceased to be a member of the House of Representatives by
reason of resignation or crossing thefloor, that person:-

€) may, within twenty-one days of the making of the
declaration, appeal against thedeclarationtothe
Supreme Court, whose decision on thematter shall be
find;

(b) shdll ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember of the
House but, subject to subsection (6), shall not vacate
hisseat until after the determination fo hisapped by
the Supreme Couirt.

(6) If, on the determination of any appeal madeunder subsection  20f 2001.
(5)(a), the Supreme Court determinesthat the person resigned from the politi-
cal party or crossed thefloor, asthe case may be, or if the period for entering



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

66 CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

an apped under subsection (5)(a) expiresbeforethe person entersan apped,
he shall forthwith vacate his set.

2 of 2001. (7 Section 59(2)(e) and thissection shall gpply to all membersof
the House of Representativeswho were such memberson or after the 23rd
dayof February, 2001.

Speaker and 60.-(1) When the House of Representatives first meets after any general

Deputy Speaker.  election and beforeit proceedsto the despatch of any other businessit shall
elect aperson to be Speaker of the House; and, if the office of Speaker falls
vacant at any time before the next dissolution of the National Assembly, the
House shall, as soon as practicable, el ect another personto that office.

2 The Speaker shall be abovethe age of thirty yearsand may
be el ected either from among the members of the House of Representatives
who arenot Ministersor from among personswho are not membersof either
House:

Provided that aperson whoisnot amember of either House shall not
be elected as Speaker if-

(@ heisnot acitizen of Belize; or

(b) heisapersondisgualified for el ection asamember of the
House of Representativesby virtue of section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution.

3 When the House of Representativesfirst meetsafter any
genera election and beforeit proceedsto the despatch of any other business
except the election of the Speaker, the House shall elect amember of the
House, who isnot aMinister, to be Deputy Speaker of theHouse; and if the
office of Deputy Speaker falsvacant at any time before the next dissol ution of
the National Assembly, theHouse shall, as soon as practicable, elect another
such member to that office.
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4) A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker-

(@ inthe case of aSpeaker elected from among membersof the
House of Representativesor inthe case of the Deputy Speaker-

0] if he ceasesto beamember of the House; or
(i) if heisappointedtobeaMinigter;

(b) inthecaseof aSpeaker elected from among personswho
arenot membersof either House-

0] upon any dissolution of theNationa Assembly;
(i) if heceasesto beacitizen of Belize; or

(i) if any circumstances arisewhich would causehimto
bedisqudified for election asamember of theHouse
by virtue of section 58 (1) of thisConstitution;

(© inthecaseof the Deputy Speeker, if heiselected to be Speaker.

(5) () If, by virtueof section 59 (3) of this Constitution, the Speaker
or Deputy Speaker isrequired to ceaseto perform hisfunctionsasamember
of theHouse of Representatives, heshall aso ceaseto perform hisfunctionsas
Speaker or Deputy Speaker, asthe case may be, and those functions shall,
until hevacates his seat inthe House or resumesthe performance of thefunc-
tionsof hisoffice, beperformed-

()] inthe case of the Speaker, by the Deputy Speaker
or, if the office of Deputy Speaker isvacant, by such
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member of the House (not being aMinister) asthe
House may elect for the purpose;

(ii) inthe case of the Deputy Speaker, by such member
of theHouse (not being aMinister) asthe House may
elect for the purpose.

(b) If the Speaker or Deputy Speaker resumesthe performance
of hisfunctionsasamember of the House, in accordance
withthe provisionsof section 59(3) of this Congtitution, he
shdll alsoresumethe performanceof hisfunctionsas
Speaker or Deputy Speaker, asthe case may be.

The Senate

Composition 61.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Senateshall consist of twelve members
of Senate. (inthisConstitution referred to as*“ Senators”) who shall be appointed by the

390f 2001, Governor-Genera in accordancewith the provisionsof thissection.

390f 2001. (2) If any person whoisnot aSenator is selected to be President
of the Senate heshall, by virtue of holding the office of President, bea
Senator in addition to the twel ve Senatorsreferred to in subsection (1).

390f 2001. (3) ThePresident of the Senate shall haveacasting voteinthe
event of an equality of votesin respect of any businessat ameeting of the
Senate.

390f 2001 (4) Of thetwelve Senators-

(@ six shall be appointed by the Governor-Genera
acting in accordancewith theadvice of the Prime
Minigter; and
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(b) three shall be appointed by the Govenor-Generd act-
ing in accordance with the advice of the L eader of the
Opposition; and

(© oneshall be appointed by the Governor-Genera
acting inaccordancewiththeadviceof the Belize
Council of Churchesand Evangelical Association of
Churches; and

(d) oneshall be appointed by the Governor-Generd
acting in accordancewith the advice of the Belize
Chamber of Commerceand Industry and the Belize
BusinessBureau; and

(e oneshall be appointed by the Governor-Generd
acting in accordance with the advice of the Nationa
Trade Union Congressand the Civil Society Steering
Committee,

) Where an organisation referredtoin paragraphs(c) to(e) of ~ 390f 2001.
subsection (3) of this section failsto advise the Governor-General, within
fourteen daysof receiving awritten invitation from the Governor-General to
givewritten adviceto him of its candidate as Senator, asrequired by that sub-
section, the Governor-General shall appoint that Senator in accordance with
theadvice of the Belize Advisory Council.

(6) Notwithstanding sections 64 and 84 of thisConstitution, the  390of 2001.
Senate which wasin existence prior to the 15th day of January, 2002, shall ~ 390f 2001
stand dissolved from the 15th day of January, 2002. 526'62“‘0- Lof
(7 Whenthe Senatefirst megtsafter the 15th day of January, 2002,  390f 2001.
beforeit proceedsto despatch any business, it shall elect apersontobePresi-  S.1.No. 1of
dent of the Senate, and another Senator whoisnot aMinister tobeVicePres- 2002
dent of the Senate.
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390f 2001. (8) If thereisan equality of votesat ameeting to elect a President
pursuant to subsection (7) of thissection, the L eader of Government Business
inthe Senate shall have asecond vote.

390f 2001. (9) TheGovernor-General may makerulesgoverning thenomination
of candidates as Senators by the organi sations specified in paragraphs(c) to
(e) of subsection (3) of thissection.

Powers and 61A.(1) Without prejudiceto any other powersvested inthe Senate by this
Irl:”%ti;f; of Condtitution or any other law, the Senate shall havethe powers and perform
e e_ . . .
290f 2001, thefunctionsset out in the subsection (2).
390f 2001. 2 The powersand functionsof the Senatereferred toin section
(1) are-

€) approving any Bill todter any provision of Part |1 of
this Congtitution inaccordance with subsection (5A)
of section 69 of thisCongtitution;

(b) authorising theratification of any treaty by the
Government of Belize, indluding any treaty for the find
settlement of theterritorid disoute between Belizeand
the Republic of Guatemaa;

(© approving theestablishment in Belize of any new
military base of operationsfor any foreign military
Sl.No. 1gf2Q forces after the 15th day of January, 2002;

(d) gpproving the gppointment of an Ambassador, aHigh
Commissioner, the Chief Justice, aJustice of the
Supreme Court, aJustice of the Court of Appedl, the
Contractor General, and the Ombudsman.
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3 Whereany law, including thisConstitution, providesaproce-  390f 2001.
durefor making any appointment referred to in subsection (2)(d), and such
procedure of appointment isinconsi stent with the powers of the Senate under
this section, then such appointment shall only be validly doneif the prior
approval of the Senate asrequired by thissectionisobtained.

4 The Senate shdl exerciseitspowersand performitsfunctions  39of 2001.
under this section through aresol ution supported by asimple mgjority of its
members,

62. Subject to the provisionsof section 63 of thisConstitution, apersonshall  Qualifications
be qualified to be appointed asa Senator if, and shall not bequalifiedtobeso  for appointment
appointed unless, he- as Senator.

(@ isacitizen of Belize of the age of eighteen yearsor upwards,
and

(b) hasresided in Belizefor aperiod of at |east oneyear
immediately beforethedate of hisappointment.

63.-(1) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as a Senator who- Disqualifications
for appointment

(@ is, by virtue of hisown act, under any acknowledgement of as Senator.

allegiance, obedienceor adherenceto aforeign power or State;
(b) isamember of the House of Representatives,
(© isan undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or other-
wisedeclared bankrupt under any law inforcein any part of

the Commonwedth;

(d) isaperson certified to beinsane or otherwiseto be of unsound
mind under any law;
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©

(f)

@

(h)

isunder sentence of death imposed upon him by acourtin
any part of the Commonwealth or isserving asentence of
imprisonment (by whatever name called) exceeding twelve
monthsimposed on him by such acourt or substituted by
competent authority for someother sentenceimposed onhim
by suchacourt, or isunder such asentence of imprisonment
the execution of which has been suspended;

isdisquaified for membership of the House of
Representativesby any law by reason of hisholding, or acting
in, any officethefunctionsof whichinvolve-

(i) any respongbility for, or in connection with, the
conduct of any election; or

(ii) any responsibility for the compilation or revision of
any electord regiger;

isdisqudified for membership of the House of
Representativesby virtue of any law by reason of hishaving
been convicted of any offencerelating to elections;

isdisqudified for membership of the Senate under any law
by virtueof-

()] hisholding or actingin any office or appointment
specified (either individualy or by referencetoaclass
of office or appointment) by such law;

(it) hisbel onging to any of thearmed forcesof Belizeor
toany classof personthat iscomprisedin any such
force; or
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(i) hisbelonging to any policeforceor to any classof
personthat iscomprised in any suchforce; or

() isaparty to, or apartner inafirmor adirector or manager
of acompany whichisaparty to, any contract with the
Government for or on account of the public service, and
has not disclosed to the Governor-General the nature of
such contract and hisinterest, or theinterest of any such
firmor company, therein:

Providedthat if it appearsto the Governor-Genera, acting inhisown
deliberate judgment, that it is proper soto do, hemay by order direct that
any such disquaification shal bedisregarded for the purpases of thissection.

2 For the purposes of paragraph (€) of subsection (1) of this
section-

(@ two or more sentences of imprisonment that arerequired to
be served consecutively shall beregarded as separate
sentencesif none of those sentences exceedstwelve months,
but if any one of such sentences exceedsthat term they shall
be regarded as one sentence; and

(b) no account shall betaken of asentence of imprisonment

imposed asan dternativeto or in default of the payment of a
fine

64.-(1) Every Senator shall vacate his seat in the Senate at the next
dissolution of the National Assembly after hisappointment.

2 A Senator shall also vacate his seat inthe Senate-

Tenure of office
of Senator.
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(@ if heisabsent from the sittings of the Senatefor such
period and in such circumstancesasmay beprescribedin
the Standing Orders of the Senate;

(b) if, with hisconsent, heisnominated asacandidatefor
electionto the House of Representatives;

(©) if he ceasestobeacitizen of Belize,

(d) subject to the provisionsof subsection (3) of thissection,
if any circumstancesarisethat, if hewerenot aSenator,
would cause himto bedisqudified for appointment as
such by virtue of section 63 (1) of thisCongtitution;

39 of 2001. @) if the Governor-General, acting in accordancewith the
advice of the PrimeMuinigter inthe case of a Senator
appointed in accordance with that advice, or actingin
accordance with the advice of the Leader of the
Opposition in the case of a Senator appointed in accor-
dance with that advice, or acting in accordancewiththe
adviceof any organization referred to in paragraph (c), (d)
or (e) of subsection (4) of section 61 of thisConstitutionin
the case of a Senator appointed in accordance with that
advice, declaresthe seat of that Senator to be vacant;

)] if heshall becomeaparty to any contract with the
Government for or on account of the public service, or if any
firminwhich heisapartner or any company of which heisa
director or manager shall becomeaparty to any such con-
tract, or if he shall becomeapartner inafirmor adirector or
manager of acompany whichisaparty to any such
contract:
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Provided that if in the circumstancesit shall appear to himto bejust so
to do, the Governor-General, acting in his own deliberate judgment, may
exempt any Senator from vacating his seat under the provisions of this
paragraphif such Senator shall, before becoming aparty to such contract as
aforesaid or before or as soon as practicable after becoming otherwise
interested in such contract (whether aspartner inafirm or director or manager
of acompany), discloseto the Governor-General the nature of such contract
and hisinterest or theinterest of any such firm or company therein.

(3) (@) If circumstancessuch asarereferredtoin paragraph (d) of
subsection (2) of thissection arise because a Senator isunder
sentence of death or imprisonment, or adjudged to beinsane
or otherwise of unsound mind, or declared bankrupt andis
undischarged, or convicted of an offencerelaingto eections,
and itisopen to the Senator to appeal against the decision
(either with theleave of acourt or other authority or without
suchleave), heshall forthwith ceaseto perform hisfunctions
asaSenator but, subject to the provisions of thissubsection,
heshall not vacate hisseat until theexpiration of aperiod of
thirty daystheresfter:

Provided that the President of the Senate may from timeto time extend
that period for further periodsof thirty daysto enablethe Senator to pursuean
apped against thedecision, so, however, that extensions of timeexceedingin
the aggregate one hundred and fifty days shall not be given without the
approval, sgnified by resolution, of the Senate.

(b) If, on the determination of an appedl, such circumstances
continueto exist and no further appeal isopen to the Senator,
or if, by reason of theexpiration of any period for entering an
appeal or noticethereof or therefusa of leaveto apped or for
any other reason, it ceasesto be open to the Senator to
appedl, he sndl forthwith vacate hisseat.
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(©) If at any timebeforethe Senator vacates hisseat such circum-
stancesasaforesaid ceaseto exist, hisseat shall not become
vacant on theexpiration of the period referredtoin paragraph
(a) of thissubsection and he may resumethe performance of

hisfunctionsas Senator.
Appointment 65.-(1) The Governor-General may declare a Senator to be, by reason of
g;;eg‘oezrary ilIness, temporarily incapable of performing hisfunctionsasa Senator and

thereupon such Senator shdl not perform hissaid functionsuntil heisdeclared
by the Governor-General again to be capable of performing them.

2 Whenever aSenator isincapableof performing hisfunctions
as a Senator by reason of his absence from Belize or by virtue of the
provisions of section 64 of this Constitution or by reason of adeclaration
meade under thelast foregoing subsection, the Governor-Genera may appoint
aperson quaified for appointment asa Senator to betemporarily amember
of the Senate.

3 Subsections(1) and (2) of section 64 of thisCongtitution shall
apply inrelationto aperson appointed asa Senator under this section asthey
apply inrelation to a Senator appointed under section 61 (except that para-
graph (d) of the said subsection (2) shall apply asif it were not expressed to
be subject to subsection (3) of the said section 64) and an appoi ntment made
under this section shall in any case cease to have effect when the person
appointed isnotified by the Governor-Genera that the circumstancesgiving
riseto hisappointment have ceased to exist.

4 Inthe exercise of the powersconferred on him by thissection
the Governor-General shall act-

(@ inaccordancewith theadviceof thePrimeMinister inrelation
to an appointment to betemporarily amember of the Senate
in place of aSenator appointed in pursuance of paragraph (a)
of subsection (2) of section 61 of thisCongtitution;
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(b) inaccordance with the advice of the L eader of the
Opposition in relation to an appointment to be temporarily
amember of the Senatein place of aSenator appointedin
pursuance of paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of thesaid
section;

(© after consultationwiththe Belize Advisory Council inany other
case.

66.-(1) When the Senatefirst meets after any general election and beforeit  President and
proceeds to the despatch of any other business, it shall elect apersontobe  Vice-President.
President of the Senate; and, if the office of President fallsvacant at any time

before the next dissol ution of the National Assembly, the Senate shal, assoon

aspracticable, elect another persontothat office.

2 When the Senate first meets after any general election and
beforeit proceedsto the despatch of any other business except the e ection of
the President, it shall elect a Senator, who is not a Minister, to be Vice-
President of the Senate; and if the office of Vice-President fallsvacant at any
timebeforethe next dissolution of the National Assembly, the Senateshall, as
soon as practicable, e ect another Senator to that office.

3 ThePresdent and the Vice-Pres dent shall be abovethe age of
thirty yearsand the President may be el ected either from among the Senators
who are not Ministers or from among personswho are not membersof either
House:

Provided that aperson who isnot amember of either House shall not
be elected as President if-

@ heisnot acitizen of Belize; or

(b) heisaperson disqudified for € ectionasamember of theHouse
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of Representativesby virtue of section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution.

4 A person shall vacate the office of President or Vice
President of the Senate-

(@ inthe case of aPresident el ected from among members of
the Senate or inthe case of the Vice-President-

(i) if heceasesto beaSenator; or
(ii) if heisappointedtobeaMinister;

(b) inthe case of aPresident el ected from among persons
who are not members of either House-

(i) upon any dissol ution of theNationa Assembly;
(it) If heceasestobeacitizen of Belize; or

(iii) if any circumstancesarisewhichwould causehimto
bedisqudified for € ection asamember of theHouse
of Representativesby virtueof section 58 (1) of this
Condtitution;

(© in the case of the Vice-President, if he is elected to be
President.

(5) (a) If, by virtue of section 64 (3) of this Congtitution, the President or
theVice-President isrequired to ceaseto perform hisfunctions asa Senator
he shall a so ceaseto perform hisfunctionsas President or Vice-President, as
the case may be, and those functions shall, until he vacates his seat inthe
Senate or resumes the performance of the functions of his office, be
performed-
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0] inthe case of the President, by the Vice-President or,
if the office of Vice-President isvacant, by such
Senator (not being aMinister) asthe Senate may elect
for the purpose;

(i) inthe case of the Vice-President, by such Senator
(not being aMinister) asthe Senate may elect for the
purpose.

(b) If the President or Vice-President resumesthe performance
of hisfunctionsas Senator, in accordancewith the provisions
of section 64 (3) of thisCongtitution, heshall also resumethe
performance of hisfunctionsasPresident or Vice-President,
asthe case may be.

67.-(1) There shall beaClerk to the National Assembly (who shall bethe  Clerksto Houses
Clerk of both Houses) and aDeputy Clerk and such other assistantsasmay be ~ of National

necessary. Assembly.
(2) TheNational Assembly may by law regulatethe recruitment and the
conditionsof serviceof personsreferred toin subsection (1). 26 0f 1988.

Powers and Procedure

68.  Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisCongtitution, theNational Assembly  Power to make
may makelawsfor the peace, order and good government of Belize. laws.

69.-(1) TheNational Assembly may ater any of theprovisionsof this Alteration of
Contitutioninthemanner specifiedin thefollowing provisionsof thissection. ~ Constitution.

2 Until after thefirst genera el ection held after Independence
Day aBill todter any of the provisionsof this Congtitution shal not be
regarded asbeing passed by the National Assembly unlessonitsfina
reading in each HousetheBill issupported by the unanimousvoteof al
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membersof that House.

Schedule2. (3 A Bill todter thissection, Schedule 2 to this Constitution or
any of the provisionsof this Congtitution specified inthat Schedule shall not
beregarded asbeing passed by the House of Representativesunlessonits
final reading inthe Housethe Bill issupported by the votes of not lessthan
three-quartersof all themembersof the House.

4 A Bill toater any of the provisionsof this Constitution other
than thosereferred toin subsection (3) of thissection shall not beregarded
asbeing passed by the House of Representativesunlessonitsfina reading
intheHousethe Bill issupported by thevotes of not |essthan two-thirds of
all themembersof theHouse.

(5) A Bill todter any of the provisionsof thisCongtitution
referred to in subsection (3) of thissection shall not be submitted tothe
Governor-General for hisassent unlesstherehasbeen aninterval of not less
than ninety daysbetween theintroduction of the Bill inthe House of
Representatives and the beginning of the proceedingsintheHouseonthe
second reading of the Bill.

390f 2001. (5A) ABilltodter any provisonsof Part |1 of thisConstitution
shall not beregarded asbeing passed by the National Assembly unlessitis
supported by asmple mgority of the Senate.

(6) (@) A Bill todter any of theprovisonsof thisConstitution
shall not be submitted to the Governor-Genera for assent unlessitis
accompanied by acertificate of the Speaker signed by him that the provi-
sions of subsection (2), (3) or (4) of thissection, asthe case may be, have
been complied with.

(b) Thecertificate of the Speaker under thissubsection shall
be conclusivethat the provisionsof subsection (2), (3) or (4) of thissection,
asthe case may be, have been complied with and shall not beenquiredinto
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by any court of law.

(© In this subsection, referencesto the Speaker shall, if the per-
son holding the office of Speaker isfor any reason unableto performthe
functionsof hisofficeand no other personisperforming them, include
referencesto the Deputy Speaker.

(7 In thissection and Schedule 2 to thisCongtitution, references ~ Schedule 2.
to any of the provisionsof this Constitutionincludereferencesto any law that
dtersthat provison.

(8) In this section, referencesto altering this Constitution or any
provisionthereof includereferences-

(@ to revoking it, with or without re-enactment thereof or the
making of different provisioninlieuthereof;

(b) tomodifyingit, whether by omitting or amending any of its
provisonsor inserting additiona provisonsinit or otherwise;
and

(© to suspending itsoperationsfor any period or terminating any

such suspension.
70.-(1) Subject totheprovisonsof this Congtitution, each House may Regulation
make, amend or revoke Standing Orders for the regulation and orderly ~ ©of procedure
conduct of itsown proceedingsand the despatch of business, and the passing, Z‘s':::]z?? e

intituling and numbering of Bills and the presentation of the same to the
Governor-Generd for assent.

2 A Minister shall be permitted to addressthe House of which
heisnot amember but shall have no voteinthat House.
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Oathtobetaken  71.-(1) Except for the purposesof enabling thissectionto becomplied with,

by members of no member of either House shall sit or votetherein, or be entitled to receive

E;tjao;f)lly_ any salary or emolumentsin respect of hisofficeuntil he hasmade and sub-
scribed beforethat Housethe oath of alegianceand office:

Provided that the el ection of a Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the
Houseof Representativesand theelection of aPresident and Vice-President
of the Senate may take place before the members of the House of Represen-
tativesor of the Senate, asthe case may be, have made and subscribed such
oath.

2 If between thetimewhen aperson becomesamember of the
House of Representativesand thetimewhen that Housefirst meetstheresfter,
ameeting takes place of any committee of that House of which that personis
amember, that person may, in order to enable him to attend the meeting and
take part in the proceedings of the committee, make and subscribe the oath
before the Speaker or, if the Speaker isabsent from Belize or the office of
Speaker isvacant, beforethe Deputy Speaker; and the making and subscrib-
ing of the oath in such manner shal sufficefor all the purposesof thissection.

(3) The provisionsof subsection (2) of thissection shall apply in
relation to aperson who becomesamember of the Senate asthey apply in
relation to aperson who becomesamember of theHouse of Representatives
but asif referencesto the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker werereferences
tothe President and the Vice-President.

Presidingin 72.-(1) The Speaker, or in hisabsence, the Deputy Speaker, or, if they are
House of both absent, amember of the House of Representatives (not being aMinister)
gneggn“egj'm dected by the Housefor that sitting shall preside at each sitting of the House.
2 The President, or in his absence, the Vice-President, or, if
they are both absent, a Senator (not being aMinister) el ected by the Senate

for that Sitting shall preside at each Sitting of the Senate.
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3 Referencesinthissection to circumstancesinwhichthe Spegker,
Deputy Speaker, President or Vice-President isabsent include referencesto
circumstancesinwhich the office of Speaker, Deputy Speaker, President or
Vice-President isvacant.

73.-(1) SaveasotherwiseprovidedinthisConstitution, al questionsproposed  Voting.
for decisionin either House shall be determined by amajority of the votes of
the membersthereof present and voting.

2 A Speaker elected from among personswho are members
of theHouse of Representativesor aPresident el ected from among persons
who are Senators or amember of either House presiding in that House shall
havean original but not acasting vote.

3 A Speaker elected from among persons who are not
members of the House of Representativesor aPresident elected from among
personswho are not Senators shall have no vote.

4 If upon any question before either House the votes of the
membersareequally divided themotion shall belost.

74.  Without prejudiceto any provision made by the National Assembly  Freedom of
relating to the powers, privilegesandimmunitiesof the Senateor theHouseof ~ speech.
Representativesand the committeesthereof, or the privilegesand immunitiesof

the membersand officers of either House and of other personsconcernedin

the business of either House or the committeesthereof, no civil or criminal

proceedings may beingtituted against any member of either Housefor words

spoken before, or writtenin areport to, either House or acommittee thereof or

by reason of any matter or thing brought by him therein by petition, Bill,

resolution, motion or otherwise.

75. A Houseshall not bedisqualified for thetransaction of businessby  Vvadidity of
reason of any vacancy inthe membership thereof (including any vacancy not  proceedings.
filled whenthe Houseisfirst constituted or isreconstituted at any time) and
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any proceedingstherein shall bevalid notwithstanding that some personwho
was not entitled so to do sat and voted in the House or otherwisetook part
intheproceedings.

Quorum. 76.-(1) If at any sitting of either House any member of the Housewhois
present draws the attention of the person presiding at the sitting to the
absence of aquorum and, after such interval asmay be prescribed inthe
Standing Ordersof the House, the person presiding at the sitting ascertains
that aquorum of theHouseistill not present, the House shall be adjourned.

2 For the purposes of thissection-

(@ aquorum of the House of Representatives shall
cons st of seven membersof theHouse;

(b) aquorum of the Senate shall consist of three
Senators,

(© the person presiding at the sitting of elither House
shal not beincludedinreckoning whether thereisa

quorum of that House present.
Introduction 77.-(1) A Bill other thanamoney Bill may beintroduced in either House.
of Bills, etc. A money Bill shall not beintroduced inthe Senate.

2 Except on the recommendation or with the consent of the
Cabinet, sgnified by aMinister, neither House shal-

(@ proceed with any Bill (including any amendment toaBill)
which, inthe opinion of the person presiding, makes
provisonfor any of thefollowing purposes-

(i) for imposing or increasing or reducing or abolishing
any tax;
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(i) forimposing or increasing any chargeonthe
revenuesor other fundsof Belizeor for atering any
such charge otherwise than by reducingit; or

(iii) for compounding or remitting any debt dueto Belize;

(b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendmenttoa
motion) the effect of which, inthe opinion of the person
presiding, would beto make provision for any of the purposes
aforesaid; or

(© receiveany petitionwhich, intheopinion of the person
presiding, requeststhat provision bemadefor any of the
purposes aforesaid.

78.-(1) If amoney Bill, having been passed by the House of Representatives
and sent to the Senate at |east one month before the end of the session, isnot
passed by the Senate without amendment within one month after it issent to
that House, the Bill shall, unlessthe House of Representatives otherwise
resolves, be presented to the Governor-General for assent notwithstanding that
the Senate has not consented to the Bill.

2 Thereshall beendorsed on every money Bill whenitissent to
the Senate the certificate of the Speaker signed by himthat itisamoney Bill;
and there shall be endorsed on any money Bill that is presented to the
Governor-Genera for assent in pursuance of subsection (1) of thissectionthe
certificate of the Speaker signed by him that it isamoney Bill and that the
provisionsof that subsection have been complied with.

79.-(2) If any Bill other than a money Bill is passed by the House of
Representatives in two successive sessions (whether or not the National
Assembly isdissolved between those sessions) and, having been sent to the
Senate in each of those sessions at |east one month before the end of the
sesson, isregjected by the Senatein each of those sessions, that Bill shall, onits

Restriction on
powers of
Senate as to
money Bills.

Restriction on
powers of Senate
asto Bills other
than money Bills.
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rejection for the second time by the Senate, unlessthe House of Representa-
tives otherwise resolves, be presented to the Governor-General for assent
notwithstanding that the Senate has not consented to the Bill:

Provided that theforegoing provisionsof thissubsection shall not have
effect unlessat least six months have el apsed between the date on which the
Bill ispassed by the House of Representativesin thefirst sesson and thedate
onwhichitispassed by the Housein the second session.

2 For the purposesof thissection aBill that issent to the Senate
from the House of Representativesin any session shall be deemed to bethe
sameBill asaformer Bill sent to the Senatein the preceding sessonif, whenit
issent tothe Senate, it isidentical with theformer Bill or containsonly such
amendmentsasare certified by the Speaker to be necessary owingtothetime
that has elapsed sincethe date of theformer Bill or to represent any amend-
mentswhich havebeen made by the Senateintheformer Bill inthepreceding
session.

3 TheHouse of Representatives may, if it thinksfit, on the
passage through that House of aBill that isdeemed to bethe sameBill asa
former Bill sent to the Senate in the preceding session, suggest any amend-
mentswithout inserting theamendmentsin theBill, and if agreed to by the
Senate the said amendments shall be treated as amendments made by the
Senate and agreed to by the House of Representatives; but theexercise of this
power by the House of Representatives shall not affect the operation of this
sectionintheevent of thergection of theBill inthe Senate.

4 There shall be inserted in any Bill that is presented to the
Governor-General for assent in pursuance of this section any amendments
that are certified by the Speaker to have been madein theBill by the Senatein
the second session and agreed to by the House of Representatives.

(5) There shall beendorsed on any Bill that is presented to the
Governor-General for assent in pursuance of thissection the certificate of the



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

Belize Constitution [CAP.4 87
Speaker signed by him that the provisions of this section have been complied
with.
(6) Thissection is subject to subsection (5A) of section 69 of this 39 of 2001.
Condtitution.

80.-(1) Insections 77, 78 and 79 of this Constitution, “money Bill” meansa  Provisions
public Bill, which, inthe opinion of the Speaker, containsonly provisionsdeal- ~ relatingto
ingwith all or any of thefollowing matters, namely, theimposition, repedl, re- ~ Sections 77,78
mission, dteration or regulation of taxation; theimpaosition, for the payment of 74
debt or other financia purposes, of chargeson public money, or thevariation or

repeal of any such charges, thegrant of money to the Crown or to any authority

or person, or thevariation or revocation of any such grant; the appropriation,

recel pt, custody, investment, issue or audit of accountsof public money; the

raising or guarantee of any loan or the repayment thereof, or the establishment,

dteration, adminigtration or abolition of any snkingfund  providedin connec-

tion with any such loan; or subordinate mattersincidental to any of the matters

aforesaid; and in this subsection the expressions“taxation”, “ debt”, “public

money” and“loan” do not include any taxationimposed, debt incurred or money

provided or loan raised by any local authority or body for local purposes.

2 For the purposes of section 79 of this Congtitution, aBill shdll
be deemed to bergjected by the Senateif-

@ itisnot passed by the Senate without amendment; or

(b) it ispassed by the Senate with any amendment whichisnot
agreed to by the House of Representatives.

3 Whenever theofficeof Speaker isvacant or the Speaker isfor
any reason unableto perform any functions conferred on him by section 78 or
79 of this Constitution or subsection (1) of thissection, that function may be

performed by the Deputy Speaker.

(4) A certificate of the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker under section 78
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or 79 of thisConstitution shal be conclusivefor al purposesand shal not be
questioned inany court of law.

(5) Before giving any certificate under section 78 or 79 of this
Constitution the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker, asthe case may be, shall
consultthe Attorney-Generd or, if the Attorney-Genera isabsent fromthe
seat of Government, such member of the Attorney-General’s staff asthe
Attorney-Genera may designatefor that purpose.

Modeof exercise  81.-(1) The power of the National Assembly to makelawsshall beexercised

of legislative by Bills passed by the Senate and the House of Representatives (or inthe

POWer. cases mentioned in sections 78 and 79 of this Constitution by the House of
Representatives) and assented to by the Governor-General.

2 When aBill issubmitted to the Governor-Genera for assent
inaccordancewith the provisionsof this Congtitution he shall signify that he
assentsor that hewithhol ds assent thereto.

(3) When the Governor-General assentsto aBill that hasbeen
submitted to himin accordancewith the provisionsof thisCongtitution theBill
shall becomelaw and the Governor-General shall thereupon causeit to be
published in the Gazette aslaw.

()] No law made by the National Assembly shall come into
operation until it has been assented to by the Governor-General but the Na-
tional Assembly may postponethe coming into operation of any such law and
may make lawswith retrospective effect.

(5) All lawsmade by the National Assembly shall bestyled
“Acts’.

Words of 82.-(1) Inevery Bill presented to the Governor-General for assent, other
greiment; than aBill presented under section 78 or 79 of this Constitution, thewords
of enactment shall beasfollows:-
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“Beit enacted, by and with the advice and consent of the
House of Representatives and the Senate of Belizeand by the
authority of the same, asfollows:-”

2 Inevery Bill presented to the Governor-General for assent
under section 78 or 79 of this Constitution, thewords of enactment shall beas
follows-

“Beit enacted, by and with the advice and consent of the
House of Representatives of Belizein accordancewiththe
provisionsof section 78 (or section 79, asthe case may be)
of the Constitution and by the authority of the same, as
follows-".

3 Any alteration of the words of enactment of aBill madein
consequenceof the provisionsof the preceding subsection shall not be deemed
to bean amendment of theBill.

83.-(1) Thereshall beasession of theNational Assembly at least onceinevery  Sessions of
year, and each session shall be held at such placewithin Belizeand shall begin  Legislature, etc.
at such time (not being later than six monthsfrom the end of the preceding

sessionif the National Assembly hasbeen prorogued or four monthsfrom the

end of the session if the National Assembly has been dissolved) as the
Governor-Generd shall appoint by proclamation published in the Gazette.

2 Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of thissection, the
sittings of each House shall be held at such timeand place asthat House may,
by its Standing Ordersor otherwise, determine:

Provided that thefirst Sitting of each House after the National Assem-
bly hasat any time been prorogued or dissolved shall begin at the sametime.

84.-(1) The Governor-General may at any time prorogue or dissolve the  Prorogation and

National Assembly. Eisszlj L;i on of
egidature.



