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1.  Executive Summary  

 

Fabriano is famous all over the world for its paper, the production of which has a long story 

that is emblematic of the city. Indeed, it is known as the ócity of paperô, and its key 

characteristics are centred upon creation and transformation. In the past, there were many 

artisan workshops in the town including blacksmiths , potters, wool merchants , tanners and, 

above all, paper masters . Consequently, the renowned skills and creativity of more and more 

qualified artisans ensured that, over the centuries, the development of workshops became 

established business organisations.  These have transformed into companies that now play a 

prominent role on an international level. The city of Fabriano is proud of its long artisan story 

and tradition ï since its designation as UNESCO Creative City on October 2013, the cityôs main 

objectiv e has been to successfully combine culture, craftsmanship, and tourism. Further, it has 

protected traditional craftsmanship, while enhancing its century -old cultural and artistic 

heritage.  

 

Over the last few years, the world economic crisis and the world wide evolution of markets 

have profoundly modified the manufacturing sector. Indeed, new strategies for local 

development have been perceived as necessary. As a result, the cross - fertilisation between the 

traditional manufacturing sector and the field of c ultural and creative business organisations 

has been rediscovered. It has become an important element as it has always been part of the 

identity of the town. Fabriano has bee n experiencing the progressive, epochal change from 

industrial city to creative ci ty .   

New urban policies have been centred on sustainable development, cohesion of the local 

community, social inclusion, new forms of work based on the digital economy, and 
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new technologies . With the support of both the public and the private sector, initi atives have 

been launched that aim to involve new and old generations of artisans, each with their own 

know -how. Fabriano Creative City is pursuing a strategic vision where culture is combined with 

business and city development in creative sectors linked t o craftsmanship and arts on an 

international scale . 

 

2.  General Information  

 

Name of the City: Fabriano  

Country:  Italy  

Creative field of designation:  Crafts and Folk Art  

Date of Designation: October  18 th ,  2013  

Date of submission of the current report:  Novem ber  30 th , 2017  

Entity responsible for the report: Fabriano Creative City  

Previous reports submitted and dates:   none  

Mayor of City of Fabriano: Mr Gabriele Santarelli  

Goodwill Ambassador for Creative Cities: Ms Maria Francesca Merloni  

Focal Point of Contac t:  Mr Vittorio Salmoni  

Staff Fabriano Creative City :  

Mr Carlo Maria Pesaresi:  Director of Fabriano UCCN Annual Meeting 2019  

Ms Caterina Massi:  Organis ation  of  Fabriano UCCN Annual Meeting 2019  

Mr Francesco Fantini:  Network Creative Cities UCCN  

Phone : +3 9 0732  3455, +39 0732 633580   

Fax:+39 0732 602698  

E-mail:   staff@fabrianocreativa.org ; fabrianocreativecity@fondazione -merloni.it  

mailto:staff@fabrianocreativa.org
mailto:fabrianocreativecity@fondazione-merloni.it
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3.  Contribut ion to the Networkôs Global Management 

 

Number of UCCN Annual meetings attended in the last four years:   2013 ï 

2017  

2014 Chengdu ( China)  

2015 Kanazawa ( Japan)  

2016 Ostersund ( Sweden)  

2017 Enghien les Bains ( France)  

Hosting of a UCCN Annual meeting and dat es  

Fabriano will host  the  UCCN Annual M eeting in 2019  

Hosting of a working or coordination meeting addressed to one or more 

specific UCCN creative field representatives:  

¶ Fabriano Forum  2014   

The Fabriano  Forum  2014  of  UNESCO 

Creative  Cities  was  attended  by  

representatives  of  Santa  Fe  (New  Mexico,  

USA),  Kanazawa  (Japan ),  Hangzhou   

(China) , Paducah  (Kentucky,  USA)  for  the  

Crafts  and  Folk  Art  cluster , and  Bologna  

( Italy) , Creative  City  of  Music .  

 

 

 

 

¶ Fabriano Forum  2015  

The Fabriano  Forum  2015  of  UNESCO 

Crea tive  Cities  was  attended  by Icheon 

(South K orea),  Jingdezhen (China ), Jacmel  

(Haiti), Paducah (USA) for Crafts and Folk 

Art, Enghien Les Bains  (France ) for Media 

Arts, Torino  (Italy)  and  Saint Etienne  

(France)  for Design, Bologna  for the Music , 

and Zahlè  (Lebanon ) for Gastronomy . 
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¶ 2016 Luogo Comune  

In the framework of this initiative that has 

taken place in Fabriano , the  Protocol 

Agreement for the creation of the National 

Coordinating Body for Italyôs Creative 

Cities  was signed by Italian Creative Cities 

belonging to the UNESCO Network including  

Bologna  (City of Music  and  coordinator ) , 

Fabriano  (City of Crafts and Folk Art ) , To rin o  

(City of Design ) , Parma  (City of Gastronomy ) , 

and   Roma  (City of Film ) . Moreover, d elegates from Heidelberg , Creative City of Literature , 

and Galway,  Creative City of Music , attended this event .  

 

¶ 2017 RINASCO  

This event took place in Fabriano, with the 

participation of the UNESCO Director 

General, Ms Irina Bokova ,  and 

representatives of Italian Creative Cities 

including  Bologna, Parma, Rom a, and  

To rin o .   

 

 

 

Hosting of an intern ational conference or meeting on  specific issue salient to 

the Creative Cities with large participation of members of the Network  

¶ Fabriano Forum 2014  

¶ Fabriano Forum 2015  

 

Membership of the Steering Group and period:  

september 2016  ï j une 2018 , coordinator for the Crafts and Folk Art  cluster  

 

Participation in the evaluation of applications:  

Fabriano played an active role in the evaluation process for the 2017 UCCN call for 

applications  (26 cities evaluations, year 2017)  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bologna?source=feed_text&story_id=1444886722206535
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fabriano?source=feed_text&story_id=1444886722206535
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/torino?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/parma?source=feed_text&story_id=1444886722206535
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/roma?source=feed_text

























