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Parties shall provide information on policies and measures adopted to protect and promote the diversity of cultural expressions within their territory (at the national, regional or local levels) and at the international level (including trans-regional or trans-national levels).Information to be presented in this Section of the report is to be organized according to the following themes:i)         cultural policies and measures;ii)         international cooperation and preferential treatment;iii)         the integration of culture in sustainable development policies;iv)         protecting cultural expressions under threat.Key questions:Parties shall respond, to the extent possible, to the following questions for each theme:(a)         What are the main objective(s) of the policy or measure? When was it introduced?
(b)         How has it been implemented, which public agency(ies) is (are) responsible for its implementation and what resources have been allocated to ensure implementation?
(c)         What challenges have been identified in the implementation of this measure?
(d)         What has been the effect or impact of the policy or measure? What indicators were used to lead to this conclusion?
The  purpose   of  this section   is  to  report   on  cultural   policies  and  measures  in  place to promote the diversity of cultural  expressions at the different stages of creation, production, distribution, dissemination  and  participation/enjoyment.Measures may be understood as those that:•         nurture  creativity,•         form  part  of an  enabling environment for  independent  producers and distributors  •         provide access  to the  public  at  large  to diverse  cultural  expressions.They may be regulatory or legislative, action or programme oriented, institutional or financial measures. They may be specifically introduced to address the special circumstances and needs of individuals (e.g. women, young people) or groups (e.g. persons belonging to minorities, indigenous people) as creators, producers or distributors of cultural expressions.
For more information on the types of measures to be reported on, please refer to Article 6, Rights of Parties at the national level, and the Operational Guidelines adopted on Article 7 on measures to promote cultural expressions.
2.1. Cultural policies and measures
2.1. Cultural policies and measures
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2.1 Cultural policies and measures
Policy / measure
Please check as appropriate. More than one box can be checked.
Goal
Type of intervention
Target
Which public agency(ies) is (are) responsible for its implementation?
Agency name
(an approximate total expressed in US dollars)
d) At what level was the policy / measure designed to have an impact? 
Has the impact of this policy / measure been investigated?
(Maximum 10 Measures)
Total Report Word Count
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The purpose of this section is to report on measures aimed at facilitating international cooperation and preferential treatment        to artists and cultural professionals, as well as cultural goods and services from developing countries.  Measures are understood as legal, institutional and financial frameworks, policy and programme activities that, for example:•         support the mobility of artists and cultural professionals abroad (sending and receiving);•         provide greater market access for the distribution of cultural goods and services from developing countries through specific agreements;•         strengthen independent cultural industries as a means to contribute to economic growth, poverty reduction  and sustainable development;•         aim to build institutional and management capacities through international cultural exchange programmes or partnerships among civil society organizations and networks.For  more   information  on  the  types   of  measures  to  be  reported  on,  please  refer  to Article 12 (Promotion of international cooperation), Article 14 (Cooperation for development), Article 16 (Preferential treatment for developing countries) and their corresponding Operational Guidelines.
2.2. International cooperation and preferential treatment
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2.2. International cooperation and preferential treatment
Policy / measure
Please check as appropriate. More than one box can be checked.
Goal
Frameworks
Type of intervention
Target
Which public agency(ies) is (are) responsible for its implementation?
Agency name
(an approximate total expressed in US dollars)
d) At what level was the policy / measure designed to have an impact? 
Has the impact of this policy / measure been investigated?
(Maximum 10 Measures)
Total Report Word Count
Remaining Words
10, 000
2.3. Integration of culture in sustainable development policies
The purpose of this section is to report on measures aimed at integrating culture asa strategic element in development policies and assistance programmes at all levels(local, national, regional and international) and indicate how they are linked to humandevelopment goals, notably poverty reduction.It is understood that sustainable development policies are to be formulated, adoptedand implemented with relevant authorities responsible for the economy, environment,social affairs and culture. Measures to be reported on this section should take thisinterrelatedness into account.For more information on the types of measures to be reported on, please refer tothe Operational Guidelines adopted on Article 13, Integration of culture in sustainabledevelopment.In addition to measures, Parties shall report on whether and which indicators havebeen adopted in their country to evaluate the role and impact of culture in sustainabledevelopment policies and programmes.
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2.3. Integration of culture in sustainable development policies
Policy / measure
Please check as appropriate. More than one box can be checked.
Goal
Type of intervention
Target
Which public agency(ies) is (are) responsible for its implementation?
Agency name
(an approximate total expressed in US dollars)
d) At what level was the policy / measure designed to have an impact? 
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Has the impact of this policy / measure been investigated?
(Maximum 10 Measures)
Total Report Word Count
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2.4. Protecting cultural expressions under threat
The purpose  of this section  is to report  on  public  policies,  measures  and  actions  taken  by Parties to protect cultural  expressions that  are determined to be under  threat. This is only in the event when a Party has previously identified a special situationunder Article 8.1 of the Convention.For more  information on  the  types  of  measures  to  be  reported on,  please  refer  to  the Operational Guidelines adopted on Articles  8 and 17 on  measures  to  protect cultural expressions at risk or in need  of urgent safeguarding.
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Have you identified a special situation under Article 8.1 of the Convention?
If no, please proceed to Section 3.
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If yes, can the special situation be subject to action under other UNESCO Conventions (for instance, the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage)?
If yes, please proceed to Section 3.
If no, please answer the questions below.
Special situation
Please explain the measures taken or proposed to remedy the special situation:
Has your country provided assistance to other Parties, technical or financial, to remedy a special situation determined under Article 8 of the Convention?
Total Report Word Count
Remaining Words
10, 000
Parties  have   acknowledged  the  fundamental  role  of  civil  society        in  protecting and promoting the  diversity  of cultural  expressions and  have  committed to encourage  their active participation in activities,  designed to achieve the  objectives of  this Convention.The purpose  of this section  is to report  on what Parties are doing  to involve  civil society in their activities, what resources  they  are  providing to ensure  their involvement, and  what results have  been  achieved.It is also designed to engage civil society in reporting on what they have done to implement the Convention as per their roles and responsibilities outlined in Article 11 of the Convention and its Operational Guidelines.
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3.1. Parties
Parties are to provide information on how they have involved  civil society in activities such as:
Total Report Word Count
Remaining Words
10, 000
3.2. Civil society
Civil Society may provide information on activities they are pursuing such as:
Civil society may also wish to share information on:
Total Report Word Count
Remaining Words
10, 000
(Estimate: 1750 words)
Parties and other participating stakeholders are to share information on:
Total Report Word Count
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10, 000
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	Ratification_Process: Australia deposited its instrument of accession to the Convention with the UNESCO Director-General on 18 September 2009. Consistent with the provisions of Article 29 of the Convention, the Convention entered into force in Australia on 18 December 2009.

The Minister for the Arts, Senator the Hon George Brandis QC, assisted by the Ministry for the Arts within the Attorney-General's Department, is responsible for coordinating implementation of the Convention in Australia. 

	Ratification_Process: The Ministry for the Arts sought information from other government departments and agencies on policies, programs and activities relevant to the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions.  

Australian government agencies that administer policies and programs supporting the Convention’s objectives have consulted with stakeholders, including civil society, in the development and implementation of those policies and programs. Frequent consultation occurs between Australia’s three levels of government—federal, state/territory and local—on new and existing policies and legislation, including where relevant to the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions.

	Report_Responsable: The Ministry for the Arts in the Attorney-General’s Department
	Title: 2
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	FamilyName: Uhlmann
	FamilyName: Arnott
	Organisation: Arts Investment and International 
	Organisation: Ministry for the Arts
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	MailingAddress: 4 National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600
	Telephone:  +61-2-61414942 
	Email: jacqui.uhlmann@arts.gov.au  
	Fax: 
	btnUp: 
	DelPerson: 
	AddPerson: 
	intWordCount: 
	intTotalWordCount: 5006
	TextArea: Australia is a culturally diverse nation; its population includes Indigenous Australians as well as millions of people from around the world who migrated to Australia or who are the descendants of migrants. A quarter of Australia’s 23 million citizens were born overseas, and 44 per cent were either born overseas or have a parent who was born overseas. Four million Australians are able to speak a language other than English. Australians speak over 260 languages and identify with more than 270 different ancestries.

A central element of Australia's approach to implementing the Convention is in nurturing partnerships across and between all levels of government, commercial and not-for-profit organisations (including arts, cultural and educational institutions) and artists, philanthropists and the community. 
The Australian Government’s approach is guided by the six principles on which its arts and cultural policy is founded: excellence, integrity, artistic freedom, self-confidence, sustainability and accessibility. Excellence is a core value, encouraging and supporting artists to create diverse and innovative new works of the highest quality. The principle of integrity recognises that the arts and culture are intrinsically valuable, and an essential part of a confident and sophisticated society. Artistic freedom protects and defends the right of artists to develop their creativity without political interference. Self-confidence refers to a vision of the Australian arts and cultural sector that is outward-looking, in which Australians share their stories with the rest of the world. With the principle of sustainability, the Government seeks to encourage the commercial viability of the arts and cultural sector and support from a range of funding sources. Accessibility seeks to ensure that Australians across the states and territories, from rural and regional areas through to the suburbs and inner cities, can be involved in the arts and culture. 

The Australian Government's support for the arts and culture ensures that artists can create and produce work that reflects the diversity of culture in Australia and that allows Australians and the international community to participate in and enjoy the range of artistic works that Australia has to offer.

The body of this report identifies a number of the many policies, practices and programs Australia has in place, with the aim of providing an overall picture of how the diversity of cultural expressions is protected and promoted in Australia. The broad range of policies and programs supporting the diversity of cultural expressions at national, state and local levels of government is a key achievement in Australia’s ongoing implementation of the Convention. 
In addition to measures implemented by agencies directly working in arts and culture, cultural heritage and cultural diplomacy, there are a range of policies and programs in other government portfolio areas—including Indigenous affairs, education, employment, environment, agriculture, broadcasting, and social equity and cohesion—that continue to support the diversity of cultural expressions.
The report considers a range of ways Australia engages internationally through the arts and culture. It notes a number of International Agreements Australia has entered into which promote the exchange of information, expertise, and artistic and cultural content. 

The report identifies two areas in which sustainable development policies including human development goals are integrated into Australian Government support for arts and culture: through initiatives that support Indigenous languages, visual arts and arts-based employment, and through support for regional arts and development.

	Narrative: There are a variety of policies and measures which support the preservation and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions in Australia. These include programs and grants supporting Australian artists, arts organisations, arts professionals and audiences. Support may be available at all stages of creation, production, distribution, dissemination and reception of artistic works. Measures are implemented through a range of complementary programs across government, and at local, state and federal levels.

The Australian Government’s approach is guided by the six principles on which its arts and cultural policy is founded: excellence, integrity, artistic freedom, self-confidence, sustainability and accessibility. Excellence is a core value, encouraging and supporting artists to create diverse and innovative new works of the highest quality. The principle of integrity recognises that the arts and culture are intrinsically valuable, and an essential part of a confident and sophisticated society. Artistic freedom protects and defends the right of artists to develop their creativity without political interference. Self-confidence refers to a vision of the Australian arts and cultural sector that is outward-looking, in which Australians share their stories with the rest of the world. With the principle of sustainability, the Government seeks to encourage the commercial viability of the arts and cultural sector and support from a range of funding sources. Accessibility seeks to ensure that Australians across the states and territories, from rural and regional areas through to the suburbs and inner cities, can be involved in the arts and culture. 

	Narrative: All levels of government in Australia provide support for international cooperation in the field of culture. 
The Australian Government engages in cultural exchange and cultural diplomacy, and supports activities which build awareness and understanding of Australian arts and culture overseas, activities which promote awareness and understanding of the arts and culture of other countries within Australia, and projects and partnerships that build the capacity of Australian artists and arts organisations and their counterparts in other countries. Support is provided to developing countries through cultural diplomacy-related grants and through aid programs. 

The Australian Government supports a diverse range of artists and arts organisations to engage internationally. This support is provided through grants and programs that enable artists and arts organisations to develop and tour their work overseas and to undertake professional development opportunities through residencies, fellowships and participation in international arts and cultural fora, festivals and markets. Grants and programs are also established to bring in works and artists from overseas for activities such as exhibitions, participation in festivals, and professional development. 

State and territory governments encourage international cultural cooperation and cultural exchange through a variety of similar and complementary programs at the state and territory level, which are administered by a number of government agencies. This includes agencies with responsibility for the arts and culture, major events, business development and tourism. 

Local governments may also provide targeted support for international cooperation activities. 

	Narrative: All levels of government in Australia provide support to integrate culture in sustainable development policies. The two areas considered in this report are support for Indigenous Australian arts and languages, and support for regional engagement.
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	Objective: Australia has a variety of policies and measures which support the preservation and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions. These are in place across all levels of government. Examples of specific policies and measures that will be discussed in this report are: 

a) the National Arts and Disability Strategy,
b) policies and programs of the Australia Council for the Arts, the Australian Government’s arts funding and advisory body, and
c) national broadcasting services through the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and Special  Broadcasting Service (SBS), the latter of which includes the National Indigenous Television Service (NITV).

	Objective: All levels of government in Australia provide support for international cooperation in the field of culture. 

The Australian Government engages in cultural exchange and cultural diplomacy, and supports activities which build awareness and understanding of Australian arts and culture overseas, activities which promote awareness and understanding of the arts and culture of other countries within Australia, and projects and partnerships that build the capacity of Australian artists and arts organisations and their counterparts in other countries. Support is provided to developing countries through cultural diplomacy-related grants and through aid programs. 

The Australian Government supports a diverse range of artists and arts organisations to engage internationally. This support is provided through grants and programs that enable artists and arts organisations to develop and tour their work overseas and to undertake professional development opportunities through residencies, fellowships and participation in international arts and cultural fora, festivals and markets. Grants and programs are also established to bring in works and artists from overseas for activities such as exhibitions, participation in festivals, and professional development. 

State and territory governments encourage international cultural cooperation and cultural exchange through a variety of similar and complementary programs at the state and territory level, which are administered by a number of government agencies. This includes agencies with responsibility for the arts and culture, major events, business development and tourism. 

Local governments may also provide targeted support for international cooperation activities. 

	Objective: A range of policies and Australia’s support the Indigenous arts and cultural sector, including support to for the maintenance of Australia’s Indigenous languages. 
	Objective: The Australian Government seeks to support opportunities for participation in the arts in regional Australia in a number of ways, specifically through its investment in regional arts via the Regional Arts Fund and National Collecting Institutions Touring and Outreach Program, initiatives delivered by the Australia Council and activities by Australia’s key national cultural institutions.   Regional arts funding is delivered through grants to individuals and through grants and ongoing funding to national, state-level and regional organisations, including arts training organisations and major performing arts bodies.   
	HowImplemented: a) Australia’s federal, state and local governments have all agreed to a National Arts and Disability Strategy to improve existing activities and ensure they align with key government priority areas. This includes ensuring that all people with a disability have access to, and are able to participate in, arts and cultural activities, and are involved in the decisions that affect them. The Strategy’s focus has been on improving access to, and participation in, arts and cultural activities by people with disability, both as audience members and participants, and addressing barriers that discourage emerging artists and cultural workers with disability from developing their practice. Australia’s National Cultural institutions (the Australian National Maritime Museum, Australian War Memorial, Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House, National Archives of Australia, National Film and Sound Archive, National Gallery of Australia, National Library of Australia, National Museum of Australia, National Portrait Gallery, Questacon – The National Science and Technology Centre) have implemented a number of programs aimed at improving access to arts and cultural activities by people with disability. 

b) The Australia Government invests significantly in the Australia arts sector every year through the Australia Council for the Arts, which was established in 1975. The Australia Council supports creation, presentation and appreciation of distinctive cultural works by providing assistance to Australian artists and making their works accessible to the public. This develops Australia's arts and cultural sector, providing opportunities for artists and arts organisations to create, produce, distribute and disseminate artistic works that reflect a diversity of cultural expressions. In 2013-14 the Australia Council provided US$175 million in grant and project funding to artists and arts organisations. This funding includes support for Australia’s 28 major performing arts companies to create new artistic works and present and promote their work, and funding for professional development opportunities such as residencies and fellowships. In 2007, the Australia Council introduced a Cultural Engagement Framework aimed at ensuring equity of access to Australia Council grants and initiatives, under which it has a Disability Action Plan for 2014-16. It also allots dedicated funding to its Artists with Disability program. The Australia Council provides specific support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts practice, including the development and promotion of traditional arts practices and new forms of artistic expression. In 2013-14, a total of US$8.3 million was allocated for arts and cultural activities with a predominantly Indigenous focus.

c) The function of the Special  Broadcasting Service (SBS) is to provide multilingual and multicultural radio, television and digital media services that inform, educate and entertain all Australians and, in doing so, reflect Australia's multicultural society. The SBS has been operating for nearly 40 years, and is the most linguistically diverse broadcaster in the world, serving both longstanding language communities as well as the new and emerging, high needs language groups in Australia. SBS performs its functions primarily via its free-to-air television channels, analogue and digital radio, subscription television channels and digital media platforms. These showcase a large variety of languages and cultures to increase awareness and promote understanding of cultural, linguistic and ethnic diversity in Australia. In addition, SBS is a major employer of multicultural and Indigenous talent and a producer of multilingual services, and it sponsors a variety of multicultural events and organisations. It has an active Reconciliation Action Plan which actively promotes business opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations and communities, and it is a member of Supply Nation which provides access to a database of Indigenous business suppliers for procurement opportunities. SBS offers training and development programs including journalism cadetships, media mentorships and Indigenous training programs. The National Indigenous Television Service (NITV) became part of SBS in July 2012. The NITV schedule features news and current affairs, sport, documentaries, entertainment and children’s programs which are produced by, for and about Indigenous Australians. Over 75 per cent of NITV employees are Indigenous.
The purpose of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) is to provide broadcasting and digital media services that, among other things, contribute to a sense of national identity, inform and entertain, and reflect the cultural diversity of the Australian community. The ABC's purpose is formalised in its Charter, which requires it to take account of the multicultural character of the Australian community. The ABC has been operating for over 80 years. Over the past 30 years, the ABC has significantly expanded the services it provides to the Australian community to increase access to its programming, including through digital media platforms. The ABC's programming reflects the diverse nature of Australian society, and increases awareness of a range of cultures, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. 

The ABC’s Reconciliation Action Plan for 2013–15 seeks to improve opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in terms of cultural understanding and respect, generating employment, including relevant content in its programs, and by creating and maintaining links to the community. The ABC has an Equity and Diversity Plan, under which it has introduced a Cultural Diversity Tool to provide managers with data to inform recruitment strategies and to assist content makers with data, research, events and relevant contacts. 

	HowImplemented: Measures are implemented through a range of complementary policies and programs across government, at local, state and federal levels. 
In addition to being party to the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, Australia is party to the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. The Ministry for the Arts administers movable cultural property legislation to implement the Convention, which regulates the export of Australia's significant cultural property and protects foreign cultural property by allowing foreign governments to request the return of cultural property that has been illegally taken from their country and imported into Australia.

The Ministry for the Arts undertakes a range of international cultural engagement initiatives, including cultural diplomacy programs and negotiating agreements to support international engagement in arts and culture.  

- Through the Ministry for the Arts the Government of Australia negotiates international agreements which facilitate greater cooperation in the fields of arts and culture. Recent agreements include a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Government of India to enhance cooperation in areas of arts, culture and heritage, which was signed in November 2014.  In November 2014, Australia also agreed to negotiate a new three-yearly Implementation Plan with China (from 2016-18) under the Agreement on Cultural Co-operation between the Government of Australia and the Government of the People’s Republic of China (29 April 1981). 

- The Ministry for the Arts provides one-off grants to support international initiatives.

- The Ministry for the Arts administers the Australian Government International Exhibitions Insurance Program, which provides funding to support insurance costs for major international touring exhibitions. Since the Program was introduced in 2009-10, it has contributed to the insurance costs for 18 touring exhibitions. 

- The Ministry for the Arts assesses potential co-production partner countries and negotiates treaties and less-than-treaty arrangements in consultation with government and industry stakeholders under the Australian International Co-Production Program (part of the Australian Government's Audio-visual Program). The program is administered by Screen Australia. The objective of audio-visual co-production treaties and less-than-treaty arrangements is to foster cultural development and cultural exchange by facilitating international audio-visual co-productions. Under the International Co-production Program, Australia has entered into film and audio-visual co-production agreements with twelve countries: Canada, China, France, Germany, the Republic of Korea, Ireland, Israel, Italy, New Zealand, Singapore, South Africa and the United Kingdom.

- The Australian Government has contributed $500,000 towards an education program which will be developed by the Islamic Museum of Australia. The education resources will endeavour to promote an understanding about Islam in Australia and will be based on the Museum’s collection of art and cultural material. The education programme will showcase the contribution that has been made by Muslims in Australia and across the world to the development of civilisation and in particular to the development of the multicultural fabric of Australia. This education programme will help to build stronger communities by promoting understanding of different cultural beliefs and traditions, and developing a stronger appreciation of the positive contribution different cultures have made to Australian society.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) delivers numerous international cultural engagement initiatives, including cultural diplomacy programs which aim to engage overseas audiences through the delivery of high-quality and innovative arts and cultural promotions to increase their understanding of Australia's contemporary identity, values, interests and policies. 

- Directly supporting the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, DFAT administers grants for activities which foster cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue through the Australian National Commission for UNESCO grants scheme.
- DFAT provides grants to foster professional, community and institutional linkages between Australia and its partners on contemporary issues of shared interest, including the arts, media, education, science, technology and social development initiatives, such as health and sport. DFAT supports a range of bilateral and regional foundations, councils and institutes, which manage the majority of these grants. These bodies include the Australia-India Council, the Council for Australian-Arab Relations and the Australia Japan Foundation.  

- DFAT runs country-specific cultural programs which aim to strengthen and deepen ties through integrated events and activities in the performing arts, visual arts, literature and film. In recent years, country specific cultural programs have been held in China (2010), Korea (2011), India (2012), Vietnam (2013) and Indonesia (2014). Future programs will be held in Turkey (2015) and Brazil (2016). 
The Australia Council, the Australian Government's principal arts funding body, provides grants for artists to support international engagement activities, including for arts practice, residencies, fellowships, professional development and the presentation and promotion of work internationally. Examples of recent international activities supported by the Australia Council include Australia's representation at the Venice Biennale, and the unveiling of a work by Aboriginal artist Lena Nyadbi, entitled 'Dayiwul Lirlmim' (Barramundi Scales) on the rooftop of the Musée du quai Branly in Paris.

Austrade is the Australian Government’s international trade, education and investment promotion agency. It administers a Creative Industries Export Program, which provides assistance to artists and arts businesses to export their cultural content to various forums and trade fairs overseas. Examples include supporting Australian musicians to attend and showcase their music at industry events such as the South by SouthWest Music Fair in the US, and supporting visual artists to showcase their art through Australian art galleries at the Korean International Art Fair. Austrade also administers the Export Market Development Grants scheme, which provides financial assistance to aspiring and current Australian exporters. 

The Sounds Australia initiative delivers a range of high quality events at key international music markets to showcase and build the profile of Australian artists and the music industry. Similarly, Ausfilm connects the international film community with Australia’s screen incentives, talent and facilities, and manages annual events such as Ausfilm Week in London and Los Angeles. Sounds Australia and Ausfilm are funded by the Australian Government in partnership with state governments and industry. 

State and territory governments encourage international cultural cooperation and cultural exchange through a variety of complementary programs at the state and territory level, which are administered by a number of government agencies. This includes agencies with responsibility for the arts and culture, major events, business development and tourism.

Local governments may also provide targeted support for international cultural cooperation and exchange. 

	HowImplemented: Through the Ministry for the arts, targeted support is provided to Indigenous-owned art centres and industry service organisations with the objective of building a stronger Indigenous visual arts industry. Indigenous-owned art centres produce and market some of Australia’s most dynamic visual art, while also building capacity, maintaining and transmitting culture and generating income and employment opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Art centres also provide a unique opportunity for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to maintain and develop professional arts practice, engage in ethical economic activity, develop skills and be part of the internationally renowned Indigenous visual arts industry. 

Targeted funding is provided to Indigenous language centres to deliver projects and programs that support the maintenance, revival, and development of Indigenous languages. Projects can include digital new media activities that will result in innovative language learning and teaching resources. Funded projects range from support for a network of community-based Indigenous Language Centres, community language teams, documenting and recording languages, language research, the development of language resources, databases, and the promotion of languages in the wider community. 

Indigenous art projects often involve multiple activities and art-forms, including workshops, traditional music or song cycles, contemporary music, storytelling, dance, arts or crafts, drama or theatre, radio, TV or film and design. 


	HowImplemented: The Regional Arts Fund is an Australian Government program that supports sustainable cultural development in regional and remote communities in Australia. The Regional Arts Fund provides US$3.01 million per year in funding to a mix of quick response grants, community grants for arts projects, professional development for artists and arts workers, and community capacity building projects. The program has focused on reaching a diverse range of recipients within regional communities, including people with disability, young people, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and people living in remote and very remote areas. 

The Regional Arts Fund program was reviewed in 1995, 1999 and 2005. Each of these reviews recommended improvements which were subsequently implemented into the program and guidelines. In 2013 Regional Arts Australia (the national peak body) consulted artists and communities about the program’s priorities. The Government is presently considering potential changes for the 2016-2020 funding period. 

The National Collecting Institutions Touring and Outreach Program provides $1 million annual funding to the National Collecting Institutions to support the development and/or touring of exhibitions within Australia, with a particular focus on regional areas. 
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	Challenges: Challenges arise in delivering quality products to the greatest number of Australians at appropriate costs, given the geographical diversity of Australia, the diverse nature of media delivery platforms and the many-faceted preferences and diverse nature of Australian society. 
	Challenges: One challenge is in coordinating the international activities that are being delivered by different government agencies to ensure resources are allocated effectively and outcomes are maximised.
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	Impact: Monitoring and evaluation is commonly conducted on determining the efficacy of policies and programs in Australia. A range of monitoring and reporting mechanisms are used.

For example, each agency is required to produce an Annual Report which provides an overview of strategic performance as a whole, as well as performance against internal measures towards equity and diversity. This includes progress towards Australia’s National Arts and Disability Strategy, which aims to ensure that all people with a disability have access to, and are able to participate in, arts and cultural activities, and are involved in the decisions that affect them. The Strategy’s focus has been on improving access to, and participation in, arts and cultural activities by people with disability, both as audience members and participants, and addressing barriers that discourage emerging artists and cultural workers with disability from developing their practice. The strategy has recently been evaluated and the final report is available online at http://mcm.arts.gov.au/working-groups/nads
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	PromotingObjectives-Describe: It is common practice for Australian governments to consult with civil society and other relevant stakeholders in the development and implementation of policies and programs. When national policies are developed, extensive consultation with relevant stakeholders from civil society is conducted. Discussion papers or on-line surveys can be released for public comment, and reference groups are established to provide ongoing feedback on the policy's development. Some policies or measures are the subject of inquiries conducted by Parliamentary committees, which invite submissions and hold public hearings where civil society representatives can express their views and provide feedback on the development of the policy or measure.

Both before and after Australia’s accession to the Convention in 2009, successive Australian governments at the Federal, state/territory and local levels have supported its objectives through a wide range of cultural policies and programs. Examples of relevant policies and programs have been discussed in this report, illustrating support for the diverse elements of civil society to engage with, and share their experiences with others. 

Australia has contributed approximately US$141,000 to the International Fund for Cultural Diversity. At the 4th Conference of Parties in Paris on 11-13 June 2013 Australia was elected for a four-yearly period to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Convention, which is responsible for promoting the Convention’s objectives and establishing guidelines and procedures for the operation of the Convention.  

Government agencies routinely provide stakeholders with the opportunity to comment on operational guidelines for programs.
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	MainResults: Both before and after Australia’s accession to the Convention in 2009, successive Australian governments at the Federal, state/territory and local levels have supported its objectives through a wide range of cultural policies and programs. Examples of relevant policies and programs have been discussed in this report, illustrating support for the diverse elements of civil society to engage with, and share their experiences with others. 

Australia has contributed approximately US$141,000 to the International Fund for Cultural Diversity. At the 4th Conference of Parties in Paris on 11-13 June 2013 Australia was elected for a four-yearly period to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Convention, which is responsible for promoting the Convention’s objectives and establishing guidelines and procedures for the operation of the Convention.  

	MainChallenges: A key challenge is coordinating programs across all levels of government to ensure information and expertise is shared and that programs are integrated and complementary to improve delivery and use resources effectively. Planning and regulatory rules can also pose a challenge, as sometimes these present barriers to artistic and cultural practice and engagement.

A further challenge will be to take advantage of digital technology’s potential to record, preserve and provide access to Australia’s diverse cultural expressions in an efficient and coordinated manner. 

	SolutionsFound: Australia’s federal, state, territory and local governments will continue to work together to support Australia’s artists, creators, cultural institutions and creative industries through the framework of the National Arts and Culture Accord. The Accord seeks to harness the respective roles and responsibilities of each level of government to enhance cooperation and affirm the centrality of the arts and culture to government policy, including the contribution of the arts and culture to community wellbeing.

The National Collecting Institutions, including the National Gallery of Australia, National Museum of Australia, National Library of Australia, and National Film and Sound Archive of Australia, are implementing strategies to enhance their leadership role, including with regard to digital technology, and ensure greater collaboration with libraries, galleries, museums and archives. The National Collecting Institutions will also take advantage of new digital opportunities to engage audiences in the stories told through their collections. The National Library of Australia’s Trove Service, for example, acts as an online resource for state, territory and local libraries to allow researchers and community members to find, build and link information in its collections. The National Museum of Australia in partnership with Museums Australia will establish a similar network with museums and galleries across the country, and will work with the facilities established by the Library’s Trove service.

	PlannedSteps: The next four years will see increased digitisation of artistic and cultural content by the ABC, SBS, National Collecting Institutions and other organisations in order to improve access to the diversity of Australia's cultural expressions. The increasing availability of broadband internet will improve access to digital content across Australia, particularly in regional areas, opening up opportunities for new forms of expression. This could include greater potential for hybrid art forms, for example, incorporating visual arts, performance and online participation, as well as greater opportunities for education and training online.

While these opportunities are harnessed, associated copyright issues will be considered. The Copyright Act 1968 was recently the subject of a review by the Australian Law Reform Commission, and the final report was tabled in Parliament in February 2014. The Australian Government remains committed to the protection of the rights of content creators and is carefully considering the issues and recommendations raised in the Australian Law Reform Commission’s s final report.
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