
Biographies 

Adenike Olufade obtained a B.A in English, a M.B.A in Marketing, a M.A in Peace & Conflict Studies and 

a M.Phil/Ph.D. She is currently Zonal Director of the Nigerian Television Authority, managing ten 

television stations in South West Nigeria. 

Alton Grizzle works at the UNESCO HQ in Paris as Programme Specialist in Communication and 

Information. He manages UNESCO actions relating to gender and media and is co-manager of UNESCO’s 

global actions on media and information literacy (MIL).  

Aralynn McMane (Dr) is an American resident of France for two decades. She has been a reporter and 

editor at newspapers in the U.S. and in France and journalism educator and researcher at universities in 

the U.S., France and Bulgaria.  

Audrey Gadzekpo is an associate professor at the School of Communication Studies, University of 

Ghana. Her research reflects the nexus between media and gender, media and development, and media 

and politics/ governance. 

Blessing Tapiwa Jona is a lecturer in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies at NUST, and 

Councilor and Chairperson of the Media Ethics Committee in the Zimbabwe Media Council. He 

specializes in Media Texts and Audiences, Research Methodology in Journalism and Media Studies, 

Media and Society.  

Carolyn Wilson is an instructor at the Faculty of Education at Western University, and at the Ontario 

Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto.  She on the Boards of MediaSmarts 

(Canada), MENTOR Association for Media Literacy (Spain) and is the Past President of the Association for 

Media Literacy in Toronto, Canada.   

Cécile Coulibaly est le Conservateur-Documentaliste, la Responsable de la Bibliothèque de l’UFR 

Sciences Médicales de l’Université de Cocody et le Membre du Conseil d’Administration de l’Association 

Internationale Francophone des Bibliothécaires Documentalistes (AIFBD). 

Cherrell Shelley-Robinson (Dr) is an adjunct Senior Lecturer at the Department of Library & Information 

Studies, University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica, a regional expert in information literacy and 

currently Chairperson for the National Information Literacy Initiative. 

Chido Onumah is a journalist and coordinator of the African Centre for Media & Information Literacy 

(AFRICMIL), Abuja, Nigeria. He is the author of Time to Reclaim Nigeria (Essays 2001-2011).  

Dapo Olorunyomi is editor in chief of Nigeria's online newspaper, Premium Times, 

premiumtimesng.com. He is also founder and head of the Wole Soyinka Centre for Investigative 

Journalism, WSCIJ, wscij.org, in Nigeria. He is a Senior Research Fellow in the Cultural and Media Studies 

Unit of the Institute of African Studies, University of Ibadan. He has authored two books in the field and 

currently serves as the director of the University Media Centre.  



 

 

Diana Senghor is a founding member, and the director general, of Panos Institute West Africa (PIWA). 

Diana is Senegalese. She holds a Doctorate in Philosophy (Paris I. Sorbonne). Before her involvement 

with Panos, she had been a researcher in Anthropology (University of Dakar) and an editor for several 

regional francophone magazines. 

Dorcas R. Pearson-Bowler is the Director of Libraries (2012 to present), of the National Library and 

Information Services-Commonwealth of the Bahamas. In 2003 she published Country report on the state 

of “Public Libraries in The Commonwealth of The Bahamas, presented in Trinidad, 2003 UNESCO/ IFLA 

Seminar. 

Emily May Brown serves as Head of the Department Media Technology at the Polytechnic of Namibia, 

which offers a Bachelor’s and Honours Degrees in Journalism and Communication Technology.  She 

serves on the Boards of Inter Press Service (IPS) Africa and Gender Links Southern Africa. 

Fackson Banda is a programme specialist responsible for journalism education and media development 

in the Division for Freedom of Expression and Media Development (FEM) at UNESCO HQ. Prior to this, 

he was the SAB Chair of Media and Democracy at Rhodes University, where he also served as the pan-

African UNESCO Chair in Communication. He is also Winner of the Press Freedom Award of the Media 

Institute for Southern Africa (MISA). Banda has published in the areas of political economy and media, 

community radio broadcasting policy, ICTs and media, African thought and media, etc. 

Fanta Sidibeh is the Founder of the Japalanteh (meaning’ Lending a hand’) Youth Organization. She is 

the Youth Coordinator, Program Officer and Founding Member of YPM. She has been awarded prizes 

from the Child Protection Alliance, UNICEF, YPm and from the President of The Republic of The Gambia 

for her endless support to the rights of children and the empowerment of youth in The Gambia. 

Helena Asamoah – Hassan (Dr) is University Librarian of KNUST in Ghana. Having served on several 

international and national committees in her 36 years professional life, she currently chairs UNESCO’s 

International Advisory Committee on the Memory of the World Programme and the Consortium of 

Academic and Research Libraries in Ghana. 

Ibtessam A. Elgindi, the Dean, Faculty of Mass Communication (MSA), PH.D, Florida, State University, 

Tallahassee. She is getting a diploma in producing educational television programs run by Radio 

Nederland Training Center. 

Irmgarda Kasinskaite-Buddeberg is a Programme Specialist working at UNESCO’s Communication and 

Information Sector, Knowledge Societies Division in Paris, France. She is in charge of programs related to 

the promotion of multilingualism in cyberspace. She also works on the projects related to the innovative 

use of ICTs for Persons with Disabilities and Media and Information Literacy. 



Isaiq Ajibola is Nigerian and a member of WAN-IFRA. He previously worked at The Citizen and at 

Sentinel magazine. He holds an MBA from Ahmadu Bello University Zaria in Nigeria, and has also studied 

in Spain, the United States and South Africa.  

Ifedayo Daramola holds PhD Mass Communication from Babcock University, Nigeria specializing in 

political communication. He is currently the Head of Department, Mass Communication at Lagos State 

Polytechnic, center of reference in journalism training.  

Katarzyna Pawelczyk is the project manager for Voices of Youth Citizens – a UNICEF communication and 

advocacy initiative that explores the digital habits of young people and promotes safe and responsible 

use of digital tools.  

Dr. Khalid Ibrahim Al Awwad obtained PHD in Sociology of Organization from Wales University in UK 

(Cardiff). He has obtained Master's degree from Michigan State University in USA. He currently works as 

a member of the Shura Council and a Head of Masarat Group for Studies and Development in 

Educational, social, administrative and technological field. He has worked as a Deputy Minister for 

Educational development and then become a Minister for Education. He worked as an Associate 

Professor of Sociology in King Saud University. 

Kwame Karikari is the executive director of the Media Foundation for West Africa, a freedom of press/ 

freedom of expression advocacy and promotion organization based in Accra, Ghana.  For several years 

he has been a professor in journalism and mass communication at the School of Communication Studies 

at the University of Ghana.  He has also been involved in training journalists in several countries in Africa 

over the years. 

Lai Oso is a professor of mass communication and Dean of the School of communication at Lagos State 

University, Nigeria. He has published widely in the areas of Political communication, media studies and 

development communication. He is the president of the newly formed Association for Communication 

Studies in Nigeria.   

Mahassen Mughrabi  Al Emam is a registered Journalist since 1976, Chief Editor of Quiff, Sout Al Mara`h 

and Al Billad newspapers. She is currently General director & Founder of Arab Women Media R&S 

Center and Authorized Journalist by Oman ministry of information for Omani media Releases in 

Jordanian press also UNESCO Media training consultant, as well as a free-lance writer. 

Mallam Habib Abba Jato earned his diploma in Library Science 1978, Bachelors in Library Science 1982, 

and Masters in Library Science 1990 at the Ahmadu Bello University. After making his debut into 

librarianship in 1978, he held top positions as a Librarian in a number of other tertiary institutions, the 

highest being the Acting College Librarian before joining the National Library of Nigeria in 1993 as the 

Deputy Director, Legal Deposits.   

Mamadou Koumé est un journaliste, chercheur en Sciences de l’information et de la communication, 

Docteur de l’Université de Droit, d’Economie et de Sciences Sociales de Paris 2, Président de la sous-

commission Communication de la Commission nationale du Sénégal pour l’UNESCO  (2000-2012). 



Marjorie Kyomuhendo is an Assistant Lecturer and CARTA PhD Fellow in the Department of Journalism 

and Communication, Makerere University. Her research interests are in strategic communication for 

health, communication and development. 

Dr.Nermeen Zakaria Khedr is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Mass Communication - Cairo 

University. She is a specialist in the field of International communication And New Media, and has a 

PH.D. in the Mass Communication. She received the Award Of Scientific Excellence for the best Scientific 

PHD at the Cairo University level in the field of Mass Communication in 2006 during the period from 

2007-2008. 

Olunifesi Adekunle SURAJ has a PhD in information science, University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He lectures at 

the School of Communication, Lagos State. 

Ramon R. Tuazon is the Communication & Information Specialist of UNESCO Myanmar Office. He is 

president (on-leave) of the Manila-based Asian Institute of Journalism and Communication (AIJC). He is 

the chairman of the Philippine Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Technical Committee for 

Communication and a member of the UNESCO National Commission of the Philippines. 

Rania K. Al Hussaini obtained a bachelor’s degree from the American University in Cairo in Journalism & 

Mass Communication and her Masters in MBA with the Liverpool University. In 1995, she returned to 

Doha, and started her career as Registration Officer in the Qatar Academy, Qatar foundation. She joined 

Qatar Islamic Bank (QIB) in May 2005. She is an active member of the Doha Centre for Media Freedom. 

Victoria Okojie (Dr) Registrar/CEO Librarians’ Registration council of Nigeria, with over 30 years’ 

experience. She is the Chair, IFLA Africa section, Associate, IFLA International Leaders Programme and 

Adviser, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Global Libraries Program. 

 


