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PART 2: THE REQUEST FORMAT  
FORM ICH-09 

 

Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide 
Advisory Services to the Committee 

1. Name of the organization: 
World Martial Arts Union (WoMAU) 

2. Address of the organization: 
700 Geumreung-dong, Chungju city, Chungcheongbuk-do, Republic of Korea  

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
 national  

 international (please specify: )  

 worldwide 

 Africa  

 Arab States 

 Asia & the Pacific 

 Europe & North America 

 Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:  

 Republic of  Korea 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence: 
2. Oct . 2002 
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5. Objectives of the organization: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

The World Martial Arts Union pronounced the following shared cognition about martial 
arts that motivated its founding members to create the organization. 

That countries have particular martial arts with unique forms and features which 
originated and evolved through the ages in response to the particular security needs of 
the people concerned, and that such martial arts, an important cultural heritage of the 
people, share in forming their national character and outlook, 

That martial arts, originally in the past age various combinations of the combat skills 
and fighting technique for self-defence and survival, are today practiced for and applied 
to a wide range of peaceful uses, such as physical fitness, recreation, self-defence, law 
enforcement action and competitive sports, and contribute in a significant way to the 
promotion of peace and security of the society as well as the well-being of the people, 

That an international union of the martial arts will provide to the world martial arts 
community an institutional center long since needed for its members to better orgarnizw 
their efforts at contributing to the world peace by promoting friendship between peoples 
through martial arts and by spreading worldwide its underlying values of peace and 
justice,  

That the Chungju World martial Arts Festival, the annual event at Chungju, Korea 
since 1998 is better be provided with an institutional support framework to ensure its 
continued growth, significantly making contribution to transmitting and conserving 
traditional indigenous martial arts of the various countries and peoples.  

The World Martial Arts Union thus has it as its principal objective to promote 
understanding and friendship between different cultures( martial arts ), which is 
conducive to cultivating a more peaceable atmosphere and environment through out the 
world. 

 

It is further believed that traditional martial arts of individual country or nation is a 
valuable part of cultural heritage not only of that particular country or nation concerned, 
Such martial arts is shared cultural heritage of us all worthy of our joint efforts for its 
preservation and transmission. 

 

Therefore the Union stipulats in its charter the following four(4) specific undertakings  

1. Collection, exchange and dissemination of Information and material 

2. Organizing study and research activities such as seminars and conferences. 

3. Organizing or sponsoring demonstration or exhibition events. 

4. In connection with annual Martial Arts Festival, providing administrative and technical 
assistances to the member organizations with a view to facilitating their participation. 
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6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active: 
 oral traditions and expressions 

 performing arts  

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other domains - please specify:  

security and safety skills 

6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved: 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) 

 preservation, protection  

 promotion, enhancement  

 transmission, formal or non-formal education 

 revitalization 

 other safeguarding measures - please specify:  
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6.c. Description of the organization’s activities: 
Not to exceed 750 words 

- Since its creation in 2002, the World Martial Arts Union has organized, the yearly 
event of demonstrative performances of martial arts of the various countries and 
peoples, the Chungju World Martial Arts Festival.  

 

□ 2002 (30 country teams)  

□ 2003 (35 country teams)  

□ 2004 (30 country teams)  

□ 2005 (15 country teams)  

□ 2006 (15 country teams)  

□ 2007 (16 country teams)  

□ 2008(27 country teams),  to be slated for 2 – 8 october, 2008 

  

- Annual general assembly of members in October every year,  since its inception in 
2002, where members deliberate the ways and means how better to effect the 
Unions objectives  

 

- Building up reference archives for world martial arts at its Secretariat  

 

- Operating the information website,  www.womau.com  

 

- Planning to offer what will be called Martial Arts Leadership Seminar,  which is to be 
conducted as a condensed fellowship program for about  4 weeks, twice a year.  

 

- Desirous of taking part in the UNESCO`s ICH program and doing its possible parts in  
the UNESCO`s ICH work, we attended UNESCO`s ICH Intergovernmental Committee 
meetings at Tokyo(3 to 7 September 2008) and Sofia(18 to 22 February 2008), and 
the ICH safeguarding Convention general  assembly in Paris (16 to 19 June 2008)  
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7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

As is presented under item 6c above, the WoMAU works closely with its member 
organization in the various countries. All of its member organizations are of group of 
martial arts practitioners and many of them are recognized masters in their respective 
martial arts. 

The administration and the citizenry of the host city of our Union, that is the locate of 
the Secretariat, are extremely supportive to the activities of our union.  

For its work, the WoMAU is getting some financial support from the Korea Foundation 
and technical assistance from the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage of 
Korea.. 

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 
Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives.  

8.a. Membership and personnel 
Please submit supporting documents. 

8.b. Recognized legal personality 
Please submit supporting documents.. 

8.c. Duration of existence and activities 
Please submit supporting documents. 

9. Contact person for correspondence: 
SOH Byong Yong ; The  President, 

World Martial Arts Union(WoMAU) 

700 Geumreung-dong, Chungju city, Chungcheongbuk-do, Republic of Korea  

Tel : +82-43-850-7981 

E-mail : president@womau.com 

Fax : +82-43-850-7983  

10. Signature:  
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