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PART 2: THE REQUEST FORMAT  
FORM ICH-09 

 

Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide 
Advisory Services to the Committee 

1. Name of the organization: 
Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo A.C. (Cultural Interactivity and Development, A.C.) 

2. Address of the organization: 
CALLE JOSÉ LÓPEZ ALAVEZ  1516- C 

BARRIO DE XOCHIMILCO 

OAXACA DE JUAREZ, OAXACA 

MEXICO 

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
 national  

 international (please specify: )  

 worldwide 

 Africa  

 Arab States 

 Asia & the Pacific 

 Europe & North America 

 Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:  

Mexico, Guatemala 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence: 
We have been working as a group for more than six years but only decided to formalize 
our organization on the June 19, 2008. 
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5. Objectives of the organization: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

Our objectives are:  

To promote the safeguarding of the cultural heritage, mainly intangible heritage, in terms 
of language, cultural practices and cultural knowledge,  and the museums which express 
de cultural diversity of México. 

To work with communities to promote their development, empower their social cohesion, 
and their capabilities to establish a dialogue in a context of cultural diversity. Work is 
carried out with local (municipio) cultural practitioners and stakeholders. 

To valorize intangible cultural heritage through registering, disseminating its expressions, 
and working with people working in the local arts and cultural rituals, and festivities and 
their relation to the environment. Also including Mexican migrants in valorizing, funding 
and promoting such local intangible heritage. 

6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active: 
 oral traditions and expressions 

 performing arts  

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other domains - please specify:  

      

6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved: 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) 

 preservation, protection  

 promotion, enhancement  

 transmission, formal or non-formal education 

 revitalization 

 other safeguarding measures - please specify:  

Fostering new economic activities for self-funding of intangible heritage 
manifestations. 
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6.c. Description of the organization’s activities: 
Not to exceed 750 words 

The Association has been recently formalized but has been working for the past sixyears 
in three connected areas: 

 1. we have partnered with local people to register their rituals, including the Day of the 
Dead ritual and many festivities, as well as forming local committees to safeguard their 
intangible heritage. 

2. through activities in the villages, including schools, we have held exhibits and meeting 
to help them develop local and migrant networks to fund activities and sustain traditional 
forms of their cultural celebrations. 

3. we have also worked for several years with legislators in several states in Mexico, 
helping to develop laws on culture that incorporate the principles of the 2003 Convention 
for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage and the 2005 Convention for Diversity, 
and we have worked very much with the difution and promotion of it´s principles.    

4. we are working at present in setting up criteria and methodology to document and 
classify intangible cultural expressions as well as organizational procedures to help 
sustain and revitalize such expressions.  

7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

As an example, for the last four years we have worked in a region which has kept much 
of its indigenous and local heritage. Several young people from the villages were trained 
to  be photographers in digital photos and their photos were exhibited in the villages and 
given to the persons who were photographed. Activities with them are continuing in 
order to create an archive of materials which they keep and which can show the whole 
range of rituals, including the Day of the Dead, festivals, including carnivals, social 
practices such as barter in the markets, and their views on how deforestion and 
diminished water supplies are affecting their ritual and festive life. Some 25 meetings 
have been organized with students and researchers to develop new methods to register 
and understand intangible cultural expressions and the challenges they face in a rapidly 
changing economic and social context. Mexican migrants have also been contacted to 
encourage their involvement with safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in their 
home towns. Many meetings have also been held with state legislators to encourage 
that laws related to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage be passed and 
appropriate cultural policies at local level be established. 

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 
Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives.  

8.a. Membership and personnel 
Please submit supporting documents. 
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8.b. Recognized legal personality 
Please submit supporting documents.. 

8.c. Duration of existence and activities 
Please submit supporting documents. 

9. Contact person for correspondence: 
Carlos Javier Villasenor Anaya, gaia@prodigy.net.mx 

10. Signature:  
Carlos Villasenor Anaya 
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Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo A. C. is a group made up by 50 cultural agents 
who are concerned about “Mexico cultural challenges”. The group started working in 
2000 with the purpose of analyzing the new emerging cultural subjects in our country, 
mostly seen from the perspective of young researchers. The group includes cultural 
agents, researchers, indigenous cultural promoters, artists and cultural institution 
officials from different parts of the country. Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo main 
objective is to reconceive the cultural history so as to find a new meaning of the 
intangible cultural heritage in its different aspects: as heritage itself with the recognition 
of musical expressions, indigenous identities, the relation of archeological sites, the 
relation of Mexican Migrants communities in the USA and the recognition of new 
groups formation who defend culture and cultural heritage. 
 
It is relevant to establish that on June, 2008, the formal document of the creation of the 
Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo  AC was subscribed before notary, since it was then 
when it became necessary to do so, in order to continue the activities started in 2000. 
Due to this recent event and in account of the different places in Mexico where the 
formal members of the Association live, during the next months the rest of the 
administrative procedures required for its definitive incorporation will be followed.  
 
The following are the people who make up Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo: 
Carlos Javier Villaseñor Anaya serves as a committee member and as Academic 
Council President.  During the last 15 years his professional work has been involved 
with intangible heritage, its legal frame and the development of cultural policies. He 
promoted the formation of the Mexican Governors National Conference Culture 
Commission and the Cultural Municipal Institution National Conference.  He has 
participated in the writing of law initiatives that incorporate the criteria and principles of 
UNESCO Conventions for the Intangible Heritage Safeguarding and the Cultural 
Content Diversity Promotion. 
Saúl Hernández Vargas serves as the Directive Council President. As a visual artist 
he has looked for the creation of spaces where cultural diversity, its dialogue and 
intercultural production can be recognized not only in Oaxaca but in Japan and Spain. 
He also promotes artistic sensibilization activities for youngsters and the confined. 
He promotes a horizontal dialogue from his own vision, from Oaxacan emmerging 
artists vision and throughout the platform hechoenoaxaca.com  
 
Ma. Antonieta Pérez Díaz She is a member of the Association and serves as the 
Directive Council Secretary. She belongs to a traditional Oxacan family who has 
worked hard in Mexican tradition preservation, specifically those related to the 
Charrería Culture and The Day of the Dead tradition in Santa Cruz Xoxocotlán Oaxaca. 
She has practiced Charrería for 20 years and at present time she is the producer of  
“Charrrería en Oaxaca”  a project committed to rescuing the Charrería values and 
Culture.  She has participated in the promotion of the Day of the Dead tradition for the 
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German TV and has also contributed to the recovering and promotion of the most 
important Oaxacan dances by coordinating a group of youngsters who has presented 
them in different parts of the world.  
 
Claudia Mariana Cantú Garza Gallardo is the treasurer of the association. She has a 
nine year experience coordinating, operating and administrating artistic programs 
focused on children, at first for the government and recently as an independent 
promoter. 
Mariana coordinates the Frijol Verde Project that offers Workshops and artistic 
activities in pediatric hospitals, generating among the participants interaction, exchange 
and reflection about themselves and their community, using artistic expressions as a 
language. 
The Frijol Verde Project promotes fraternity and solidarity among the artistic community 
in Oaxaca and specific towns.  
She also counsels and supports projects proposed by teachers from Basic, High 
School and Professional levels that are aimed to develop culture among the 
academians and students of the State of Oaxaca. 
 
Jorge Magariño. Committee member. He is an indigenous language writer and a 
promoter of the Oaxacan original languages safeguarding, specialized in Zapotec 
language.  He is very close to the Istmo communities and in his work he is supported 
by groups of teachers who look for spaces where dialogue among original languages 
can take place. He fosters the recovering of the oral Zapotec community traditions and 
their promotion throughout electronic and printed media. He coordinates a cultural 
magazine and has obtained the National Fund bonus for Culture. 
 
Raúl Ramos Silva is a committee member of the Association Directive Council. He is 
a cultural agent and a tangible heritage promoter focused on the responsible use of it. 
He works in Oaxaca Alta Mixteca region with some government institutions such as 
The Universidad Autónoma Metropolitanta and the Coordinación Nacional de 
Conservación del Patrimonio Cultural del Instituto nacional de Antropología e Historia. 
Electronic Engineer by the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana  campus Iztapalapa 
and Cultural Management  and Susteinable Development Degree by the Universidad 
Autónoma  Benito Juárez de Oaxaca. 
Current studies of Art History in a project fostered by the Alfredo Harp Helú Foundation 
of Oaxaca, El Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas y the Universidad Autónoma Benito 
Juárez de Oaxaca. 
 
 
The following personalities are part of the Association Counseling Committee: 
Lourdes Arizpe Schlosser. Social Anthropologist. Ph D in Anthropology by the 
London School of Economics.  She served as General Subdirectory of the UNESCO 
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and director of several international projects on intangible cultural heritage.  As a 
member of the activities that originated the formal performance of the Association she 
has been the director of the books “Los Retos Culturales en México” “Cultural 
challenges in Mexico” and “Los Retos Culturales de México frente a la Globalización” 
“Mexico Cultural Challenges facing Globalization”. 
 
Enrique Nalda. Archeologist. He was Director of the Anthropology and History 
National Institute Research department. At present he is Director of the archeological 
and anthropological studies of Quintana Roo State south region. 
 
Jesús Antonio Machuca. Sociologist by the UNAM, researcher of the Anthropology 
and History National Institute. Specialist on intangible cultural heritage, theme on which 
he has made deep research. 
 
Marcos Sandoval. Anthropologist. He belongs to the Oaxaca Triqui culture. He served 
as Director of the Popular Culture National Museum. 
 
Adriana González Mateos. PhD in Compared Literature by New York University. She 
has worked on themes related to the perception people have of art and artists. 
 
Cristina Amescua Chávez. MD in Social Anthropology by the UNAM. She has carried 
out   intangible cultural heritage outdoor research in several communities of Mexico. 
She carried out a deep study on the intangible cultural heritage candidate pieces 
presented for the UNESCO pregame “Intangible Cultural Heritage Master Pieces” 
which took place in Paris. 
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Finance and Public Credit Secretariat (SHCP) 
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