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Accreditation and evaluation of non-governmental organizations 
	Summary

This document concerns the ongoing work of the Committee in recommending to the General Assembly the accreditation of non-governmental organizations. It also describes the process and timetable for renewal of relations with the 97 non-governmental organizations accredited by the third session of the Assembly in 2010.
Decision required: paragraph 8


1. The Operational Directives lay out in Chapter III.2.2 (paragraphs 91-99) the criteria and procedures for the accreditation of non-governmental organizations (‘NGOs’) to provide advisory services to the Committee, as provided in Article 9 of the Convention. The General Assembly has to date accredited 178 such organizations (97 by its Resolution 3.GA 7, 59 by Resolution 4.GA 6 and 22 by Resolution 5.GA 6). The General Assembly at its fifth session encouraged NGOs that meet the criteria to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity.
2. The Operational Directives provide that NGOs should submit their requests for accreditation to the Secretariat at least four months before each session of the Committee (paragraph 98). The Committee then submits its recommendations to the General Assembly for decision in conformity with Article 9 of the Convention. As at 28 July 2014, there were 31 requests from NGOs for accreditation submitted for possible examination by the present Committee.

3. The Secretariat was unable to complete its treatment of these 31 requests and is thus not in a position to present its recommendations to the present session of the Committee, as provided in paragraph 92 of the Directives. It will present them to the next session, together with the requests for accreditation received for the 2015 cycle. The Secretariat reminds the Committee that NGOs can only be accredited by the General Assembly that convenes in even-numbered years. This means that postponing the Committee’s examination of these requests from the present session to the tenth session in 2015 will not affect the possible accreditation of the NGOs concerned by the sixth session of the General Assembly in 2016. 
4. Moreover, owing to the large workload of the Committee at its recent sessions, and the need to reduce the duration and agenda of the meetings, it is important to streamline the tasks and procedures at each session of the Committee. The Committee may therefore wish to consider examining the accreditation of NGOs only in odd-numbered years henceforward. Should the Committee so decide, it could invite the Secretariat to prepare a revision to the Operational Directives to reflect such changes for examination at the tenth session of the Committee and possible submission to the General Assembly.
5. Paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives foresees that every four years following accreditation of an NGO, the Committee reviews the contribution and the commitment of the advisory organization and its relations with it, taking into account the perspective of the NGO concerned. In its Decision 7.COM 16.b, the Committee requested that the Secretariat propose a review form for assessing the potential contribution of accredited NGOs to the implementation of the Convention.
6. As requested, the Secretariat drew up a draft form that was presented to the Committee at its eighth session in Baku. This form aims at collecting information both on the contribution of each NGO to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage and implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention) and to its implementation at the international level, particularly as regards the NGO’s participation in the work of the Committee and its capacities to act in an advisory capacity.
7. The Secretariat subsequently amended the form to reflect the Committee’s debates during its eighth session and sent the amended form on 22 October 2014 to the 97 NGOs accredited by the General Assembly at its third session in 2010 (Resolution 3.GA 7). The review form was also posted online. The NGOs concerned were asked to return it to the Secretariat by 15 January 2015. In conformity with paragraph 92 of the Operational Directives, the Secretariat will submit recommendations to the tenth session of the Committee in 2015 with regard to maintaining or terminating relations with those 97 NGOs.
8. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 9.COM 14
The Committee,

1. Having examined document ITH/14/9.COM/14,
2. Recalling Article 9 of the Convention, Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives and Decision 8.COM 5.c.2,
3. Takes note of the ever-increasing agenda of the Committee and of the necessity to prioritize the workload of the Secretariat of the 2003 Convention to align it with available resources;
4. Takes further note that NGOs can be accredited only by the General Assembly when it meets in even-numbered years;
5. Decides that it shall henceforth examine requests for accreditation from NGOs at its ordinary sessions in odd-numbered years;
6. Recommends that the General Assembly amend the Operational Directives to reflect this schedule of biennial examination;
7. Invites the Secretariat to submit draft Operational Directives to that effect for its examination at its tenth session; 
8. Encourages non-governmental organizations that meet the criteria for accreditation to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity;
9. Takes note of the procedure and timetable put in place by the Secretariat with regard to paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives concerning the Committee’s review of the contribution and the commitment of accredited NGOs and invites the NGOs concerned to submit their reports in a timely manner.

