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Geopark milestones:

1991 Digne Declaration on the 
rights of the memory of the Earth, France

1993 Malvern International 
Task Force for Earth Heritage 
Conservation, resolution concerning a 
convention for the preservation of the Earth’s 
heritage, UK

2001 UNESCO Executive Board invited 
the Director-General to support ad hoc efforts 
with Member States as appropriate

2015 UNESCO General Conference, 
approval of the International Geoscience and 
Geoparks Programme all Geoparks of the 
Global Geoparks Network receive the label

“UNESCO Global Geopark”



UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS
Application Process

 Expression of interestJULY

 Application dossier1 OCTOBER –
30 NOVEMBER

YEAR 1

 UNESCO Secretariat checks completenessDECEMBER

 Map & One page 
summary, 
“intergovernmental 
check”  (3 month)

JANUARY –
APRIL

 New applications 
formally presented 
to Member States at 
the IGCP

FEBRUARY

 desktop reviews 
 by the International Union of Geological 

Sciences (IUGS)

MARCH / APRIL

 evaluation missions1 MAY –
15 AUGUST

 UNESCO Global Geoparks CouncilSEPTEMBER

 item on the agenda of the Executive Board 
Spring Session proposing to endorses the 
recommendations of the Council
The details of the recommendations will be 
presented in an Information Document. 

APRIL

YEAR 3

YEAR 2



New candidates (for evaluation in 2019):

1. Belitong, Indonesia
2. Bohol, Philippines
3. Cliffs of Fundy, Canada 
4. Dak Nong, Vietnam
5. Discovery, Canada
6. Granada, Spain
7. Hantangang River, Rep. of Korea
8. Kula Salihli, Turkey 
9. Lauhanvuouri-Haemeenkangas, Finland
10.Maestrazgo, Spain
11.Majella, Italy
12.Waitaki Whitestone, New Zealand
13.Xiangxi, China
14.Zhangye, China

Extension requests: 
1. Dunhuang, China
2. Haute Provence, France
3. Troodos, Cyprus
4. Zhijindong Cave, China



1 Belitong Indonesia



2 Bohol Philippines



3 Cliffs of Fundy Canada 



4 Dak Nong Vietnam



5 Discovery Canada



6 Granada Spain



7 Hantangang River
Rep. of Korea



8 Kula-Salihli TURKEY 



9 Lauhanvuori-Hämeenkangas, 
Finland



10 Maestrazgo Spain



11 Majella Italy



12 Waitaki Whitestone
New Zealand



13 Xiangxi
People’s Republic of China



14 Zhangye
People’s Republic of China 



STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AND GEOPARKS 
PROGRAMME

OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS 

Extension requests for 2019:

Dunhuang UNESCO Global Geopark, China
Haute Provence UNESCO Global Geopark, France
Troodos UNESCO Global Geopark, Cyprus
Zhijindong Cave UNESCO Global Geopark



Dunhuang UNESCO Global Geopark, China



Haute Provence UNESCO Global Geopark, France



Troodos UNESCO Global Geopark, Cyprus



Zhijindong Cave UNESCO Global Geopark, China



Thank you for your kind attention!
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