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The Hoi An Declaration on Urban Heritage Conservation and Development in Asia
2017

Meeting in Hoi An, Viet Nam, from the 13" to the 14™ of June 2017, to participate in the
International Conference on Urban Heritage Conservation and Development held to
commemorate the 40" anniversary of the establishment of the Viet Nam National Commission
for UNESCO and to celebrate the 6" Heritage Festival in Quang Nam Province,

Benefiting from the particular context provided by the international recognition of the universal
significance of Hoi An ancient trading port inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1999 and the
international assistance and cooperation in Hoi An’s heritage restoration and preservation,

Noting the valuable progress made in preservation efforts of national and local governments in
partnership with international organizations, the private sector and local communities since the
last meetings and Declarations in Hoi An in 2003 and 2009, both on the practical conservation
of the heritage of Hoi An and other Asia’s historic districts,

Noting also the evolving conceptual framework for safeguarding historic urban districts,
particularly the importance of the intangible cultural heritage dimension that increases the
significance of urban environments, the broader context envisaged in the notion of the historic
urban landscape and the clearer understanding of the interrelationship between heritage and
sustainable development,

Referring to the international and scientific meetings organized by ICOMOS, UNESCO and
relevant international institutions, particularly those leading to the adoption of the 2011
UNESCO Recommendations for the Conservation of Historic Urban Landscapes, the UNESCO
2015 Implementation Status Report on the 2011 Recommendation, the World Heritage
Capacity-Building Strategy approved by the World Heritage Committee at its 35" session in
Paris, June 2011, the Policy on the Integration of a Sustainable Development Perspective into
the Processes of the World Heritage Convention adopted by UNESCO in November 2015,

Noting the parallel formulation and adoption of a Sustainable Development perspective under
the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,

Noting, too, the Quito Declaration on Sustainable Cities and Human Settlements for All
endorsing the new Urban Agenda adopted by Habitat Ill, the third UN Conference on Housing
and Sustainable Urban Development held in Ecuador in October 2016,



Also taking note of the major challenges and pressures brought by rampant demographic
growth, deepening social inequalities, urbanization and globalization including tourism and
infrastructure development activities, which are occurring at an increasingly rapid rate in Asia,

Thanking the host—Quang Nam Province and Hoi An City— and other organizers including the
Viet Nam National Commission for UNESCO, UNESCO and UNHABITAT Country Offices in Viet
Nam for their efforts in providing an opportunity for the fruitful sharing of knowledge amongst
international specialists, researchers, government agencies, site managers coming from Algeria,
Argentine, Australia, Cambodia, China, Costa Rica, France, Korea, Japan, Laos, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Senegal, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, and Viet Nam,

The participants of this International Conference adopt the following declaration of principles
and recommendations, addressing them to national and local authorities, institutions and
international organizations:

1. Ensure the effective and equitable conservation of Asia’s historic districts and urban
landscapes using an integrated approach and taking into account a broad conceptual
context. This context includes notably the site’s topography, geomorphology, hydrology
and natural features, its built environment, both historic and contemporary, its
infrastructure above and below ground, its open spaces and gardens, its land use
patterns and spatial organization, perceptions and visual relationships, as well as all
other elements of the urban structure. It also includes the intangible dimensions of
heritage as related to diversity and identity, such as social and cultural practices and
values.

2. Clear heritage policies and mechanisms are needed that adopt a rights-based approach
to ensure active community participation in design, management and equitable benefit
sharing. This will help to reconcile the conservation goals with social equity and the
living standards of local residents and the traditional owners and custodians of the
urban heritage elements.

3. Tourism management shall be an integral part of any conservation and management
plan for historic districts. When properly managed, tourism initiatives can contribute to
the well-being of the communities and to the conservation of historic urban areas and
their cultural heritage while maintaining economic and social diversity and the
residential function. Ensuring robust safeguards for the tangible and intangible heritage
is important for the local communities and visitors.

4. Public and private stakeholders should cooperate, inter alia, through partnerships to
ensure the successful application of policies and innovations that offer ways and means
to alleviate urban poverty and to promote social justice and human development.
Nevertheless, engaging the private sector in the conservation and promotion of heritage
shall not compromise management objectives or replace local initiatives, the authority
of the public management entities or the coherence of all heritage elements taken as a
whole.
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Given the high fragility of many wooden heritage structures, special attention and
investment are required in Asia’s historic districts for risk preparedness, prevention and
mitigation, particularly in the context of increasing climate change impacts. Equally
important, further development and investment in ecologically sensitive policies and
practices are necessary, aimed at strengthening the sustainability and quality of urban
life, particularly with regard to water and energy consumption.

The documentation and transmission of the intangible cultural heritage represented in
traditional knowledge, skills and craftsmanship should be integral parts of urban
conservation strategies. However, the promotion of use of traditional materials and
techniques including materials like wood, stone or lime shall be carried out taking into
account wider forest protection measures.

The alignment of national and local regulation frameworks with the international
commitments, regional cooperation and knowledge sharing shall be strengthened
through regular monitoring and assessment by national and local authorities and with
active introduction, support and facilitation by international organizations.

Promote the development of capacity-building measures, including assistance for
implementation of the World Heritage Convention and related instruments, including
the preparation of nomination dossiers and management plans for properties. Capacity-
building should involve the stakeholders, rights-holders and decision-makers, including
local communities, traditional owners, heritage professionals and site managers, in
order to foster mutual understanding of the historic urban approach and equitable
participation in its implementation.

Increase public awareness, involvement and support for World Heritage and other
heritage, including both its physical and intangible dimensions, through more effective
communication and engagement.

The role of local governments is crucial to create and support spaces for dialogue and
action, to plan, design, implement and monitor policies and programmes, to develop
infrastructure and to ensure that the values of heritage, diversity and creativity are
recognized for sustainable development. Comprehensive and culturally sensitive urban
development models are required to promote inclusive processes of access,
representation and participation in culture. Such a vision and approach is also the key to
achieving the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal 11: ‘Make cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’.
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TUYEN BO HOI AN VE BAO TON VA PHAT HUY GIA TRI DI SAN PO THI CHAU A
2017

Tham dy HGi thdo qudc té vé Bao ton va Phat huy gid tri cdc Do thi Di san nhan dip ky niém 40
nam thanh lap ny ban Qudc gia UNESCO va Festival Di san Quang Nam lan th 6 tai Hoi An, Viét
Nam tir ngay 13 dén ngay 14 thang 6 ndm 2017,

Nhan thirc dwoc nhitng loi thé tir sy cdng nhan cla qudc té ddi vdi cac Gia tri N6i bat Toan cau
cta thuong cang c¢d Hoi An d3 duwoc ghi danh vao Danh sach Di san Thé gidi nam 1999, va cac
hd tro va hop tac qudc té trong doi vai bao ton va trung tu di san Hoi An,

Ghi nhan nhitng budc tién quan trong trong viéc bao tén di san tai Hoi An va cac d6 thij di san
khéc trong khu vue chau A, clia cac co quan chinh phi va dia phuong trong quan hé hop tac voi
cac t6 chirc qudc té, khu vie tw nhan va cdng dong dia phuong ké tir tuyén bd HOi An ndm 2003
va 2009,

Ghi nhan khung khai niém lién tuc duoc cap nhat vé bao vé cac khu dé thij c6, dic biét 13 tim
quan trong cta khia canh di sdn van hda phi vat thé trong méi trwdng d6 thi, bdi canh rong I6n
hon nhin tir quan niém vé canh quan dé thi lich s, cling nhu nhitng hiéu biét rd rang hon vé
mai twong quan gitra di san va phat trién bén virng,

Xem xét cac ndi dung twang quan tai cic cudc hop qudc té va thdo ludn khoa hoc do ICOMOS,
UNESCO va céc co quan quéc té lién quan khac d3 té chirc, dac biét |a cac thao luan dua dén
viéc thong qua Khuyén nghi cia UNESCO ndm 2011 vé Bao tén cac canh quan db thi lich slt, Bdo
cdo ndm 2015 cta UNESCO vé tién trinh thuc hién khuyén nghi ndm 2011, Chién luvgc ndng cao
nang luc tai cac khu Di san thé gidi do Uy ban Di san Thé gidi phé duyét trong phién hop Ian thi
35 tai Paris vao thang 6 nam 2011, Chinh sach 16ng ghép quan diém Phat trién bén virng vao cac
quy trinh cta Céng udc Di san thé gidi dwoc UNESCO théng qua vao thang 11 nam 2015,

Ghi nhan viéc xay dung va théng qua cta quan diém Phat trién Bén virng twong ty doi vdi Cong
wdc 2003 cha UNESCO vé B3o ton Di san Van hda Phi vat thé,

Podng thoi ghi nhan Tuyén bd Quito gan day vé Cac thanh phé va khu dan cu bén virng cho tat
ca moi ngudi, théng nhat véi Chuong trinh Do thi mdi do HABITAT Il thdng qua, Hoi nghi Lién
Hop Qudc Ian th ba vé Nha & va Phat trién dé thi bén virng t8 chirc tai Ecuador vao thang 10
nam 2016,



Ghi nhan nhitng thach thirc va ap luc 1dn tir toc do ting trwdng dan s6, bat binh ddng x3 hoi gia
tang, do thi héa va toan cau hod bao gbm cac hoat dong phat trién du lich va co s& ha tang,
dang dién ra v&i tdc dd ngay cang nhanh & chau A,

Cam on don vi chd nha tinh Quang Nam va thanh phé Hdi An cling cdc co quan dong td chirc
bao gbm ny ban Quéc gia UNESCO Viét Nam, Van phong UNESCO va UNHABITAT tai Viét Nam,
vi nhi*ng nd lyc trong viéc tao co hdi chia sé kinh nghiém va kién thirc gitra cac chuyén gia qudc
té, cdc nha nghién cru, cdc co quan chinh phd va cdc nha quan ly di san dén tir Algeria,
Argentine, Australia, Campuchia, Trung Quéc, Costa Rica, Phap, Han Qudéc, Nhat Ban, Lao,
Nicaragua, Paraguay, Senegal, Tay Ban Nha, Thuy Si, Thai Lan, Trinidad va Tobago va Viét Nam.

Cac dai biéu tham gia Hoi thdo Quéc té nay thong qua Tuyén bé vé cac nguyén tac va khuyén
nghi sau day, huwdng tdicdc co quan va chinh quyén trung vong va dia phuong cling nhu céc té
chirc trong nwdc va quéc té:

1. Dam bao viéc bao tdn cac dd thi lich str va di san dé thi ctia Chau A mot cach cé hiéu qua
va cong bang, hudng tdi cach ti€p can toan dién va xem xét bdi canh nhan thirc rong
|&n.BG6i cadnh nay bao ham c3 dia hinh, dia mao, thdy van va cac dic diém ty nhién, moi
trudng dwoc xay dung, ca trong lich st va hién tai, co s& ha tang trén va dudi long dat,
céc khéng gian mé va vudn twgc, mé hinh sir dung dat va t6 chirc khéng gian, nhan thirc
va cac mdi twong quan thij gidc, cling nhw cdc yéu té khac thudc vé ciu tric dé thij cha
mot khu di sdn. B6i canh nay cling bao gdbm cac khia canh phi vat thé lién quan dén sy
da dang va ban sic, chang han nhu cac thyc hanh va gia tri van héa - x3 hoi.

2. Can cé cac chinh sidch va co ché rd rang, 4p dung cach ti€p can dwa trén quyén con
nguwdi nham dadm bao sy tham gia tich cuc clia cong ddng trong viéc thiét k&, quan ly va
chia sé cong bang Igi ich. Didu nay s& hd tro viéc gan két cac muc tiéu bao tdn véi cong
bang xa hdi va mirc cudc séng cla ngudi dia phuong cling nhu cac chl nhan va nhitng
ngudi quan ly truyén théng cla céc yéu t6 tao nén di san do thi.

3. Quan ly Du lich Ia mot phan khéng thé tach roi trong moi k&€ hoach bao ton va quan ly
cac dé thj lich sir. Khi dwgc quan ly mot cach phu hop, cac sang kién du lich c6 thé déng
gbp vao sy thinh vugng cla cdng dong cling nhu cdng tac bao ton tai cac khu dé thi lich
st va di san van héa lién quan, dong thoi ddm bao sy da dang vé kinh té&, xa hdi va chirc
nang cu trd. Viéc bao vé cac di sdn vat thé va phi vat thé cé vai trd quan trong déi vdi ca
cdng dong dia phuong va khach du lich.

4. Hop tac cong tu nén dugc thic day thdng qua quan hé ddi tdc nham dam bao ap dung
thanh cong céc chinh sach va sédng kién mang lai cach thirc va phuong tién gidm nghéo
do thi déng thoi thic day cong bang x3 hdi va phat trién con ngudi.Tuy nhién, viéc gan
két khu vyc tv nhan trong cong tac bao tdn va phat huy gid tri di sdn khong lam anh
hwdng dén cdc muc tiéu quan ly, thay thé cic séng kié€n dia phuong, quyén han cla céac
co quan quan ly nha nwdc cling nhu tinh théng nhat toan dién gitra cac yéu t6 di san.

5. D3&i vai cac cong trinh di sdn gd dé bj hu hai, can cé sy quan tdm va dau tw dic biét doi
v&i cac d6 thj lich s Chau A nham phong tranhva gidm thiéurli ro, dit biét trong bdi
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canh tac dong cta bién ddi khi hau ngay cang gia tang. Ngoai ra, cac chinh sach va thyc
hanh nhay cdm sinh thai can dwoc xay dung va dau tw hudng tdi tdng cudng tinh bén
vitng va chat luvgng cudc sdng dd thi, dic biét lién quan déntiéu thu nuwdc va nang
luong.

Viéc tu liéu hda va trao truyén di san van hda phi vat thé két tinh trong tri thirc va ki
nang truyén théng cling nhu nghé thd céng nén duoc coi l1a nhitng b phan khéng thé
tach roi trong cac chién luge bdo ton d6 thi. Tuy nhién, viéc khuyén khich sir dung cac ky
thuat va vat liéu truyén théng nhu gb, da hodc dd voi phai dugc thye hién hét strc can
trong, cé tinh dén cac bién phap bao vé rirng.

Tang cudng tinh lién két gitta cac quy dinh cta dia phuong va qudc gia vdi cac cam két
quéc té, hop tac khu vuc va chia sé ki€n thirc théng qua viéc gidm sat va danh gid
thudong xuyén cla céc co quan chinh quyén trung wong va dia phuong vdi sy hd tro va
tao diéu kién thuan lgi clia cac td chirc qudc té.

Thuc day cac hoat dong nang cao nang lwc, bao gdm hd tro thuc hién Cong wdc Di san
Thé gidi va cac céng cu cd lién quan, bao gdm cdéng tac chudn bi hé so dé clr va 1ap ké
hoach quan Iy di san. Viéc nang cao nang lyc can cd sy gan két vdi cac bén lién quan,
nhirng ngudi cé quyén va nhirng ngudi ra quyét dinh, bao gdbm céng déng dia phuong,
cac chd nhan truyén thdng, cac cdn bd cé chuyén mon vé di san va nha quan ly, huéng
tdi nhan thic chung vé cach ti€p can céc khu dé thj lich st cling nhu su tham gia cong
bang trong qua trinh trién khai.

Nang cao nhan thirc clia cong ching, su tham gia va dng hd Di sdn Thé gidi cling nhu céc
di san khac, bao gdbm ca céc khia canh vat thé va phi vat thé, théng qua céc cach thirc
truyén théng va gan két hiéu qua hon.

Vai trd cla chinh quyén dia phwong |3 rat quan trong trong viéc hd tro va tao ra khong
gian cho ddi thoai va hanh déng, trong céng tac lap ké hoach, thiét ké, thyc hién va gidm
sat cac chinh sach va chuong trinh, trong xay dung co s& vat chat, va nhan dién gid tri
cta di san, tinh da dang va sang tao cho phat trién bén virng. Can cé cdc md hinh phat
trién d6 thi toan dién va nhay cdm van hda nham thidc day céc quy trinh mang tinh toan
dién trong viéc ti€p can, dai dién va tham gia vao vdn héa. Tam nhin va cach tiép cin nay
cling 13 chia khéa dé dat dugc Muc tiéu phat trién bén virng SDG 11 cla Lién Hop Quéc:
“Lam cho cac thanh phdé va cac khu dinh cu trd nén toan dién, an toan, linh hoat va bén
vitng”.



