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File name:          785.pdf UNESCO Region      EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

SITE NAME  ("TITLE")     Semmering Railway

DATE OF INSCRIPTION ("SUBJECT")     5 / 12 / 1998

STATE PARTY ("AUTHOR")      AUSTRIA

CRITERIA ("KEY WORDS")      C (ii)(iv)

DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE:
22nd Session
The Committee inscribed this site on the World Heritage List on the basis of criteria (ii) and (iv):
Criterion (ii): The Semmering Railway represents an outstanding technological solution to a major physical
problem in the construction of early railways.
Criterion (iv): With the construction of the Semmering Railway, areas of great natural beauty became more
easily accessible and as a result these were developed for residential and recreational use, creating a new form
of cultural landscape.
Several delegates supported this inscription as it reflected the inclusion on the World Heritage
List of new categories of properties.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
The Semmering Railway, built over 41 km of high mountains between 1848 and 1854, is one
of the greatest feats of civil engineering of this pioneering phase of railway building. The
quality of its tunnels, viaducts and other works have ensured the continuous use of the line up
to the present day. It runs past a background of a spectacular mountain landscape containing
many fine recreational buildings resulting from the opening up of the area with the advent of
the railway.

1.b. State, province or region:   Provinces of lower Austria and Styria (the Semmering Pass
                                                  forms the  boundary between them)

1.d  Exact location:
















































































































































































	Nomination (form)
	Nomination (text)
	List of contents
	The landscape
	Legislation
	Guidelines
	The S. Railway
	The Cultural Site
	Bibliography

	Maps 
	Photos
	Evaluation (eng)
	Evaluation (fre)

