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Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Kenniscentrum Immaterieel Erfgoed Nederland

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	Dutch Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	NGO No. 90233

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Kenniscentrum Immaterieel Erfgoed Nederland
Address:

Multatulilaan 12; 4103 NM Culemborg; NETHERLANDS
Telephone number:

(030) 276 02 44
E-mail address:

immaterieelerfgoed@live.nl; info@immaterieelerfgoed.nl
Website:
www.immaterieelerfgoed.nl
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Strouken
Given name:

Ineke
Institution/position:

Director
Address:

Multatulilaan 12; 4103 NM Culemborg; NETHERLANDS
Telephone number:

(030) 276 02 44
E-mail address:

immaterieelerfgoed@live.nl; info@immaterieelerfgoed.nl
Other relevant information:



	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Just after our accreditation in 2012, the Kingdom of the Netherlands ratified the UNESCO convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Het Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / the Dutch Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage was selected as competent body to implement this UNESCO Convention in the Netherlands. We got the assignment to draw up a National Inventory of Intangible Heritage in the Netherlands. Furthermore promotion and developing programs for capacity building for the communities of ICH bearers are an important part of our work. Last but not least we foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage is a centre of expertise for the communities and also has an important advisory function to the Dutch government.  Its main task is, apart from assisting the communities and raising awareness within Dutch society, to develop safeguarding methodologies, set up a research agenda, and reflect on issues concerning intangible heritage, including issues as tourism and the safeguarding of ICH, controversial heritage (eg the discussion on Black Pete in our Saint Nicholastradition). 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Dutch Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage is the designated competent body to implement the UNESCO convention in the Netherlands. Our centre coordinates the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and also provides trainings for the communities practicing intangible heritage. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is funded by the Dutch government to do this. There is  close cooperation with The Cultural Participation Fund (FCP). The FCP aims to promote participation in the arts and culture by encouraging people to take an active part in artistic and cultural activities, and also subsidizes projects to safeguard intangible heritage.

We closely cooperate with the Meertens Institute.The Meertens Institute, established in 1926, has been a research institute of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) since 1952. The Meertens Institute studies the diversity in language and culture in the Netherlands and also documents intangible cultural heritage. The Meertens Institute is a permanent member of the independent Audit Committee of the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage that evaluates all the nominations for the National Inventory. 

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Netherlands ratified the Convention in 2012 and the first State's Periodic Report has yet to be drafted. Because of its coordinating role the Nederlands Centrum for Volkscultuur / The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage will have an important role in drafting the Periodic Report. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage coordinates the National Inventory for Intangible Heritage in the Netherlands. It is an open inventory to which elements are still being added. A system was developed in 2015 whereby all the elements on the National Inventory are evaluated every three years, including the safeguarding measures adopted. The 67 elements inscribed in 2012, 2013 end 2014 were evaluated by the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage in 2016.

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Last year, in 2016, the Kingdom of the Netherlands presented its first nomination for the International Representative List: The craft of the miller operating windmills and watermills. As can be read in the Nomination File the Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is the competent body in safeguarding this specific element of intangible heritage. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage oversaw the Nomination and presided the Working Group which was established especially for this nomination. Represented in this Working Group were the relevant community associations of Voluntary Millers, a representative of the Dutch Ministry for Culture and also the expert on mills of the Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands (responsible for the tangible heritage). The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage drafted all the texts for this nomination and also supervised the making of the video and the selection of the photographs. 

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Dutch Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage coordinates the National Inventory for Intangible Heritage in the Netherlands, which was established in 2012 in compliance with the Convention’s obligation to identify and define intangible cultural heritage elements within the national borders in cooperation with local communities. The Kingdom of the Netherlands opted for a procedure in which the communities themselves play a central role in identifying and safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. The National Inventory functions as way of involving communities in ICH safeguarding - this means that the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage collaborates with communities in all the different stages of identifying and safeguarding and supports these communities in their safeguarding efforts. Communities and/or community associations nominate elements for the National Inventory. The communities must always submit a safeguarding plan with their nomination. Since 2012, approximately 120 elements of intangible cultural heritage have been inscribed on the Inventory. It is an open inventory to which elements are still being added. A system was developed in 2015 whereby all the elements on the National Inventory are evaluated every three years in cooperation with the communities, based on the following three criteria: Does this element still represent a living tradition? What is being done by the communities to safeguard this intangible heritage element? Do the safeguarding plans need to be updated? The 67 elements inscribed in 2012, 2013 and 2014 were evaluated by the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage in 2016.

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	a. We organized several promotional campaigns and on a regular basis also participate in Fairs and Festivals, such as the popular Landleven event in the Dutch Open Air Museum, the yearly Heritage Day, the Dutch Designweek etc. in 2011/12 we organized the Year of Intangible Heritage. This campaign included a number of manifestions, exhibitions in museums, conferences, all kind of leafletts, digital newsletters, etc. For the communities we produced ready made leaflets which they could use in their own promotion campaigns.
b. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage fosters research, which is demand driven, based on feedback provided by the communities in which they tell us about their main challenges. In the Year of the crafts we adressed the issue of transmission of knowledge and skills to younger generations of craftspeople. To foster more cooperation with the academic world, the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage established a Research Fellowship Intangible Heritage Studies at Utrecht University for a period of five years, starting 1 January 2017, to develop relevant research programmes in cooperation with the communities and with other partners, such as museums. 
c.The website www.immaterieelerfgoed.nl is an important medium to facilitate access to information about ICH in the Netherlands. All the elements on the Dutch Inventory are presented on this website, including information about the intangible heritage bearers and about the safeguarding plans adopted. The Platform page is used to exchange information between communities, researchers and heritage experts and contains information about safeguarding, research and relevant policy documents.

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	a. We issue promotional leaflets and information brochures in which we present community representatives talking about their intangible heritage. These brochures and leaflets were distributed among the general public, local governments and policy makers and also to local and regional heritage institutions. Last year we made the brochure 'What is Intangible Heritage', which was distributed among policy makers, local and regional governments etc. Also a popular Q&A flyer was issued for wider audiences to test their knowledge about intangible heritage, illustrated by several examples on the Dutch National Inventory. In connection with younger people we established 'Erfgoed Jong', a group of youth representatives that stimulates youngsters in activities on ICH in connection with the National Inventory and advises us how to target youngsters in our projects.   
b. educational programs: In cooperation with the communities, the Duch Centre for Intangible Heritage has developed readymade lesson plans for schools, among them a popular comic about 'What is Intangible Heritage' and a comic about Black Pete, 'Wiede wiede wiet, wat nu met Zwarte Piet', to promote discussion and dialogue.
c. capacity building communities: The Centre organizes workshops and regular meetings for the communities on the Dutch Inventory to exchange knowledge and information. Topics addressed were for instance: how to deal with volunteers in a community association, how to make ready made lessons for schools, how to use social media to engage young people. 

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is very active in topics relating to shared ICH and especially encourages international cooperation between the community associations themselves. We participated in projects of the European Traditional Sports and Games Association and of the European Network of St. Martin Associations. In 2014 we lectured at Tilburg during a meeting of European community associations practicing Epiphany traditions.
Shared heritage is also important within the Kingdom itself, which also includes the Antilles in the Caribbean. The Netherlands include large segments of inhabitants of former colonies in the east and in the west. The Dutch Centre has organized and participated in meetings with the islands in the Caribbean and with Surinam and is now developing methodologies in how to deal with shared heritage, starting with a project on the Marrons in Surinam and in the Netherlands, in cooperation with the Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands.
International cooperation includes exchange of information on a regularly basis with NGOs in our neigbouring countries Belgium (especially with the Flemish speaking part) and Germany, to talk about joint initiatives to tackle challenges which we share. We are now preparing a joint international conference on the topic of superdiversity in the large Western-European cities. Also we exchange information with other European countries, for instance in participating in the expertmeeting organized last year by Hungary about the theme of 'National Inventories' (and ways to approach them) in which also UNESCO was involved with a lecture by Tim Curtis of the Secretariat in Paris.

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	We have participated in the Committee meetings and those of the General Assembly: 7.COM, 8.COM, 9.COM, 10.COM, 4.GA, 5.GA, 6.GA
These meeting are always prepared in advance with the Dutch delegation, to provide advisory functions for the input of the Dutch Delegation on all the topics discussed, for instance last year about the important topic of intangible heritage in conflict areas. 
As an active member of the ICH-NGO Forum we partake in the discussions about which viewpoints the ICH-NGO Forum wants to present to the Committee and the General Assembly.

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (OD 26 to 31), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012-2014)? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	Yes, for the period of one year: 2015 (10.COM). As a member of the Evaluation Body we gave our individual assessments of the nominations, took part in the discussions and helped drafting the Report of the Evaluation Body and the draft decisions on the individual files. 

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	The Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage participated in the Open ended intergovernmental working group on the ‘right’ scale or scope of an element at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris on 22 and 23 October 2012.
We have participated in delegations of the ICH-NGO Forum to talk with the Secretariat about (strengthening) the role of NGOs within this convention. On a more theoretical level we introduced the concept of Cultural Brokerage, by presenting a Dutch-Flemish international publication we made on this topic to Susanne Schnuttgen of the Secretariat during one of the ICH-NGO Forum meetings. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is very active in the ICH-NGO Forum and cooperates in the preparation of the symposiums of the ICH-NGO Forum and has acted as presenter during these conferences (two times) and as chairman of workshops. These symposiums have an important function in thinking about relevant issues discussed during the Intergovernmental Committee Meetings, and are always communicated to the Intergovernmental Committee by way of the NGO Statement and in recent years also by an oral report during the meetings of the Intergovernmental Committee. In recent years there were symposiums about eg. the cooperation between state parties and NGOs on a national level; and one on the ethics of intangible heritage safeguarding, both in which the Dutch Centre participated. 
The ICH-NGO Forum plays an important role as a network of accredited NGOs within this convention, to exchange information on safeguarding practices on an international level. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is a member of the Editorial Board of Heritage Alive which does exactly that: presenting local examples and extrapolate them to a more general level as 'good practice of safeguarding'. The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is also coordinator of the Working Group Research, that was established in Windhoek, in November 2015. The purpose of the working group is to facilitate more exchange between the practical work of the NGOs with the communities and the research of the researchers on themes like safeguarding, sustainability, diversity, ethics etc.
On an incidental basis the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage was consulted by the secretariat concerning issues accrediting NGOs from the Netherlands and in connection with an international nomination for the UNESCO list.
With its specific expertise in issues related to shared heritage and diversity, the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage will be glad to share this with the Secretariat. In meetings of the Working Group Research of the ICH-NGO Forum we introduced the topic of superdiversity and intangible heritage and are now organizing a international conference with our Belgium and German partners. Also we are well experienced in issues connected with contested or controversial heritage (Black Pete!).

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	All of the six members of our staff are fluent in English and very experienced in evaluating nominations, proposals or requests. 

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage coordinates the National Inventory of Intangible Heritage in the Netherlands and we support communities in their safeguarding efforts in all the five ICH domains. We are very experienced in helping communties in drafting, implementing and evaluating their safeguarding plans. Most of the elements on the Dutch National Inventory are in the domain of the Social practices, rituals and festive events. We have addressed topics as safeguarding religious intangible heritage in the Netherlands (on which we reported on the internet platform of Heritage Alive of the ICH-NGO Forum), cultural diversity and urbanity (on which we organized several conferences), Festive events in connection with visitor management (see for instance a special theme issue of the Dutch-Flemish scholarly magazine Volkskunde). In the Years of the Crafts (2013-2015) we organized special promotion campaigns, international conferences, capacity building projects for craftspeople etc. With the international nomination of the Craft of the Miller we want to explore the connection between tangible and intangible heritage: without a mill there is no millers craft, and without a miller and his specific knowledge and skills to operate the mill there is no spinning mill. We promote cooperation with museums and other heritage institutions and also with other sectors of cultural heritage. With Museum Catharijneconvent we developed a project to promote community involvement in museum activities in connection with ICH. With Amsterdam and Rotterdam Museum we have organized conferences about superdiversity and the role of museums in collecting and documenting ICH of descendants of migrants.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	As coordinator of the Duch National Inventory of Intangible Heritage we are experienced in evaluating nominations and in evaluating safeguarding plans. We help the communities in drafting project documents for applications for funding. On the European level we have experience in applications for the funding of international projects, such as last year for an international project on Intangible Heritage and Museums. On a national level we are experienced in drafting and evaluating policy documents and in advising local and regional governments on their policies in respect to intangible heritage. Most of the members of our staf can read English, German, French and of course Dutch.
We are Member of the Evaluating Committee of our neigbouring country Flanders, which evaluates the nominations for the Flemish inventory and in this capacity we also advise on suitable nominations of Belgium for the international UNESCO lists.
During our period in the Evaluation Body we evaluated nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, of proposed programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and of international assistance requests greater than US$100,000.
Evaluating and making SWOT analysises belong to the core business of the staff of the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage.

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Drafting synthetic texts for policy documents is mostly done in our native language Dutch. This also applies to writing synthetic texts on specific challenges for the National Inventory, to be discussed with our independent audit committee. But we have also experience on the international level. For international conferences we have drafted position papers, for instance for our own international conference on the crafts and for the upcoming international conference on superdiversity and intangible heritage. We have given several presentations about intangible heritage in the Netherlands, for instance for the international conference in Hungary about National Inventories. We have experience with drafting the ICH-NGO Forum statement for the meetings of the Intergovernmental Committee and General Assembly. The scholars in our team are experienced in writing scholarly articles in English, German and Dutch. 

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	We are highly experienced in organizing international conferences, such as for instance on the crafts, in 2014, in which we extrapolated the experiences in our own country to the international level and compare them for instance with the activities in Germany of the Zentralverband des Deutschen Handwerks, the Norwegian methodology of Action born knowledge and the French experience with the Maitre d'Art system.
The Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage is a member of the Editorial Board of Heritage Alive, the platform of the ICH-NGO Forum in which local, regional and national experiences in the field regarding safeguarding practices are discussed on an international level. We are now working for instance on the theme of Traditional Medicine, with examples of casestudies from all continents.

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Nederlands Centrum voor Volkscultuur / Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage works closely together with the National UNESCO Commissions in the Kindom of the Netherlands: of the Netherlands itself and of Curaçao, Aruba and Sint Maarten. We participated in the Capacity Building Program on Safeguarding ICH in the Dutch Caribbean and Suriname. This Capacity Building Program took place in 2013- 2016 in several sessions in Aruba, Sint Maarten and 2 times in Curaçao. It was financed through the UNESCO ICH Fund thanks to the generous contribution of the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science. The program was submitted by UNESCO Regional Office on Culture in Latin America and the Caribbean in Havana. Andrea Richards of the Kingston cluster office, supervised the program. Rieks Smeets, Eva Martinez, David Brown, Nigel Encalada and Harriet Deacon moderated the workshops, working as ICH consultants for UNESCO.There were introductory presentations by members of the staff of the Dutch Centre for Intangible Heritage.

On a national level we cooperate with the Dutch National UNESCO commission, for instance in a joint workshop on controversial heritage. With the other National UNESCO commissions in the Kingdom of the Netherlands (the NatComs of Curaçao, Aruba and Sint Maarten) we closely cooperate in connection with the Kingdom Inventory, which also includes the Caribbean part of the Kingdom. 

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

Ineke Strouken
Title:
Director
Date:
08-02-2017
Signature:



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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