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Arigatou International

ARIGATOU 

INTERNATIONAL

• Works for the rights and 

wellbeing of children

• Promotes interfaith 

collaboration and learning, 

ethics education, prayer and 

action for children, ending child 

poverty

• Headquarters in Tokyo - offices 

in Geneva, New York and 

Nairobi



Ethics Education for Children



Learning to Live Together : Ethics 

Education for Children

• An intercultural and 

interfaith framework for 

ethics education for 

children

• A pedagogical approach

to transformational 

learning

• An educational manual

with tools and resources 

for educators
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Supporting Teacher Training and Development for  

Peace-building 

• ToT for Horn of Africa

• Transformative Pedagogy 

for peacebuilding : A 

teacher guide 

ToT for Sahel and 

surrounding 

• Teacher guide for Sahel 

and surrounding 

• In country support :  Niger ( 

Burkina Faso, Mali, 

Senegal)



Ethics Education for Children

Push and pull for violent extremism

• Economic and social inequalities

• Political economies 

• Extremist views and ideology

• Exclusivist identities and demonization of the ‘other’  

• Exclusive nationalism and racism  

• Religious exclusivism ( Inter/intra) 

• Globalization  

• Internal civic wars

• Either/or – black/white thinking

• Lack of belonging – young people



Ethics Education for Children

PVE-E:  The Role of Education

• Education and schools are a microcosm of 

society 

• Responsiveness to context and push-pull 

factors of violent extremism

• Constructivist approaches to respond to these 

challenges through positive transformations

• A more holistic and systemic approaches that 

enhance capacity to learn to live together 

• Inter-cultural & Inter-faith learning, values-

based learning, local and global citizenship 



Ethics Education for Children

PVE-E:  The Role of Education

• Space for educators to reflect on own biases 

and develop positive responses. 

• Capacities in teachers, schools and community 

to address sensitivities and complexity. 

• Mainstreaming across education versus specific 

needs of at risk groups

• Whole school approaches to PVE-E

• School and community engagement. 



Ethics Education for Children

ETHICS

An essential piece of the puzzle 

?
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Source:

Global Citizenship Education : Topics and 

Learning Objectives ( UNESCO) 

Learner Attributes 



Ethics Education for Children
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RESPECT VS. RESPECT

Values-based

education

Clash of 

values



Ethics Education for Children

Next day at school she sees a boy being made fun 

of because of his religion and notices how this 

repeated discrimination is driving him to isolation. 

Jane is a 14 year old girl in a semi-urban community in Kenya.

She learned about appreciating diversity in the class room one 

day.

Later that day on TV Jane hears news about how in Europe 

people are protesting against arrival of refugees while some 

others are supportive. 

At the dinner table she hears her parents talking about 

elections and who to vote for based only on their ethnicity. 



Ethics Education for Children

Ethics

• NOT a dogmatic code or laws or norms 

• Situational and holistic approach

• Recognition of human dignity and human rights

• Relational

• Recognition of interconnectedness and Ubuntu

• Considerations for being inclusive

• Continuous reflections on impact of one’s actions 

on one self, others and environment



Ethics Education Framework



 Learning Environments

• Participatory and 

Collaborative  Learning

• Safe Learning 

Environments

• Context-sensitivity

 Transformations

• Critical thinking

• Imagination

• Conscientization
( Critical Consciousness)

• Self-driven Learning

 Collective Action

 Role-modelling

 Interconnectedness

Transformational Pedagogy



Understanding Self and Others 

Learning to Live Together



Learning to Live Together

Transforming the World Together



Learning to Live Together has…

helped address a wide range of themes, including 

prevention of violence, racism, discrimination or 

exclusion, but also youth empowerment, conflict 

transformation, reconciliation, interfaith collaboration 

and social cohesion.



Learning to Live Together

Trained more than 4,500 facilitators from 

more than 50 countries 



Learning to Live Together
areas affected by tribal issues in Kenya

Influencing National Curriculum Development

REPUBLIC OF KENYA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

State Department of Education

Regional Office

for Eastern Africa



Programme Outputs



Activity Overview 

• Training of Trainers workshop

• 3 Training workshops for 24 teachers from 

13 schools from Tana River county. 

• Development of a Teacher Activity Book 

(TAB) 

• Implementation of lessons in schools as life 

skills lessons

• Child-led projects in schools 

• Guide on mentoring child-led projects 



2015 June-Aug : Child-led Projects in Schools

Activity Timeline



Curriculum Reforms

• Training of Curriculum Developers

• Contributions to Values-Based Education 

Framework of KICD



Learning to Live Together
Empowering young people through Peace 

Clubs in Tanzania



Communities of Practice (CoP) to 

support trained facilitators

• Community of Practice as a followup mechanism to 

continue learning after initial training workshop. 

• Sharing experiences, challenges, lessons and 

innovations 

• Face to face meetings and Whatsapp Groups 

• Further trainings on specific topics 

• Coordinator for supporting and monitoring



Online courses for capacity building of educators



BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM

1. Increased capacity to manage their 

emotions and respond positively to issues that 

affect them and their communities; 

2. Stronger critical thinking and reflection about 

their relations with others and causes of 

conflicts and injustices; 



BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM

3. Increased knowledge and 

appreciation of their 

differences and similarities; 

4. Increased empathy and 

respectful relations among 

those belonging to different 

ethnic religious or socio-

economic groups; 



BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM

5. Enhanced capacity to work collaboratively 

with others across ethnic, gender and religious 

divides and propose solutions to issues that 

affect them; 

6. Perceived decrease in violent behaviors 

and increased capacity to deal with conflicts.



Recommendations

• Ethics Education as a positive approach towards 

addressing root causes of inequalities, conflicts and 

violent extremism. 

• A golden thread that can cut across the 

curriculum and through different subjects. A 

strategy for connecting curriculum, co-

curricuar learning and hidden curriculum.

• Mainstreamed peace education /PVE-E 

programmes AND targeted specific educational 

interventions for specific groups. 



Recommendations

• Engaging the local context in to the class room 

learning and engagement with local community 

through sensitive approaches. ( Context to class 

room )  

• Bring people together towards common issues of 

concern, the need to work with families, religious 

leaders, community and CSOs. ( Community 

Engagement ) 

• Need to work systematically and allow children to 

develop initiatives and work peer-to peer ( Child-led 

initiatives ) 



Recommendations

• The role of the teacher is extremely important – as 

she/he creates the safe spaces in the classroom to 

facilitate dialogue, embraces diversity and allows 

for questioning.

• Teachers having opportunity to experience, reflect 

and internalized through pre-service training, in-

service training and Communities of Practice.

• Whole school approach to peacebuilding : Staffing, 

Discipline, Administration, other activities    

.



Arigatou International Geneva: 

www.ethicseducationforchildren.org

geneva@arigatouinternational.org

suchith@arigatouinternational.org

Mr. Suchith Abeyewickreme

Ethics Education Coordinator

Thank you !

http://www.ethicseducationforchildren.org
mailto:geneva@arigatouinternational.org
mailto:suchith@arigatouinternational.org

