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Item 5.c of the Provisional Agenda:

Reports of States Parties on the use of international assistance 
from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
	Summary

Article 24.3 of the Convention provides that ‘The beneficiary State Party shall submit to the Committee a report on the use made of the assistance provided for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage’. This document covers reporting for the period from September 2013 to September 2014.
Decision required: paragraph 6


1. Article 24.3 of the Convention provides that ‘The beneficiary State Party shall submit to the Committee a report on the use made of the assistance provided for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage.’ Such international financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund is described in Chapter V of the Convention and Chapters I.4 and I.14 of the Operational Directives. The present document covers reporting for the period from September 2013 to September 2014.
2. In the past, beneficiary States Parties submitted internal reports to the Secretariat to satisfy their contractual obligations. As these reports were not intended for public dissemination and varied in the type and detail of information included, the Secretariat prepared for the eighth session of the Committee a retrospective overview of international assistance approved by the Committee or Bureau for the period from January 2008 to 1 October 2013 (document ITH/13/8.COM/6.c). At that session the Committee requested the secretariat ‘to facilitate the submission by States Parties of the reports required in Article 24.3 of the Convention’ (Decision 8.COM 6.c). In response the Secretariat prepared the ICH-04-Report Form, which has been available online since March 2014.
3. As at September 2014, there were 10 ongoing international assistance projects for an amount of US$1,338,930. In six cases, beneficiary States had reports due between the previous session of the Committee and the present session. Reports on each of these six projects are available for download, in the language in which they were submitted, at the links indicated below. 
	Project
	Beneficiary
	Period
	Report

	Establishing the national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of Belarus
	Belarus
	12/2011-10/2013
	Final report: English

	Capacity building in designing, implementing and evaluating intangible cultural heritage projects in Viet Nam
	Viet Nam
	10/2012-11/2013
	Final report: English

	Traditions and practices associated with the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda
	Kenya
	07/2011-12/2014
	Progress report: English

	Safeguarding and revitalizing the Mongolian traditional epic
	Mongolia
	06/2013-06/2016
	Progress report: English

	Inventorying the intangible cultural heritage of four communities in Uganda
	Uganda
	07/2013-03/2015
	Progress report: English

	Documentation, promotion and dissemination of the Candombe traditional drum calls, expressions of identity of the Sur, Palermo, and Cordón neighbourhoods in the city of Montevideo
	Uruguay
	09/2013-02/2015
	Progress report: English


4. Due to the fact that contracts for these projects were established before the ICH-04-Report Form was published, there was no contractual obligation for the concerned States to provide their reports using that form. During this transition period two progress reports were provided using the ICH-04-Report Form (Kenya and Uruguay), while two were not. The two completed projects were both closed at the end of 2013 before the ICH-04-Report Form was published.
5. From September 2013 to September 2014 four new International Assistance requests from four State Parties were approved, for a total amount of US$359,606, including the first ever emergency request for international assistance submitted by Mali in the amount of US$307,307. The other three concern assistance to Viet Nam (US$24,631) and preparatory assistance to Kenya (US$17,668) and Uganda (US$10,000). Africa represents US$334,975 or 93% of the amount of assistance granted during the reporting period, in line with UNESCO’s global priority Africa. To date, none of those projects have reports due; they will be provided to the Committee for its tenth or eleventh sessions, as applicable.
6. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 9.COM 5.c
The Committee,
1. Having examined document ITH/14/9.COM/5.c;
2. Recalling Article 24.3 of the Convention concerning the role of beneficiary States;
3. Expresses satisfaction that developing countries continue to be main beneficiaries of financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund and particularly those in Africa;
4. Thanks the States Parties that submitted timely progress reports for projects granted financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund;

5. Invites States Parties to use the ICH-04-Report Form when reporting on the use made of assistance provided for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage.
