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	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	Česká národní sekce CIOFF



	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	Czech National Section CIOFF

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	NGO-90141

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

Česká národní sekce CIOFF
Address:

Zámek 672, Strážnice 696 62, CZECH REPUBLIC
Telephone number:

+ 420 518 306 611
E-mail address:

cioff-czech@cioff.org; info@nulk.cz
Website:
www. cioff.cz; www.nulk.cz
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Ondrušová 
Given name:

Vlasta
Institution/position:

Czech National Section CIOFF member,delegate
Address:

Zámek 672, Strážnice, 696 62, CZECH REPUBLIC
Telephone number:

+ 420 518 306 613
E-mail address:

vlasta.ondrusova@nulk.cz
Other relevant information:



	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech National Section CIOFF (hereinafter Czech NS CIOFF) is an international non-governmental cultural organization in official partnership with UNESCO which collaborates on the implementation of basic tasks and objectives of CIOFF. Among Czech NS CIOFF members are experts from museums, universities and other cultural organisations as well as individuals. These members participate in various committees and working groups. Czech NS CIOFF task is to report annually about the situation of the traditional and folk culture in the Czech Republic as well as inform about the terms of international folklore festivals, conferences, exhibitions etc. that are usually announced on specialized websites (e. g. www.folklornisdruzeni.cz, www.lidovakultura.cz or www.folklornet.cz). Through the folklore festivals contributes to the national and international cooperation and raises awareness about the importance of safeguarding ICH. 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF is close connected with the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and  encourage also cooperation with other competent bodies that belong among important authorities safeguarding ICH , e. g. National Institute of Folk Culture, Czech Ethnological Society, Folklore Association of the Czech Republic, Wallachian Open Air Museum in Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, Department of European Ethnology (Masaryk university)Brno, Institute of Ethnology (Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic) or Moravian Museum in Brno. Mentioned bodies are competent to identify and define ICH as well as provide its documentation and inventory and submit the nominations of LHT. Several members of the Czech NS CIOFF teach at universities where the safeguarding ICH issue is embedded into the courses curriculum with regard for the future professional activity of students in the field. 

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Czech Republic did not have submitted Periodic Report yet, this task will be accomplished until the 15th of December 2015. The Report should evaluate the system of safeguarding on the local and regional level.

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF has not nominated any elements to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding but it has participated in the preparation of three nominations to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, i. e. Slovácko Verbuňk, recruit dances (inscribed in 2008); Shrovetide door-to-door processions and masks in the villages of the Hlinecko area (inscribed in 2010) and  Ride of the Kings in the south-east of the Czech Republic (inscribed in 2011). The nominations required the rank of activities, such as field research, cooperation with the communities, documentation and outlining the nomination texts of proposed elements. There has not been submitted neither the requests for International Assistance nor the proposals of Best safeguarding practices.    

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Identification and definition of ICH is one of the main tasks to develop needed inventory on the regional and national level. These inventories could constitute basis for nomination of extraordinary elements of ICH on the List. Czech NS CIOFF members cooperate with communities and individuals in the way of their participation in the field research, reviewed their efforts of safeguard the elements and provide an advisory capacity in whole process of nomination. Very important is also an involvement of volunteers who are very useful in the field research and documentation. 

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Almost 80 folklore festivals that take place all over the Czech Republic are included under auspices of Czech NS CIOFF, such as International Folklore Festival in Strážnice, Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, Ostrava, Frýdek-Místek, Plzeň, Šumperk or Brno. There are also some specialised festivals that concern specific ICH, e. g. festival of Advent and Christmas Traditions in Ostrava, Fašank festival in Strání or Bagpipe Festival in Strakonice. These festivals are connected with detailed documentation (photos, videos), with exchange of experiences and efforts to transmit the knowledge to the general public. Besides festivals there are other activities that endeavour to raise awareness of the importance of the ICH, such as accompanying exhibitions or workshops, e. g. presentation of the "Bearers of Folk Craft Tradition” during the festival in Strážnice which is connected with the workshop for visitors. Every folklore festival publishes an information booklet but there are also specialized journals, e. g. “Folklor” published by the Folklore Association of the Czech Republic.

Important part of Czech NS CIOFF task is to cooperate with local communities as well as individuals that take part in preparation of festival scenes and programmes, propagation and also active participation in the performance. E. g. Folklore Association of the Czech Republic has a network of volunteers at its disposal who participate in safeguarding ICH in specific region and present local traditions by means of folklore festivals and festivities which is the most effective way how to raise awareness of the importance of safeguarding ICH to the public.       

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	There are several folklore festivals with the CIOFF status that are concentrated on the young people, such as the International Festival of Children´s Folk Ensembles 'Písní a tancem' in Luhačovice or Childrens´Folk Festival "Kunovské léto" in Kunovice which includes the children Verbuňk dancers competition. Independent part of the International Folk Festival in Strážnice is called "Dětská Strážnice" which is specially prepared for children and their participation in the festival. Besides mentioned ones, every folklore festival pays close attention to the young generation (e. g. participation of children performers or specialized workshops).

In 1998 was established the "School of Folklore Traditions" organized by the Folklore Association of the Czech Republic in cooperation with other expert institutions (take place in Praha, Brno) which opens the two-year accredited retraining course focused on the traditional culture which is designed for unprofessional applicants. Among those who are interested in the course are mainly the heads and choreographers of the folklore ensembles or teachers of nursery, elementary and art schools.         

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF regularly cooperates with the national sections CIOFF all over the world mainly on the level of the experts and observers, who exchange their experiences in organizing the folklore festivals, deepen professional assistance and establish international contacts. Czech NS CIOFF members participated in the international conferences and seminars concerning ICH and they are also the members of consultative bodies of the festivals and are involved in the preparation of the festival programmes. 

On the sub-regional and regional level, the involvement of the volunteers is very important. Therefore Czech NS CIOFF cooperates with many centres in the Czech Republic which were established for the purpose of safeguarding traditional  culture., e. g. Folklore Association of the Czech Republic has 16 volunteers’ associations at its disposal who participate in safeguarding ICH in specific region.

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Czech NS CIOFF representative Eva Románková participated in all Intergovernmental Committee meetings and General Assembly meetings since 2011 (i.e. 6.COM in Bali, 7.COM in Paris, 8.COM in Azerbaijan, 9.COM in Paris, 4.GA in Paris and 5.GA in Paris) and also participated in  NGO forum where she represented the attitudes of Czech NS CIOFF. Contribution of Ms Eva Románková to the Committee/Assembly members was to give consultation focused on the work during the meetings and to join the discussions on the objectives of the Convention which included main safeguarding activities, such as proposals of nominations to the Representative List.

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Consultative Body or Evaluation Body (OD 26), or was it appointed in 2009 or 2010 to evaluate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List or a request for International Assistance? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	The Intergovernmental Committee did not ask the Czech NS CIOFF for serving as a member of the Consultative of Evaluation Body yet. Czech NS CIOFF has not been appointed neither to evaluate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List nor a request for International Assistance.

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	Czech NS CIOFF has not provided advisory services to the Commitee yet. For future cooperation Czech NS CIOFF could use their knowledge of the folklore area - especially traditional music and dance and other performing arts mainly in the Central and Eastern Europe. 

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF members organized international folklore festivals that include communication with many international participants, institutions and other cultural organisations. There are other activities that require the comprehension of the text and its evaluation, such as elaborating materials about extraordinary elements of ICH and drafting the nomination texts to inscribe the elements on the List. Therefore the majority of the members have a very good command of English on the written and spoken form, few members speak also French..

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Czech NS CIOFF is an international non-governmental cultural organization whose members are experts from museums and other cultural organisations as well as individuals who worked in the area of ethnology and cultural anthropology thus they deal with different ICH domains.  

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF members participate in the applications for an international research grants or financial support of the folklore festivals from the European Union. There was also cooperation with international experts in the past, e. g. with Slovakia and Hungary, therefore the preparation of necessary documents was needed.

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF members are familiar with writing texts for foreign specialized journals, thus have experience with articles, review academic books or exhibitions (mainly in English). Therefore the majority of members usually has a very good command of English in written and also in spoken form, but French is not widespread that much. 

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Czech NS CIOFF cooperates with national sections CIOFF worldwide mainly in the form of sharing and comparing their local experiences with ICH which could be put into international context, e. g. safeguarding practices, and presentation of the ICH on the folklore festivals, workshop preparations or documentation of the ICH in the field research.

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Czech National  Section CIOFF President is also the member of the Czech Commission for UNESCO and its cultural department. Czech National Section CIOFF regularly delegates its members to participate in the Intergovernmental Committee meetings as well as in the General Assembly meetings. In 2014 its collective member (the National Institute of Folk Culture) has received  the UNESCO  patronage for the purpose of the exhibition on the Ride of the Kings.   

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

PhDr. Jan Krist
Title:
President of Czech National Section CIOFF
Date:
14.1.2015
Signature:



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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