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Recommendation concerning the Promotion and Use
of Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace

© Adopted in 2003

O Provides clear guidance on steps to be taken to
advance multilingualism in cyberspace

o Reflects the hope that we placed in ICT to promote
linguistic diversity and multilingualism, including
in education



Languages in Internet

Languages

presented in
‘ Internet
) 5%
Off-line
languages

95%




=

mmmmmmmmm

SPEE

OPE

NGUAG
DS

RECOGNITIO

S398N0S 3



Vital and “strong” languages

- Strong educational arguments in favour of mother tongue (or first language) instruction

- Balance between enabling people to use local languages in learning, and providing access to
global languages of communication through education

- English is the language of science, English-speaking countries are leaders in student mobility
and staff mobility

- Strong tendency in non-Anglophone countries to move towards teaching in the medium of
English
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Will new technologies crack the language barrier
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