MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Conference theme:  ‘Transforming TVET in Seychelles: Building skills for work and life’

3rd and 4th October 2016, Seychelles 
Rationale of the conference

Over the past decade, there has been a number of initiatives regionally and internationally to leverage Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). In 2007, the African Union (AU) has developed a Strategy to revitalize TVET, and encouraged member countries to embrace the Strategy and adopt it to their own specific conditions and contexts. At the level of SADC, a Strategic Framework and Programme of Action (2012-2016) for TVET in the Southern African Region was developed in 2011. The Third International Congress on TVET held in 2012 in Shanghai, China focused on challenges faced by TVET systems. Major recommendations to be considered by governments and other TVET stakeholders in UNESCO’s Member States are the need for enhancing the relevance of TVET, expanding access and improving quality and equity, adapting qualifications and developing pathways, improving the evidence base, strengthening governance and expanding partnerships, increasing investment in TVET and diversifying financing and advocating for TVET. At the global level, the international community is focusing on the new 2030 education agenda which corresponds to the proposed Sustainable Development Goal (SDG). The main targets related to TVET and Skills are to ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable  quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, and that all youth and adults have relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills for employment, decent work and entrepreneurship.
In order to be more responsive to these challenges, UNESCO has launched a recent TVET Strategy 2016-2021 with the aim of supporting the efforts of Member States to enhance the relevance of their TVET systems and to equip all youth and adults with the skills required for employment, decent work, entrepreneurship and lifelong learning. In line with this new Strategy, a UNESCO Regional Forum for Eastern Africa was held in Seychelles this year with the principal objective to identify and share potential promising practices and successful innovations in skills development programmes for youth in the region, addressing key issues such as unemployment, migration and marginalization. Major recommendations for regional cooperation are the development of quality assurance mechanisms, enhancing the quality of TVET teacher training, strengthening the teaching of entrepreneurship, basic and generic skills in TVET, facilitating transition to self-employment, developing and strengthening partnerships with the private sector, developing and strengthening funding mechanisms for youth enterprise start-ups. 
To embrace these challenges and recommendations, TVET in Seychelles has recently been given some impetus through the Education Reform Plan 2009 -2010, and is currently an important component of the Education Sector Medium-Term Strategic Plan 2013-2017 and Beyond. The overall goal of this important area of education is to provide an efficient and effective TVET teaching and learning experience that is responsive to the economic climate. This will be achieved by providing opportunities for the development of a multi-skilled and flexible workforce with a sound educational background and appropriate employment-related skills/competencies and attitudes acquired through meaningful learning/training pathways, in particular between the secondary and tertiary sub-sectors, which will benefit from continuous employment opportunities and contribute to sustainable development.
Cognizant of these challenges, opportunities and recent developments in TVET, this year a TVET Working Group has been set up to spearhead the re-positioning, re-vitalizing and re-strategizing of TVET as an integral component of education and training, in particular from Secondary one (S1) to Secondary five (S5) to better meet the learner competency requirements of Professional Centres, skills and entrepreneurial needs of the labour markets.  To further consolidate this strategic intervention and in a bid to institutionalize and promote the qualitative development of TVET in Seychelles, the Ministry of Education is organizing a TVET conference under the theme ‘Transforming TVET in Seychelles: Building skills for work and life’ as a follow up to the TVET UNESCO Regional Forum for Eastern Africa held in Seychelles from 16th to 18th March 2016.
Objectives of the conference
In an effort to leverage and improve the image of TVET in Seychelles and to significantly increase the participation of key stakeholders and providers in such a process, the objectives of the conference are to:
1. Further raise awareness on the importance of TVET in building skills for life;
2. Sensitize participants on the international perspectives of TVET and implications for Seychelles;
3. Share research findings and success stories on TVET locally and internationally;
4. Discuss implications of the conference for TVET governance, leadership and policy formulation;
5. Share and validate the recommendations of the TVET Working Group on the strategic direction for further TVET development in Primary and Secondary Schools.
Expected Results
1. A shared understanding of the critical issues related to TVET as a sub-sector and cross-cutting theme of the MTS 2013-2017 and beyond;
2. Inputs from stakeholders to contribute towards the formulation of an integrated TVET policy with related instruments for further development of TVET at the level of school and Professional Centre are considered; 

3. Mechanisms and strategies for promoting public-private partnership in TVET to enhance competencies for employability, entrepreneurship and business creation are identified and established;

  4. Recommendations pertaining to the proposed TVET strategic framework, governance and leadership, curriculum and training approach and financing of TVET at the level of primary and secondary education are integrated into TVET plan of actions.
Participants and partners
The Conference is expected to draw about 150 participants comprising TVET stakeholders and partners such as government organizations/agencies, private sector, employers, policy analysts, teachers, lecturers, students, Professional Centre Board members and Directors, School councils and officials from the Ministry of Education.
Date and Venue

The Conference will be held on the 3rd and 4th October, 2016 in Seychelles.

Proposed Programme for the Conference
Monday 3rd October 2016 
3.00 – 4.00 pm  
· Address and Official Opening of the Conference by Minister Macsuzy 

             Mondon, Minister for Education

· Keynote Address entitled “Global developments and their 

             implications for TVET in Seychelles” by Mr. Hugh Guthrie, 
             Honorary Fellow, Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia

Tuesday 4th October 2016

 8:30 am - 10:00 am 
· Presentation (1):  “UNESCO TVET Strategy 2016 – 2021” by Representative of TVET from UNESCO 

· Presentation (2): “Re-vitalizing and Re-strategising of TVET as an integral component of Education and Training from primary to secondary 5 – Recommendations for Action” by Mr. Selby Dora. 
· Presentation (3): “An exploration of TVET governance practices in Tasmania to inform the development of TVET system in Seychelles” by Mr. Jean Alcindor.
10.00-10.30 am   Refreshments

10:30 -1:00 pm   Group work 

1.00 – 2: 00 pm   Lunch

2:00 – 4: 00 pm
· Group work presentation & plenary
· Closing Remarks by Mrs. Merida Delcy, Principal Secretary Early Childhood, Primary & Secondary Education

