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GENERAL INFORMATION
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1
SECOND EXTRAORDINARY SESSION



In September 2007, during its second ordinary session, the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage accepted the invitation of the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria to host the second extraordinary session of the Committee. It will be held in Sofia, Bulgaria, from 18 to 22 February 2008. All relevant information and the documents for the session are available at the following address:  

www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/2EXTCOM/
1.1
Host country organizers

Organizing Committee:

H.E. Mr Stefan Danailov

Minister of Culture
Ministry of Culture

H.E. Mr Todor Tchourov
Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

President of the Bulgarian National Commission for UNESCO

H.E. Mrs Irina Bokova

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Bulgaria to France

Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria in Paris

1, av. Rapp, Paris 75007

Tel
+ 33145518590

Fax
+ 33145511868

Mrs Deana Danailova

Director

Ministry of Culture

Tel
+359/2/9400 910
Fax
+359/2/9873658

E-mail  d.danailova@mc.government.bg
Mrs Roumiana Mitreva

Secretary General of the Bulgarian National Commission for UNESCO Ministère des Affaires Etrangères

Tel
+359/2/9482223
Fax
+395/2/0733341


E-mail
rmitreva@mfa.government.bg
Mr Christo Drumev

Director-General

Congress Centre – Palais National de la Culture

Tel        +359/2/916 6830

Fax       +359/2 /865 7053

E-mail
  drumev@ndk.bg
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Bulgaria to UNESCO 

Mrs Vesselina Ivanova


Deputy Permanent Delegate


Tel 
+331 45683402

Fax 
+331 47833452

E-mail  dl.rep-bulgarie@unesco.org
Contact Persons responsible for the meeting logistics

Mrs Penny Raeva

Deputy Director-General

Congress Centre – Palais National de la Culture

Tel         + 359/2/916 6882

Fax        + 359/2/865 7053

E-mail    penny@ndk.bg
Mrs Zdravka Dimitrova

Director-General

International Congress Company

Tel
 + 359/2/892 08 08

Fax
 + 359/2/892 08 00

E-mail
  zdimitrova@cic.bg
1.2
Venue and dates

The second extraordinary session of the Committee will be held from Monday, 18 to Friday, 22 February 2008 in Sofia, at the Congress Centre - National Palace of Culture. Located in the heart of Sophia it is one of the symbol of the city and the biggest exhibition and congress centre in Bulgaria.
Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture
1, Place Bulgaria

Sofia 

Bulgaria

www.ndk.bg
1.3
Related events

The Bulgarian Organizing Committee organizes the following events. Further details will be made available later.
Monday, 18 February 2008:
Concert and Welcome Reception in the “Ivan Vazov” National Theatre

Thursday, 21 February 2008:  
Reception in the National History Museum

Friday, 22 February 2008:  
Visit and Concert in the “St. Alexandre Nevski“ Cathedral (to be confirmed)

Saturday, 23 February 2008:  
Excursion, Plovdiv and the Batchkovo Monastery

1.4
Registration 

All participants are encouraged to pre-register through the UNESCO Secretariat to ensure the preparation of a provisional list of participants.  Please send to enclosed registration form (Annex B) duly completed to Mrs Samira Zinini (s.zinini@unesco.org), before 31 January 2008. 

From 12 a.m. on 17 February 2008], participants may register at the reception desk located at the A5 entrance of the Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture, Sofia. Each participant shall be given a badge as well as documents and information concerning the Committee session. 

1.5
Security
Badges are not transferable. For security purposes, participants are kindly requested to wear their badges at all times during meetings and related activities.  Access to the meeting will be refused to any individual who is not officially authorized or who uses a badge improperly. 

2.
TRAVEL VISA, AIRPORT ARRIVAL AND TRANSPORTATION
2.1
Travel visa and insurance
On 1 January 2007, Bulgaria adhered to the European Union.  European Union nationals do not need a short- or long-term visa: they may enter and stay in Bulgaria with a valid passport or national identity card for a period of up to three months, without any formality.  Beyond that period, within a delay of three months of their entrance date to Bulgarian territory, they must contact the Immigration Service of the Ministry of the Interior to obtain an extended resident permit, issued on the same day the request is made. 

For all information concerning visas or other entry formalities for Bulgaria, please contact the Bulgarian Consular of your city/country directly.  The letter from UNESCO addressed to all Member States of UNESCO may be used when applying for a visa. The ministries concerned in your country may also issue a letter of confirmation as an attachment. UNESCO does not provide personal letters of invitation and only the Bulgarian authorities may determine whether a visa is granted. Each participant is required to hold a valid passport, and obtain a visa and entry authorization for Bulgaria.
No visa will be delivered at the airport. 
Participants are recommended to obtain travel insurance coverage prior to arriving in Bulgaria.

2.2
Airport arrival and liaison

Sofia airport is located 10 km south-east of the city. It has two terminals: the new Terminal 2 in use since December 2007 for the majority of flights. Terminal 1 accommodates charter flights and companies operating low-cost flights. 

Upon your arrival at Sofia airport, collect your luggage and go through the «Customs » area to the airport exit. 

A welcome desk at Sofia Airport will be opened by the Bulgairian Orgianizing Committee to assist delegates upon their arrival (16 February 2008, as of 2.00 pm) and their departure (22, 23 and 24 February 2008). 

It is essential that participants inform the UNESCO Secretariat of their itinerary, the dates and time of arrival and departure, their flight numbers, their names and countries of origin. Those participants wishing for organized transfer from and to the airport are invited to indicate this in the form “Flight information and participation in excursion” (Annex C), to be sent before 8 February 2008, to Mrs Samira Zinini (s.zinini@unesco.org).
Taking a taxi from the airport is another solution.  The taxis are found next to the airport building and, depending upon traffic conditions, take between 30-40 minutes to reach the hotels.
3.
RECOMMENDED HOTELS 

The Bulgarian Organization Committee recommends the eight hotels indicated, located closely to the Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture in Sofia. The indicated accommodation rates in these hotels are preferential for the participants to the session of the Committee.  
Participants should not make direct reservations to any of these hotels, but only, before 8 February 2008,  through 

Mrs Zdravka Dimitrova 
Tel 
 
+ 359 2 892 08 08

Fax 
 
+ 359 2 892 08 00

E-mail
 
zdimitrova@cic.bg ou dzafirova@cic.bg
All participants are responsible for their own costs, including accommodation, and other expenses, such as telephone, facsimile, laundry, etc. during their stay. 

	Hotel/ Hôtel


	Single Standard 

Room/ Chambre Single Standard
	Single Deluxe 

Room/Chambre 

Single De luxe
	Double Standard Room /

Chambre Double 

Standard 
	Double Deluxe Room /Chambre Double de luxe

	Hilton *****
	 ( 215 €
	( 275 €
	( 240 €
	( 295 €

	Grand Hotel Sofia *****
	( 195 €
	( 225 €
	( 220 €
	( 250 €

	Downtown ****
	( 140 €
	( 205 €
	( 160 €
	( 225 €

	Festa Barcelo ****
	( 120 €
	( 160 €
	( 140 €
	( 180 €

	Les Fleurs ****
	( 120 €
	( 185 €
	( 130 €
	( 190 €

	Kolikovski ****
	( 110 €
	( 135 €
	( 120 €
	( 145 €

	Rodina****
	
	( 80 €
	
	( 90 €

	Hemus ***+
	
	(  60 €
	
	(  75 €


[image: image36.jpg]



Hilton [image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sofiahotels.net/images/star3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sofiahotels.net/images/star3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sofiahotels.net/images/star3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sofiahotels.net/images/star3.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.png]


 

Boulevard “Bulgarie” 1, 
Sofia 1421

www.hilton.bg
Located in the city centre and 5 minutes 
walking distance from the Congress Centre, 
the perfect business hotel with easy access
 to the shopping area of Sofia. Internet access.

Grand Hotel Sofia [image: image6.png]
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1 “Gourco” Street, 
Sofia 1000

www.grandhotelsofia.bg
The most recent business hotel in Sofia, 
located in the city centre, 15 minutes 
walking distance from the Congress Centre. 
It combines the best Bulgarian 
traditions – warmth and hospitality 
with a guaranteed high level of service 
and facilities to satisfy the most demanding 
of clients.  For business clients, the hotel offer : 
voice mail, direct telephone access and high speed Internet access.
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Boulevard “Vassil Levski” 27, 
Sofia 1040
www.hotel-downtown.net
Located in the city centre, some 300 meters 
from the Congress Centre – National Palace 

of Culture and close to the large financial, 
cultural and business areas, shopping centres 
and tourist attractions.  Each room has 
LAN and Wifi connection to Internet.
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Boulevard “Vitosha” 21, 

Sofia 1000

www.lesfelurshotel.com
Located in the main avenue of Sofia, close to 
the cultural, business and shopping areas of 
Sofia, Les Fleurs Hotel is a few minutes walking 
distance from the Congress Centre – National 

Palace of Culture. The hotel is attractively decorated, 
with caring service and an interesting combination 
of comfort and facilities in the floral style. 
WIFI Internet in all the rooms.
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46 “Hristo Belchev” Street
Sofia 1000
www.kolikovski.com
Located some 400 metres from the Congress 
Centre - National Palace of Culture and close 
to the most attractive commercial street of 
Sofia - "Vitocha" boulevard with its boutiques,
luxury cafés, restaurants and pubs, 
the Boutique Kolikovski Hotel was conceived to 
respond to the most demanding of holiday and 
business clients. Free Wifi connection to Internet 
available in the reception area.
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Boulevard “Kniaz Boris I” 8, 
Sofia 1606


            www.rodina.bg
Hotel Rodina is the highest four stars 
hotel in Sofia, located at 20 minutes walking 
distance from the Congress Centre – National 

Palace of Culture and the center of the city. 
Internet connexion is available in the Business 

Centre located on the ground floor as well 

as in De Luxe rooms. 
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Boulevard “Bulgarie” 83, 
Sofia 1404
www.festabarcelosofia.com
The excellent Hotel Festa Barcelo is part of 
the World Hotel Group Barcelo Hotels & 
Resorts and located at the foot of Vitocha Mountain, 
and is only 10 minutes by car from the Congress 
Centre.  All the rooms have Ethernet LAN / 
Internet Wifi available.
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+

Boulevard “Cherni Vrah” 31, 
Sofia 1421

www.hemushotels.com
The Hotel Hemus is located only 500 metres from 
the Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture 
and the administrative and cultural city centre of 
Sofia. It offers a fantastic panoramic view of the 
city of Sofia and the Vitosha Mountain. 
Internet connection is available at the Business Centre of the hotel.

4.
EXCURSION

On  Saturday, 23 February the participants are invited* by the Bulgarian Organizing Committee to discover the second city of Bulgaria – Plovdiv, located between three hills in the Traques Plain through which the calm and gentle Maritza River flows. Plovdiv is not only a large industrial and administrative centre, but also an antique cultural crossroads between East and West. The city of Plovdiv is a veritable historical and cultural treasure dating back 24 centuries, perfectly conserved. There are numerous brilliant examples of the Bulgarian National Renaissance period. 

The visit of the Ethnographical Museum, the churches and the street of craft workshops and popular art – the main monuments of the old city of Plovdiv, shall be followed by a lunch and then departure to visit the Bachkovo Monastery. 

The Bachkovo Monastery, one of the oldest monasteries in the country, is located in the picturesque Chaya River Valley, 29 km south of the city of Plovdiv. Founded in 1083, the Monastery is famous for its original architecture, its rich collection of icons, jewelry and ancient coins and church plate. The Monastery was destroyed by the Turks in the 14th century AD, and rebuilt a century later.  The most famous treasure of the Monastery is a miraculous icon of the Madonna that, according to legend, cures the sick.
Those delegates wishing to participate in this excursion are invited to indicate it clearly in the Form “Flight information and participation in excursion” (Annex C).
* The guided visits, transport and lunch are offered. 

5.
CONFERENCE SERVICES AND FACILITIES

5.1
Public office area for participants
The Bulgarian Organizing Committee will make an area available for the participants in the Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture. The space will be equipped with computers (with Internet access) and printing facilities. Technical assistance will be made available. 

5.2
Medical services
Medical services will be available at the meeting venue during the sessions. 

5.3
Restaurant services
The Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture proposes the following options:

· Restaurant “Forum” 
· Restaurant “Sky Plaza” – the restaurant is located on the top floor of the National Palace
· Restaurant “Continental Plaza” – the restaurant is located at the back of the National Palace
Outside the Congress Centre  - National Palace of Culture, several small restaurants and food kiosks are located very closely.  
6
GENERAL INFORMATION 

6.1
Brief introduction to Sofia
The nation’s capital since 1879, and seat of the province of Sofia, the city of 1.2 million inhabitants is the main administrative and commercial centre of the country, as well as a centre of the steel, metallurgy, mechanical and textile industries. A university town since 1888, its St. Clement of Ohrid University is the oldest and most prestigious. Its residents, the Sofiotes, are 14% of the country’s population, and Sofia is situated in the west of Bulgaria, not far from its border with Serbia. The city (Sofia-Grad) is one of 28 oblasti (regions) of Bulgaria.

Sofia has been witness to all of the historical periods, from antiquity to today, that have been part of and contributed to the cultural and political development of Bulgaria. One has only to walk down the main streets of the city and see its buildings to discover there the traces of all of these historical and cultural epochs and of each civilization that once played a role in the formation of its identity, its cultural heritage and the richness of traditions of the Bulgarian nation. 

To the south of the city is the massif of Vitosha (elevation 2290 metres, Black Peak), a favorite destination of Sofiotes. Some 50 km north of the city, the Balkan mountains begin, a range that extends across the country from east to west, 50 km wide, dividing the country into two. Through the city flows the Iskar river, a tributary of the Danube.

Sofia is home to many cultural institutions such as the SS. Cyril and Methodius National Library and numerous museums including the Archeological Museum in the Ancient Mosque of Bujuk Dschamija, dating from 1474, the National Gallery of Art in the former tsar’s palace, or the Museum of Natural Sciences established in 1889. Ancient buildings, especially religious ones such as the churches of St. George and St. Sofia, and the Mosque of the Baths, are adjacent to neo-classical structures and those built in the Communist period (the Party House, Balkan Hotel, and others). The Cathedral of St Alexander Nevski, the largest cathedral in the Balkan Peninsula, is also in Sofia, not far from the National Assembly. 

6.2 Local transportation

During the stay of the delegates in Bulgaria, the organizers have arranged the following transportation facilities: 

1. Organized transfer by coach each morning before the beginning of the sessions from the more distant hotels to the Congress Centre and return at the end of the sessions.
2. Organized transport for all the related events organized outside the Congress Centre.

3. Organized transfers from Sofia airport and return for all those delegates who indicated this in the section “Transfers” in the form “Flight information and participation in excursion” (Annex C).

6.3
Currency
The money in use is the lev, (plural : leva) / BGN (international abbreviation), divided into centimes (stotinki). 

The euro will be adopted in 2009.

1€ for 1,955 BGN and 1US$ for 1,324 BGN. 

Since January 1, 2004, there is a cash limit of 5,000 to 8,000 levas (approx. 4 000 euros) on the amount of currency that may be brought into the country and taken out. A simple declaration is required for amounts of 8,000 to 25,000 levas.
VISA and Mastercard credit cards are accepted in hotels and most of the restaurants
If you need to change money, you may use the exchange service of your hotel and those of the two major banks near the Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture: 

Reifiezenbank – 3, Christo Stambolski “ Street, Sofia 1463

Postbank- 1, Place Bulgarie ” , Sofia 1000

The Exchange rate in January 2008  is approximately
1.00 Euro      
               =       1. 95583 BGN

Euro                                        Bulgaria leva 

1 EUR = 1.95583 BGN           1 BGN = 0.511311 EUR

1,00 USD                       =      1.32375 BGN

United States Dollars                  Bulgaria Leva     

1 USD = 1.32375 BGN          1 BGN = 0.755431 USD

6.4. Driving licence
In conformity with European Regulations
6.5
Postal services
A post office is situated in the underground passage of the Congress Centre – National Palace of Culture. 

Opening hours:

Monday to Friday, from 08:30 am to 06.00 pm 

6.6
Telephone

International code for Bulgaria : +359, followed by the city code, (0)2 for Sofia, (0)32 for Plovdiv.
6.7
Electricity

The power supply is 220V (volts), no adaptor is required with regard to French electrical plugs.

6.8
Local time
Local time for Sofia is UTC/GMT +02:00

6.9 
Weather
Essentially continental climate with warm summers (average temperature of 23°C) and dry (rain mainly at the beginning of the summer) and cold winters (average temperature of -1,3°C).  The winter in Bulgaria is generally stronger that in other European countries of the same latitudes. Snows falls practically all winter and snow coverage in Sofia is around 10-20 cm. The City of Sofia is located in a valley surrounded by mountains which brings also occasional fog. 
ANNEX A :
Provisional Agenda and Programme of activities

	Monday 18 February 2008

	As from 8.00 
	Registration 

	10.00 -11.30
	Opening of the session 

	11.30 – 13.00
	Committee session

	13.00-14.30
	Lunch break

	14.30 -18.00 
	Committee session

	
	Concert and Reception, National Theatre  “Ivan Vazov”*

	Tuesday 19 February 2008

	9.30 -10.00
	Bureau meeting

	10.00 -13.00
	Committee session

	13.00 -14.30
	Lunch break

	14.30 -18.00
	Committee session

	Wednesday 20 February 2008

	9.30 -10.00
	Bureau meeting

	10.00 -13.00
	Committee session

	13.00 -14.30
	Lunch break

	14.30 -18.00
	Committee session

	Thursday 21 February 2008

	9.30 -10.00
	Bureau meeting

	10.00 -13.00
	Committee session (if necessary)

	
	Reception, National Museum of History*

	Friday 22 February 2008

	9.30 -10.00
	Bureau meeting

	10.00 -13.00
	Committee session

	13.00 -14.30
	Lunch break

	14.30 -18.00
	Committee session

	
	Visit and Concert, St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral (to be confirmed)*

	Saturday 23 February 2008

	
	Excursion, Plovdiv and the Monastery of Batchkovo**


ANNEX B:
Registration Form for the second extraordinary session (18-22 February 2008)
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This form can be completed manually or electronically Ce formulaire peut étre rempli manuellement ou
and should be returned before 31 January 2008 to électroniquement et doit étre renvoyé avant le 31 janvier 2008
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REPRESENTATIVE OF / REPRESENTANT D'UN(E)

(" State Member of the Committee / Etat membre du Comité : H*

(" State Party to the Convention / Etat partie a la Convention : H*

(" State not party to the Convention! / Etat non partie ala Convention! : |-
(" Permanent observer mission'/Mission permanente d'observation’

(" United Nations (or Organization of the UN system) /Nations Unies (ou organisation du systéme des N.U.)
(" Intergovernmental orgzmization1 (other than UN) / Organisation intergouvernementale (autre que N.U.)1
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(" Other? / Autre?

lAm‘ham{ed 1o participate as observer upon written vequest to the Secvetavial (the submission of the present form can be considered as such)
[ Autorisé & participer comme observateny sur demande érvite an Secvétariat (la soumission du présent formulaire pent faire office)

2Please refer to decision 2.COM 4. [ Merci de vous référer & la décision 2.COM 4

PERSONAL DATA / INFORMATIONS PERSONNELLES

C Ms/ Mme Family name / Nom de famille Personal name / Prénom
C Mr/M. H
Organization Nat%onal?t}j
Organisation Nationalité

Passport number
NP° de passeport

Title and function

Titre et poste C diplomatic / diplomatique
Address/Adresse Passport / Passeport (" service
(professional or personal / (" standard / ordinaire
professionnelle ou personnelle)
Issuer
Délivré par
E-mail / Courriel Expires
Expiration
Tel. office - — Format: 2012-01-31
p one number forman
Tél. bureau 433 (0) 45 45 54
. where + 33 is the conntyy code |
Mobile / Portable Format de n° de téliphone
*\55 (0) 45 45 54 Preferred language / (" English
Fax ok +37 est s codk peys Langue de préférence ( Francais

E-mail : s.zinini(z, unesco.org
CONTACT : Telephone / Téléphone : +33 (0)1 45 68 47 04

UNESCO CLT/CIH/ITH 75732 Paris Cedex 15 Fax - +33 (0)1 45 68 57 52
FRANCE .
http:/ /www.unesco.org/ culture /ich

1 rue Miollis

Wers: 2EXTCOM 0.1




ANNEX C:
Form “Flight information and participation in excursion”
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Ms Saanica ZININT by e-smail [+ zinini@nsesca.ocel, 4 Mone Saasica ZININT pas e-mail [ sinini@usesco.orgl.

by fax [+33 (0)1 45 68 57 52] oz hasd copy. pa fix [+33 (0)1 45 65 57 52] o ea copie papiss.

PERSONAL DATA / INFORMATIONS PERSONNELLES

CMs/Mme O Me/M. Nadonalicy

Family name. Nadonalicé

Nom de famille Tide snd funcrion

Bistname Titce o poste
Prénom

FLIGHT INFORMATION / INFORMATIONS SUR LES VOLS

. e T Dave and time
ival / N° de vol Date et horaire
. Fighn® Dace and ime

Jeparture / Départ 3
Departure / Départ  no3e oy Date o horaite

TRANSFERS / TRANSFERTS

The Bulgarian Organization Committes provides aansfer from and o the sirport for 2 cost of
Le comité d'organisation bulgare propose le transfert depuis et vers I'aéroport pous un corit de 17 Euros pa tajst

17 Eusos each way

Transfer o hotel / Transfert vers I'hétel (O Yes / Oui ('No /Non
Teansfer o sitport / Transfert vers I'séropore (O Yes / Oui ("No / Non

ACCOMMODATION / HEBERGEMENT

Reserved Horell Fox mose detadl oa hotel, plesse consil websic indictad below
‘Horel réservs| Pone phus de détals sue les hévels, venilles consnltes 1 page
intesnet indiqode plus e

EXCURSION - 23 February / février 2008
organized by the Bulgarian Organization Committee / organisée par le Comité d'organisation bulgare

il pasicpare to the excursion. Progamune:
c v and the Barchkovo monastery

(- will not participae to the excursion  Plovdlv et le Monastére de Batchkovo

pardcipera 4 l'excursion Plov

ne pasticipera pas & l'excussion

CONTACT
UNESCO CLT/CIH/ITH

Teleplons

FRANCE
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