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	Message from Mr Koïchiro Matsuura,
Director-General of UNESCO,
on the occasion of the second extraordinary session 
of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Sofia, Bulgaria, 18 February 2008


As I am in Qatar when the second extraordinary session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage opens, I should like to convey my wishes to you from afar for a successful meeting.

I am pleased that Bulgaria is hosting this session. The intangible cultural heritage is recognized here for its full worth by the national authorities and the general population alike. The 2005 proclamation of the Bistritsa Babi from the Shoplouk region as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity was a particularly fitting mark of international recognition.

As you already know, this session of the Committee will be a decisive one: it is the final step before the next General Assembly of the States Parties, which will be asked to adopt the draft operational directives for the implementation of the Convention.

It is only then that the Convention shall become fully operational and the process of inscription on the two lists of the intangible heritage can be launched, resulting we hope in the first inscriptions in 2009.

The decisions that you take shall thus have considerable consequences in the future.

I should once again like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Republic of Bulgaria for its generous hospitality, and I wish you all a very successful session.

Koïchiro Matsuura
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