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Annex 3: 
Working Group on Cultural Diversity 

The Working Group on Cultural Diversity (ARGE) was set up at the Austrian 
Commission for UNESCO to encourage the active participation of civil society in 2004.  
Since then the Working Group constitutes the main platform for dialogue and exchange 
between all players on all levels (including experts, artists, cultural workers and their 
interest groups, as well as representatives of the federal and province governments) on 
matters relating to the Convention.  

Fields of activities encompass (1) sharing and exchange of information, (2) providing 
expertise and know-how on cultural policy developments to public authorities, (3) 
organising awareness-raising activities and (4) monitoring the implementation process 
as well as developing concrete proposals on how to further this implementation 
process. In 2006 it joined the European Coalitions for Cultural Diversity. The Working 
Group is realized with financial support by the Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and 
Culture. 

The Working Group is chaired by Bernhard Perchinig.  

 

Members: 

Presidency:  

University of Vienna 
Mr. Bernhard PERCHINIG, Chair 
http://human-rights.univie.ac.at/en/home/  

österreichische kulturdokumentation: internationales archiv für kulturanalysen 
(austrian cultural documentation. international archive for culture analysis) 
Mrs. Veronika RATZENBÖCK, Vice-Chair 
http://www.kulturdokumentation.org/eversion/indexframe.html  

Federal Level:  

Federal Ministry for Education, the Arts and Culture 

Culture Divison, Department for bi- and multilateral cultural affairs 
Mr. Norbert RIEDL / Mrs. Anna STEINER   

Culture Division, Department for EU cultural affairs 
Mrs. Kathrin KNEISSEL / Mrs. Aleksandra WIDHOFNER BMUKK 

Arts Division, Film department 
Mrs. Barbara FRÄNZEN / Mrs. Brigitte WINKLER-KOMAR 

Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs 
Department for multilateral cultural policy affairs, UNESCO 
Mrs. Elke ATZLER / Mr. Clemens MANTL 

Federal Ministry of Justice 
Department for Copyright, Antitrust and Land rights 
Mr. Christian AUINGER  
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Province Level:  

Government of Vienna  
Mr. Franz SCHULLER  

Government of Lower Austria  
Mr. Eugen SCHERER / Martin GRÜNEIS  

Government of Burgenland  
Mr. Josef TIEFENBACH / Jakob PERSCHY  

Government of Upper Austria  
Mr. Reinhard MATTES / Alexander JALKOTZY  

Government of Salzburg  
Mrs. Monika KALISTA / Christian HALLER  

Government of Styria  
Mrs. Gabriele RUSS / Christiane KADA  

Government of Carinthia  
Mrs. Erika NAPETSCHNIG  

Government of Tyrol 
Mr. Benedikt ERHARD  

Government of Vorarlberg  
Mr. Werner GRABHER  

Experts, artists, cultural workers and their interest groups:  

State-approved Association of Authors, Composers and Music Publishers (AKM) 
Mr. Gernot GRANINGER  
http://www.akm.at/Service/Forms_and_Infos_in_English/  

IG Kultur Österreich 
(Austrian Association for independent and autonomous cultural work) 
Mrs. Elisabeth Mayerhofer / Mrs. Gabriele GERBASITS  
http://igkultur.at/lingua/english  

Music Information Center Austria (MICA)  
Mrs. Sabine REITER 
 http://www.musicaustria.at/en  

Centre of Competence for Art- and Culture Law  
Mr. Stephan NISTLER 
http://kunstundrecht.uni-graz.at/   

International Music – Media Center (IMZ)  
Mr. Franz PATAY  
http://www.imz.at/  

Austrian Association of Free Radio Stations   
Mr. Robert Suchar  
http://www.freie-radios.at/  

Austrian Filmmakers Association  
Mrs. Maria Anna KOLLMANN  
http://www.filmschaffende.at/index.php?lang=19 
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EU-XXL film. Forum for European Film    
Mrs. Mercedes ECHERER  
http://eu-xxl.at/default.asp?lid=2 

Austrian Union of Art, Media, Sports and Freelance Workers  
Mr. Peter Paul SKREPEK  
http://www.gdg-
kmsfb.at/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=C01B/Page/Index&n=C01_81.8  

Austrian Association of Independent Theatre 
Mrs. Sabine KOCK / Mrs. Sabine PROKOP 
http://www.freietheater.at/?page=kulturpolitik&id_language=2 

Austrian Cultural Council 
Mrs. Sabine KOCK  
http://www.kulturrat.at/ 

Vienna Institute for International Dialogue and Cooperation  
Mr. Franz SCHMIDJELL  
http://www.vidc.org/en/  

KulturKontakt Austria  
Mrs. Renate WASL  
http://www.kulturkontakt.or.at/en 

Film and Music Austria 
(Austrian Trade Association for the Audio-visual and Film Industries)  
Mr. Werner MÜLLER  
http://www.filmandmusicaustria.at/  

Austrian Chamber of Labour – EU and International Affairs Dept. 
Mr. Oliver PRAUSMÜLLER 
http://www.arbeiterkammer.at/beratung.htm  

Austrian Music Council  
Mr. Harald HUBER  
http://www.oemr.at/  

Institute for cultural management and cultural science 
University of Music and the Performing Arts Vienna  
Mr. Franz-Otto HOFECKER / Mrs. Andrea ELLMEIER 
http://www.mdw.ac.at/?pageid=1: 

Austrian Association of Authors  
Mr. Gerhard RUISS / Mr. Ludwig LAHER 
http://literaturhaus.at/index.php?id=6541  

Austrian Composers‘ Society  
Mrs. Margit Höller  
http://www.komponistenbund.at/about/ 

ORF, Austrian Broadcasting Corporation, Public Value Competence Centre  
Mr. Klaus UNTERBERGER 
http://zukunft.orf.at/ 

As well as individual artists, culture professionals and scholars, according to the 
issues discussed at each ARGE meeting.  


