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And whereas with a view to the continuance of the work of
the Association for obtaining and preserving lands and buildings
as aforesaid and for the permanent holding and maintenance
thereof and for the preventing as far as possible their destruction

And whereas the public are admitted to the enjoyment of the
lands buildings and property helel by the Association but no adequate
powers exist for regubting the use of or protecting the property
of the Association or for controlling the persons using the same or
resorting thereto:

[Ch. exxxvi]

CHAPTER exxxvi.

National Tntst Act, rgo7.[7 Eow. 7·J

And whereas the Association was incorporated for the purposes
of promoting the permanent preservation for the benefit of the
nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beauty or
historic interest and as regards lands for the preservation (so far
as practicable) of their natural aspect features and animal and
plant life:

WHEREAS the National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or
Natural Beauty (hereinafter referred to as" the Association ")

was in the year rS94 incorporated as an Association not for profit
under the Companies Acts 1862 to 18go with a liability of the
members limited by guarantee:

An Act to incorporate and confer powers upon the A.D. 1907·

National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or

Natural Beauty. [21st A~tg~lst, 1907.]

And whereas the Association in furtherance of those purposes
have acquired considerable property comprising common park
and mountain land and buildings and are or are reputed to be the
owners of or interested in the properties specified in the First
Schedule to this Act to the extent and in the manner therein
specfied :
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or disfigurement and [or promoting the permanent preservation
of bUildings places or property having historic associations or
being c~lebrated for their natural beauty it is expedient that the

. Association should be dissolved and re-incorporated as in this
Act provided and that the powers of this Act shoold be conferred:

And whereas the objects o[ this Act cannot be attained without
the authority 01 Parliament:

May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted
and be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal
and Commons in this present Parliament assembled and by the
authority of the same as lollows (that is to say) :-

1. This Act may be cited as the National Trust Act rg07.

2. In this Act unless the subject or context otherwise
requires-

11 The Association 11 means the National Trust for Places of
Historic Interest or Natural Beauty incorporated under
the Companies Acts r862 to r8go and dissolved by this
Act;

" The National Trust" means the National Trust for Places
of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty incorporated by
this Act;

"The Trust property" means the property held by the
National Trust lor purposes of preservation;

"The council" means the council of the National Trust
appointed by this Act.

3. From and after the passing 01 this Act the Association
shall be dissolved and the several persons who immediately before
the passing of this Act were members thereof and all other persons
who shall subscribe to or who shall here;:Jfter become members
01 the National Trust in accordance with the provisions 01 this
Act and their executors administrators successors and assigns
respectively shall be and they are hereby incorporated for the
purposes hereinafter mentioned by the name 01 "The National
Trust lor Places 01 Historic Interest or Natural Beauty" and
by that name shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession
and a common seal and wi th power to purchase take hold deal
with and dispose of lands and other property without licence
in mortmain.

2

4.-(r) The National Trust slUlll be established lor the
purposes 01 promoting the permanent preservation lor the beneflt.
of the nation 01 lands and tenements (including buildings) 01
beauty or historic interest and as regards lands for the preserva­
tion (so lar as practicable) of their natural aspect features and
animal and plant life.

(2) Subject to the provISIons and lor the purposes of this
Act the National Trust may acquire by purchase gift or otherwise
and may hold without licence in nlortmain lands "buildings and
hereditaments and any rights casements or interests therein or
thereovcr and any other propeJ1:y of whatsoever nature and may
maintain and mi.U1age or assist in the maintenance and manage­
ment of lands as open spaces or places of public resort and
buildings for purposes of public recreation resort or instruction and
may accept property in trust for any public purposes and may
act in any trusts for or as trustee of any property devoted to
public purposes and may do all acts or things and take all such
proceedings as they may deem desirable in the fUl1:herance of
the objects of the National Trust and they may upon or with
respect to any property belonging to them or in which they have
any interest do all such things and make all such provisions as
may be beneficial for the property or desirable for the comfort
or convenience o( persol\s resorting to or using such property and
may exercise fuU powers of ownership over their lands and
property according to their estate and interest therein not
inconsistent with the objects for which they arc constituted and
may apply their funds to all or any of sl1ch objects.

5. No dividend bonus or other profit shall at any time be
paid out of the income or property of the National Tru,i to any
member of the National Trust.

6. Subject to the provisions of this Act all the lands build­
ings rights and casements which immediately before the passing
of this Act were vested in the Association or any person in trust
for them or to which the Association are in any wise entitled or
which immediately before the passing 01 this Act were the pro­
perty of the Association and all Dloneys securities credits effects
and other property whatsoever which immediately before the
passing 01 this Act belonged to the Association or 10 any trustee
on their behalf and the benefit of all contracts and engagements
entered into by or on behalf of the Association and immediately
before the passing of this Act in force shall be and the same are

3
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9. Except as is by this Act otherwise specially provided all
purchases sales conveyances grants assurances deeds contracts
bonds and agreements entered into or made before the passing
of this Act by to or with the Association or any trustees or
persons acting on behalf of the Association or by to or with any
other person to whose rights and liabilities they have succeedecl
and now in force shall be as bincling ancl of as full force ancl effect
in every respect against or in favour of the National Trust and
may be enforced as fully and effectually as if instead of the
Association or the trustees or persons acting on behalf of the
Association the National Trust had been a party thereto.

10. Nothing in this Act contained shall release discharge or
suspend any action or other proceeding which was pending by
or against the Association or any member thereof in relation to
the affairs of the Association or to which the Association or any
member thereof in relation to such affairs were parties inune­
diately before the passing of this Act but such action suit or
other proceeding may be maintained prosecuted or continued by
or in favour of or against the National Trust (as the case may
be) in the same manner and as effectually and advantageously as
the same might have been maintained prosecuted or continued by
or in favour of or against the Association or any member thereof
if this Act had not been passed the National Trust and the
members thereof being in reference to the matters aforesaid in
all respects substituted for the Association and its members
respectively.

11. From ancl alter Ihe passing of this Act ancl except as
is by this Act otherwh=e C'xpressly provided the National Trust
shall in all respects be subject to ancl shall discharge all obliga­
tions and liabilities to which the Association immediately .before
the passing of this Act were subject and shall indemnify the
members council officers and servants of the Association and their
respective representatives from all such obligations and liabilities
and from all expenses and costs in that behalf.

12. All documents books ancl writings which if the dissolu­
tion of the Associatio"1 and the avoidance of its memorandum
and articles of association had not taken place would have been
receivable in evidence shall be admitted as evidence ill all courts
and elsewhere notwithstanding such dissolution and avoidance.

13. The dissolution of the Association and the avoidance of
its memorandum and articles of association shall not affect any
deed or other instruments or any testamentary disposition of or
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hereby vested in the National Trust to the same extent and for
the same estate and interest as the same were previously to the
passing of this Act vested in the Association or any trustee on
their behalf and may subject and according to the provisions of
this Act be held and enjoyed sued for and recovered maintained
dealt with and disposed of by the National Trust as they think fit.

7. Subject to the provIsions of this Act the memorandum
and articles of association of the Association shall as to any
prospective operation thereof be wholly voicl and the National
Trust and the mcmbers thereof shall be exempted from all the
provisions restrictions and requirements of any Act which applied
to the Association and the members thereof as such. But
nothing in this Act contained shall release or discharge any person
from any liability or obligation in respect of any breach of the
provisions of the silid memorandum or articles of association
incurred before the passing of this Act but such liability or
obligation in respect of any such breach shall continue and save
as in this Act otherwise provided may be enforced by or on behalf
of the National Trust as nearly as may be in like manner as the·
same might have been enforced by or on behalf of the Association
if this Act had not been passed.

8. Except as is by this Act otherwise expressly proviclecl
everything before the passing of this Act clone or suffered by or
with reference to the Association or the members thereof as such
shall be as valid as if the National Trust had not been incorporated
and the said memorandum and articles of association had not
been avoided by this Act and such incorporation and avoidance
and this Act respectively shall accordingly be subject and without
prejudice to everything so done or suffered and to all rights
liabilities claims and demands both prescnt and future which if
thc National Trust were not incorporated and the said memoran­
dum and articles of association wcre not avoided by this Act and
this Act were not passed would be incident to or consequent on
any and C\"CI)' thing so done or suffered and with respect to all
such rights liabilities claims and demands the Nationa.l Trust and
the members and property thereof shall to all intents and purposes
represent the Association and the members thereof as such and
the propetiy of the Association as the Cilse may be and the
J4enerality of this enactment shall not be restricted by any of the
other sections and provisions of this Act.
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affecting any properly in or to which the Association would but
Ior ~uch dissolution and avoidance have been interested or become
entitled.

14. The members of the National Trust shall be divided
into (A) ordinary subscribing members (8) life members (c)
honorary members and (0) local corresponding members:­

(:\) Ordi,w1)' stlbscribillg members shall bc annual sub­
scribers to liI. fnnds of til. National Trust of len shillings or
more;

(8) Life members shall' be the persons who were life
members of the Association and any persons who shall
herealter pay to the funds of the National Trust the
sum of twenty pounds or such other sum as the council
may from lime to time specify in that behalf;

(c) Honorary members shall be the persons who were
honorary members of the Association and any persons
who shall give to the National Trust any property which
or any part of which in the opinion of the council is
proper to be preserved for the benefit of the nation or
who shall give to the National Trust such sum of money
or other property as shall appear to the council to
entitle such persons to be distinguished as honorary
members;

(D) Local corresponding members shall be the persons who
wcrc local corresponding members of the Association
and any persons who without pccwliary contribution
undertake to further the objects of the National Trust
in any parish district or place in such manner as to the
council may seem meet.

15. Eve1)' ordinary subscribing member shall be liable for
the amou'IIt of his subscription aJld the subscriptions of such members
shall be paYllblc 011 tI,e first rlay of}11 "1/(11)' ,:" each year ..

Providcd that (lIlY such member may at flny time previously
to tltc thil'tjl-first cia)1 of December in any :year resign his member­
ship fll1d ceasc to bc a. member by sendi1lg his resignation in writi1lg
to tllC secretary of tlte National Trust but subject to such res£gnation
in writing ever)1 such membcr shall be I£able for the amouut of his
s1tbscription in respect of thc Cllsltillg year.

16. No member of the National Trust shall be liable for or
to contribute towards the payment of the debts and liabilities
of the National Trust beyond the amount of the annual

subscription of such member or of any contribution agreed to
be given and remaining unpaid.

17. The first general meeting of the National Trust shall
be held witllin six months alter the passing of this Act and the
future general meetings shall be held onee at least every year
at such time and place as the council may appoint and the
general meetings shall be called and held in accordance with the
regulations contained in the Second Schedule to this Act.

18.-(1) The affairs of the National Trust shall be aclmin­
istered by a council to be called "the eouncil of the National
Trust" consisting of a president of the council and fIfty members
of whom twenty-five shall be elected annually from among the
members at the ,U1nual general luceting of the National Trust.

(2) Any of the bodies or persons hereinafter named may
appoint a member or members to the COtUlcil of the National
Trust as follows (that is to say) :-

Two members may be appointed by each of the followiJlg
bodies or persons :-

Ti,e Trustees of the National Gallery;
The President of the Royal Academy of Arts; and
The Trustees of the British Museum;

And one member may be appointed by each of the following
bodies or persons :-

The Youth Hostels Association (in place of Tlte Presidel/t
of tile Royal Society of Paintcrs in lYater Colours) ;

The President of the Society of Antiquaries of London;
TI,e President of the Royal Instittlte of British Architects;
The President of the Linnean Society;
The President of the Entomological Society;

The Royal Horticultural Society (ill place of Tlte Preside lit
of Ihe Royat Balanic Society) ..

The Viee-Chancellor of the University of Oxford;
The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge;
The Vice-Chancellor of the University of London;

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic
Interest or Natural Beauty (in place of Tlte sellate of lite
University of Edi"bllrgh) ..

The National Museum of Wales (ill filace of Tlte sellate
of lite Universily of Glasgow) ..

A.D. 1907.
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The Ramblers Association (in j)lace of The seHate of the
University of Sai."t A."drew's) ;

The Governor of NorUlem Ireland Un place of T!le seuate
of I//C University of DHblin) ;

The chairman of the Commons Preservation Society ;
The Society for the Promotion of Nature Reserves (if'

/)lace of the c!lwirman of the Kyrle Sociel)');

The Selborne Society;

The Ccun ty Councils Association;

The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings;
and

The Trustees of Public Reservations Massachusetts
United States of America.

(3) Any annual general meeting of the National Trust may
determine that a member or members of the council shall be
appointed by or on behalf of some body or persons other than
those hereinbefore mentioned either by way of addition to or by
way of substitution for ilIly onc or morc of the bodies or persons
so mentioned or by way of increase or reduction of the number
of members appointed by or on behalf of any of the bodies or
persons so mentioned but so that the number of appointed mem­
bers shall not exceed twenty-five.

(4) The council shaU be deemed fully constituted and all
acts and proceedings of the council shall be deemed valid in all
respects if and so long as twenty-five members shall have been
elected to the council as by this section provided.

19. If any elected member of the council dies or resigns the
council may appoint in his place another member to be a member
of the council and any member appointed under this section
shaH continue a J11cmber of the council until the next annual
general meeting after his appointment .md the acts of the council
shall not be deemed invalid by reason of the death or resignation
of any member or members thereof.

20.-(I) The entire business of the National Trust shaU be
arranged and managed by the counci I who may exercise all such
powers of the National Trust as are not exercisable only by the
National Trust in general meeting and no regulation made or
resolution passed by the National Trust in general meeting shaU
invalidate any prior act of the council which would have been
valid if such regulation or resolution had not been made or passed.

(2) The council shall have power to make such regulations
as to the procedure of the council (including the quorum required
at its meetings) and for the conduct of the business and affairs
of the National Trust and for the despatch of business at meetings
as the cowlcil may deem necessary provided that such regulations
do not contravene any of the provisions of this Act.

(3) The council may elect a president for such periods as
they may from time to time fix by their regulations and may
appoint such officers and servants as they may from time t.o time
think desirable and fix their salaries and wages and t.he conditions
of service including the provision of pension on retirement and
determine their respective duties and the tenure of their oflice5o

(4) The council may also elect any number of honorary vice­
presidents but the persons so elected shall not hy reason of such
election be members of the council.

(5) The council may exercise the powers of Lorrowing on
mortgage which are by this Act conferred on theONational Trust.

(6) The cowlcil shall appoint from their own number an
executive committee and may add to any such cOI1unittee for
such length of time and with such powers of voting or otherwise
as the council may think fit any member of the National Trust
or other person whose aid they judge useful to forward the objects
of the National Trust and such committee shall exercise and
enjoy all the powers conferred upon the council by this Act except
the power of electing a president and except any other power
which the council expressly withholds from the committeeo But
the council may impose conditions and limitations as to the
exercise of any of ' the powers enjoyed by the conuuitteeo

(i) The council may :dso •.qJpuilll from their own number
any conmlittee for any special purpose and mLlY add to any such
committee [or such length of time and with such powers of
voting or otherwise as the council lllay think fit any member of
the Na.tional Trust or olher person whose aid they judge useful
to forward the objects of the National Trust.

(8) The executive cOl1lmiltee shall have power of appointing
sub:.commitlees for special purposes similar in <Ill respects to the
pO\vcrs hereby conferred upon the r.ouncil of appointing com­
mittees for special purposes. The cxecuti,oe committee may also
appoint a chairman to hold oake during such period as the
committee may specify and may make such regulations as
to the procedl:re of the cOllunittce as the council is hereby
empowered to make as to the procedure of the council.

9
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A.D. 1907; (9) No act or proceeding of the council the executive com­
nlittee or of any committee or sub-conunittee shall be questioned
on ~ccount of there being at the time of such act or proceeding
any vacancy or vacancies in the cOWlcil executive committee or
in any committee or sub-committee.

(ra) No defect in the qualification or election of any person
or persons acting as member or members of the council the
executive committee or of any committee or sub-committee shall
be deemed to invalidate any proceedings of such COlIDcil executive
conunittee committee or suo-committee in which he or they has
or have taken part in cases where the majority of members
p"rties to such proceedings are duly entitled to aet.

(Il) The council the executive committee and all committees
and sub-conunittees appointed as aforesaid shall cause minutes
to be made of all pi occedings at any meeting thereof respectively
and the council shall at all times cause to be kept minutes of the
meetings of the National Trust and a register of the members of
the National Trust with their respective last-known places of
abode.

(12) Any minute made of proceedings at a meeting of the
National Trust the council the executive COI1Ullittce or of any
committee or sub~comntittcc respectively if signed either at the
meeting at which such proceedings took place or at the next
ensuing meeting by any person purporting for the time being to
be the president of the council or the chairman of the executive
committee cmrunittee or sub-corrunittee as the case may be shall
be receivable evidence of such proceedings in all legal proceedings
without further proof and until the contrary is proved every
meeting of the council the executive conunittce or of any com­
mittee or sub-committee shall be deemed to have been duly
convened and held and all the members thereof to have been
duly qualified.

(r3) Any instrument which if made by private persons
would be required to be under seal shall be under the seal of
the National Trust. Any notice issued by or on behalf of the
National Trust shall be deemed to be duly executed if signed
by the chairman the deputy-chairman or the secretary but subject
as aforesaid any appointment made by the National Trust and
any contract order or other document made by or proceeding
from the National Trust shall be deemed to be duly executed
either if sealed with the seal of the Nationa!" Trust or signed by
two or more members of the council authorised to sign by a

ra

resolution of the council or executive committee but it shall not
be necessary in ,my legal proceedings to prove that the member
signing any such order or other document were authorised to
sign and such authority shall be presumed until the contrary is
proved.

21.-(r) The property specified in the First Part of the First
Schedule to this Act so f"r as the same is vested in the National
Trust shall be held by the National Trust for preservation for the
benefit of the nation in accordance with the objects of ll,e National
Trust and shall not be chargeable with any debts or liabilities of
the National Trust 'Uld shall be inalienable.

(2) Whenever after the passing of this Act any lands or
tenements (including buildings) shall become vested in the
National Trust Ute council may by resolution determine that such
lands or tenements or such portions thereof as may be specified in
such resolution are proper to be held for the benefit of the nation
and such lands or buildings shall thereupon be so held by the
National Trust and shall be inalienable.

22. The National Trust may raise money by borrowing on
the security of any of their property (not being property specified
in the First Schedule to this Act or in any such resolution of
the council as proper to be held [or the benefit of the nation) by
way of specific mortgage thereof and by charging or appropriating
as security for nloney borrowed the rents profits or income
derivable from any of the lands and properties of the National
Trust including the rents profits and income arising fronl any
property held for the benefi t of the nation.

23. The provisions of sections 45 and 47 to 55 (boll, inclu­
sive) of the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act 1845 shall so
far as applicable extend and apply to the raising of money by the
National Trust under the provisions of this Act and to the mort­
gagees of the National Trust and to the mortgages or other
securities granted or given by the National Trust and in those
sections any reference to the company shall for the purposes of
this Act be deemed to be references to the National Trust.

24. The mortgagees of the National Trust (other than
mortgagees of specific properties with a power of foreclosure and
sale) may enforce payment of arrears of interest or principal or
principal and interest due on their mortgages by the appointment
of a receiver. In order to authorise the appointment of a receiver
in respect of arrears of principal the amount owing to the mort·
gagees by whom the application for a receiver is made shall not
be less than one thousand pounds in the whole.

Il
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25. Proper accounts shall be kept of all sums of money
recei ved and expended by the National Trust and of the matters
in respect of which such receipt and expenditure take place and
of the property credits and liabilities of the National Trust and
subject to any reasonable restrictions as to the time and manner
of inspecting the same that may be imposed in accordance with
the regulations for the time being of the National Trust such
accounts shall be open at all reasonable times to the inspection
of the members.

26. Once at least in every year the accowlts of the National
Trust shall be examined and audited by an auditor or auditors
being a Jnember or members of the Institute of Cha.rtered
Accountants and such auditor or auditors shall be elected annually
at the annual general meeting and any previously elected auditor
or auditors shall be eligible for rc-election.

27. The council shall apply all money received by the
National Trust under this Act except money borrowed and money
received from the sale of lands or other moneys received on
capital account as follows (that is to say) :-

First. In payment of the working and establishment expenses
of the National Trust and the cost of management main­
tenance upkeep and improvement of the Trust property;

Secondly. In payment of the interest on moneys borrowed
under the powers of this Act and of the instalments (il
any) of principal money so borrowed:

And the bal,u1ce if an)' shall be applied in furthering the objects
for which the National Trust is established in such manner as ilie
council may from time to time direct and may if the council see
fit be invested in s~cl(rities in which trllstees arc by law entitled to
iJl'Udst trllst funds.

28. All moneys received by the National Trust on capital
account shall subject to any conditions attached to an)' gift be
applicable in or towards the repayment of moneys borrowed or
otherwise in furthering the objects for which the National Trust
is established.

29. By virtue of this Act there shall be imposed upon the
National Trust with respect to any of the Trust property which
consists of common or commonable land the following duties and
the National Trust shall (subject to the provisions of this Act)

I2

have with Iespect to the same property the following powers
(namely) :- . .

(A) Except as in this Act othenvise provided they shall at
all times keep such property unenclosed and unbuilt on
as open spaces for the recreation and enjoyment of
the public:

(B) They may plant drain level and otherwise improve and
alter any part or parts of such property so far as they
may deem necessary or desirable and they may make
temporary enclosures for the purposes of this sub­
section and for the purpose of protecting or renovat~

ing turf and for protecting trees and plantations:

(c) They may make and maintain roads footpaths and ways
over such property and may make and maintain onla­
mental ponds and waters on such property:

(D) They may on such property erect sheds for tools and
materials and may maintain and repair such sheds:

(E) They shall by all lawful means prevent resist and abate
all enclosures and encroachments upon and aU attempts
to enclose or encroach upon such property or any part
thereof or to appropriate or use the same or the soil
timber or roads thereof or any part thereof for any
purpose inconsistent with this Act:

(c) They mal' set apart from time to time parts of such
property upon which persons may play games or hold
meetings or gatherings for athletic sports.

30.-(r) The National Trust may make such reasonable
charges for the admission of the public to any of the property
of the National Trust or any part or parts thereof or for the use
by the public of any such property as they may from time to
time detennine.

(2). The National Trust shall not make charges for admission
to any common or commonable land or to any other property of
the Trust to which the public had a right of access at the date
when such property was acquired by the National Trust or the
Association except such part or parts of such common or common~

able land as may be from· time to time set apart under the
provisions of and for the purposes specified in sub-section (c) of
the section of this Act of which ·the marginal note is "Powers
exerciseable over certain Trust property."

r~

A,D. 1907.

Power to
charge for
admission to
Trust
property.
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[Ch. cx..\:Xvi.] National Trust Act, 1907. [7 EDW. 7.] (7 EDW. 7·] Nationat Tmst Act, Ig07. [Ch. exxxvi.]

A.D. 1907.

Arrange­
mentswith
local autho­
rities and
others.

Bye-laws.

Extended.
N.T. Act
1937
Sce. l2.

N.T. Act
1939
~ec. I.i.

31. The National Trust may act in concert with and make
any arrangements and agreements with a1{y local authority now
or hereafter constituted or with any residents or committee of
residents in the neighbourhood of any land or property of the
National Trust or with any other persons for giving effect to
the objects of this Act.

32. For the regulation and protection of and for prevention
of nuisances and preservation of order upon any lands or property
of the National Trust held for the benefit of the nation the
National Trust may make revoke and alter bye-laws for any of
the following purposes (that is to say) :-

(A) For prohibiting any person without la\vflll authority from
digging cutting or taking turves sods gravel stone
sand clay or other substance on or from such lands or
property and from cutting feIling or injuring any
gorse heather timber or other tree shrub brushwood
or other plant growing. thereon :

(BJ For prohibiting or regulating the lighting of any fire on
such lands or property:

(c) For prohibiting or regulating the firing or discharge of
firearms or the throwing or discharge of nlissiIes on
such lands or property without lawful authority:

(DJ For prohibiting the deposit on such lands or property or
in any pond thereon of road-sand materials for repair
of roads or wood or ~U1y dung rubbish or other offen­
sive matter:

(E) For prohibiting the injury defacement or removal of any
building structure or other thing upon such lands or
property or of seats fences notice boards or other
things put up or maintained by the National Trust;

(F) For prohibiting or regulating the posting or painting of
bills placards advertisements or notices on trees or
fences or notice boards on such lands or property:

(G) For prohibiting any person without lawful authority
from bird catching setting traps or nets or Iinung
trees or laying snares for birds or other animals
taking birds' eggs or nests and shooting driving or
chasing game or other animals on such lands or
property:

(H) For prohibiting or regulating the drawing or propelling
upon such lands or property without lawful authority
of any carriage cart caravan truck motor car cycle or

other vehicle and the erecting or permitting to remain
on such lands or property without the consent of the
National Trust or other lawful authority any building
shed tent fence post railing or other structure whether
used in connection with the playing of games or not
and for authorising an officer of the National Trust
to remove there[rom any vehicle drawn or propelled
thereon and any structure erected thereon in contra­
vention of the bye-laws and for prescribing any roads
other than public roads upon which motor cars and
cycles may be used:

(I) For prohibiting or regulating the placing on such lands
or property of any photographic cart or of any show
exhibition swing roundabout or other like thing and
for authorising an officer of the National Trust to
remove from such lands or property anything placed
thereon in contravention of the bye-laws:

(J) For regulating games to be played and other means of
recreation to be exercised on such lands OF property
and assemblages of persons thereon :

(I{) For regulating the use of any portion of such lands or
property temporarily closed or set apart under this Act
for any purpose:

(L) For prohibiting or regulating horses being exercised or
broken in on such lands without lawful a.uthority:

(M) For prohibiting any person without lawful authority
from turning out or permitting to remain on such
lands any cattle sheep or other animals and for author­
ising an officer of the National Trust to remove
therefrom any cattle sheep or other animal being
thereon in contravention of the bye-laws or suffering
[ram disease:

(N) Generally for prohibiting or regulating any act or thing
tending to injure or disfigure such lands or property
or to interfere with the use and enjoyment thereoL by
the public:

(DJ For authorising an officer 01 the National Trust after
due warning to remove or exclude from such lands
or property any person who within his view commits
an offence against the bye-laws made under this Act:

IS

A.D. 1907.
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A.D. 1907.

Extended.
N.T. Act
1937
Sce. I J.

Bye·laws as
to buildings.

Bye·laws to
be exhibited.

(p) For prohibiting the hindrance or obstruction of an
officer of the National Trust in the exercise of his
powers or duties under this Act or under any bye­
laws made therewlder.

33. The National Trust may in respect of any building
forming part of the Trust property and being open to the public
whether on payment or not make bye-Ia.ws for the purposes speci­
fied in section 3 of the Public Libraries Act 190r in respect of
such building as if they were a library a.uthority under that Act
and the provisions of section 2 of the Libraries Offences Act
r898 shall apply to any such building.

34. Copies of the bye-laws for the time being in force shall
be put up by the National Trust on the Trust property at such
places and in such manner as the National Trust think best calcu­
lated to give information to persons resorting to such property.

,

within three months from the passing of this Act the National A.D. 19°7·

Trust shall incur a penalty not exceeding two pounds for every
day after the expiration of those three months during which the
default continues and ilny member of the council of the National
Trust who knowingly and wilfully authorises such default shall
incur the like penalty. Every penalty uncleI' this section shall be
recoverable summarily.

There shall be paid to the registrar by the National Trust on
such copy being registered the like fee as is for the time being
payable under the Companies Act 1802 on registration of any
document other than a memorandum of association.

39. The costs charges i111d expenses uf and incidental to Costs of
the preparation obtaining and passing of this Act or otherwise in Act.
relation thereto shall be paid by the National Trust.

THE FIRST SCHEDULE.

SCHEDULES referred to in the foregoing Act.

PHOI'EHTJES OF THE N:\TION:\L TRUST.

PAHT 1.

PrWPERTlES TO UE HELD ..\ND I'HESEHVED FOR TilE BENEFIT

OF THE N ATlON.

Free/will.

Provisions
applicable to
byc·laws.

Repealed.
N.T. Act
]937
Sec. 12(2)

Restriction
on dig"ging
gravel &c.
from
commons.

Saving of
rights.

Copy uf Act
to be
registered.

35. The provisions of sections 182 r83 r84 186 a//Cl 2jr of
Ihe Public Health Act r87j shall apply /0 bye-laws 10 be made u'/lder
this Act as tf the National Trust were a local authority:

Provided Ihat iu seetio" r84 (Co"firmaliou of bye-laws) of /he
said Act Ihe Seerclary of Slale for /he Home Departme"t shall for the
p ....poses of /./Iis seeliou be deemed 10 be s"bslil1lled for Ihe Local
Govermlltmt Board a'lId in the said sections Jor tlte p11rposcs DJ this
Act the expression ,. this Acl .. shall mean this Act.

36. Any conUTIon or commonable land the soil of which is
vested in the National Trust shall be deemed to be a common
to which the provisions of section 20 of the Commons Act 1876
apply.

37. All rights of common commonable or other like rights
or rights of way in over or affecting the Trust property shall
remain and be unaffected by the provisions of this Act and save
as in this Act expressly provided nothing contained in or dooe
under or in pursuance of this Act shall take away abridge or
prejudicially affect any estate vested in or any light belonging
to and previously to the passing of this Act exerciseable by any
person.

38. The National Trust shall deliver to the Registrar of
Joint Stock Companies a printed copy of this Act and he shall
retain and register the same and if such copy is not so dtdivered

r6

County.

l\lcrionclllshirc
Snssex
COr1lwall
\\'i1t.shirc
Kent
Call1bridgcsllirc

l\:cnt
Derhyshire
Cn. Cor],
BucJ,; inghamsl Lire

Surr!:!}'
CLlllIberl<lnd
l\ILlIlIHOlllllsllire

Cornwall

Pari:;h,

L1allaber
..\lfristlln
Tilllagel
Salisbury
Brasted
\\lid,CII

\Vt;:slerllam

Dllniclt.l
1\ ilmcCll
Lung CrclIdun

Gudalming
Crllstllwaite

\

Dixllln Halllll.ck
Tintagel ..

i\amc and DescriptiulI of Property.

The cliff IwuwlI as" Dinils-u·leu." Barmouth.
The Oh.! C!ergo)' HUllse.
lj al:rcs nf dilT InlLtI at narl'as Head.

The Joiners' Hall
Land IJll To)"s Hill.
AIJllul _I acres or \\'idwII Fell.
r5 aefl'!>!lf \\"I)I,dland UII lde Hill.
DLlilicld Cas lie.
h:allturk Castle.
Th\.: Old CUllrt HUll~\.:.

Eashil11-: IJritlges.
BraLltllt:IIl)\\' I'arl! lJcrwelllwah:r LoR acres.

I) acres 1111 Kymin Hill.
Uld L.pli I.:L·ntnry 1\1I11se knowll as "TILe Old

I 'usl Olli!.:e."

'7
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A.D. 1907.

County.

Kent
Devonshire

Derbyshire
Berltshire
Surrey ..

Cumberland
Berltshire
Yorkshirc
Gloucestershire
Cambridgeshire
Surrey ..
Somerset

Parish.

Westerham
Rockbeare

Winster
Newtowll
Thursley

Greystoke
Newbury ..
Sharow
\Vestbury-on-Trym
Burwell
\Vimbledon
Barrington

Name and Description of Property.

3n- acres on Crockham Hill.
~I acres on Rockbearc Hill known as Prickly

Pcar Blossoms Park and Recreation Ground.
Old Markct I-loll se.
Land at Newtown Common.
Hindhead lnval and \'Veydown Commons

750 acres.
Gowbarrow Deer Park and Aira Force 750 acres.
Monument to Viscount Falkland.
Old Sanctuary Cross.
\Vestbury College Gatehouse.
30 acres of Fenland.
l\lill Pond at rderton.
Barrington Court and 34 acres of land adjoining.

I·

"

S. Upon the receipt of such requisition the cxecutive committec (or in A.D. 1907.
their default the council) shall forthwith proceed to convene a general
meeting and if the executive committee or the council do not convene the
same within fourteen days from the date of the receipt of such requisition
thc rcquisitionists may th("mscl\'es convene a meeting.

6. A notice of every general meeting and of the agenda shall be given
to the members at sllch time and in such form and manncr as the council
may from time to time prcscribe.

7. Notice of any motion proposed to be made at a ge.neral meeting by
any person not being a member of the council shall be sent to the secretary
of the National Trust fourteen days before the general meeting. Such
notice shaH be signed by the proposer and two seconders being members
of thc National Trust and no motion made by any member other than
a member of the council shall be entertained by a general meeting unless
notice thereof has been given as aforesaid.

Other than Freehold.

8. The non-receipt of a notice by any member shalt not invalidate the
proceedings of any general meeting.

9. Twenty members shall form a quorum for a general meeting.

Dorset .. I Portesham

Cumberland .. I Keswick

Monument to Vice-Admiral I Lease for 500 yrs.
Sir Thomas I·lardy.

Monument to John Ruskin on I Tenancy at wili.
Friars Crag Den....entwater.

PART H.

ALIENABLE PROPERTIES.

10. If within an hour from the time appointed for a meeting convened
upon the requisition of members a quorum be not present the meeting shall
be dissolved. ]n any other case the meeting may transact such business as
they think necessary notwithstanding the absence of a quornm.

11. At every general meeting all matters which come up for the
decision of such meeting shall be decided by a majority of votes of the
members personally present and ,,"oting by show of hands unless a poll be
demanded as hereinafter mentioned..

Somerset Barrington and Shep­
ton Beauchamp.

185 acres of farm land occupied with
Barrington Court.

I~. The president of the council or in his absence the chairman of the
executive committee shall take the chair at a general meeting.

THE SECOND SCHEDULE.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CALLING AND HOLDING OF

GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE NATIONAL TRUST.

I. The annual general meetings shall be called ordinary meetings and
all other general meetings shall be called extraordinary meetings.

~. The council at each ordinary meeting shall lay before the meeting
a report of the work done in the preceding year.

3· The council of the executive committee may whenever they think
fit and the executive committee (or in their default the council) shall upon
a requisition made in writing and signed by any thirty or more members
convene an extraordinary meeting.

.\. Any requisition made by the members shall express the object of
thc meeting proposed to be called and shall be left with the secretary of
the National Trust.

IS

13. If neither the president or the dmitman of the executive committee
be present the meeting shall elect a chairman. The chairman shall in case
the votes at any general meeting or in the case of a poll are equally divided
have as well as his own vote a second or casting vote. Thc chairman may
with the consent of the meeting adjourn any meeting from time to time
and from place to place but no business shall be transacted at any adjourned
meeting other than the business left undisposed of at a meeting at which
the adjournment took place unless in pursuance of a notice and agendtL
given to the members as hereinbcfore prescribed.

14. At a general meeting onc-third of the members of the executive
committee or any twenty members of the National Trust may demand a
poll in respect of any resolution and on such demand being made a poll
of the National Trust shall be taken accordingly by voting papers in such
manner as the chainnan may direct and tile result of the poll shall be­
deemed to be the decision of the general meeting on the resolution.

15. Every member shall have onc \'ote only with the exception of the
chairman's casting vote.

19
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Schemc Confirll/ation Act, 1919. [g & IO GEO. 5.] Noliollol Tl'lIst Chol'ily
Schemc ConfirlJ/ation Act, 1919.

SCHEDULE.

[Ch.lxxxiv.]

A.D. 1911).

A.D. 1911).

Confirma­
tion of
Scheme.

Short title.

CHAPTER Ixxxiv.

An Act to conJinn a Scheme of the Charity Commis­
sioners for the application or management of the
Charity caUed the National Trust for Places of
Historic Interest or Natural Beauty incorporated
by the National Trust Act 1907 (7 Eel\\'. VII. cap.
cxxxvi. Local anel Private). [15t1l Allgllst 1919.J

WHEREAS the Charity Commissioners in their report to
His Majesty of their proceedings during the year one

thousand ninc hundrcd and eightecn reported that they had
approvcd and ccrtilied a schemc for the application or management
of the Charity called the National Trust for Places of Historic
Interest or Natural Beauty incorporated by the National Trust
Act Ig07 (7 Ed\\'. VII cap. cxxxvi. Local and Private) :

And whereas' it is expedient that the said schemc as the
same is fully set out and dellned in the schedule to this Act
should be conflnned.

Be it therefore enacted by the King's most Excellent l\'Iajesty
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal and Commons in this present Parliament assembled
and by tlte authority of the same as follows ;-

1. The said scheme is hereby conllrmed Provided always
that nothing in this Act or in the said scheme shall be held to
interfere with thc ordinary jurisdiction over endowed charities
now exerciseablc or hereafter to become cxerciseable by the High
Court of Justice and the Charity Commissioners.

2. This :\ct mar be cited as the National Trust Charity
Scheme Confirmation Act 1919.

20

SCHEME FOB. THE ApPLICATION OR MANAGEMENT OF THE CHARITY

CALLED THE NATION:\L TRUST FOR PLACES OF HISTOHIC

INTEREST 01{ NATURAL BEAUTY INCORI'OIUTED BY THE

NATIONAL TRUST ACT [g07 (7 EDIV. VII. C,IP. CXXXV!.

LOCAL AND PRIVATE).

1. NotWithstanding: the enaetmcllt contained ill ~cctiol1 ::! I of thc
above-mentioncd National Tnlst Act 1907 that the £ollowil11;; properties
shall bc inulit:lltlulc-

(.\) thc pl'uperties specified in the First Part of llle First Schedulc to
the said Act SII f;u' as lhe same arc \·cstcd ill tltc auovc­
mcntioned Nation:!1 Trust for I'lal;cs of Historic Inkrest nr
Natural Beauty (hereinafter called" llle Trllst ") ; and

(u) any pruperties which aftcr the passing of the said Act have
alrcauy uccome or which may hereafter become vested in the
Trust and ill respect of which suclL :l resolution as is referred to
in sub-scction ('2) of tile said section has been or may be
passe{] ;

ancl notwitllstanding any other provisiull of tile said Act il shall be lawful
for lhe Trust lu grant leases of tliose properties or (If any of them or
or any parts or part thcreof ror such terms of yt'ars at such rents and
with and subject lo sucb prodsions rcscn'ntiolls CO\'cnallts and cunditions
as the council or the Trust frOIll time lu timc think proper provitlcLl that
a lease under thc provisions uC this clause shall not be valid or effectual
unless the Charity Commissioncrs bcing satisfied that the samc lIlay
with tluc regard to the purposes of the Trust properly he granted shall
by their order ha vc sanctioned the grant thereof.

'2. III IIIe f,nllural/u of lite purposes (If tile T,.IIsl Il,,; Trusl ilia.\'
acqlli ..e by prrrclltlstJ gift or ulhuwise (lIId mllY hold without licellce ;'l

martlllai" lI"y IllIuis bllildillg.~ lI/1d Itcn:dilalllr!/lfs wld <111.1' righrs t'/fSCII/j'lltS

01' iJlterest tllcl'eill or lI,t:1'cover which ill tilt: opiJlioJl of tlte said cplIl/{:;il

it 11/(1)' be desirable to Itold witlt {/ view to !Jresel'viJlC j".OlllOtillg or tlllgllleJl/­

illC the amellities vf (lily 1)1'I:lIiolt.~/y acquired flroperty of the Trust
Provided tllat-

{i} prO/JUly shall '/lot be aCI/lIired 'lllldcr the provisioJls of Ihis clause
by pl/rcII/lse u/lless the Charity COlllmissiol/crs shall by their
vrdcr havc sailctiolletl SI/ch /lcqlli.dtiOIl: fllUl

(ii) fJI'OPeI'ty a,/}ui/'cd Ill/tier thc some jl/'ollisiol/s otherwise thelll by
pllrchasc shall be sold withill fJll(J ye(l/' from thc nc/}uisi/ioll
thereof 0/' SI/ch extended period /IS IIII/Y be dc/ermined by the

saitl COIIIJllissioJler,~ 1I111ess the saill COJIIJllissiollcrs shall fly their

o/'llu have slIl/ctioJled sltch aCl/lIisitioll VI' shall ill like mal/I/er
slIJlction IIIe I'etelltioll thenaf.

3· AllY question as la the construction of this schclllc or as to the
regularity or the validity of any acts donc or about to bc dOlle undcr this
schcme shall bc determined conclusively by the Charity Commissioners
upon such application made to lhem for the purpose as thcy think
sufficient.

·1. The date of lhis schcme shall be the datc uf tile Act of Parliament
confirming: the samc.

Annullcd.
N.T. Act
1937
Sce. 13.
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[Ch. Ivii.] The National T,.ust Acl 1937. [I Eow. 8 &
I GEO. 6.]

[I Eow. 8 &
I GEO. 6.]

The Nationat T1'lIst Act 1937. [Ch. lvii.]

A.D. '937. To confer further powers upon the National Trust
for places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty
and for other purposes. [ls1 July 1937.]

7 Edw. i·
c. cxxxd.

AN

ACT

WHEREAS by the National Trust Act 1907 (in this Act
called " the Act of '907 ") the National Trust for Places

of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty (in this Act called
" the National Trust ") was incorporated:

!

And whereas in furtherance of the said objects it is expedient A.D. 1937.

to make provision for the assurance of property to the National
Trust subject to the reservation in favour of the assuror of an interest
for life or other limited interest:

And whereas it is expedient that the other powers contained in
this Act should be conferred on the National Trust and that the other
provisions contained in this Act should be enacted:

And whereas the objects of this Act cannot be attained without
the autllOrity of Parliament:

May it therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted and
be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty by and with the
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Commons in tlus present Parliament assembled and by the authority
of the same as follows :- '

2. In tlus Act unless the subject or context otherwise l,nterpreta.
requires- ban.

" TIte National Trust" means the National Trust for Places of
Historic Interest or Natural Beauty;

" The Act of 1907 " means the National Trust Act 1907 :

" The Act of 1919 " means the National Trust Charity Scheme
Confirmation Act 1919 ;

" The Scheme" means the Scheme set out in the Sclledule
to the Act of 1919 ;

" The Trust Property" includes all property from time to
time vested for a legal estate in the National Trust;

9 & 10

Gco. 5.
c. lxxxh·.

And whereas the National Trust was established for the general
purposes of promoting the permanent preservation for the benefit of
the nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beanty or
lustoric interest and as regards lands for the preservation (so far as
practicable) of their natural aspect features and animal and plant
life:

And whereas by the National Trust Charity Scheme Con­
firmation Act'1919 (in this Act called" the Act of 1919 ") a Scheme
of the Charity Commissioners for the application or management of
the National Trust was confinned :

And whereas the National Trust with the generous support of
landowners donors subscribers and others has acquired by purchase
gift and othenvise considerable property including lands and
buildings and funds for the upkeep and preservation thereof:

, And whereas the use by the public for purposes of recreation
resort and instruction of the lands and buildings held by the National
Trust has increased and is increasing:

And whereas with the objects of promoting the preservation
of buildings and chattels of national interest or of arcluteetural
historic or artistic interest and places DC natural interest or beauty

. and of protecting and augmenting the amenities of such buildings
and places and of facilitating access by.the public to such buildings
chattels and places it is expedient that the purposes and powers of
the National Trust should be extended as by this Act provided:

22

1.-(1) This Act may be cited as the National Trust Act

'937'
(2) The National Trust Act 1907 and the National Trust Charity

Scheme Confirmation Act 1919 and this Act may be cited together
as the National Trust Acts 1907 to 1937.

.. Assurance" " assure" and ff assuror" have the same respec­
tive meanings as in the Mortmain and Charitable Uses
Act 1888;

" The Council" means the Council of the National Trust.

23

Short and
collcctiyc
titles.

51 & 5::
Yiet.
c..p.
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[Ch. Ivii.] The Natia"at Trust Act '937' [1 Emv. 8 &
1 GEO. 6.J

[1 Enw. 8 &
1 GEe. 6.)

The Natia"al Tr"st Act '937. [Ch. lvii.)

A.D. 1937.

Extension
of general
purposes
of
National
Trust.

Extension
of powers
of
National
Trust.

Varied by
Sec. 4 of
N.T. Act
1953

3. The purposes of the National Trust shall be extended so
as to include the promotion of-

(a) The preservation of buildings of naliona1 interest or archi­
tectural historic or artistic interest and places of natural
interest or beauty and the protection and augmentation
of the amenities of such buildings and places and their
surroundings;

(b) The presen·ation of furniture and pictures and chattels
of any description having nalional or h.istoric or artistic
interest;

(c) The access to and enjoyment of such buildings places and
chattels by Ule public;

and all such purposes shall be deemed to be purposes of the Act
of '907.

4.. The powers of the National Trust shall be extended so
as to include-

((1) The acquisition in any manner (including acquisition by
purchase out of any funds applicable for the general
purposes of the National Trust or liable to be invested in
the purchase of land) and retention of any lands buildings
and hereditaments and any rights casements or interests
therein or thereover which in the opinion of the Council
it may be desirable to hold as investments with a view~

to the provision out of the rents and profits thereof of
funds applicable for the maintenance and preservation
of any other part of the Trust Property or for any particular
purpose of the National Trust or for its general purposes;

(b) The acquisition in any manner and retention of any
investments (being at the time of acquisition of a nature
authorised by Section _I (Powcrs of investment) of the
National Trust Act 1953 or of a nature authorised by the
Trusts imposed by the donor of the same or of the funds
out of which the same shall be acquired) the income
whereof shall be applicable (subject to any trusts imposed
by the donor or olherwise affecting the same) at the
discretion of the Council for the preservation and mainten­
ance of the Trust Property or any specified part or parts
thereof or for any particular purpose of the National
Trust or for its general purposes.
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5. Notwithstanding Section 5 (National Trust not to divicfc
prolits among its Members) of the Act of '907 it shall be lawful for
any Member of the National Trust (not being a l\'Iember of the
Council or of any Committee of the Council) by agreement with
the National Trust to reside in or occupy any of the Trust Properly
either at the best rent that could reasonably be obtained or (in
the case of any property other than property acquired and held as
an investment under paragraph (a) of section 4 of this Act) at a
less rent or gratuitously and on such other terms and conditions
as the Council shall think fit to approve.

6.-(1} Part If of the Mortmain anu Charitable Uses Act 1~88

and ~o much of Section 5 of the l\lortmain and Cbariiable Uses Act
1891 as requires land assured by ',,"'ill to be SOlll within onc year
from the death of the Teslator or the extended period referrecl to
in that section shall not apply to an assurance of land of any quan­
tity or of personal estate to the National Trusl for any purpose for
which the National Tnlst is authorised to hold the same.

(2) For the purposes of Section 55 of the Settled Land Act "925
(which cmpowers tenants for life to grant land for public and
charitable purposes) any grant or lease of settled land to the National
Trust shall be deemed to be made for the general benelit of the
settled land and for a charitable purpose in connection with the
settled land and in the application of that section to grants or
leases made to the National Trust fj\"e acres shall be substituted
for one acre.

7.-(1) The Council of any counly or borough or urban or
rural district or parish or two or more of them may with the
eonsent of the Minister of Health anu of allY other Government
Department or authority whose consent would be required if the
intended transaction were a sale by deed assure to the National
Trust any land or building vested in them which the National Tlust
has power to acquire and hold and such land shall thenceforward
be 'held by the National Trust accordingly subject nevertheless
to any trusts covenants or restrictions affecting the same.

(2) The Council of any counly or borough or urban or rural
district or parish may with the consent of the Minister of Health
contribute to the expenses of acquisition by the National Trust
of any land or building wholly or partly within or in the neigh­
bourhood of the district of such council or to the expenses of main­
tenance and preservation of any land or building wholly or partly
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within or in the neighbourhood of such district vested or proposed
to be vested in the National Trust provided that the consent 01 the
Minister of Health shall not be required in respect of any contribution
by the London County Council under the provisions of this sub­
section.

8. \Vhere any person is willing to agree with the National
Trust that any land or any part thereof shall so far as his interest
in the land enables him to bind it be made subject either per­
manently or for a specified period to conditions restricting the
planning development or use thereof in any manner the National
Trust may it" it thinks fit enter into an agreement with him or
accept a covenant from him to that effect and shall have power to
enforce such agreement or covenant against persons deriving
title under him in the like manner and to the like extent as if the
National Trust were possessed of or entitled to or interested in
adjacent land and as if the agreement or covenant had been and
had been expressed to be entered into for the benefit of that adjacent
land,

13. Paragraph =of the Scheme is hereby annulled.

A.D. 1937.

Provisions
applicable
to
bye-laws.

23 & 2·1
Geo. 5. C. 5I. ..

[Ch. lvii.]Th. Natio'lIal Trust Act 1937·

12.-(1) The proVISIOnS contained in subsections (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6) (7) and (10) of Section 250 and in Sections 251 and 252 of
the Local Government Act 1933 shall apply to bye-laws made by
the National Trust under Section 32 (Bye-laws) or Section 33 (Bye­
laws as to buildings) of the Act of 1907 as amended or extended
by this Act as if the National Trust were a local authority within
the meaning of those sections and the secretary of the National
Trust were the clerk to such local authority. The confirming
authority for the purpose of that application of the said sections
shall be the Secretary of Stale.

(2) Section 35 (Provisions applicable to bye-laws) of the Act
of 1907 is hereby repealed.

'{I Eow. 8 &
I GEO. 6.]

(2) Section 33 (Bye-laws as to buildings) of the Act of 1907
shall apply in respect of any building notwithstanding that the
same may be open to the public at specified times or for specified

periods only.

[I Eow. 8 &
I GEO. 6.]

The National Trust Act 1937.lUl. JV11..1

A.D. 1937.

Power to
cnter into
agrecmcnts
restricting
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Accounts. 9. Separate accounts shall be kept of all sums of money
received or expended by the National Trust' and not applicable at
the discretion of the Council to the general purposes of the National
Trust.

14. Section 27 (Application of Revenue) of the Act of 1907
shall be read and have effect as if the word" investments" were
substituted for the word" securities."

AtnCllll­
tncnt of
Scction'1.7
of Act of
19°7·

1907 10 1937 shall extelld Extent
of Acts.

Application
of Trust
Property.

Bye-laws.

10. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27 (Application
of Revenue) of the Act of 1907 the Council may from time to time
by resolution determine that the expenses of and concerning any
one or more purposes of the National Trust shall (subject to any
trusts imposed by the donor or otherwise affecting the same) be
defrayed exclusively out of any specified part or parts of the Trust
Property or the capital or income of any particular fund or funds
and such determination (unless and until modified or abrogated
by a like resolution) shall he binding.

11.-(r) Section 32 (Bye-laws) of the Act of 1907 shall be read
and have effect as if at the end thereof the following paragraph
were added :-

.. (Q.) For pennitting the public or any specified
persons or person to view and to make copies or repro­
ductions of or extracts from any chattel vested in 'the
National Trust on such terms in all respects as may be
from time to time prescribed by the Council."

15.-(r) The NatioJlal Trust Aets
10 the Isle of Ma,,:

PrUi.'ided always that lhe powers of the Trust. slwll Hot be
exercised wilh 1'c!erCJlce to an)' j)ropertj' situate in lhe Isle of llfan
without /./te approval of T,'nwald and tltat "uothing in the said Acts
sitall e:xleJld to prejudice or affect tlte rights cl/ul powers of the 111clIIx
111useUII/ (Imi Aucient l)[OJlIfUleut.s Trnstees.

(2) This Act shall not exteud to NortJwru Ireland.

16. The costs charges and expenses of and incidental' to the
preparatioll applying for obtaining and passing of this Act or other­
wise in relation thereto shall be paid by the National Trust and may
in whole or in part be defrayed out of revenue.

Repealed by
Sec. 16 of
N.T. Act
1939·

Cosls of
Act.
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[Ch. Ixxxvi.] Natio71al Trust Act 1939. [2 & 3 GEO. 6.]
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Conmlons in this present Parliament assembled and by the authority
of the S,lffiC as follows :-

Short and
collective
titles.

oUlcrwisc lnlcrprc1a·
liun.

" The Act of 1907 " means the National Trust Act 1907 ;

., The Scheme" means the Scheme set out in tile Schedule
to the National Trust Charity Scheme Conlinnatiun Act

1919 ;

" The Act o[ 1937 " means the Nationat Trust Act 1937 ;

" Settlement" " SetUed land" "Tenant for life" "Trustees
of the Settlement" "Statutory owner" and " Trustees
for sale" have the same respccti\'c meanings as in the
Settled Land Act 1925 ;

" Principal rdansion House" means a principal mansion "housc
on settled land within the mcaning of Section GS of the
Settled Land Act 19'5 ;

" The Council" means thc Council of the NaUonal Trust.

2. In this Act unless the subject or context
requires :-

" The National Trust" means the Natiunal Trust fur Places
of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty;

1.-(1) This Act may be cited as the National Tmst Act 1939·

(2) The National Trust Acts 1~u7 to 1937 and this Act may be
cited together as the National Trust Acts 1907 to 1939·

AN

ACT

And whereas by the NatioD<l} Trust Act 1937 it is provided that
grants and leases made by tenants for life to the National Trust of
settled land not exceeding five acres in extcnt shall be deemed to be
made far the general benefit of the settled land and for a charitable
purpose in connection with the settled land but it has been round
that the power so conferred upon tenants for life is insufficient
fully to attain the objects contemplated at the passing of that Act:

WHEl~EAS under the Nationat Trust Acts 1907 to 1937 the
National Trust Ior }'!aces of Historic Interest or Natural

Beauty (in this Act called " the National Tmst ") has power to
acquire lands for the purposes of those Acts:

To make further provision with respect to the transfer
of lands to the National Trust for Places of
Historic Interest or Natural Beauty and for other
purposes. [28th J1Ily 1939.]

Preamble

And whereas it is expedient to make such further provISion
as in this Act contained with respect to grants to the National Trust
by limited owners and trustees for sale of houses and lands suitable
to be acquired by the National Trust:

And whereas it is expedient that the other powers contained
in this Act should be conferred an the National Trust and that the
other provisions contained in this Act should be enacted:

And whereas the objects of this Act cannot be attained without
the authority of Parliament:

May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted
and be it enacted by the King's mast Excellent Majesty by and with

3.-(1) If a. Settlement comprises a principal mansion house
the National Trust may accept and retain and the temmt for life
may grant gratuitously or otherwise to tile National Trust in fee
simple or absolutely or for the whole or any less estate (not being a
leasehold interest created pursuant to Section 4 of tltis Act)comprised
in the Settlement :-

(iI) the principal mansion house an the settled land and the
pleasure grounds and park and lands (if any) usually occu­
pied therewith (in this Act together referreu to as "the
mansion house It) ;

(b) any lands occupied or enjoyed [or the purposes of agri­
culture sport or afforestation the acquisition of which in

2g

Power to
srant settled
mn.nsion
anulands
to National
Trust.

,s
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the opmlOn of the Council is necessary or desirable for
preserving the amenities of the principal mansion house (in
this Act together referred to as " amenity lands ") :

(c) (i) an annual sum charged upon any other lands or
buildings comprised in the Settlement; or

(ii) the settled interest or estate in any such lands or
buildings and any tights easements or interests therein
or thereoyer; or

(iii) capital moneys subject to the Settlement or investments
representing the same
(in this Act together or separately referred to as " the
endowment ") which in the opinion of the Council it
may be desirable to hold for the provision by means of
such annual sum or out of the rcnts profits and income
of such lands buildings capital moneys or investments of
adequate funds applicable for the maintenance and
preservation of the mansion house and the amenity lands
held or acquired by the National TlUst

subject nevertheless to any incumbrullce having priority to the
Settlement and to any lease or tenancy affecting the property
assured.

(2) Any disposition under the power conferred by this Section
shall be deemed to be a transaction authorised by the Settled Land
Act 1925 and that Act shan apply aecordingly.

(3) Any transfer of capital moneys or investments thereof under
the powers conferred by this seetion shall be executed by the Trustees
of the Settlement by the direction 01 the tenant lor life.

Conditions of 4. Any disposition Wlder the power conferred by Section 3
grant. of this Act (not being a disposition authorised by the Seltled Land

Act 1925 or by the terms of the Settlement) shall be void unless :-

(a) such disposition is made with the previous consent in
writing of the TlUstees of the Settlement or under an Order
of the Court authorising the same to be carried into effect
upon such conditions (as to the form of the lease to be made
as hereinafter in this section mentioned and otherwise) as
the Trustees of the Settlement before giving their consent
may require or the Court may direct ;

30

(b) the C01l11l1issioners of Works shall certify that the principal
mansion house included or proposed io be included in such
disposition is or comprises a builcling of national interest or
architectural historic or artistic interest;

(c) upon or within three months after the making of such dis­
position the National Trust shall execute a lease of the lands
~ll1d buildings comprised in such disposition or of such part
thereof as shall be agreed between the National Trust and
the tenant for life or statutory owner containing such
provisions as in the next following section mentioned.
Such lease (in this Act referred to as " the Lease ") shall
be by way of Vesting Deed in favour of the tenant for life
or statutory owner and so far as applicable Section ·10 and
subsection (2) of Section 53 of the Seltled Land Act 1925
shall apply as if the acceptance of the lease were the
acquisition of land to be made subject to the Settlement
which affected the land comprised in the lease inunediately
before the making of the disposition thereoC authorised by
this Act;

(il) under the Lease or otherwise the National TlUst shall be
subject to an obligation to maintain and preserve the
mansion house and amenity lands included in such disposi­
tion so rar as there sholl be funds available for that purpose
from the endowment but not further.

5.-(1) The Lease shall be for such term at such nominal or Terms of
other yearly rent and subject to such covenants and conditions and LNcat~e bYt

a 'Iona
generally on such terms and subject to such provisions as may be Trust.
approved by the TlUstees of the Settlement or by the Court.

(2) The Lease-

(11) shall contain a covenant by the lessee to admit the public
to view such part or parts of the demised premises at
such times and on such terms as may be agreed upon by
the National Trust and therein specified or referred to ;

(b) shall contain such restrictive covenants by the lessee in
respect of the user of the demiscd premises as may be
reasonably required by the National Trust for ensuring
that the principal mansion house shall not be used
otherwise than as a private dwelling-house and for
preserving the amenities thereof;
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(c) may contain a covenant condition or agreement by the
lessee against assigning underletting charging or partillg
with the possession of the premises demised or any part
thereof without the licence or consent of the National
Trust such licence or consent not to be unreasonably
withheld.

(3) Section 84 of the Law of Property Act 1925 shall not apply
to restrictions imposed by the Lease,

6.-(1} On receiving any request for their consent under
paragraph (a) of Section.I of this Act the TlUstees of the Settlement
shall give notice in writing thereof to every person of full age having
a beneficial interest under the Settlement which is not limited to
ta.ke effect subsequent to an estate tail to which a person already in
existence is or may become entitled in possession and no such
consent by the Trustecs shall be effecth'c if any person to whom
such notice shall be !:iO gi\'cn shall within three months after the
service thereof request the Trustees in writing not to consent or if
any person having such a beneficial interest as aforesaid is under
the ag'e of 21 years or of unsound mind.

(2) In considering any such request the Trustees of the Settle­
ment shall ha\"e regard to the considerations mentioned in para­
graphs (i) to (v) inclusive of the next following section of this Act
and to such other considerations as in the circumstances of the case
they may consider to be relevant.

(3) Paragraph ((I) of Section 97 of the Settled Land Act 1925
shall apply to any consent gi\'en by the Trustees of the Settlement
under pilragraph ((I) of Section 4 of this Act.

7. On any application to the Court for an order under para­
I;raph (u) of Section 4 of this Act the Trustees of the Settlement
and all persons (whether of full age or not) ha\'ing benelicial interests
under the Settlement not limited to tal<c effect subsequent to all
estate tail tu which a person already in existence is or may become
entitled in possession and such other persons (if any) as the Court
shall direct shall bc made respondents to the application and on
any such application the Court shall hayc regard to thc following
considerations namely :-

(i) the interest of all persons (born or unborn) \\'ho ha\'e or
may be expected to hayc beneJkial interests under the
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settlement including the benefit (whether financial or o(
any other character) to be derived ,by such persons from
the lease hereinbefore mcntioned mcl from any future
lease or tenancy that may be granted;

(ii) any bencHt which may bc expected to accrue to the part
of the seWed land not proposed to be assured to the
National Trust or to any part thereof ei~her from the
preservation of the amcnities thereof or otherwise;

(iii) the amount of the funds (if any) ,vhich will be available
for the prcservation and maintellance by the National
Trust of the mansion house and amenity lands proposed
to be assured to ti,e National Trust;

(iv) the relation between ((I) the amount of any annual sum
proposed to be charged under paragraph (c) of subsection (1)
of Section 3 of tllis Act or (as the case may be) of the
cstimated present and prospective income derived and
to be deri\ed from the ownership of any land and buildings
or any capital moneys or investmcnts thereof proposed
to be assured under that paragraph and (b) the sum being
the average yearly sum expended during the seven years
last preceding the application to the Court out of the
property subject to the Settlement or the rents profits
and income thereof in the maintenance and preservation
of the mansion house and amenity lands proposed to be
assured to the National Trust;

(v) the desirability ill the public interest oC the preservation
as part of the inalienable property of the National TlUst
of the mansion house and amenity lands proposed to be
assw'ed;

(vi) such other considerations as in the circumstances of each
case the Court may consider to be relevant.

8. Any mansion house ur amenity lands assured to the
National Trust under this Act shall be inalienable by the National
Trust but so that (except in rel;ard to the Lease) the provisions of
Clause I of the Scheme shall apply thereto as if the same had become
inalienable under Section 21 (Certain propcliy of Trust to be inalien­
able) of the Act of 1907.
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9.-(1) (a) The powers by this Act conferred upon a tenant for
life shall for the purposes of subsection (I) of Section 28 of the Law of
Property Act 1925 (which confers powers on trustees for sale) be
deemed to be powers of the tenant for life under the Settled Land Act
1925.

(b) Before exerClSlllg any such powers trustees for sale shall
obtain an Order of the Court.

(c) The lease required by Section 4 of this Act to be made shall
be made in favour of the trustees for sale.

{)f chattel of any description the National Trust may act in any trusts
for or as trustee of such property as if the same were devoted to
public purposes within the meaning of subsection (2) of Section 4
(General purposes of National Trust) of the Act of 1907.

14. For the purposes 01 Section 32 (Bye-laws) uf the Act 01
1907 as amended by Section II (Bye-laws) 01 the Act of 1937 any
lands or property in which the National Trust is entitled to a lease­
hold interest in possession shall be deemed to be lands or property
.of the National Trust held for the benefit of the Nation.

Extension
ol powor to
make
bye-laws.

Service of
notices.

Jurisdiction
aad
procedure.

Grant of
casements
in respect ol
inalienable
properties.

Extension
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the National
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(d) The instrument or instruments creating the trust for sale
and defining beneficial interests in the proceeds of sale or the rents
and profits until sale of the land shal1 be deemed to be the Settlement
for the puriJoses of this Act.

(2) In any case in which the statutory powers of a tenant for
life are exercisable by a statutory owner the statutory owner shall
not exercise any power by this Act conferred upon a tenant for life
except under an Order of the Court.

(3) Section 7 of this Act shall apply to any application for an
Order under this Section.

. 10. The provisions of Section 196 of the Law of Property Act
1925 shall extend to notices required to be served under this Act.

11. Section II3 of the Settled Land Act 1925 shall extend and
apply to all matters within the jurisdiction of the Court under this
Act as it applies to matters within the jurisdiction of the Court under
that Act.

12. Notwithstanding l.mythiIlg ill Section 21 (certain property
of Trust to be inalienable) of the Act of 1907 or in the Scheme the
National Trust may grant any easement or right (not including a
right to the exclusive possession of the surface) over or in respect of
any property made inalienable by or under the said Section or this
Act and if such grant be by way of lease the same shall be valid and
effectual without the sanction of an Order of the Charity Commis­
sioners.

_ 13. If the Council shall by resolution declare that in further­
ance of the general purposes of the National Trust it is desirable that
the public should l,a"e access to any land building fumiture picture
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15. All powers by this Act given to the National Trust or to a
tel)ant for life or to trustees for sale shall be deemed to be·in addition
to and not in derogation of any other powers conferred on them
respectively by Act of Parliament or by deed or will and the National
Trust or such tenant for life or trustees for sale as the case may be
may exercise all such other powers as if this Act had not been passed.

16.-(1) The National Trust Acts 1907 to 1939 (except sub­
section (2) of Section 6 of the Act of 1937 and Sections 3 to II
inclusive of this Act) shall extend to the Isle of Man: Provided
always that the powers of the National Trust shall not be exercised
with reference to any property situate in the Isle of Man without the
approval of the Tynwald and that nothing in the said Acts shall
.extend to prejudice or affect the rights and powers of the l\'Ianx
Museum and Ancient Monuments Trustees.

(2) The Act of 1937 and this Act shall not extend to Northern

Ireland.

(3) Section 15 (Extent 01 Acts) of the Act 01 1937 is hereby

'"epealed,

17. The costs chiuges and expenses of and incidental, to the
preparation applying for obtaining and passing of this Act or other­
wise in relation thereto shall be paid by the National Trust and may
in whole or in part be defrayed out of income,

35

Power!; of
Act
cUl1lulatlvC'.

Extent 01
Ach.

Costs of
Ace.

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



And whereas the powers of investment vested in the council of
the National Trust under the National Trust Act "907 to 1939
are w1duly restricted and it is expedient in order to carry out
more effectively the objects and purposes of the National Trust
that the powers of investment of the said council should be
enlarged and extended as provided by this Act:

An Act to amend the National Trust Acts Hl07 to 1939
to confer further powers upon the National Trust for
Places of HistOlic Interest or Natural Beauty and
upon the council thereof and for other purposes.

[6th May 1953.]

WHEREAS by ti,e National Trust Act "907 (in this Act called
" tile Act of 1907 ") the National Trust for Places of Historic

interest or Natural Beauty (in this Act called" the National Trust ")
was incorporated;

And whereas the National Trust was established for the general
purposes of promoting the pennanent preservation for the benefit of
the nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beauty
or historic interest and as regards lands for the preservation (so
far as practicable) of their natural aspect features and animal
and plant life:

Anrl whereas by the National Trust Charity Scheme Con­
firmation Act 1919 the National Trust Act '937 and the National
Trust Act 1939 the purposes of the National Trust wele extended
and further powers were conferred on the National Trust;

And whereas provisions are contained in the Act of 1907 with
regard to the minimum subscriptions of ordinary subscribing
members of the National Trust a.nd the liability for and the payment
of such subscriptions:

And whereas it is expedient that the said provisions should be
amended as by tlus Act provided and the provisions contained
in this Act with regard to the subscriptions of ordinary subscribing
members should be enacted:

or
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(b) any other moneys from time to time received or held by
the National Trust on capital account;

in all or any of the following investments securities and obligations
subject in the case of any such moneys as are referred to in the
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And whereas the objects of this Act cannot be attained without
the.authority of Parliament:

May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted
and be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal
and Commons in tllis present Parliament assembled and by the
authority of the same as follows ;-

1.-(1) This Act may be cited as the National Trust Act "953·

(0) The National Trust Acts 1907 to "939 and this Act may
be cited together as the National Trust Acts 1907 to "953·

2. In this Act unless the subject or context otherwise requires­
" the Act of 1907 " means ti,e National Trust Act "9u7 ;
" the council" means the council of the National Trust;
" the National Trust JI means the National Trust for Places

of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty.

3.-(1) The council may by resolution from time to time
determine the minimum amount of the annual subscription
required (or qualification as an ordinary subscribing member of
the National Trust and as from the coming into operation of the
first such resolution as aforesaid paragraph (..\) of sectiun I.~

(Constitution of National Trust) of the Act of 1907 is hereby

repealed.
(0) Nothing in the last foregoing subsection shall affect the

status of a person as an ordinary subscribing member of the
National Trust during the currency of an annual subscription of
his (whether paid before or after the repeal effected by the last
foregoing subsection) if at the time when the subscription was
paid it was not less than the minimum annual subscription then
required for qualification as an ordinary subscribing memuer.

(3) Section 15 (Subscriptions) of the Act of 1907 is hereby

Iepealed.

4.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 27
(Application of revenue) or section 28 (Capital) of the Act of 1907
the council may invest-

((I) any such balance as is referred to in the said section 27 ;

L--' ._'J

[Ch.vii.]lVatiollal T1''ltst Act, 1953.

CHAPTER vii

l~ IX 2 .t..L1Z. 2.J
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foregoing paragraph (b) to the provisions of any trust affecting
the same or to any directions conditions or restrictions attached
thereto or imposed by the donor thereof :-

(i) investments in which trustees are for the time being
authorised by Ia.w to invest trust funds;

(ii) public stocks or funds or government securities of any
part of Her Majesty's dominions' or of the territories
under Her protection or the United States of America;

(iii) deposit receipts bonds debentures debenture stock
mortgages or securities of any corporation company or
body whether municipal railway pUblic-utility commer­
cial industrial investment-trust mortgage insurance
banking or of allY other class registered or incorporated
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland or any part of Her Majesty's dominions or of
the territories under Her protection or the United
States of America or guaranteed lien preference or
preferred or ordinary or deferred or common stocks or
shares of any such corporation company or body or
any securities whatsoever issued or guaranteed by any
such corporation company or body and in the case of
banks and insurance companies whether there is or is
not liability for calls or other payments.

(2) The National Trust may retain and hold any investments
which may be transferred to the National Trust otherwise than
by way of purchase notwithstanding that such investments may
not be of the nature authorised by the foregoing provisions of
this section.

(3) All investments made by the cOllllcil shall be m,ade with
the advice and under the direction of a finance committee appointed
in accordance with the provisions of the Act of 1907.

(4) Paragraph (b) of section 4 (Extension of powers of National
Trust) of the National Trust Act 1937 shall be read and have effect
as if for the words" tile general law for tlle investment of trust
funds JI in that paragraph there were substituted the words
If section -+ (Powers of investment) of tile National Trust Act

1953· "

5. The costs charges and expenses of and incidental to the
preparation of the applying for and the obtaining and passing
of this Act or otherwise in relation thereto shall be paid by the
National Trust and may in whole or in part be defrayed out of
income.
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Special Exemption enjoyed by the National Trust
under General Statutes.

Finance (19°9-10) Act, 1910-

PART V.-STAMPS,

74.-(1) Any Con,'eyance or transfer operating 'as a voluntary
disposition inter vivos shall be chargeable with the like stamp duty
as if it were a cOIlvcyance or transfer on sale, with the substitution
in each case of the value of the property conveyed or transferred for
the amount or value of the consideration for the sale:

Provided that this section shall not apply to a conveyance or
transfer operating as a voluntary disposition of property to a body
of persons incorporated by " special act, if that body is by its act
precluded from dividing any profit among its members and the
property conveyed is to be held Ior the purposes of an open space or
for the purposes of its presen1ation for the benefit of the nation.

Finance Act, 1931-

40,-(1) Where any estate or interest in land :-

(a) is giYen, devised, or bequeathed by any person to, and
so as to become indefeasibly vested in, the National
Trust and is held by that Trust inalienably for the public
benefit; or

(b) is given, devised or bequeathed by any person to, and
so as to become indefeasibly vested in, the Conmlissioners
of Works, or a local authority, and accepted by the
Conunissioners or authority under section two of the
Ancient Monunlents Consolidation and Amendment
Act, "9r3 ;

the Treasury may, if that person dies after the commencement of
this Act, and the estate or interest was the whole estate or interest of
that person in the land, remit any duties le"iable on or with reference
to the death of that person, and no propeliy the duties in respect of
which arc remitted Wlder this section shall be aggregated with any
other property for the purpose of fixing the rate of any estate duty.

(2) In this section the expression" National Trust" means the
National Trust for Places of Historic lnterest or Natural Beauty
incorporated by the National Trust Act "907,
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... "'V~"'V""I.- ~,J. .... v ..... ';1.)/--

PART V.-MISCELLl\NEOUS AND GENERAL.

31.-(r) Where any estate or interest in land (in this section
referred to a.s "the settled property") is given devised or
bequeathed by any person (in this section referred to as "the
disponer ") in such manner as to render the National Trust entitled
indefeasibly to the settled property subject to one or more life
interests created by the gift, devise or bequest, being life interests
to which this section applies, but to no other interest so created,
exemption from death duties shall be granted subject to and in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

(2) The life interests to which this section applies are-

(11) a life interest (whether extending to the whole or to a
part only of the rents and profits arising from the settled
property, and whether or not determinable upon an
event other than death) given to the disponer;

(b) a like interest given to the spouse or a child of the disponer
and commencing, so as to entitle the beneficiary as from
its commencement to receipt for his own use of all the
rents and profits to which it extends, on the date of the
cesser of an int.erest given to the disponer as aforesaid;

(c) a like interest gi\'cn to the spouse or i.1 child of the disponer
and commencing as aforesaid on the date on which the
gift is made;

(il) a like interest devised or bequeathed to the spouse or a
child of the disponer and commencing as aforesaid on the
date of the disponer's death,

(3) In the case of any estate duty that would, but for this
provision, ha\'e been. leviable in respect of the settled property or
any part thereof on or with reference to the d~i.1th after the passing
of this Act of the disponer, or of n. person, whether being the disponer
or a spouse or child of his, to whom such an interest as aforesaid is
given, devised or bequeathed, exemption shall be granted, if on the
death the settled property passes, or a benefit acerues therefrom, to
the National Trust, as follows, that is to say :_

(a) exemption shall be granted as to an amOlUlt of that duty
(whether being the whole or a part thereof) corresponding
to the extent to which the settled property passes. or a
benefit aCL:l'ues there from, to the National Trust as com­
pared with the extent to which the settled property passes,
or a benerlt accrues there(rom, to any person or persons
entitled to such an interest or interests as aforesaid;

4°

Fiu""ee Act, 1937.

(b) for the purposes of this subsection, the extent to which on a
death the settled property passes, or a benefit accrues
therefrom. to any person shall be computed by reference
to the extent to which that person becomes on the death
entitled to recei\"e for his own use the rents and profits
arising from the settled property computed as at the death:

Provided that, where the death is that of the disponer
under a gift and the National Trust is i~mediately before
the death entitled to any extent to receipt of the rents and
profits of the settled property for its own use, the settled
property shall be deemed to that extent to pass to the
National Trust on the death;

(c) where exemption is granted as to a part of the estate duty
leviable on or with reference to any death, the residue
thereof shall be charged and borne in like manner as if the
passing on the death, or the benefit accruing on the death,
as the case may be, had been a passing, or a benefit accru­
ing, wholly to the person or persons other than the National
Trust mentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(4) In the case of any succession duty that would, but for this
provision, have been leviable in respect of a succession taken by the
National Trust after the passing of this Act and comprising the
settled property or any part thereof, exemption shall be granted as
to the whole 01 that duty:

Provided that the exemption from succession duty granted by
this subsection shall not have effect in the case of a succession con­
ferred otherwise than by such a gift, devise or bequest as aforesaid.

(5) The exemptions from duty conferred by the foregoing pro­
visions of this section shall not have effect unless within six lnonths
from the date on which the gilt is made, or the date of the death of
the testator, as the case may be, or, in the case of a gift made before
the date or the passing of this Act, that date, or within such extended
period as the Commissioners of Inland Revenue may allow, the
interest of the' National Trust has been so dealt with as to be held by
the Trust inalienably.

(6) Where the requirements of subsection (I) 01 section forty
of the Finance Act, 1931, are fulfilled in relation to any estate or
interest in land given, devised or bequeathed by any person to the
National Trust, then, if that person dies after the passing of this Act,
the estate or interest shall be exempt from any duties which might
under that subsection have been remitted by the Treasury.

(7) In this seetion the expression" the National Trust" has
the same meaning as in section forty of the Finance Act, 1931.

:n & zz
Geo, 5. c. zB.

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



Savings lor
stamp duty
on certain
Conv~yanc~s

and Leases

Exemption
from estate
duty of
maintenance
funds ch'cn
to National
Trtlst.

Finance Act I947-

54.-(1) This Part of this Act so far as it increases any duty
chargeable under or by reference to the heading" Conveyance or
Transfer whether on sale or otherwise," the heading" Conveyance
or Transfer on sale," or the heading" Lease or Tack," in the First
Schedule to the Stamp Act, 1891, shall not apply in any case where
the conveyance, transfer or letting is made or agreed to be made to
a body of persons established for charitable purposes only or to the
trustees of a trust so established:

. Provided that no instrument not stamped with the duty to which
it would apart from this subsection be liable shall be deemed by
virtue of this subsection to be duly stamped unless it has in accord­
ance with the provisions of section twelve of the Stamp Act, 1891 ,

been stamped with a particular stamp denoting that it is duly
stamped.

Finance Act 1949-

31.-(I) Any exemption from estate duty conferred by section
tltirty-one of the Finance Act, I937, in relation to an estate or
interest in land given, devised or bequeathed by any person to the
National Tmst shall, in the case of duty leviable on or with reference
to a death occurring after the commencement of tltis Part of this
Act, be granted also, and to the like extent, to any other property
given, devised or bequeathed by him with that estate or interest
as a source of income Ior the upkeep of the land.

(2) Property shall not be deemed for the purposes of this section
to be given, devised or bequeathed with an estate or interest in
land if either is subject to an interest or power o( appointment
created by the gift, devise or bequest to which the other is not·
subject :

Provided that for the purposes of tIns subsection any trust to
apply i.ncome of the property for the upkeep of the land or in meetiog
liabilities or expenses accruing in respect of the land or the property
(including a trust to accumulate income for any such purpose)
shall be treated as creating the like interests in the property as may
from time to time subsist in the land.

(3) Where property given, devised or bequeathed with an estate
or interest in land is in the opinion of the Corrunissioners more than
enough to provide (with a reasonable margin) for the upkeep of the
land out of the income of the property, so much only as is in their

d2

I'

Finance Act, 1949.

opinion enough for that purpose shall be deemed to be given, devised
or bequeathed as mentioned in subsection (1) of this section.

(4) In this section the expression" National Trust" means the
National Tmst for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty
or, in relation to Scotland, the National Trust for Scotland for l)laces
of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty.

[The Commissioners above refcrred to are the ·Commissiollcrs
of Inland Revenue.]

Fiu-a'nce Act 1951-

33.-(1) Section thirty-one of the Finance Act, 1937, and
section t1tirty-one of the Finance Act, 1949 (which sections exempt
from estate duty in certain circumstances land given to the National
Trust and maintenance funds given with land so exempted, and arc
hereafter in this scction respectively called" the 1937 section"
and" the 1949 section ") shall in the case of property given to the
National Trust be extended as follows:-

(n) any exemption from estate duty conferred by the I937
section in relation to an estate or interest in land given
by any person to the Trust shall be granted also, and to
the like extent, to any objects ordinarily kept at the time
o( the gift in a building forming part o( the land, and given
by h.im with that estate or interest with a view to their
preservation or use in the building, and where objects so
given are exempted by virtue of this paragraph tl,e I949
section shall apply as if they formed part of the building:

(b) where a person gi\'(~s to the Trust uny objects ordinarily
kept at the time of the gift in a building which is then
inalienably vested in the Trust, and he does so with a
view to the objects' preservation or use in the building,
then (subject to paragraph (d) uf this subsection) the
1937 section and the 1949 section shall apply in the case
of the objects so given as j( the property comprised in the
girt had been an estate or interest in lanel, except that any
condition as to the Trust's interest being held by it
inalienably for the public benefit shall not apply;

(c) where a person gives property to the Trust as a source of
income (or the upkeep-

(i) of any land which is at tl,e time of the gift inalien­
ably vested in the Trust; or

Exemptions
from estate
duty in
connection
with
prcservation
of land {or
public
benefit.
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Fi1la1lce Act, 1951.

(ii) of any objects which are then vested in the Trust
and ordinarily kept in a building forming part of
any such land, having been given to the Trust
with a view to their preservation or use in that
building;

and he gave or joined in giving to the Trust its estate or
interest in that land or those objects, as the case may be.
then (subject to paragraph (iI) of this subsection) the "937
section shall apply in the case of any o[ the property so
given, whether an estate or interest in land or not, as it
applies to an estate or interest in land, except that any
condition as to the Trust's interest being held by it in·
alienably for the public benefit shall not apply;

(iI) paragraph (u) and sub-paragraph (ii) of paragraph (c) of
this sub-section shall not apply in the case of any object~

unless the girt of the objects or property in respect 01
which exemption is claimed by virtue of that paragraph
is made by a person who also gave or joined in giving
to the Trust its estate or interest in the building in which
the objects are ordinarily kept at the time of the said gifL

(2) \Vhere, with a view to the preservation of a house or other
building for the public benefit, a person gives or has given an estate
or interest in the building to, or to trustees for, a Government
department, a local authority or any other body not estahlished or
conducted for profit, and the Treasury (whether before or after the
time of the gift) direct that the gift should he trealed as falling
within this subsection, then the 1937 section and the 19-1-9 section,
together with the foregoing subsection of this section, shall apply
in relation to the building and any grounds given with it and specified
in the direction, as if references to the National Trust were references
to that department, authority or body or to those trustees as the
case may be and as if their estate or interest in the building and
any such growlds were inalienably vested in them.

In the two next following subsections ailY reference to a building
includes any grounds specified or to be specilied in a direction under
this subsection relating to the building.

(3) The Treasury shall not give a direction under tile foregoing
subsection in the case of any building unless in their opinion-

(n.) the building is one for the preservation of which special
steps should be taken by reason of its outstanding historic

44

or architectural or aesthetic interest and the cost of
preserving it ; . and

(~) the department authority or body in question is an
appropriate one to be responsible for the building's
preservation;

and before giving any such direction the Treasury may require
such undertakings to be entered into as they think appropriate
for securing the preservation of the building and reasonable access
thereto for the public (including undertakings restricting the use
or disposal of the building).

(4) Any undertakings entered into a.s a.foresaid may be varied
from time to time by agreement between the Treasury and the
person bound by the undertakings, and the Treasury may require
further undertakings to be entered into as a condition for agreeing
to any such variation or consenting to anything for which their
consent is required by any undertaking; and the obligations
imposed by any such undertaking shall be enforceable for the public
benefit by injwlction (or, in Scotland, by interdict or by petition
under section ninety-one of the Court of Session Act. 1868). and
any purported disposition of a building' in contravent~on thereof
be void. as if the obligations had been imposed by Act of Parliament.

(5) For the purposes of this section, except in so far as the
context otherwise requires-

(n) the expression" gilt " includes devise and bequest and the
expression" give" shall be construed accordingly, and in
relation to a devise or bequest any reference to the time
of the gift shall be construed as a reference to lhe time
of the testator's death;

(b) the expression" vested" means indefeasibly vested, and
a building or land shall be deemed to be inalienably.
vested in the National Trust if an estate or interest therein
is vested in the Trust (whether in possession or not) and
has been so dealt wi th as to be hetel by the
Trust inalienably:

(c) any reference to giving objects shall be construed as a
reference to giving the whole or a limited interest in the
objects, and any reference tu objects being vested III

the National Tmst shall be conslrued accordingly;
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(d) the expression "National Trust" means the National
Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty
or, in relation to Scotland, the National Trust for Scotland
for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty;

(c) the expression "local authority" means the Common
Council of the City of London or a local authority within
the meaning of the Local Government Act, 1933, the
London Government Act, r939, or the Local Government
(Scotland) Act, 1947.

(6) An object shall not be deemed for the purposes of para­
graph (a) of subsection (I) of this section to be given with an estate
or interest in land if either is subject to an interest or power of
appointment created by the gift of it to which the other is not
subject:

Provided that, where the object is given subject to one or morc.
life interests created by the gift of it to which the estate or interest
is not subject, but which (if it were 50 subject) would fall within
subsection (2) of the r937 section, then the said paragraph (a)
shall apply in relation to the object as it would apply if the estate
or interest had also been given subject to that life interest or those
life interests.

(7) Where the property given by any person as a source of
income for the upkeep of any land or objects is in the opinion of
the Commissioners more than enough to provide (with a reasonable
margin) for the upkeep of the land or objects out of the income of
the property, so much only as is in their opinion enough for that
purpose shall be deemed for the purposes of paragraph (c) of sub­
section (I) of tllis section to be given as a source of income for the
upkeep of the land or objects, and in determining what is enough
for that purpose the Commissioners shall have regard to any other
property given by the same or any other person as a source of
income for the upkeep of the land or objects or any part thereof
(with or without any other land or objects).

(8) This section applies to duty leviable on or with reference to
any death occurring after the commencement of this Act but in
relation to duty 50 leviable shall apply to gifts made before as well
as after that commencement.

[The Commissioners above referred to are the Commissioners
of Inland Revenue].
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