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Field JVlonuments
Act 1972

CHAPTER 43

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Section

I. Acknowledgment payments under agreements for the
protection of field monuments.

2. Effect of acknowledgment payment agreement in relation
to demolition etc. of monuments.

3. Citation, construction and extent.

SCHEDULE-Acknowledgment payment agreements.
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ELIZABETH IT
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Field lvlonurnents
Act 1972

1972 CHAPTER 43

An Act to make provision for agreements for the
protection of certain ancient monnments and con­
sequen tial provision for payments under such agree­
ments out of moneys provided by Parliament to
occnpiers of land which is the site of such a monument.

[27th July 1972] .,

BElT ENACTED by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and
. with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by tile authority of the same, as follows;-

1.-(1) The Secretary of State may make payments to any Acknowledg­
occupier of land which is the site of a field monument, if in the men! payments
opinion of the Secretary of State there is a danger that the mOllU- under t r

'11 b .. d' h f' I ' . agreemen s .orment \VI e lI1Jure 111 t. e course 0 agncu ture or J.orestry, m the pro(ection
consideration of the occupier entering into an agreement under of field
this Act with the Secretary of State for the protection of that monuments.
monument, and as an acknowledgment of the occupier under-
taking the duties and liabilities for which the agreement provides.

In this Act-
"field monument" means an ancient monument which is

for the time being specified in a list published under
section 12 of the Ancient Monuments Consolidation 1913 c. 31.
and Amendment Act 1913 or in respect of which a
notice has been served under section 6(1) of the Ancient 1931 c. 16.
Monuments Act 1931 (notice of intention to include a
monument in a list under the said section 12);

" acknowledgment payment agreement" means an agreement
under this Act; and

"acknowledgment payment" means a payment under an
acknowledgment payment agreement
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Effect of
acknowledg­
ment paylllf:nt
agrcem~nt in
relation to
dcmolili::m
~lc. or
1110nLlll1Cnts.

1931 c. 16.

(2) Any person who has an interest in land which is the site
of a field monulI1ent may be a party to an acknowledgmcnt pay­
ment ngrcemcnl in addition to the occ.upic\'; but no ptrson other
than the oo:cupier slwll be clltilied Ulld~l~,thislf... ,.:t to an ackno\\'ledg-
ment payment. ,.' , .

(3) Without prejudicc to the gcneralily ofsubscction (1) abo\c,
an acknowledgnlent payment agreement-

(11) may restrict the usc or the site of the monument;

(b) may prohiLJil ill relntion to the site thc doillg of any such
thing as may be specified in the agreement;

(c) may provide for the carrying out of such work ill relation
to the site and the uoing of such other things in relation
to it as may be so specified;

(d) shall provide for the making of acknowledgment pay­
ments, of slIch amounts and upon such terms as may
bc specified in the agreement, in recognition of the
interference with agriculture or forestry which is
expected to be caused by the carrying out of tbe
agreement.

(4) Part I of the Schedule to this Act shall have effect to
empower limited owners and trustees to enter into acl:nowledg­
ment payment agreements, and Part 11 shall have effect as to the
enforcement of ucknowledgment payment agreements.

2. After section 6(2) of the Ancient Monuments Act 1931
(which makes it an offence in certain circumstances to execute
any work I"or the purpose of dcmolishing, removing or repairing
any part of an ancient monument or of making any alteration
or addition to sucl~ a monument until the expiration of three
months' notice 01" intention to do so) there sball be inserted tile
following subsection:-

"(1A) Where a notice under si1bsection (1) of this section
relates to an ancient monument in respect of which an
acknowledgment payment agreement is ill force at the date
on which the notice is given, and the person who gives the
notice is bound by the agreement, that subsection shall bave
e(fect in relation to that person and that notice as if the
reference to the expiration of three months after the giving
of the notice were a reference to the end of tbe period for
which the agreement was made or the expiration of tbree
months after the giving of the notice. whichever sball be
later.

3.-(1) This Act may be cited as the Field ivlonuments Act Citalion.
1972, and the Ancient Monuments Acts ]913 tu 1953 and this cen'lruclio!l
Act may be cited to~elher us the I\ncient fv]olltllnc"ls Acl~; 1913 ami ,,'CII'.
to 1972-

(2) AllY rcf',;rem:c in this Act 10 any CII~lctmCllt is n re{'crcltci.:
to it as <.\1I1cnded by or under any other cnacl11lcnl.

(3) This Act shall not extcnd to 1··lorthern Irelund.
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Section J.
SCHEDULE

ACKNOWLEDGMENT PAYMENT AGREElo.'1ENTS

4. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to give to the local
authority's officer the information necessary to enable him to comply
with paragraph 3 above.

Sen.

1925 c. 18.

1925 c. 10.

1915 c. 23.

1921 c. 53.

1925 c. 2:!.

PART I

LIMITED OWNERS AND TRUSTEES

Ellglalld alld Wales

I.-(l) The tenanl for life under the Settled Land Act 1925 of land
in England or Wales which is settled land for the purposes of that Act
may enter into an acknowledgment payment agreement relalillg to
any of Ihe settled land.

(2) Trustees for sale wilhin the meaning of the Law of Properly
Act J925 and personal representatives within the meaning of the
Administration of Estates Act 1925 may enter into an acknowledgment
payment agreement relating to any land vested in them.

Scollalld

2.-(1) [n lhe case of land in Scotland, any person being­
(a) the Iiferenler, or

(b) the heir of entail,

in possession of the land shall have power la enLer into acknowledgment
payment agreements relating to the land or any part of it.

(2) The TruslS (Scotland) Act 1921, shall have efTecI as if among
the powers conferred on trustees by section 4 of that Act (which
relates to the general powers of trustees) there were included it power
to enter into acknowledgment paymcnt agreements reJaling to the
trust estate or any part of it.

PART IJ

ENFORCEMENT

England and Wales

3. Jf an acknOWledgment payment agreement imposcs L1lly burden
which is capable of running with land and is intended so to run, the
agreement shall be registered as if it were a locul land charge by the
proper officer of lhe local authority in whose aren the !:J.nd is situated,
and the provisions of the Land Charges ACl 1925, including section
15(1) of thal ACI (which makes an unregistered charge void in cerlain
circumstances) shall have effect accordingly.

In this paragraph" local authority tI means the council of a borough,
including a county boroLlp.h :'Inn <> J ........ rl __ 1... • •

5. The Secretary of State shall, as respects the enforcement of an
acknowledgment payment agreement relating to lanu in England or
Wales against persons other than the original parties to the agreement,
have the like rights as if he had at all material times been the absolute
owner in possession of asccnained land adjacent (0 the land to which
the agreemeat relates and capable of being benefited by the agreemcnt,
and the agreement had been expressed to be for the henelit of that
adjacent land.

6. Section 84 of the Law of Property Act 1925 (which enables the 1925 c. 20.
Lands Tribunal to discharge or modify restrictive covenants) shall not
apply 10 an acknowledgment payment agreement.

Scotlalld

7. An acknowledgment payment agreement relaling to land in
Scotland may be recorded in the General Register of Snsines and, if
so recorded, shall be enforceable at Ihe instance of the Secretary of
State against any person having an interest in the land and against
any person deriving title from him:

Provided that snch an agreemeDt shall not be so enforceable against
any third party who shall have in good faith and for value acquired
right (whether completed by infeftmeat or not) to his interest in the
land prior to the agreement being recorded as aforesnid, or against
any person deriving title from such third party.

PRINTED IN ENGLAND DY C. H. DA),L1S, C.D.
Conltoller of Her Majesty's Statlonery Office Dnd Queen's Printer of Acta of Parlhlment

Second impressio/l November 1972
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