
Key messages World Press Freedom Day 2016 

 Press freedom is confronted by growing challenges of blocking access to online information, which
curbs both people's access to information as well as the range of information and expression online.

 The better the public access to information, the better the climate for respecting fundamental
freedoms, including safety of journalists and creative cultural expression.

 Access to information is not only an end in itself, but also a means as a whole, following Sustainable
Development Goal 16 for the 2030 Agenda.

 A culture of media freedom, pluralism and independence is essential for press freedom, highlighted
in the Windhoek Declaration, adopted 25 years ago.

 Threatening press freedom is threatening access to information, because without a free press,
journalists cannot collect and report their information safely and independently.

 Protecting online and offline journalism should be protected from surveillance overreach and wide-
spread censorship.

 Promoting press freedom and journalist safety will ensure public’s access to impartial and quality 
information.



Quotes 

 “At this time of turbulence and change across the world, including new challenges that require
global cooperation and action, the need for quality information has never been so important – this
requires a strong environment of press freedom and well-functioning systems to ensure the
people’s right to know.”
Director-General, UNESCO, Irina Bokova

 “The common thread among all World Press Freedom Day themes this year is the role of journalism 
as a specialized exercise of the right to free expression that uses professional standards and public 
interest as its lodestar.”
Assistant Director-General, Communication and Information Sector, UNESCO, Frank La Rue

 “We are not the enemy, but we are here to help because gathering information and giving true and 
objective information can only strengthen societies and I think that is something that I would really 
like to see high up on the agenda of Press Freedom Day and beyond.”
Christiane Amanpour, Goodwill Ambassador for Freedom of Expression, journalist and CNN chief 
International Correspondent

 “I think democracy and civil society die in darkness without freedom of information, because
without openness for journalists, they have no hope of illuminating the problems around the world
and holding governments accountable.”
Doug Jehl - Foreign editor, The Washington Post, USA

 “When a journalist is murdered, it is not any person killed, it is killing the possibility for people to
access information. I believe our work needs to be engaged to reduce inequalities and protect the
right to information.”
Ginna Morelo - President, Consejo de Redacción, Colombia

 “Free press is absolutely vital to keeping people informed so that we can have adequate public
debates, and we can have a democracy that works. If we start limiting the amount of the work that
journalists do, if we start closing down the space where they are available to operate in, it is
democracy that suffers.”
Peter Greste -  Journalist, Al Jazeera, Australia/Latvia

Go to the official World Press Freedom Day 2016 website to find more information and content to 
share!  

https://en.unesco.org/world-press-freedom-day-2016/

