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Part 2: The Request Format 

Form ICH-09

	Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide Advisory Services to the Committee

	1. Name of the organization:

Heemkunde Vlaanderen vzw 

The Association for the Study of Local History in Flanders 

	2. Address of the organization:
Huis De Zalm

Zoutwerf 5 

B-2800 Mechelen

Belgium

Tel: 0032 15 20 51 74

Fax: 0032 15 20 54 23

info@heemkunde-vlaanderen.be

www.heemkunde-vlaanderen.be

	3. Country or countries in which the organization is active:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 national 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 international (please specify: ) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 worldwide

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Africa 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arab States

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asia & the Pacific

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Europe & North America

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin America & the Caribbean
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active: 

Belgium

	4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence:

The organization was founded as 'Verbond voor Heemkunde' in 1941. It was registered as legal entity ('vereniging zonder winstgevend doel' ~ not-for-profit organization) in 1971. A reorganization, including the adoption of a new name, took place in 2002.

	5. Objectives of the organization:

Not to exceed 350 words

Heemkunde Vlaanderen wants to be a platform for the heritage community of volunteers studying the local and regional history in Flanders. All objectives of the organization contribute to the general aim of safeguarding the intangible and tangible heritage in Flanders, and sustaining and transmitting this heritage to future generations:

- Heemkunde Vlaanderen wants to support all volunteers and voluntary organizations that are active in the field of local and regional history and heritage. Heemkunde Vlaanderen stimulates the work carried out by 600 local organizations by giving support and training, by informing them through publications and newsletters, by facilitating the access to information, by organizing conferences, by informing them about policy decisions, by making their voice heard at a political level, by participating as a representative body in decision making processes, etc.

- Heemkunde Vlaanderen wants to support and train local museums, archives and documentation centers. This support concerns all aspects of managing and presenting the local heritage collections. 

- Heemkunde Vlaanderen is an association that brings people together who value the history and the heritage of their own local environment and region. The exchange of ideas and information is a central point of departure.

- Heemkunde Vlaanderen wants to be an organization that works in a European and international perspective and that stimulates people to use culture as an instrument towards mutual understanding, respect and sustainable development.

- Heemkunde Vlaanderen wants to be an organization that contributes to an honest and democratic society, respecting cultural diversity and human creativity.

	6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage

	6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other domains - please specify: 

     

	6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, formal or non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other safeguarding measures - please specify: 

     

	6.c. Description of the organization’s activities:

Not to exceed 750 words

Heemkunde Vlaanderen offers support and training to local heritage organisations, individual heritage volunteers and local museums and archives dedicated to local heritage. The activities of the organization are of great value for safeguarding the intangible heritage in Flanders, albeit often in an indirect way. By stimulating and supporting the local commitment of thousands of volunteers, the organization plays an important role in safeguarding the Flemish heritage. The organization currently has five staff members, all of them specialized in (public) history and heritage, both tangible and intangible. One of the staff members acts as a consultant for local voluntary groups, while two staff members both coordinate a specific project, resp. about local heritage museums and an international heritage project. A coordinator oversees the activities of the organization, backed up by a director. It is impossible to present all activities in which the organization is involved, but some recent examples will illustrate the wide range of activities concerning intangible heritage carried out by the organization.

- Organization of courses about a.o. oral history and preservation of audiovisual media: the aim is to offer methodologies and good practices to the community of volunteers, giving them the opportunity to preserve their heritage in a durable and qualitative way. 

- Organization of annual general meetings, focusing on a specific heritage theme. Often this theme is related to intangible cultural heritage, e.g. culinary heritage and folk language (2005) or carnival (2007). 

- Promotion of intangible heritage at general cultural and heritage events. Recently a heritage movie was broadcasted at the annual Flemish Heritage Day, showing testimonies of several people with a different (cultural) background. Cultural diversity is an important issue for the organization in general, and this subject is explored through several pilot projects. 

- In a lot of activities, special attention is given to the participation of children and youngsters. Heritage education is an important issue for the organization in general. 

- The organization permanently follows up national and international evolutions in heritage policy. Recently, the organization was asked to be a partner to support the nomination of the well-known carnival in Aalst for inscription on the Representative list of intangible heritage.

- In recent years the organization was a partner in projects about a.o. folk dances, the immaterial remains of the colonial history in Flanders, the immaterial heritage of stone quarries, the heritage of a youth movement and a competition for heritage movies. 



	7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural heritage practitioners:

Not to exceed 350 words
Heemkunde Vlaanderen is the umbrella organization of associations of local history volunteers in Flanders. The membership of this non-profit association consists of roughly 450 voluntary associations, 426 local museums and 306 local archives and doumentation centres. The cooperation with all these heritage volunteers forms the backbone of the organization. The collaboration with and among these heritage volunteers is genereally considered as a enriching experience for all parties. All collaborative projects are carried out in a spirit of mutual respect. As the examples mentioned above cleary indicate, the exchange of ideas and information is a central point of departure. Through all its activities Heemkunde Vlaanderen strives to contribute to a honest and democratic society, respecting cultural diversity and human creativity.  

One project, however, deserves special attention. Together with two other Belgian heritage NGOs Heemkunde Vlaanderen also took the initiative to build up a new and open European network of heritage organizations: the Inventory of Heritage Organisations in Europe (IHOE - www.heritage-organisations.eu). At this moment more than 330 organizations registered themselves on this website. This network is still constantly growing. This bottom-up initiative is a pioneering venture and might play a crucial role in the future of an active European civil society for heritage. In March 2009 a European conference on civil society organizations active in the field of heritage will be organized in Mechelen. About 180 people from 25 countries are expected to participate at this conference.

	8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization:

Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives. 

	8.a. Membership and personnel

Please submit supporting documents.

	8.b. Recognized legal personality

Please submit supporting documents..

	8.c. Duration of existence and activities

Please submit supporting documents.

	9. Contact person for correspondence:

Eva Van Hoye

Coordinator Heemkunde Vlaanderen

Huis De Zalm

Zoutwerf 5 

B-2800 Mechelen

Belgium

eva.vanhoye@heemkunde-vlaanderen.be

	10. Signature: 
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