DRAFT!

LONG-TERM PROGRAMME 
FOR THE WORK OF THE 
REGIONAL CENTRE FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE IN THE SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE UNDER THE AUSPICES OF UNESCO
 (CATEGORY 2)

І.   For the purposes of this Programme the following definitions accepted in the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage adopted on 17 October 2003 in Paris have been used:
1. The “intangible cultural heritage” means the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith – that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage. This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history, and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity. For the purposes of this Convention, consideration will be given solely to such intangible cultural heritage as is compatible with existing international human rights instruments, as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development.

2. The “intangible cultural heritage”, as defined in paragraph 1 above, is manifested inter alia in the following domains:

(a) oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage;

(b) performing arts;

(c) social practices, rituals and festive events;

(d) knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;

(e) traditional craftsmanship.

3. “Safeguarding” means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage, including the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and nonformal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage.

4. “States Parties” means States which are bound by this Convention and among which this Convention is in force.

ІІ. The objectives of the Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the South-Eastern Europe under the Auspices of UNESCO (the Centre) shall be as follows:

1.  to promote the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (the Convention) and contribute to its implementation in the South-Eastern European sub-region;

2. to increase the participation of communities, groups and individuals in safeguarding intangible heritage in the South-Eastern European countries;

3.  to enhance the capacity of the South-Eastern European Member States of UNESCO in safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage.

4. to coordinate, exchange and disseminate information regarding the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage in the sub-region.

5. to foster regional and international cooperation for safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage.

ІІІ. In order to achieve the above objectives the Centre shall carry out the following types of activity: 
1. Identification & Documentation of intangible cultural heritage elements

The Centre’s activity regarding the identification and documentation of ICH in the region is to help States Parties in the South-Eastern European region identify different ICH elements existing on their territory with the participation of the communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations and document them. , and provide an understanding the transformation of intangible cultural heritage over time. In particular, the collected materials in the process of identification and documentation will be transferred to the archives by way of digitization. 

The Centre is in charge of: 

1.1. Research (studying) of ICH in the region:
· Preparation and dissemination of methodological guidelines/rules/methodology for identification and documentation of ICH elements as a regional working group of experts shall be created to that end;   

· Providing methodological assistance to each country in the region experiencing difficulties in the process of identification and documentation of ICH elements.

1.2. Documentation and registration of ICH:

· According to article 12 of the Convention to ensure identification with a view to safeguarding, each State Party shall draw up one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory. The Centre shall provide assistance to the State Parties in the region for drawing-up and maintenance of such inventories;  
· Provision of methodological assistance to the State Parties regarding the research of the current condition of the ICH elements on their territory included into the already existing inventories and support for the identification, documentation and inclusion of new elements;

· Provision of methodological assistance to the State Parties regarding the preparation of nominations for inscriptions on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in compliance with the criteria on drawing-up, updating and publication of those lists approved by the General Assembly under the Convention;
· Provision of assistance to the State Parties upon the preparation of the regular reports they are obliged to submit to the Intergovernmental Committee on safeguarding of ICH under article 20 of Convention as well as upon submission of information about the inventories kept by them.
· Assistance to organizations and groups bearing ICH elements to maintain an up to date database of ICH;

· Provision of methodological assistance and encouraging the countries from the region whose ICH elements facing a grave threat to keep an inventory of ICH in need of urgent help or doomed to extinction.
1.3. Restoration and digitalization of ICH documentation:

· Provision of expert assistance to the State Parties in the region for restoration and conservation of documentation of ICH  when requested to do so;  
· Assistance for digitalization of restored and conserved ICH documentation.

2. Safeguarding of ICH
The Centre makes efforts to encourage the State Parties in the region to adopt adequate legislation and to develop general policies aimed at promotion the function of ICH in society and at integrating the safeguarding of such ICH into their planning programmes.   

To that end the Centre: 

· Assists for development of cooperation among the competent bodies for safeguarding of ICH on national level in any State Party in the region and exchange of good practices among them.  
·  Promotes creation and implementation of systems of recognition, enhancement and subvention of intangible cultural heritage practitioners and communities.
· Promotes scientific, technical and art criticism research, development of scientific research methodologies for the purpose of efficient safeguarding of ICH and assists each State Party in the region to apply models of good practices which are appropriate for its socio-cultural environment.  
· Supports cooperation among institutions of the countries in the region in charge of documentation of ICH.
· Organizes conferences, seminars and other appropriate symposia for exchange of experience and good practices in the field of policies of the State Parties in the region regarding the safeguarding of ICH;
3. Transmission & Dissemination of ICH elements

The Centre coordinates the participation in various programs and projects aiming at the promotion of ICH in the region and outside it in order to draw the attention of the general public to the recognition of and respect for ICH. 

To that end the Centre: 

3.1. promotes transmission of that heritage by forums and art spaces intended to present and manifest it on regional level by organizing international festivals, fairs, exhibitions and other events;  
3.2. provides assistance upon establishment or strengthening of institutions for preparation of cadres in the field of ICH management; 
3.3. organizes training courses, awareness campaigns, practical classes and raising the    awareness of the general public, particularly the younger generation in the region on the following topics: 
· The 2003 Convention and its Operational Directives;  

· Different examples of policies, including legal, administrative, technical and financial measures fostering the safeguarding of ICH;  
· Introduction to UNESCO publications on identification and documentation of ICH and their application in the scientific research field work; 
3.4.  Safeguards ICH by formal and non-formal education. Establishes an expert network for exchange of good practices in the field of education. Publishes children’s editions to serve for intercultural education and upbringing.   

4. International Cooperation 
The Centre’s main mission is to foster international, regional and sub-regional cooperation by establishing business contacts and joint projects with institutions working in the field of ICH and, in particular, those established under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2) in order to coordinate activities, information exchange and knowledge concerning the safeguarding of ICH and promotion of good practices. 

The Centre promotes creation and maintenance of expert network of specialists who can advise on the safeguarding of ICH applicable to the relevant socio-cultural environment as well as with respect to provision of international assistance for ICH elements under threat within the meaning of the Convention. 
5. Creation of expert networks 
The Centre’s main mission is to foster international and regional cooperation among competent organizations working in the field of ICH in view of the exchange of information and knowledge on the issues of safeguarding ICH. To that end networks will be established to include:     
· Institutions of the State Parties in the region defined as competent bodies for safeguarding of ICH on their territory within the meaning of article 13 (b) of the Convention;

· Institutes and organizations in the State Parties in the region engaged in scientific work on safeguarding of ICH;

· Experts from the region who can provide competent opinion and advice on issues pertaining to safeguarding, documentation and registration of ICH elements;  
· Educational institutions developing educational programmes for safeguarding and dissemination of ICH elements; 
· Regional publishers group which is to develop a programme and make proposals for the publications of the Centre.  

6. Actions promoting the work of the Centre 
· In view of the promotion of its activity the Centre 
· has created and maintains a bilingual Webpage facilitating the contacts among relevant organizations, experts and specialists working in the field of ICH;
· prepares and publishes editions (print and audiovisual);

· contracts out the creation and dissemination of advertising materials;  

· organizes information events;

· keeps contacts with recognized media in the region to promote its activity  .
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