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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
 SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Fifth session

Nairobi, Kenya

15 to 19 November 2010

Item 11 of the Provisional Agenda:

Amendment to the Rules of Procedure regarding the working methods of the Bureau
	Decision required: paragraph 4


1. The Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage were revised and amended by the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention at its third session in June 2010 (Resolution 3.GA 5). These Operational Directives give greater responsibility to the Bureau by assigning it functions previously entrusted to the Committee.
2. Cases of extreme urgency may be brought to the attention of the Bureau and it may invite the State(s) Party(ies) concerned to submit a nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding on an accelerated schedule, establishing the procedure of evaluation of this nomination on a case-by-case basis. The Bureau is also empowered to evaluate emergency requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000 as well as requests for assistance up to US$25,000, including preparatory assistance.
3. Moreover, the Bureau shall exercise any other duty entrusted to it by the Committee. At its fourth session, the Committee delegated to the Bureau (Decision 4.COM 21), on an exceptional basis, the authorization to approve the completed final report of the Committee for the General Assembly before the next session of the latter. In the interest of saving time and financial resources (a Bureau meeting costs about US$2500, excluding travel and subsistence costs for participants in Paris), the Bureau decided, at the suggestion of its Chairperson, to proceed with the adoption of the report electronically. Since the Rules of Procedure of the Committee do not authorize this working method for the Bureau, the Committee may wish to amend its Rules of Procedure accordingly.
4. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision: 

DRAFT DECISION 5.COM 11
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/11,
2. Decides to amend Rule 12 of its Rules of Procedure as annexed to this Decision.
	Original text
	Amended text

	Rule 12 - Bureau
	Rule 12 - Bureau

	12.1
	The Bureau of the Committee shall consist of the Chairperson, one or more Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur, in conformity with the principle of equitable geographical representation. 
	12.1
	Unchanged.

	12.2
	The Bureau shall coordinate the work of the Committee and fix the dates, times and order of business of meetings. It shall exercise any other duty entrusted to it by the Committee. The other members of the Bureau shall assist the Chairperson in carrying out his duties. 
	12.2
	The Bureau shall coordinate the work of the Committee and fix the dates, times and order of business of meetings. It shall exercise as well the tasks foreseen in the Operational Directives and any other task assigned by the Committee through its own decisions. The other members of the Bureau shall assist the Chairperson in carrying out his duties.

	12.3
	The Bureau, convened by its Chairperson, shall meet as frequently as it deems necessary. Between sessions it shall meet at UNESCO Headquarters.
	12.3
	The Bureau, convened by its Chairperson, shall meet as frequently as it deems necessary. Between the sessions of the Committee it shall meet at UNESCO Headquarters. The Chairperson may, if he thinks appropriate, consult the members by correspondence, including electronic consultation.

	12.4
	Meetings shall be open to Committee Members and States Parties as observers, unless decided otherwise by the Bureau. Observers may address the Bureau only with the prior consent of the Chairperson. 
	12.4
	Unchanged.


