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1. Article 7 (c) of the Convention requests the Committee to “prepare and submit to the General Assembly for approval a draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, in accordance with Article 25”. According to Article 25.4 of the Convention, the use of the resources of the Fund by the Committee “shall be decided on the basis of guidelines laid down by the General Assembly”. These Guidelines were adopted by the General Assembly at its second session, and included in Chapter II of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention (Resolution 2.GA 5). 

2. UNESCO’s financial period comprises two consecutive years starting at 1 January of an even year and ending at 31 December of the following odd year. The Programme and Budget of the Organization are approved by the General Conference at the end of the odd year. However, the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention meets in ordinary session in even years, about six months after the start of the financial period. The amount of the assessed contributions of States Parties to the Fund is established as one percent of their contributions to the regular budget of UNESCO, a figure that is determined by the General Conference of UNESCO. The 24-month period between two sessions of the General Assembly is therefore subject to possible changes in the assessed contributions of States Parties, as it includes two different financial periods.
3. The Committee submitted to the second session of the General Assembly a combined draft Plan for the Use of the Resources of the Fund that consequently covers eighteen months of the financial period 2008-2009 and the first half year of the next financial period, until the third session of the General Assembly. At its second session, the General Assembly approved this plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, together with the budget for the period from July 2008 to December 2009 and the provisional budget for the period from January to June 2010 (Resolution 2.GA 8). The budget presented and approved for the period January 2010 to June 2010 is provisional in order to avoid any interruption in the execution. 
4. In accordance with Article 7 (c) of the Convention, the Committee has to submit a new draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund for approval by the General Assembly at its third session, together with a budget for the period January 2010 to December 2011 and a provisional budget for the period from January 2012 to June 2012. When preparing the draft Plan, consideration must be given to the amount of funds available. For the first draft plan submitted by the Committee to the General Assembly, the total amount was limited to the amount of funds actually held as of 31 December 2007 (financial period 2006-2007). The Committee may therefore also wish to base the budget for the financial period 2010-2011 that it has to submit to the General Assembly for approval on the total amount of funds available as of 31 December 2009, which includes the contributions made by States Parties in the financial period 2008-2009, as well as any unused balance.
5. In the current plan, 78% of the budget is allocated to international assistance and emergency assistance, and 3% is reserved for other functions of the Committee, including costs related to the emblem, with 14% reserved for the participation in Committee sessions of experts as well as for the provision of consultative services. The remaining 5% is allocated to the reserve fund. 

6. The financial report for the period 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009 is available in document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/INF.7. It shows that as of 30 June 2009, less than 5% has been spent for providing international assistance. If the Committee at its present session were to approve all of the international assistance requests submitted to it, the total would still remain much lower than the amount budgeted for that purpose. The amounts reserved for the participation in Committee sessions of experts and for the provision of advisory services are expected to be spent in their totality. The reserve fund has not been used.
7. At this early stage in the implementation of the Convention, experience has shown that the States Parties that are the intended beneficiaries of international assistance – the highest priority set in the Guidelines – are in many cases not yet able to take advantage of this financial support, often due to the inevitable complexity of procedures and their limited capacity and experience in framing requests for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. The Committee may therefore wish to devote a larger share of resources to overall capacity-building, awareness-raising and educational activities that will better equip States Parties to implement the Convention and benefit from its international assistance mechanisms. Considering the current needs of States Parties and their abilities to take advantage of the support provided by the Fund, the Committee may wish to propose to the General Assembly a draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund which reflects their actual needs. 

8. The Guidelines and current Plan already refer to “other functions of the Committee”. Capacity-building activities that would be of widespread benefit to States Parties in general could be undertaken at the initiative of the Committee rather than in response to specific requests from individual States. Other similar functions of the Committee, of benefit to States Parties in general, include the annual publication of the updated Representative List and Urgent Safeguarding List (Article 16 and 17 of the Convention), as well as the register of programmes, projects and activities that it has selected as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention (Article 18 of the Convention and paragraph 54 of the Operational Directives). In addition to this register, the Committee is also in charge of compiling and making available information about the methodologies used or to be used, and experiences gained with these selected good practices. At its current session the Committee is also debating other Operational Directives that imply specific functions of the Committee such as raising awareness, capacity building and educational activities. The Committee is also studying ways to increase the participation of non-governmental organizations from developing countries in the implementation of the Convention. The expenses related to the examination, by the Committee, of the nomination files submitted to it and that need to be translated in the other working language should neither be forgotten. 

9. It is therefore proposed to slightly increase (from 52,5% to 54%) the percentage of funds globally allocated to international assistance (including the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the preparation of inventories, and the support of other safeguarding programmes, projects and activities), to decrease the part dedicated to preparatory assistance (from 17,5% to 6%), and to increase substantially, from 3% to 18%, the part dedicated to other functions of the Committee. The emergency assistance being foreseen under the Reserve Fund referred to in Article 6 of the Fund’s Financial Regulations. its percentage remains unchanged, as for the previous financial exercise, at 5%, as well as the costs of the participation in the sessions of the Committee of Committee Members and States Parties from developing countries, respectively set at 5% and 3%. The participation of public or private bodies, as well as private persons, invited by the Committee for consultation, and the costs of advisory services, are on the other hand slightly increased, from 2 to 3%, and from 4 to 6% respectively.
10. As indicated under paragraph 4, the Committee may base the budget for the financial period 2010-2011 on the amount of funds available as of 31 December 2009, which includes the contributions made by the States Parties in the period 2008-2009 and the funds carried over from the current period. The current Plan, approved by the General Assembly in Resolution 2.GA 8, requires that “budget that has not been committed at the end of the biennium can be carried over to the next financial period and shall be used primarily for the replenishment of the Reserve Fund”. Because actual expenditures have been substantially lower than budgeted, the amount of funds to be carried over is far larger than is needed for the replenishment of the Reserve Fund, and the Committee may therefore wish to recommend to the General Assembly that these funds be included within the total amount of the draft plan and distributed according to the percentages laid out therein. 

11. Considering that the total amount of funds available for the next financial period cannot be known until early 2010 after the closure of the accounts of the biennium, the appropriations presented in the draft plan attached to the draft decision below are expressed in percentages of the total amount that might be available. Nevertheless, the document to be submitted to the General Assembly will specify the budgetary envelopes allocated to each purpose as decided by the Committee at this session. As before, this document will incorporate two separate budget periods, one for the period from 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2011 and a provisional one for the first semester of the following financial period, from 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2012. As done in the current plan, the Committee may wish to propose to provisionally allocate to this semester one fourth of the amount established for the two years period January 2010 to December 2011. 
12. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 4.COM 12
The Committee, 

1. Having examined Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/12;

2. Recalling Article 7 (c) of the Convention and Resolution 2.GA 8 of the General Assembly; 
3. Decides to base the draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund on the total amount available as of 31 December 2009, including any unused balance;
4. Requests the Secretariat to prepare a budget proposal to be structured in accordance with the Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, reflecting the percentages of allocation of funds presented in this Plan. This budget should be attached to the Plan as annexed to this decision to be submitted to the General Assembly;
5. Delegates to its Bureau the authority to decide upon the utilization of the funds allocated under item 3 of the Plan, on the basis of specific proposals to be prepared by the Secretariat; 
6. Submits for approval to the General Assembly a Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, as annexed to this Decision.
	Draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund

	For the period 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2011, as well as for the period 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2012, the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund may be used for the following purposes: 
	% of the total amount

	1.
	International assistance, comprising the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the preparation of inventories, and the support of other safeguarding programmes, projects and activities;
	54%

	2. 
	Assistance for the preparation of nomination files for the Urgent Safeguarding List, as well as for the preparation of proposals for the register of good practices (preparatory assistance);
	6%

	3.
	Other functions of the Committee as described in Article 7 of the Convention and in the Operational Directives, including the publication of the lists and the register of good practices, capacity building and awareness raising activities, the organization of regional capacity building workshops, as well as the development and implementation of activities and measures to promote and disseminate good practices and the work of the Committee;
	18%

	4.
	The participation in the sessions of the Committee, its Bureau and its subsidiary bodies of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing countries that are States Members of the Committee;
	5%

	5.
	The participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing countries that are Parties to the Convention but not Members of the Committee;
	3%

	6.
	The participation of public or private bodies, as well as private persons, notably members of communities and groups, that have been invited by the Committee, its Bureau and its subsidiary bodies to consult them on specific matters;
	3%

	7.
	The costs of advisory services to be provided at the request of the Committee;
	6%

	8.
	To build up the Reserve Fund referred to in Article 6 of the Fund’s Financial Regulations.
	5%

	Funds that have not been committed at the end of the period of this Plan are carried over to the next financial period and shall be allocated in accordance with the Plan approved by the General Assembly at that time.

	For the period of 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2012, one-fourth of the amount established for the twenty-four-months of the financial period 2010-2011 shall be allocated on a provisional basis.
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