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Item 3.b of the Provisional Agenda:

Amendment of the Rules of Procedure
	Summary

At its third session, the Committee amended its Rules of Procedure to provide that its meetings are open to the public, as an audience, within the limitations of available space (Decision 3.COM 12). The present document proposes to amend the Committee’s Rules of Procedure to clarify that such participants do not have the right to address the Committee.
Decision required: paragraph 4


1. In conformity with Rule 8.5 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, ‘public meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public, as an audience, within the limitations of available space’. This provision was adopted at the Committee’s third session in Istanbul (Turkey) in 2008 (Decision 3.COM 12), subsequent to lengthy debates at previous sessions concerning the question of the admission of observers. In accordance with the established practice of intergovernmental meetings within the United Nations system, members of the public in the audience do not normally have the right to speak.
2. Rule 22.3 of those same Rules of Procedure provides, however, that ‘representatives of organizations, individuals and observers referred to in Rules 6, 7 and 8 may address the meeting with the prior consent of the Chairperson’. At the time that Rule 8.5 was introduced, Rule 22.3 was not amended accordingly, thereby creating room for possible confusion. The present document therefore proposes an amendment to Rule 22.3 to clarify that persons attending the sessions of the Committee solely as audience members do not have the right to address the Committee. 
3. The proposed amendments in no way affect the participation of those referred to in Rule 6 (accredited non-governmental organizations), Rule 7 (public or private bodies or private persons invited by the Committee), Rule 8.1 (State Parties), Rule 8.2 (States not party, Associate Members and Permanent Observers, United Nations agencies, etc.) or Rule 8.3 (other observers admitted by the Committee).
4. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 3.b
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM/3.b,

2. Recalling that Rule 8.5 of its Rules of Procedure provides that ‘public meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public, as an audience, within the limitations of available space’,
3. Further noting that Rule 22.3 of its Rules of Procedure currently provides that ‘the representatives of organizations, individuals and observers referred to in Rules 6, 7 and 8 may address the meeting with the prior consent of the Chairperson’,
4. Amends Rule 22.3 to read as follows: ‘The representatives of organizations, individuals and observers referred to in Rules 6, 7, 8.1, 8.2 and 8.3 may address the meeting with the prior consent of the Chairperson’.

