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	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	Intenational Social Science Council - International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES)

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	International Social Science Council - International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES)

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	 90072

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

ISSC-IUAES
Address:

Maison de l’UNESCO 

1, rue Miollis 

75732 PARIS CEDEX 15 

FRANCE
Telephone number:

+33(0)1-45 68 48 60
E-mail address:

 heide@worldsocialscience.org
Website:
 http://www.worldsocialscience.org
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Dr
Family name:

Amescua Chávez
Given name:

Cristina
Institution/position:

National University of Mexico - UNAM
Address:

Av. Universidad s/n Ciurcuito II Campus UAEM, Col. Chamilpa, Cuernavaca, Morelos CP 62210
Telephone number:

+52-777-317-50-11 ext 117
E-mail address:

cristina.amescua@gmail.com or cristina.amescua@correo.crim.unam.mx
Other relevant information:

I am in charge of this repport in my capacity as Chair of the IUAES' Intangible Heritage Comission. IUAES is the body accredited by ISSC (during) its 2010 General Assembly, to engage in all activities pertaining the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (UNESCO 2003)


	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	 ISSC played a major role in evaluating nominations, proposals and requests for the Unesco in the last decade by calling on the specialized knowledge of researchers of its member organizations. Knowledge and research has also been made available on diverse cultures and regions around the world. The activities of IUAES have helped set up academic organizations and research committee on intangible cultural heritage in many universities, especially in countries of the South.

Prof. Arizpe, former President of ISSC has had a very active role both in research and in advising Unesco and other international agencies, for example the Committee on Developing Policies of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, among others, on the importance of ich in the framework of development policies. She has represented ISSC at the General Assembly of State Parties of the 20003 Convention.
  The IUAES Commission on Research on ICH, formalized by ISSC in 2010 and currently chaired by Dr. Cristina Amescua, provides fieldwork knowledge and analytical tools on living cultural heritage for advisory services and research activities in several countries in support of ICH programs. In 2009, Dr.  Amescua attended the Fouth Session of the Intergovernmental Committee held in Abu Dhabi as a representative of ISSC. She was elected by the participant's at the NGO Forum to present the NGO's statement to the Intergovernmental committee.  

 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our programs have been closely collaborating with the following governmental bodies in Mexico: 

-National Congress of Mexico and state legislatures

-state ministries of culture of Oaxaca, Morelos and Federal District

- Dirección General de Culturas Populares (National Directorate of Popular Cultures): in charge of the National ICH Inventory

- Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia (National Institute of Anhtopology and History)



	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	None

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, through the National Commissioin on Intangible Cultural Heritage of Mexico Prof. Arizpe and Dr. Amescua have been advising the National Congress of Mexico and state legislatures on legislation related to ICH; working with the National Institute of Anthropology and the General Directorate on Popular Cultures on research and safeguarding ICH; working with state secretariats of culture to set up programmes and activities at local level; collaborating with national, state and local museums on specific projects on ICH; and helping set up educational programs and developing didactic materials on ICH.

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	At the National Level in Mexico we've been conducting research on ICH since 2004, and in the last four years we have documented (ethnografically and audiovisually) ICH practices in 15 communities. We have produced 10 documentaries on ICH practices in Central Mexico .
Our programmes have collaborated with local cultural practitioners in recognizing, valorizing , filming, creating community museums and establishing special days to celebrate specific aspects of their intangible cultural heritage. we have also organized workshops where practitioners come together to discuss what they consider the relevant issues of their practices.

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The creation of the Commission on Intangible Cultural Heritage was approved by IUAES’ Executive Committee on October 2010 in Antalya Turkey. At the 28th General Assembly of the International Social Science Council, held in Nagoya, Japan in December 2010, the Commission was endorsed by ISSC.

Its objectives are: 


To link and strengthen research networks currently investigating living cultural heritage 


To create research groups on new topics in this field requiring scientific research. 


Provide the scientific and intellectual arena for anthropologists and ethnologists who have the fieldwork knowledge and analytical tools on living cultural heritage to give in-depth analysis of cultural groups in very diverse geographic regions. 

As stated in the objectives of the IUAES' ICH Commission, our activities have been mostly focused of fostering academic networks and debates: 

We have published 3 books based on anthropological research, with participation of practitioners and photographic materials: 

El Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial de México: Ritos y festividades (Arizpe, 2009 - 2011)

El Patrimonio Cultural Cívico: la memoria política como capital social (Arizpe, Amescua, Pérez, et.al - 2011)
Arizpe and |Amescua. 2012. Anthropological Perspectives on ich . Heidelberg:Springer-Verlag.
Siempre Flor y Canto: las flores en el patrimonio cultural inmaterial de México (Arizpe, Pérez, 2014)

We are also working on building a website for the dissemination of the ICH Archive with our research results: http://apci-crim.com.mx/

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Once we issue any product (book, documentary film, photographs) of our research, we go back to all the communities to give it back to them, considerng that all these products are the result of a common and shared work.

In 2013-2014 we established a collaboration with the Institute of Radio and TV of the state of Morelos to produce a Television Series called "Intangible: el patrimonio vivo en Morelos" (Intangible: living heritage in Morelos) which inlcuded 8 documentaries on ICH practices. The series aired in december 2014
We have also collaborated with the accredited NGO "Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo" in organizing several activities with educational, training and awareness raising objectives. Jointly we organized 
1. in 2009 the International Seminar "Sharing Intangible Cultural heritage: narratives and representations, in which several governmental bodies participated also as organizers ( INAH, CONACULTA, DGCP, Secretaría de Cultura del Estado de Oaxaca) 

 2. in 2012, the Diploma Course "Culture Heritage and Development

3. in 2013, the Diploma Course on Cultural Diversity, Intangible Heritage and Communication

These two Diploma Courses were aimed at traning reserachers, students, cultural promoters and cultural practitioners.

4. in 2013, a Study Meeting on the Cultural Practice of the Tecuani - where we brought together practitioners of the Dance of tecuanes (a regionaly widespread cultural practice) so they could reflect on the specifities and commonalities of their local dances 

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	As an international academic organization we have organized the following international academic events

1. In 2011 we conducted several consultations at different universities and research institutions to begin the organization of the Research Planning Meeting on Intangible Cultural Heritage. Consultations were made at London School of Economics, New York University, la Sorbonne, University of Campinhas, University of Costa Rica and other Mexican Institutions such as National Institute of Anthropology and History-México (INAH) and National School of Anthropology and History (ENAH). Within UNAM we consulted with University Program: Mexico Multicultural Nation and the Institute of Anthropological Research. 
2. The first academic activity of the Commission was the Research Planning Meeting on Intangible Cultural Heritage, held at CRIM in February 2012. Each of the participants presented a paper which was discussed at length during the meeting. The bilingual final report was can be found at http://132.248.35.1/informe/. A book was publised in 2013 with the results of this planning meeting: "Anthropological perspectives on Intangible Cultural Heritage” (Arizpe, Amescua 2013, Springer)  

2b. L. Arizpe perticipated in the "First Researchers Forum on intangible cultural heritage" held at the Maison des Cultures du Monde, June 2012.  
3. We organized 2 academic panels in the IUAES Congress in Manchester (August 2013)

       a. Panel WMW05: Intangible cultural heritage, memory and self-hood. Prof . Arizpe also gave the Raymond Firth Lecture at that Congress.
      b.
Panel MMM19: Travelling cultures, creating new geographies through intangible cultural heritage

4. Dr. Amescua was scientific co-coordinator of the 2nd International Congress on Experiences on the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, held in Zacatecas México on October 2013 (
5. Participation in the IUAES Inter-Congress 2014, held in Chiba City, Japan in May 2013

    Panel 074: Anthropology and intangible cultural heritage: new possibilities for traditional topics? Convenors: Kaori Fushiki, Cristina Amescua 

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Prof. L. Arizpe attended several General Assemblies of State Parties to the Convention as representative of ISSC.

Dr. Cristina Amescua attended the Fouth Session of the Intergovernmental Committee held in Abu Dhabi in 2009 as a representative of ISSC. She was elected by the participant's at the NGO Forum to present the NGO's statement to the Intergovernmental committe

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Consultative Body or Evaluation Body (OD 26), or was it appointed in 2009 or 2010 to evaluate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List or a request for International Assistance? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	No

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	The creation of the Commission on Intangible Cultural Heritage was approved by IUAES’ Executive Committee on October 2010 in Antalya Turkey. At the 28th General Assembly of the International Social Science Council, held in Nagoya, Japan in December 2010, the Commission was endorsed by ISSC.

Its objectives are: 


To link and strengthen research networks currently investigating living cultural heritage 


To create research groups on new topics in this field requiring scientific research. 


Provide the scientific and intellectual arena for anthropologists and ethnologists who have the fieldwork knowledge and analytical tools on living cultural heritage to give in-depth analysis of cultural groups in very diverse geographic regions. 



	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Most of our memebers are fluent in English, French and Spanish

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	As anthropologists we have a holistic approach to ICH, wich has led us to research and documents a wide variety of ICH manifestations, including social practices, festivities, rituals, belief systems (including those related to nature and the universe), theatrical representations (at the community level)

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	members of our organization have been asked to evaluate research projects in the social science fields, in many countries of the world.l

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	In terms of academic research and networking we have been working at the international level constantly: both in the organization of academic activities and on the design and implementation of transcultural research projects

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	We are also coordinating The Unesco - Unitwin Chair on Research and Intangible Cultural heritage and Cultural Diversity at the National University of Mexico (UNAM)
We also participated in many Unesco meetings. among them: 

-
General Assembly of the State parties to the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage – Paris (June 2012)

-
First ICH Researchers Forum: the Implementation of UNESCO’s 2003 Convention – Paris (June 2012) – Organized by Maison de Cultures du Monde  and The International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural heritage in the Asia Pacific Region (IRCI)

-
2013 IRCI Meeting on ICH – Evaluating the Inscription Criteria for the Two Lists of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention – Tokyo (January 2013)
- The Tenth Anniversary Meeting of the 2003 Convention in Chengdu, China in 2013.

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

 Dr. Cristina Amescua    
Title:
Chair of the IUAES' Commission on Intangible Cultural Heritage
Date:
January 13, 2015
Signature:



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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