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	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey (IAF)

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	NGO-90006

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey
Address:

Rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 Brussels, Belgium
Telephone number:

+420777071722
E-mail address:

info@iaf.org
Website:
www.iaf.org
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Dr.
Family name:

Straka
Given name:

Bohumil
Institution/position:

IAF / Chairman of the board of directors
Address:

Rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 Brussels, Belgium
Telephone number:

+420777071722
E-mail address:

straka@iaf.org
Other relevant information:



	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation (IAF), by nature, is an international NGO representing community of 40,000 falconers from 105 associations from 67 countries: Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Belarus, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, El Salvador, Ecuador, Estonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Korea, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Uruguay, USA, Vietnam, Zimbabwe.

Therefore, we have good means and opportunity to contribute to the implementation of the Convention at the national level in various countries through our representatives and through our member organisations. In general in countries that are States Parties to UNESCO ICH Convention, where possible and desirable, we collaborate with national cultural authorities in favour of the implementation of the Convention by cultural, scientific as well as supportive political means.  In certain countries (that are not States Parties yet), we try to encourage them to recognise the Convention.      

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our domain Falconry is a subject of the comprehensive multinational file "Falconry, a living human heritage" inscribed in the Representative List in 2010/2012. Since Falconry has been the pioneering ICH element in several countries (Austria, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Syrian Arab Republic), cooperation with competent governmental body for the safeguarding of ICH was essential and appeared fruitful and successful. Our organisation participated in several dedicated workshops organised by governmental body of UAE in 2008-2012. Aim of these workshops was exchange of information, documentation and cooperation between concerned communities and governmental bodies towards the finalisation of the multinational file on Falconry. Representatives of 14 governmental bodies and 14 national concerned communities joined these workshops: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic, UAE. Since prior inscriptions on national inventory lists are necessary, members of our organisation played also active role in creation of those national inventory lists in the States above.

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	Since State's Periodic Reports are submitted only every sixth year, our organisation have not been involved yet in the drafting the reports. We are looking forward to opportunity to contribute to the drafting the periodic reports in several States in next few years. Our organisation made internal obligation to perform a periodic report/redocumentation in our domain (Falconry) every 5 years that will be offered consequently to support State's Periodic Report in: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates.

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation played essential role in preparation of nomination, encouraging State authorities and coordinating concerned communities and related NGOs on national and international levels towards the submission of  Representative List file "Falconry, a living human heritage" inscribed in 2010 and extended in 2012 (decision 7.COM 11.33). So far, this file has been the largest multinational nomination in the ICH Convention history. Extreme number of 11 States participated in this multinational nomination: Belgium, the Czech Republic, France, Korea, Mongolia, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Syria and the United Arab Emirates. In addition, in 2012, the nomination was pioneering the extension procedure with two other States - Austria and Hungary. These States extended the file and joined the original nomination resulting in the large 13-national nomination. In this regard, ICH committee mentioned in its report (ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/6) that this is: "an outstanding example of co-operation between States and the exemplary quality of the information provided was underlined". This success has been based on efforts that our organisation exhibited over 5 years prior to the inscription. 

Our organisation is proud that this cultural element has been the pioneer and the first item of the ICH Representative List in two countries - in Austria and United Arab Emirates and this even remains the only cultural element inscribed in Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Syrian Arab Republic.

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation considered Falconry as intangible cultural heritage already before the existence of the UNESCO ICH convention. Therefore, we naturally identified Falconry as ICH as soon as States started to implement the Convention. Our international organisation is based on falconry individuals that form groups and communities at regional as well as national levels. Therefore, it is a nature of our work to cooperate with communities. We cooperate with communities by means of meetings, festive events, internet media, printed media etc. We pay a special attention to transmission of ICH from generation to generation, therefore our members prepare "Children Falconry Information Package", which was originally developed in the Dutch for primary school children and now it is translated into the following languages: English, French, Spanish, German and Arabic. The IAF is currently coordinating the roll-out through its internal "Women Working Group". Our organisation is going to organise a workshop "Falconry in the Mediterranean Context" in November 2015 that will clarify the position of Falconry in the medieval Mediterranean world, as a practice that united Christian and Muslim communities, and involved all levels of society.

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation IAF, through its channels, has been continuously raising awareness about the importance of Falconry as intangible cultural heritage. IAF will continue to allocate an annual sum in the order of $15,000 for its awareness-raising, information and publication activities aimed at the general public.

In order to increase the visibility of Falconry to society as ICH, IAF established so called "World Falconry Day" on November 16th each year following the anniversary of inscription of ICH element "Falconry, a living human heritage" on 16.11.2010. In this regard, various Falconry national events were performed in over 20 countries on 16.11.2013 and 16.11.2014 drawing attention of media. This way, we also promote cooperation in different sectors - academic, cultural, social, political... 

We co-organise large festive events "Falconry festivals" to enable a dialog between nations and to obtain greater attention for ICH. Communities, competent governmental authorities, guests, media, VIPs and general public from large number of 50 to 82 countries joined multicultural Falconry festivals in the UK in 2006 and 2009 and in the UAE in 2011 and 2014.

In order to promote Falconry and ICH in political environment, we co-organised Falconry inscription celebration event in the European Parliament in Strasbourg in France in January 2011, where representatives of 16 countries gathered with EU decision makers. Following this success, we co-organised a week long exhibition "Falconry: 4000 year hunting art that unites humankind" in European Parliament in Brussels in November 2012. According to the guests and visitors, this unique exhibition, presenting falconry as UNESCO ICH, was one of the most attractive exhibitions EP has ever seen.

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation dedicated almost half century in measures to ensure greater recognition of and respect of Falconry as intangible cultural heritage. As a worldwide international NGO, we organise annual meeting/conference for our members, every year in a different country, such as France (2007), South Africa (2008), UK (2009), Slovakia (2010), UAE (2011), USA (2012), Netherlands (2013) and Qatar (2014). During our recent events, we always schedule a session with UNESCO ICH topic to share experience and information among our members. We always pay attention to ensure publicity and media attention. We also use social networks, our website, our publications, our journal, newsletter and other channels to aim concerned communities as well as general public.

Our organisation encouraged or provided assistance to extend or to establish new museums/expositions on Falconry e.g. in the Czech Republic, USA, Spain, Belgium and Netherlands, where a Falconry exhibition was held in the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, visited by 400,000 people in 2012.

In many countries, our members support educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned, e.g. the new university lectures on Falconry in the Czech Republic and Falconry education from basic schools to university in Slovakia.

Since Falconry cannot be learned from books, non-formal means of transmitting knowledge from generation to generation "from father to son" are very close to the nature of the communities represented by our organisation.

Since the main domain of Falconry is knowledge and practice concerning nature, activities of our organisation inherently promote education for the protection of natural spaces.  

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation gained experience during the preparation of complex multinational nomination "Falconry, a living human heritage" inscribed in 2010/2012. Therefore, we have been serving as information and knowledge database for related communities, NGOs and even for cultural authorities in certain cases. Our organisation has been contacted many times by individuals, communities and NGOs related to our work as well as in domains different from our field. We always provided and shared bundle of information and documentation examples equipped with description of our experience and practical hints. As we know, advantage of such informal approach is that interested partners obtain relevant info friendly way and much faster than from official authorities of States. Since Falconry is an interdisciplinary multinational intangible heritage, our organisation inherently participates, collaborates and contributes to development of networks of NGOs, communities, experts, museums, dedicated or general media, at (sub)regional, national as well as international levels.

In certain countries, our organisation played a positive role in implementation and ratification of the ICH convention. E.g. we have been intensively collaborating with State cultural authorities of UAE towards their implementation of the convention in 2008-2010. In the Czech Republic our representatives encouraged members of Czech parliament to speed up and complete the ratification of the ICH convention in 2009. In Spain our expert has been is closely involved in implementation of ICH convention and national inventory list matters. In Austria, our members and experts encouraged the government and parliament to speed up the ICH convention ratification etc.parliament to speed up the ICH convention ratification etc.

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, we attended ICH committee meetings 3.COM in 2008 (Istanbul), 5.COM in 2010 (Nairobi), 7.COM in 2012 (Paris). As observers, we did not play an active role during these meetings. In Nairobi in 2010, we attended and participated in "Forum on the Contribution of Civil Society and NGOs to the Safeguarding of ICH". During all meetings we socialised and we had useful dialog, exchange of information and exchange of experience with other NGOs as well with the representatives of State parties. We always took the opportunity to absorb maximum information that we used and transferred consequently to our partners and concerned communities at national level. We also used the experience gained for promotion and PR of ICH.

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Consultative Body or Evaluation Body (OD 26), or was it appointed in 2009 or 2010 to evaluate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List or a request for International Assistance? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	So far, we have not been asked to serve as a member of Consultative/Evaluation Body. We have not been appointed to evaluate a nomination either. 

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	Although we have not had any chance yet to provide advisory services to the Committee, we are ready to provide such services in the future, especially in the field related to our activities in the following domains: knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe and festive events.

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Although IAF is specialised, we are a worldwide international NGO currently representing related communities in 67 states having not only a professional staff, but also a number voluntary experts among our members. Majority of our members demonstrate good English, some of them are native English speakers, a few are French speakers. We have also members and experts that speak natively other languages e.g.: Spanish, German, Arabic, Russian, Czech, Dutch, and others. Concerning English, we have 1 native English speaker of professional staff and approx. 10 voluntary members. Concerning other languages, we have available 1-2 voluntary members - native speakers for each language above.

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, our organisation does have experience in working across several ICH domains, especially: knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe and festive events. In less extend, we have certain experience in social practices, rituals and traditional craftsmanship.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organisation does have about 10 voluntary experts among our members that have a scientific background and degree (professors, doctors) in the field of natural science as well as culture. Such people are able to analyse proposals or applications. So far, we have also analysed internally (for our own purposes) several ICH Representative List applications as well as national inventory list documents.

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, our organisation does have experience in drafting synthetic text in English since it is a working language of our international organisation. Our organisation and members of our organisation produce various scientific papers, we publish our own IAF Journal and Newsletters in English, we prepare English PR materials for exhibitions and events, we prepare various legislation drafts and statements, we also prepare various materials and documents for international conventions and conferences other than UNESCO.

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, our organisation does have deep experience over several decades in working at the international level extrapolating local experience and applying it within international context. Since we are the international NGO focused in a special domain and working with small communities, it made it easier to us to learn how to work with local/regional/national experience within international context. A base, we have been using, is a network of our 105 NGO members from 67 countries. Means, we have been using, to extrapolate local experience, is via social media, e-mail communication, word of mouth, annual member's meetings, seminars, conferences and internal surveys/forms we issue on various topics.

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	So far, we have not been directly involved in cooperation with UNESCO, however we have autonomously carried and participated in a number of national and international activities and events towards ensuring ICH visibility, rising awareness, ensuring recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the intangible cultural heritage in society and encouraging dialogue between related communities. We provided feedback on our efforts and involvement by completing form "Evaluation of UNESCO's 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage" in June 2013.

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

Bohumil Straka
Title:
Chairman of the board of directors
Date:
January 14th 2015
Signature:
Bohumil Straka



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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