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Item 8 of the Provisional Agenda: Accreditation of non-governmental organizations and transitional provisions for their involvement in examinations at the request of the Committee 
	Summary
The Committee already adopted, for approval by the General Assembly, the criteria for accreditation of non-governmental organizations, the procedure and modalities for such accreditation (first extraordinary session, Chengdu), and the functions that accredited organizations might be asked by the Committee to provide (second session, Tokyo). This document presents a proposal for the regular process of accreditation and a transitional procedure that would allow for the involvement between the second and the third session of the General Assembly of non-governmental organizations in the examination of nominations for the Urgent Safeguarding List and of some requests for international assistance.
Decision required: paragraph 9


1. The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage ["the Committee"] invited the States Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage ["the Convention"], in the course of 2007 twice to submit names of local, national, regional and international NGOs active in the fields covered by the Convention, that could participate as observers in its next session (1.EXT.COM 4 (bis), para 6; 2.COM 6, para 5). At the same two sessions the Committee also requested the Secretariat to establish, in cooperation with the States Parties, a provisional list of NGOs and non-profit making organizations active in the fields covered by the Convention (1.EXT.COM  4 (bis); 2.COM 6). Until early January 2008 the Secretariat received the names of in all 241 such organizations. In many cases it was not indicated whether the submission of the names in question was meant to be for the purpose of admission as observers to the first following session of the Committee, for the provisional list, or for both purposes. The status of the organizations in terms of NGO, non profit making institution, or both, was not always indicated either. The Secretariat has sent forms to all 241 organizations, in most cases at least twice, requesting additional information. Some 40 forms have been received back, duly filled in. The full list of names is submitted to the Committee in Document ITH/08/2.EXT.COM/CONF.201/INF.3. The Secretariat continues receiving names, and asking for additional information.
2. In accordance with Article 9.1 of the Convention the Committee is required to propose to the General Assembly of the States Parties ["the General Assembly"] "the accreditation of non-governmental organizations with recognized competence in the field of the intangible cultural heritage to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee". The Committee also has to propose “the criteria for and modalities of such accreditation” (Article 9.2). 
3. The Committee through its Decision 2.COM 7 decided to submit to the General Assembly, for approval, a set of operational directives for the accreditation of non-governmental organizations [“NGOs”], including inter alia the criteria and modalities called for in Article 9.2. Those operational directives include the advisory functions that accredited organizations might be requested by the Committee to provide (paragraph 7 of the annex to Decision 2.COM 7) and the procedure for their accreditation (paragraphs 8-10 of that same annex). In the draft operational directives for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the Committee specified the role that accredited organizations might play, alongside public or private bodies and/or private persons with recognized competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage, in the examination of nominations for that List. In accordance with Decision 2.COM 11, the Committee may also ask for examination of requests for international assistance over 25,000 USD; the spirit of the discussion of the Committee in Tokyo has it that the same actors may be requested to perform the examination of such requests.
4. The Operational Directives presenting the criteria and the procedures for the accreditation of NGOs will be submitted to the second session of the General Assembly, which will take place in June 2008. The Committee may wish to propose to the General Assembly that the procedure for the accreditation of NGOs start, immediately after it will have approved the relevant Operational Directives, with the wide dissemination of an invitation by the Director General to local, national, regional and international NGOs to inform the Committee, through the Secretariat, of their wish to be accredited by the General Assembly. This invitation might be made public as a standing invitation on the website of the Convention. 
5. The Committee may further wish the Secretariat to contact, promptly after the second General Assembly session, all non-governmental organizations whose names have been included on the provisional list established by the Secretariat in accordance with Decisions 1.EXT COM 4 and 2.COM 6, in order to ask them whether they want to be considered for accreditation to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee. The Secretariat will collect the requests received, ask for additional information as required, and transmit the requests to the Committee.  
6. At its third ordinary session the Committee may decide which of the organizations that will have requested accreditation before 1 October 2008 it will want to propose to the third session of the General Assembly for accreditation. At following sessions the Committee will study new requests from NGOs as may have been received by the Secretariat in order to make further recommendations to the General Assembly.
7. By its Decision 2.COM 6 the Committee adopted, on an exceptional basis, a transitional timetable for the first inscriptions on the Urgent Safeguarding List. That timetable, if approved by the General Assembly, would allow these first inscriptions to take place in the latter half of 2009 and it would require, already in April 2009, a decision by the Committee on examiners for examination of the nomination files proposed for the List.  
8. In order to be able to make use of the services of NGOs between the second and third ordinary session of the General Assembly, the Committee might wish to request the General Assembly to be allowed – on an exceptional basis - to make use of the services of NGOs that it will have recommended for accreditation at its third (2008) and fourth (2009) ordinary sessions.
9. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 2.EXT.COM 8
The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/08/2.EXT.COM/CONF.201/8;
2. Recalling its Decisions 1.EXT.COM 4, 2.COM 6, 2.COM 7, 2.COM 10 and 2.COM 11;

3. Further recalling that the General Assembly at its second ordinary session will consider inter alia operational directives related to the accreditation of non-governmental organizations;
4. Requests the Director-General to announce, upon approval by the General Assembly of the relevant operational directives, that non-governmental organizations that meet the relevant criteria may request accreditation as foreseen in Article 9 of the Convention;
5. Requests the Secretariat to contact, at the same time, all NGOs whose names have been included in the provisional list, established by the Secretariat in accordance with Decisions 1.EXT.COM 4 and 2.COM 6, in order to ask whether they want to be considered for accreditation in accordance with Article 9 of the Convention and the relevant operational directives.
6. Decides to study at its upcoming sessions, starting at its third session, the relevant requests for accreditation by non-governmental organizations that will have been forwarded to it by the Secretariat, for possible recommendation to the General Assembly.
7. Requests the General Assembly to decide that, prior to the Assembly’s third session and on an exceptional basis, the Committee may call upon the services of any of the NGOs that it will have recommended for accreditation, provided that such NGOs meet the criteria for accreditation as approved by the General Assembly at its second session. 
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