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MINISTRY OF CULTURE
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON RAISING AWARENESS
ABOUT INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

1. Answer to Question 1:
General awareness is a state of understanding, recognizing and feeling the
importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the
Convention), a matter reflected in particular by the following aspects:
A) Traditions and oral-expression forms, including language as a2 means of
expressing such intangible cultural heritage;
B) Arts and traditions of show-performances;
C) Social practices, rituals and festivals;
D) Knowledge and practices related with nature and universe;
E) Skills connected with traditional handicrafts, and raising awareness at the
national level.

2. Answer to Question 2:
That can be done by taking proper legal measures and procedures that protect
practitioners and bearers of intangible heritage, besides encouraging them and
urging them to take part in raising level of awareness about the significance of their
intangible heritage, while respecting customary access to it.

3. Answer to Question 3:

Both formal and non-formal education can help raise level of awareness about the
significance of intangible cultural heritage through promoting types of popular
culture indicating the role played by such intangible heritage through inserting that
within the annual plan of the educational programs while stressing a certain kind of
education and illustrating the moral immaterial value of both intangible and tangible
cultural heritage; for instance, asking a student to narrate a heritage tale and discuss
it during a class-period, or playing a musical instrument and signing a certain
heritage song or assigning a class-period for a certain handicraft or a popular game,
the aim of which is to deeply establish affiliation to and taking pride in the glorified
ingrained past.

4, Answer to Question 4:

The role played by community centers, cultural centers, museums, archives and
other similar entities in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage should
be clear and decisive, a matter that could be done, for example, by organizing
activities showing dramas chosen from such heritage and dealing with the life
history of the heroic personalities to help boost affiliation to the past and original
values among young generations, and through organizing visits to museums and
archives for taking note of the method of documentation and the way of making
exhibitions in such museums, in a way aiming at enhancing perception and
awareness of the importance of intangible cultural heritage at the national level.
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5. Answer te Question 5:
Nobedy can ignore the role played by information and communication media in
dissipating and raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage, especially
through TV (showing programs and series dealing with such intangible cultural
heritage, such as some TV and radio popular tales, documentary films, Bedwin
series chosen from old heritage, as well as through internet), with a view to boosting
level of awareness about intangible cultural heritage.

6. Answer to Question 6: v
Commercial activities related to intangible cultural heritage certainly can contribute
to raising awareness about importance, for instance through reproducing dram texts
deriving subject matter from cultural popular heritage, shadow puppet theatre shows
and through marketing such texts, and then to re-spend the resulting returns on
activities related to intangible cultural heritage for boosting and promoting it.

7. Answer to Question 7:
Of course raising awareness will lead to an increase in income-generating activities
and this in its tumn will contribute in increasing activity, boosting and raising
awareness at the international level. i

8. Answer to Question 8:

Certainly the UNESCO plays a significant role through its organized method in
raising intemational awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage
at the Convention member-states, through bulletins, maintaining and developing the
electronic website and establishing a storehouse for audio and video resources
related with the said convention subject, especially through launching campaigns for
enhancing the participation of such member-states and securing related data,
governmental or non-governmental, to the concerned UN organizations;
consequently, our cooperation with UNESCO will be enhanced and continuous.

9. Answer to Question 9:

Through the executive list to be submitted under Article 16 of the Convention for

securing a better image of the intangible heritage to create a good awareness about

the meaning of such heritage, and through Article 18 of the Convention, especially

participating in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural

heritage through programs, projects and activities having a better reflection of the

Convention objectives and principles as stipulated in its Article 18; the best -
procedure to achieve that will be by encouraging programs including activities

reflecting that Convention and boosting dialogues and respect among peoples.

10. Answer to Question 10:
The Committee periodically chooses and encourages programs, projects ,and
activities of national, sub-regional and regional nature involved in safeguarding
heritage and well-reflecting the Convention objectives and principles, while taking
into consideration the special needs of the growing countries, such as encouraging
traditional industries, including silk industry, in such countries.
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11. Answer to Question 11:
As stated in Clause /3/ of Article /18/, the Committee calls for and encourages
executing programs, projects and activities through the best practices as per the
defined methods and means through encouraging some traditional industries
generating resources upon the economies of the growing countries parties to the
Convention.

12. Answer to Question 12:
Upon applying procedures aiming at raising level of awareness about the importance
of tangible cultural heritage, due consideration and attention should be given to
some traditional industries as a source of income that could take part in improving
the economic level in these growing countries.

13. Answer to Questijon 13:
To avoid any undesirable intervention, due procedures should be taken to restrict
promoting for some heritage types that might increase and stir up sectarian or
regional conflicts, especially as regards some religious secrets and beliefs.

14. Answer to Question 14:
One of the precautionary procedures that should be taken to avoid any undesirable
side-effects upon the image of intangible cultural heritage is to limit some heritage
practices that might increase and stir up sectarian or tribal conflicts among groups
and tribes, a matter that would have negative consequences upon the national unity
of the country.

15. Answer to Question 15:
One of the questions to be raised is about enhancing intangible heritage of some
groups, sects and faiths under the subject of preserving environment and respecting
the totems and beliefs of tribes, while stressing upon the traditional moral values.
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