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REPORT
Introduction

As a way to give a follow-up to the first Pacific meeting on the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (Nadi, Fiji, December 2007), the second Pacific meeting on the 2003 Convention was organized in Fua’amotu, Tonga in cooperation with the Tongan authorities and with the financial support of Japan. The purpose of the meeting was to reinforce capacities among Pacific governmental decision-makers in developing measures and policies for the safeguarding of their intangible cultural heritage (ICH). The meeting was attended by 20 participants from 15 Pacific Member States (except New Zealand) and 1 Associate Member (Tokelau) as well as 20 Tongan local observers. Approximately half of the participants also attended the first Pacific meeting in December 2007. A list of participants is attached for easy reference (Annex 1). 
The meeting was opened by Director of UNESCO Apia Office emphasizing the necessity and urgency of safeguarding ICH in this most culturally diverse region and expressing UNESCO’s strong commitment to working together with the Pacific Member States in their efforts in this field. After the performance of the Lakalaka, a Tongan ICH element incorporated into the Representative List of the Convention, performed by students of the Tongan Institute of Education, the Minister of Education, Women Affairs and Culture, Dr Tevita H. Palefau, made a keynote address stressing the importance of safeguarding ICH in the Pacific and expressing his Ministry’s commitment to taking necessary measures to ratify the Convention before the next session of UNESCO’s General Conference in October 2009. He also invited other Pacific Member States to ratify the Convention without any further delay. On behalf of the donor, Mr Akira Ouchi, Counsellor of the Embassy of Japan in Tonga made a speech, pointing out the responsibility of our current generation to steadily safeguard and pass our heritage to the next generation. 

In the meeting, the participants were given a debriefing on the first Pacific meeting on the Convention and its follow-up, such as the organization of national consultation meetings in Papua New Guinea (March 2008), Fiji (May 2008) and Tonga (December 2008) as well as the Papua New Guinea’s ratification of the Convention (September 2008). They were also informed about the latest developments on the Convention, which became fully operational in June 2008 when the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention were adopted by the General Assembly of the States Parties. 
Moreover, the representatives from Papua New Guinea and Fiji shared their experiences of the ratification process (PNG) and participation in the national consultation meetings (PNG and Fiji). Fiji also introduced its national cultural mapping project which has become a good example for other Pacific countries that are seeking a way of developing inventories of ICH in conformity with Article 12 of the Convention. Other Pacific activities in the field of ICH carried out in 2008 and to be carried out in 2009, namely the safeguarding project for the Tonga Lakalaka and the evaluation on the Festival of the Pacific Arts, were also presented as examples that could illustrate further possible activities in line with the Convention.
Finally, in order to respond to the request made during the first Pacific meeting in December 2007, where most of the participants underscored the close relationship of the safeguarding of heritage with the protection of languages as well as the conservation of nature and the climate change, UNESCO presented the relation between the 2003 Convention and other Conventions and programmes such as MAB (UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme), CBD (the Convention on Biological Diversity), LINKs (UNESCO’s Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems), and SIDS (the Sustainable Development of Small Island Development States). The Australian participants shared with the participants his country’s efforts for safeguarding indigenous languages by networking community based language centers, state and national indigenous language bodies, educational and cultural research institutions, and agencies from all levels of government. The meeting programme is attached for easy reference (Annex 2).  

Summary

It was observed that interest in and motivation to the ratification and implementation of the Convention have been increasing in the Pacific. The participants stressed that the Convention may serve as a tool to minimize misappropriation of ICH elements through tourism or inappropriate commercial use, and a basis for strengthening regional cooperation and efforts for the safeguarding of ICH. UNESCO introduced the principles and objectives of the Convention and its significance in the region, and stressed that the ratification of the Convention itself was not a goal, but a means to facilitate countries to safeguard their ICH. The focus therefore should be put on the implementation of the Convention. It was explained that ratification opened the door to their participation in the international debates, especially through the General Assembly and the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and to the granting of international assistance from the Intangible Heritage Fund.
National level 
The participants shared their experiences in mainstreaming cultural issues in their national policies. Many of the Pacific countries move forward to strengthen their efforts for the safeguarding of ICH through various means: two countries have allocated their national budgets in 2009 to carry out safeguarding activities for ICH. At least two countries are already developing national cultural policies in which the safeguarding of ICH is one of the main issues. The Convention text has been translated in one local language. At this moment, three countries foresee the ratification of the Convention in the course of year 2009. Some countries have started consultation procedures among governmental departments, which address the consequences of ratifying. 
Notwithstanding the progress having been made since the first Pacific meeting, the participants shared difficulties they have encountered, especially those related to putting cultural matters on their national policy agenda. They expressed the need of raising awareness at the country level about the Convention, in particular among governmental departments and politicians who normally have other policy priorities. For doing so, policies should be developed aiming at introducing culture as a key element of an overall national policy, and all national stakeholders should be involved in the ratification and implementation of the Convention. The participants also pointed out the importance to well inform the stakeholders in the field of ICH about the possible benefits of ratifying the Convention.
UNESCO provided information on the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention, namely the inscription of ICH elements on the two Lists
 of the Convention, the selection for the recognition of good practices reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention, request for international assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund and request for accreditation of non-governmental organizations to provide advisory service to the Intergovernmental Committee. The process of incorporating items proclaimed Masterpieces into the Representative List was also explained, in particular related to those belonging to States that are not party yet to the Convention as is the case of Vanuatu and Tonga. 

The participants requested UNESCO’s technical assistance in supporting national capacity building for ratifying and implementing the Convention. Palau, Federated States of Micronesia, Samoa, Tokelau, Niue, Marshall Islands, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands requested UNESCO to organize national consultation meetings. They were informed about the lack of regular budget for doing so and that extra-budgetary means could be obtained on the basis of a firm commitment by those States. 
Sub-regional level
While stressing that intangible heritage is the most prominent form of cultural heritage in the Pacific, the participants expressed their concern about the low presence of the Pacific at the international level discussion on the safeguarding of ICH, and in particular within the Asia-Pacific region. They underscored that the current situation in which only Asian States Parties represent UNESCO’s electoral group that covers all Asia and the Pacific countries (Group IV) might not be able to express the Pacific’s interests in the Intergovernmental Committee or the General Assembly because of cultural differences. 
In this sense, they congratulated Papua New Guinea for being the first Pacific country that ratified and could, together with other States that are expected to ratify soon, represent the whole sub-region in UNESCO. The participants stressed the importance of actively sharing information among Pacific States and requested countries that have ratified and will soon ratify the Convention to lead the region on the basis of their experience with the ratification procedures, the national consultation meetings, their cultural mapping activities and the potential benefits of ratification. 
They wish that the Convention may contribute to strengthening regional cooperation through the submission to the Lists of the Convention of common Pacific ICH, such as the traditional navigation systems. The submission by the leading NGO’s in the field of culture in the Pacific, PIMA (the Pacific Islands Museum Association) and ICOMOS Pasifika for a request to be accredited as advisory organs of the Committee would be also sought. 
The participants were informed that UNESCO would carry out, together with the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), an evaluation of the Pacific Arts Festival, financed with Norwegian Funds in Trust. They also agreed that the Festival of the Pacific Arts should be used in more strategic way for the safeguarding of ICH rather than just show-casing cultural performances once in the four years. 

Conclusion and Follow-up actions 
The meeting demonstrates that awareness about the importance of safeguarding Pacific ICH has been well raised in the region during the past twelve months through efforts being made by each country as well as UNESCO’s two sub-regional and three national consultation meetings. 

Pacific States wish to continue receiving support through the organization of capacity-building/consultation meetings, in particular, concerning the procedures to follow for participating in the sessions of the statutory body meetings and receiving international assistance, following ratification. 
While understanding the use of sub-regional meetings to facilitate the exchange of information and strengthen cooperation among Pacific Member States, a sub-regional meeting on the implementation of the Convention would be more effective when more Pacific States have ratified the Convention. National consultation meetings would therefore be the current priority in the field of Pacific ICH, in order to move things forward. 

Follow-up: 
A series of national consultation meetings will be carried out mainly targeting Pacific States that are motivated to ratify the Convention, but need technical assistance necessary to accelerate the ratification process. Meetings are to be organized to bring together stakeholders that will be involved in the ratification and implementation of the Convention in each of the countries. The number of countries that could benefit from the consultation might depend on the availability of resources.  
Although each national consultation meeting will be planned according to the need of the country concerned, the basic objectives might be to assess the current ratification status in the country and provide the government with the assistance necessary to proceed further, and to reinforce capacity of governmental officers in the field of culture as well as stakeholders concerned in participating at the international level in the implementation of the Convention.  

Simple texts and information on the statutory bodies: Many representatives asked UNESCO to provide simple texts explaining the Convention and the ratification procedures. Independently of having already ratified or not, they also wished to be kept informed about the work of the statutory bodies of the Convention, i.e. the General Assembly of the States Parties and the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  
It is observed that the Pacific States would aspire to continuous assistance after ratification of the Convention. According to the need of and upon request from each country, technical support will be provided by UNESCO, in particular, on elaboration and submission of nomination files, proposals and requests, development of community-based inventory-making projects, etc. 
As requested by participating Member States, UNESCO will seek further cooperation with SPC. 
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PROGRAMME
	Tuesday, 2 December  2008

	8:00 – 8:45
	Registration

	9:00 – 10:30
	Opening ceremony  (moderator: Hon. Albert Tu’ivanuavou Vaea) 

	
	Opening prayer by SUTT Reverend from Fua’amotu District

	
	Welcome address by Dr Visesio Pongi, 
Director of the UNESCO Apia Office, Representative of UNESCO in the South Pacific States  

	
	Performance of the Lakalaka performed by students of the Tongan Institute of Education 

	
	Keynote address by the Honourable Minister of Education, Women Affairs and Culture, Dr Tevita H. Palefau

	
	Remarks by the Representative of the Government of Japan, Mr Akira Ouchi, Counsellor, Embassy of Japan, Nuku’alofa  

	
	Benediction by SUTT Reverend from Fua’amotu District

	
	Photo session

	10:30 – 11:00
	Tea break and press conference

	11:00 – 13:00
	Session 1: Introduction to the meeting 

(moderator: Dr Visesio Pongi)

	11.00 – 11.30
	Introduction round participants

	11:30 – 12:30
	Debriefing by Mr Fernando Brugman (UNESCO Paris) on the first Pacific meeting on the Convention (Fiji,  December 2007) and its follow-up  

	12:30 – 13:00
	General discussion

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 17:00
	Session 2: Case studies (moderator: Mr Fernando Brugman)

	14:00 – 14:30
	Presentation by Ms Meretui Ratunabuabua on the national consultation meeting held in Fiji, May 2008

	14:30 – 15:00
	Presentation by Ms Hale Lahui on the ratification by Papua New Guinea of the Convention and the follow-up activities foreseen

	15:00 – 15:30
	Tea break

	15:30 – 17:00
	General discussion

	17:00 – 20:00
	Cocktail & Buffet

	Wednesday, 3 December

	9:30 – 13:00
	Session 3:  Implementation of the Convention 

(moderator: Dr Visesio Pongi)

	9:30 – 10:30
	Presentation by Ms Kaori Iwai (UNESCO Paris) on the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention   

	10:30 – 11:00
	General discussion

	11:00 – 11:30
	Tea break 

	11:30 – 12:00
	Presentation by Hon. Albert Tu’ivanuavou Vaea and Ms Emily Waterman on the Lakalaka

	12:00 – 12:30
	Presentation by Mr Dwight Alexander and Ms Kaori Iwai on the Festival of the Pacific Arts

	12:30 – 13:00
	General discussion

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 17:00
	Session 4: Theme: intangible cultural heritage, languages and biodiversity 

(moderator: Ms Kaori Iwai)

	14:00 – 14:30
	Presentation by Mr Fernando Brugman on the 2003 Convention and other normative instruments on languages and biodiversity 

	14:30 – 15:00
	General discussion

	15:00 – 15:30
	Tea break

	15:30 – 16:00
	Presentation by Mr Paul Salmond Assistant Secretary of Literature and Indigenous Culture, Department of Environment, Water, Heritage & the Arts, Canberra, Australia

	16:00 – 16:30
	General discussion 

	Thursday, 4 December

	9:30 – 12:00
	Session 5: Closure (moderator: Dr Visesio Pongi)

	9:30 – 11:00
	Summary discussion

	11:00 – 11:30
	Tea break

	11:30 – 12:00
	Conclusions and closure

	12:30 – 14:30
	Field Trip  

	15:00 – 17:00
	Farewell Cocktail 











� List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (Urgent Safeguarding List) and Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (Representative List)





