The General Awareness about
 The Importance of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sudan
General:
1 Brief  Review:

In Sudan , the general awareness of intangible heritage goes back to the seventeenth century when the Sudanese amateur researcher ( Wad Daif Allah) wrote his important book ( Al Tabagat ) Sudanese Muslim’s Saints Legends . Later on British administrators managed to collect a considerable material of intangible cultural heritage especially at the time when Khartoum University was established during the early fifties last century.
     Since its independence in1956 the government of Sudan has always paid considerable attention to its cultural heritage. Different Ministries with different names have undertaken this responsibility. Ministry of Culture and Information, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports represent some of these governmental entities.

During that period ICH received special attention from Sudanese scholars specialized in arts, literary and linguistic issues. A number of publications were issued which could be considered as important documents pertaining to the process of collection, documentation and analysis of traditional practices and expressions of some ethnic groups in the Sudan.

     The concern about the importance of ICH in Sudan is best represented by the activities carried out by the Institute of African and Asian Studies, University of Khartoum (formerly Sudan Research unit) since its establishment in 1964. The institute was mainly concerned with research and studies pertaining to national languages and their cultural heritage visa vies collection, annotation, documentation and publication of oral and intangible heritage in the Sudan. Other academic departments within the University of Khartoum as well as other departments in other universities are also engaged in such works. 
1.2 Levels of visibility among different groups of population working in different domains of ICH ( intangible cultural heritage):
Awareness raising about the importance of ICH in Sudan is highly noticed among the following groups:
· Sudanese scholars working in academic institutions,

· Officials working in governmental departments in charge of ICH,

· Students associations established within the context of the universities to acknowledge their cultural backgrounds and ethnic identity through organization of cultural weeks and festivals.

· Introduce heritage bearers and know- how to the media.  

· Organize national festivals. 

· Participate in national events.

        1.3 Levels of visibility of specific intangible heritage domains:

                      Some specific intangible heritage domains receive special attention than others. 

The following domains could be identified:
· Music,

· Performing arts,

· Linguistics,

·  Handcrafts,

· Social events.

1.4  Justification for Awareness about the transmission of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sudan:
                   Awareness raising about the Importance of the transmission 
                  Intangible Cultural Heritage is badly needed in Sudan due to the following reasons:

· The long war between the north and south which exerts its negative impact on the transmission of ICH of many displaced groups.

· Drought and desertification which compelled many groups to leave their cultural 
Habitat and live in different cultural habitat.

· The continuation of conflict in some regions of Sudan e.g. Darfur exerts its negative impact on the transmission of ICH.

· Lack of resources for preservation of ICH particularly in different States of Sudan.

· The vast geographical extension of Sudan and the diverse cultural heritage make it difficult to document all aspect of ICH.
· Globalization which, in the absence of adequate national policy represent a serious threat to the transmission of ICH.

Awareness Raising at the national level:
· 2.1 Establishment of specialized community associations in the different fields of ICH e.g. traditional music, performance arts, handcrafts… etc. 
· 2.2 Protect ICH through copyright law to help practitioners of ICH to benefit from their creative arts.

· 2.3 involve elders and heritage bearers in cultural activities .
· 2.4 raise the public awareness at all levels about the importance of their heritage.
· 3.1 Introduce education of ICH in the curriculum in pre-school, basic and secondary education.
· 3.2 Introduce education of ICH in different Sudanese universities. 
· 3.3 Produce radio and television programs based on national ICH targeting youth and children.

· 3.4 Establish awards and incentives for students and research on ICH in universities.
· 3.5Involve parent associations in suggesting themes and modules for teaching ICH in schools.

· 3.6 Organize exertions and visits to national ethnographic museums.

· 3.7 Establish measures to evaluate the feedback of students to such visits.
· 4.1 Cultural institutions play a positive role in raising awareness of ICH by providing suitable places for activities of the community associations.
·  4.2 Cultural institutions are considered as appropriate research institutions for ICH.
· 4.3 Cultural institutions provide suitable context for preservation of ICH.
· 4.4 They provide youth with historical documents regarding ICH.

· 4.5 They provide publication and research documents about ICH.

· 4.6 inhance capacity building of staff working in ICH.
· 5. Various types of media can contribute to awareness raising by:
· 5.1 Broadcasting regular programs on ICH.

· 5.2 Build the capacity of media officials on preparing programs on ICH.

· 5.3 Exchange programs on ICH with different national and international Broadcasting stations.

· 5.4 Develop website for protected works on ICH.
· 5.5 Exchange publication on ICH with national and international institutions.

· 5.6 Recruit journalist to write about ICH in the daily press.

· 5.7 encourage active participation of media users in programs of ICH.
· 5.8 recruit scholars and amateurs to contribute to specialized publications in ICH.
· 6. Contribution of commercial activities related to ICH :

· 6.1 Establish national laws to protect ICH as an intellectual property.

· 6.2 Establishment of collective management to license the use of ICH as economic activity.

· 6.3 exploitation of   ICH in advertising for commercial goods.
· 7.1Awareness raising of the importance of ICH can lead to income generating:
· 7.2 Build the capacity of practitioners of ICH to compete in the national and international markets.
· 7.3 Protect ICH through copyright laws.

· 7.4  promote cultural industry in IHC fields.
· 8. UNESCO Secretariat  role:

· 8.1 Organize an awareness raising campaign in which all state parties participate.
· 8.2 Organize regional workshops to develop the capacity of officials working on ICH.

· 8.3 Assist state parties to draw their inventories and tentative list for the Representative list of ICH.

· 8.4 Produce annual publications about the Representative list of ICH.

· 8.5 Celebrate an annual Day of ICH.

· Establish an annual award for outstanding persons and institutions working on ICH.

· 8.6 Provide research scholarships for students in LD to study items of ICH in their countries.
· 8.7Organize an international symposium on the importance of ICH in economic development.
· 8.8 assist national archives of ICH to digitize its data.
· 8.9 assist state members a web-site system in the field of ICH.

· 9. Measures to achieve the goals of the Representative list of ICH.
· 9.1 Celebrate the day of establishing the list in the first country of deposit.

· 9.2 Organize regional training workshops for officials working on ICH to enhance the preparation of country’s lists.
· 10. Contribution of programs for awareness raising:

· 10.1 Involve the communities in the projects and programs of documentation, identification and inventorying of ICH.
· 10.2 Propose projects and programs to assist LD countries to set their inventory of ICH.

· 11. The committee can disseminate best practices for ICH through:
· 11.1 Provision of experts in ICH.

· Provision of documents and guidelines.

· Provision of evaluation formats.

· Provision of reporting matrix.
Threats related to awareness-raising:
12. Elements of ICH related to religious Beliefs should be excluded.
13. Copyright protection measure should be taken into consideration.

14. A memorandum of understanding with stakeholders of ICH should be establishment    as a precaution to avoid possible negative effects.
15.1 Respect of ICH of different groups.

15.2 Honesty and faithfulness to the group whose ICH is considered.
