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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
We consider that there is a great awareness in Portugal about the importance of Intangible Culture Heritage (ICH). 
ICH’s greatest level of awareness is, on one hand, in academic institutions (universities and centers for research) directly related to the identification, documentation and research on ICH, either in Portugal or in other cultural contexts, namely in the fields of Anthropology, Ethnomusicology, Museum Studies, Oral Traditions and Sociology. There is a great scientific knowledge of the several domains of ICH (as defined in Article 2.2. of the Convention) in Portugal, which has been produced by those disciplines for several decades, and in some cases from the late 19th century until the present.
On the other hand, bearers of ICH are too greatly aware of the importance of ICH, regardless of their age group, and even in several emigrant-based communities, namely the ones in North America. Mainly from the mid-1970’s onwards, a great number of local-based associations for the protection of cultural heritage (NGOs) have promoted ICH and its bearers all over the country. Municipalities, as close representatives of communities, groups and individual bearers of ICH also play a major role in the promotion, documentation, preservation and enhancement of ICH.
Museums in Portugal are too greatly aware of the importance of ICH, and a several museums presently have specific actions for documenting ICH related to their collections. Currently such awareness largely derives from the effort made by Institute for Museums and Conservation in 2008 in order to promote the Convention and the role Museums may play in the safeguarding of ICH (see § 4.). 
From a global point-of-view, we consider that in Portugal some specific domains of ICH many not be considered as more visible than the others. Despite its territorial dimensions, Portugal is characterized by a great cultural diversity, as many other European countries. This diversity reflects itself obviously on ICH elements, which may greatly differ according to each region and even each municipality. Therefore, according to each place where it occurs, and also according to the different levels of social change that occurred all-over the country in the 20th century, one domain of ICH can be more visible than the others.
Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
Given the administrative organization of the Portuguese State, we consider that municipalities play a major role in the involvement of ICH bearers/practitioners in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage. Altogether, local-based associations for the protection of cultural heritage (NGOs) also play an important role in this issue. 

Such action, either of municipalities, NGOs and other institutions, such as of educational scope, must naturally be developed according to the technical framework given by the bodies of the Ministry of Culture (MC) directly responsible for safeguarding ICH in Portugal:

a) the Institute for Museums and Conservation, as the central agency for ICH in Portugal;

b) the five regional bodies of MC, which have a proximity role in the safeguarding of ICH, given their close relation to municipalities.
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
In Portugal formal education raises awareness about the importance of ICH especially in the first school years. Formal education is thus focused mainly both on technical and scientific domains and the training of highly-qualified professionals. 
From the beginning of the 1990s a set of well-structured and very successful programs for the formal training of professionals in several types of traditional craftsmanship are available in Portugal, especially directed to support small industrial units and promote tourism at a local or regional basis. 
Non-formal education plays nonetheless a major role in raising awareness regarding ICH, namely among its ICH bearers/practitioners in domains such as oral traditions and expressions, performing arts, social practices, ritual and festive events, and knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe. 
4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 
4.1. In Portugal, most archives that document ICH are not autonomous entities (such as archives of historical or cinematographic scope) and therefore do not play a direct role in raising awareness about ICH itself. Those archives usually are integrated in Museums, Universities and Centres for Research, and these entities are in fact the ones directly involved in raising awareness on ICH. 

4.2. Altogether with Universities and Centres for Research, Museums play a major role in raising awareness on ICH in Portugal for a long time, in several cases, such as the National Museum of Ethnology, for decades. Obviously this role may differ according to the nature of the collections of the Museum, or its social and territorial scope or context of action. Its scope can comprise research and documentation (written, photographic, phonographic and audiovisual), promotion, namely through exhibitions, publications and other types of dissemination (audiovisual, internet, etc.), as well as transmission, trough educational activities and training programmes.  
Promotion of the role of Portuguese Museums play in the safeguarding of ICH was largely boosted in Portugal by a series of six Conferences globally entitled “Museums and Intangible Heritage: agents, boundaries, identities” (please see attachment 1), organized by IMC. These Conferences took place in museums from North to South in Portugal, from February to November 2008 and were attended by more than 600 professionals from several fields involved in the safeguarding of ICH in Portugal.
4.3. For the role of community centres (as NGOs) please refer to § 2.

5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 
Except for specialized publications, all those types of media reach many and different kinds of publics. For its part, specialized publications constitute a major contribution for the documentation of ICH, and thus an indispensable resource for specialists involved in its identification, research and preservation. 
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 
Yes, unquestionably. In Portugal several companies are for long specialized in making editorial and audiovisual products regarding ICH.

Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
Yes, unquestionably, in many different areas of activity such as research and documentation (mainly in universities, centres for research, museums, municipalities), dissemination (mainly through publishing, exhibitions, audiovisual and e-products), and education.
Awareness-raising at the international level 

7. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
Financial support for multilingual access to information of national inventories of ICH is of utmost importance, given the benefits that will certainly derive from comparing data from the inventories of different countries, necessarily in different languages, and, simultaneously, the high costs of translation of that amounts of information, which State Parties may not be able to support.

Please see Attachment 1 for Portugal’s National Inventory of ICH. 
We consider that the collection and dissemination of information in also fundamental, namely on what regards legislation, methodologies and best-practices for the documentation of ICH, as well as national inventories.

Last, but not least, support for the participation in international congresses and conferences, in order to compare procedures and results, is also significant, given the financial constraints that national agencies for ICH currently have to deal with.

8. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
We consider that in Portugal the National Commission of UNESCO already plays the most important role regarding the visibility and importance of the Representative List of ICH.

9. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
The programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the Convention’s principles and objectives could be highlighted in UNESCO’s websites (both UNESCO website of ICH – http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=EN&pg=home – and UNESCO’s National Commission’s websites), in an annual basis, in order that State Parties could benefit from each other’s best practices in safeguarding and raising awareness on ICH.
10. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
As referred in § 9, by dissemination on the internet, both on UNESCO website of ICH and on UNESCO’s National Commission’s websites, as well as by dissemination on the «Intangible Heritage Messenger», given its edition on a regular basis and its free and easy accessibility.

Threats related to awareness-raising

11. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
Awareness-raising measures should emphasize that its is to be considered as ICH only the elements of a given tradition that are “compatible with existing international human rights instruments, as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development”.
It would be of utmost importance that Intangible Cultural Heritage could be clearly distinguished from Folkloristic uses of culture, touristic processes and appropriations of ICH, as well as from clearly invented traditions from a traditional social and cultural background.
12. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
Given the large diversity of ICH already documented in the country, and also the fact that Portugal is a democratic and legally-acting State, we consider that, if necessarily, those kinds of measures should be taken only for specific contexts of a given element of ICH. 
It would be of utmost importance that Intangible Cultural Heritage could be clearly distinguished from Folkloristic uses of culture, touristic processes and appropriations of ICH, as well as from clearly invented traditions from a traditional social and cultural background.
13. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
According to several cases already well documented in Portugal, special precautions should be taken in order to prevent, if possible, excessive exposure to touristic use or appropriation of an element of ICH, as well as to avoid folklorisation of ICH.
14. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
Ethical questions regarding the promotion of ICH obviously may greatly differ according its social context and the intrinsic nature of the given element of ICH. Anyway, it must be stressed that promotion of that element must fully respect its forms of access and transmission, as defined by its bearers / practitioners. 
Additional comments
About IMC:

The Institute for Museums and Conservation (IMC) was created in 2007, thus succeeding two former bodies of the Ministry of Culture: the Portuguese Institute of Museums (1991/2007) and the Portuguese Institute for Conservation and Restoration (1997/2007). 
IMC administers 34 National Museums, covering art, archaeology and ethnographic collections of outstanding relevance for Portuguese heritage. 
The mission of IMC consists in the development and implementation of the national cultural policy, both in the area of movable heritage – namely on what regards museum’ collections, conservation and restoration and legally protected cultural property – and of intangible heritage. 
IMC is also responsible for the coordination of the Portuguese Network of Museums, which is presently constituted by 125 museums. For further information on IMC access its website (www.imc-ip.pt – Património Imaterial).

Attachments:

Please find attached to this Questionnaire the following text: “Drawing-up the national inventory of ICH in Portugal: the legislative, institutional and scientific framework”.The drawing up of the National Inventory of ICH in Portugal is a task to which the Institute of Museums and Conservation is presently committed according to both its mission and to the legal framework soon to be implemented by Portuguese Heritage Law. This text discusses the main legislative, institutional and scientific issues that must be taken into consideration in order to establish this inventory and that must be considered as opportunities or/and strengths for the implementation of the National Inventory of ICH and, simultaneously, as key factors for the success of the strategy of Portuguese Administration for the safeguarding of ICH. 
1

