
The 2003 Charter: 
What is obsolete, what needs to be modified? 

8 May 2012, Warsaw 



Synopsis 
Current project of the Dutch NatCom 
• prehistory 
• part 1: the effects of Charter and Guidelines of 2003 
• part 2: assessing a decade of long-term preservation 
 
Updating the Charter or not? Updating the 
Guidelines or not? 
 
A reading of the Charter 



Project of 2010-2011 
 
Assessing the impact of the Guidlines for the 
Preservation of the Digital Heritage and its 
Guidelines (2010-2011) 
  
• triggered by Survey 2009 
• UNESCO has seldom time to measure the result of 
its publications 
• comparison of 3 cases: Poland, Brazil & South-
Africa (MoW Conference Warsaw, 2011) 
 



Project of 2010-2011 
Results of the Warsaw Workshop 
 
• Charter and Guidelines more successful than anticipated 
• European standard setting on digital heritage doesn’t 
‘abolish’ the Charter in that continent 
• tentative list of developments since 2003 that should be 
taken into account in future plans for updating 
• remaining questions: 

• is updating necessary? 
• if yes: Charter or Guidelines? 

 



Project of 2010-2011 
Side line :  use of Charter and Guidelines at 
Netherlands National Library 
 
• Guidelines: as expected: 

• to introduce new employees to the subject 
• stopped when ‘real experiences’ became available 

• Charter: unexpected 
• to ‘lure’ administrators of websites to allow 
harvesting 









Project of 2012-2013 
Assessing a decade of long-term preservation 
 
• in the framework of the MoW Conference in Vancouver 
• first focus on Charter 
• assessing long term digital preservation projects: 

• e-Depot of Royal Library 
• Beelden voor de Toekomst: Dutch AV-archives (esp. 
Radio & TV) 

• Using the Charter as a lens  
 



Updating or not? 
Updating the Charter? 
 
• no: the Charter is a good document 
• yes: the Charter seems not very well known, needs 
‘revisiting’ or ‘revision’ 



Updating or not? 
Updating the Guidelines? 
 
• yes: developments have been boisterous, not only in 
technique. 
• no: developments will not stop, what is UNESCO to do? 

• static document? 
• website?  



A Reading of the Charter 
Possible changes 1 – preamble, para 2: 
 
... [UNESCO’s] ‘Information for All Programme provides a 
platform for discussions and actions on information 
policies... 



A reading of the Charter 
Possible changes 2 – article 1 – scope 
 
• The digital heritage [...] resources [...] created digitally, 
or converted into digital form from existing analogue 
resources. 



A reading of the Charter  
Possible changes 3 – article 8 
 
• Member States need appropriate legal and institutional 
frameworks to secure the protection of their digital 
heritage. 



A reading of the Charter 
Possible changes 4 – article 9 cultural heritage 
  & 
article 1 – digital heritage embraces [...] cultural 
resources 
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