
 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is the 24th President of Liberia 

and the first elected female Head of State in Africa. 

She won re-election in November 2011, and was 

inaugurated, on January 16, 2012, to a second and 

final term of office. 

After decades of fighting for freedom, justice and 

equality in Liberia, in 2011 President Sirleaf shared 

the prestigious Nobel Prize for Peace with two 

other women – fellow Liberian Leymah Gbowee, 

and Tawakkul Karman of Yemen. They were 

recognized, by the Norwegian Nobel Committee, 

for their non-violent struggle for the safety of 

women and for women’s rights to full participation 

in peace-building work.    

In May 2012, the Liberian President was appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General as 

one of three co-Chairs of a High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda. The Panel is tasked with crafting a roadmap – beyond the target date for achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals – for global recovery and sustainable development.  

As President, Mrs. Johnson Sirleaf has spent the past six years rebuilding post-conflict Liberia, 

attracting foreign direct investment of over $16 billion.  She has also attracted more than $5 

million of private resources to rebuild schools, clinics and markets, and scholarships for capacity 

building. Read more. 
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