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Background

Within the framework of the UNESCO/Norway Funds-in-Trust, a project entitled “Three sub-regional capacity-building workshops to support the inscription of African intangible cultural heritage on the lists of the convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” (hereafter referred to as “the 2003 Convention”) received funding in November 2007. 

The project, co-funded by UNESCO, was composed of three activities:

· A sub-regional capacity-building workshop for Eastern and Southern African states not yet party to the 2003 Convention held on 27-28 March 2008 in Pretoria, 

· A  sub-regional capacity-building workshops for Central and Western African states not yet party to the 2003 Convention, held on 19-20 May 2008 in Bamako, 
· A capacity-building workshop for African States Parties to the Convention, held on 23-24June 2008 in Paris.  
Pretoria Workshop on 27-28 March 2008  

Representatives of the following countries participated in the Pretoria workshop: 
1. Angola

2. Botswana

3. Comoros

4. Eritrea

5. Lesotho

6. Malawi

7. Rwanda

8. Somalia

9. South Africa

10. Swaziland 
11. Uganda
12. United Republic of Tanzania

The participants had been nominated by national authorities. The total number of the workshop participants was fifty-three from twelve States non party to the Convention and Zimbabwe, resource persons from Estonia, Kenya, and South Africa, as well as colleagues from UNESCO Field Offices and Headquarters. South Africa as host country invited and funded about ten additional participants. Among the participants there were seventeen women, which gives thirty-two per cent women’s representation (Attachment 1). 

The workshop was not the first to be organized on the 2003 Convention in the sub-region; it was preceded by 
(1) regional information meeting for the promotion of the Convention  that UNESCO organized in Nairobi in November 2004 
(www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=EN&meeting_id=00025), 
(2) sub-regional meeting that the Section of Intangible Cultural Heritage organized in Dar es Salaam in November 2006 on the implementation of the 2003 Convention and intangible cultural heritage (ICH) inventorying (www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=EN&meeting_id=00030), 
(3) large-scale “Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Consultative Workshop”, organized on 26 and 27 July 2007 by the Department for Arts and Culture of the Republic of South Africa, with the participation of UNESCO. 
The objective of the Pretoria workshop was to explore the question “how can countries—and especially the communities among whom intangible heritage is found—best safeguard heritage that is living, not fixed in buildings or monuments?” The workshop focused on introducing the Convention to cultural officials, explaining the ratification process, and considering with them how they might implement the Convention to best achieve its goals. The report below follows the order of the agenda (Attachment 2).
Opening and Introduction of participants

On 27 March 2008, the workshop was opened by Mr Gadi Mgomezulu, Director of the Division of Cultural Objects and Intangible Heritage of UNESCO (c.f., Attachment 3), who welcomed the participants to the workshop. Mr Mgomezulu highlighted the goals of the Convention, the obligations of States Parties as well as mechanisms of the Convention including the functions of the Intergovernmental Committee, the provisions of its two Lists and the availability of a Fund. 

Underlining the importance of intangible cultural heritage as a basis for identity and well-being of each person and every community, Mr Mgomezulu stressed that ratification of the 2003 Convention is only a first step. He spoke about measures necessary for ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage such as inventorying, revising existing heritage laws to be in line with the objectives and spirit of the 2003 Convention, raising awareness of the general public and developing educational programmes. 

Mr Mgomezulu ended by thanking the Minister of Arts and Culture of the Republic of South Africa for having graced the workshop with his presence and for co-organizing the event. 

H.E. Mr Pallo Jordan, the Minister of Arts and Culture of the Republic of South Africa, then delivered his welcome speech (c.f. Attachment 4). Mr Jordan recognized that one of the chief missions of UNESCO has been to build peace in the wake of the negative experiences of the two World Wars, and he referred to some of the international legal instruments in the field of culture adopted by the Member States of UNESCO. 

Taking distance from what he described as the regrettable tendency to give more attention to tangible or built heritage than to intangible heritage, Mr Jordan considered the entry into force of the 2003 Convention to be a milestone in the history of heritage conservation. Citing the Kenyan author Ngugi Wa Thiong’o, who condemned the colonial regimes for demeaning African culture, Mr Jordan stressed that the international community now has shown its commitment to recognizing the intangible cultural heritage of all peoples on their own merits and thus to contributing to the promotion and protection of cultural diversity. He also called for enhanced trans-border cooperation and the use of modern technology in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. 

As a host of the workshop, Mr Jordan explained to the participants that South Africa embraces cultural diversity as an asset and not as a burden or threat to nation building; this spirit is reflected in the National Constitution and enforced through the National Heritage Council Act (No. 11 of 1999) and the National Heritage Resources Act (No 25 of 1999). 

Acknowledging that the challenges involved in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage are manifold, Mr Jordan wished the participants every success in their deliberations. 

After the opening session, the participants were asked to pair up and to interview each other for about ten minutes. Rather than following a conventional way of introduction, each participant introduced his or her partner to the plenary. This technique of introduction functioned as an ice-breaking activity.

The 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and basic challenges of safeguarding ICH

After the introduction, Mr Frank Proschan of the Section for Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO made a presentation entitled “Basic challenges of sustaining intangible heritage” (c.f. Attachment 6, pp. 9-14), contextualizing the workshop. The highlights of his presentation are as follows:
· The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in October 2003, has been ratified by over ninety Member States of UNESCO; 

· ICH defines the identities of communities and groups and gives meaning to their lives. To every community or group, each element of its ICH has value that can neither be qualified nor compared to other elements of other communities’ heritage: each is equally valuable, in and of itself, to the communities, groups or individuals that recognize it as part of their heritage;

· ICH is living: always created and re-created;
· To safeguard ICH is to ensure its viability, especially by strengthening the processes of creativity, transmission and mutual respect upon which it depends;

· The mechanisms of the Convention include two statutory organs: the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention which meets every two years; and the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage composed of 24 States Members elected by the General Assembly which normally meet every year;
· While inventorying is the most concrete obligation of States Parties, it is in no way more important than other general responsibilities stipulated in various articles (Article 11-15). ICH inventorying must be done with the participation of the communities or groups concerned, since it is only they who can determine if an element is or is not part of their ICH; 
· The safeguarding of this heritage must also involve the active participation of communities, since only they can ensure that it continues to be practiced in the future.
Safeguarding measures: ensuring the viability of intangible heritage

The session consisted of plenary session and breakout-groups by themes. The plenary discussion included two presentations by resource persons:  
1. Mr Silverse Anami, Director of the Department of Culture (Kenya), on the Kenyan experience in safeguarding ICH with and by communities
2. Mr Gilbert Martin, traditional healer (South Africa), on Traditional Healing in South Africa
The main message of Mr Anami’s presentation (summarized below) was to ensure an active participation of communities at all levels of safeguarding from the definition of the practices to the documentation. He also highlighted that the loss of ICH can have a huge impact on communities (Attachment 7).

· Communities have in-built mechanism and platforms for imparting ICH, through, for instance, rites of passage, initiation rites. Transmission methodology is crucial.

· ICH guarantees socio-cultural continuity, comfort, etc. It can be a matter of life or death, as in the case of Kenya’s recent troubles.
· Community participation—Grassroots awareness-raising activities at the local level are essential. Let communities be the facilitator of awareness-raising. Communities are deeply attached to ICH. They must be the determinant of ICH safeguarding. ICH comes from the experience of communities, interaction with nature, environment, and innovation. 

· Price that communities pay for the loss of ICH is many times too heavy for communities to bear.

· Management plans of ICH must put communities at their centre

Mr Martin, representing about 2600 members of the Traditional Healers’ Forum, presented the kind of issues they are facing and highlighted the importance of ensuring the appropriate implementation of the Convention. Below is the summary of his presentation:

· ICH practitioners including traditional healers feel that ICH has been under attack not only under the colonial regime but also in the current time. Through the 2003 Convention, voices of ICH practitioners are hoped to be finally heard. It is important that traditional healers organize themselves to raise a collective voice. 
· Misconceptions abound; traditional healers are classified as witches. Public awareness campaigns through the distribution of pamphlets and audio-visual materials are necessary to engage the public in order to demonstrate the raison d’être of traditional healers and their function in society, since statistically, more than 80 per cent of the South African population consult traditional healers before consulting a medical doctor, confirming their on-going function in society.

· Legitimization of traditional healers in public is important to remove historical stigmas/stereotypes attached to them.. The Forum is working with the Department of Health to establish a set of criteria for traditional healers to inform the public what a traditional healer is and to also avoid confusion with fake practitioners and imitators. Mr Martin and other traditional healers are currently attempting to establish a screening process in order to preserve this indigenous knowledge. To change the perspectives of the general public, they find it important to have a standard and be incorporated into the mainstream. 

· Traditional healing is a vocational calling, sometimes through ancestors (parents and grandparents) and other times through formal training. 

· The Government should involve practitioners more actively, not only in Committees, but also in the work of Departments. For instance, the practitioners may be able to provide input towards activities (e.g., leisure conservation, medicinal plants, and medicinal animals, the preservation of nature, and bridging gaps with the West) of the DAC and the Ministries of Environment and of Health.  

During the ensuing discussion various examples from the countries represented in the meeting were shared.

To underline the importance of ICH in society, Mr Anami explained how in the midst of post-election violence that often derived from land conflicts, some communities were able to avoid violence altogether thanks to inter-ethnic traditions that promote close relationships between an owner and a buyer of land in a landownership transaction. 

The question of inter-generational transmission of knowledge in traditional healing was raised. In response to a question of “what kind of mechanisms could be put in place to bring the practice of traditional healing to ‘broad daylight’”, Mr Martin replied that in the Republic of South Africa where traditional transmission has been broken, the succession of the healing practice has become a spiritual calling more than a family tradition. 

Examples of Uganda and Tanzania were provided. In Uganda, an institution of traditional healers has succeeded to some extent in expelling bad perceptions about the practice, especially herbal healing. In Tanzania, traditional healers have created a community-based museum with the purpose of organizing themselves to further promote traditional healing and conduct research on it. 
Group Work 

After the two presentations mentioned above, the participants were broken into groups to discuss one of six concepts: 
1. Practice, creation, maintaining, transmission

2. Revitalization

3. Research, collecting, inventorying, documentation

4. Promotion, presentation, recognition

5. Preservation, protection

6. Transmission, dissemination

With a UNESCO staff as facilitator each group was asked to brainstorm what the given concepts means to them and discuss how it can be understood in terms of safeguarding measures (e.g., what do they mean? What challenges? Solutions to challenges?). As a supporting document, the participants were encouraged to review the interpretation of the concepts developed by a group of expert who had met in Paris in December 2007 (c.f. Attachment 6, pp. 16-24). Some groups raised more questions than answers, while others came forward with solutions. The group work offered the opportunity to reflect collectively on what the Convention means by “safeguarding ICH” and how diverse safeguarding ICH can be. The oral reports of the group sessions, summarized below, were presented at the plenary in the morning of 28 March 2008: 

Group 1: Practice, creation, maintaining, transmission
· ICH can be created and recreated; innovated; if frozen, ICH becomes lifeless and the Convention does not support this.
· ICH should be maintained through transmission to future generations that should be provided with knowledge, skills and forms of expression. This can take place within the family, peer, teachers and through formal and non formal education.
· Challenge: These days, parents are too busy and leave children with house help, send children to boarding schools and have no time to pass on ICH, thus problems in transmission.  Transmission is broken.

· Authenticity – ICH is a living heritage, evolves, not static, can be created and recreated—therefore, the concept of authenticity is not appropriate.

· Much ICH is under threat. When it is no longer practiced, it cannot be transmitted.  Threats lie within the community and also outside the community. 

· There is a problem when people are displaced and/or have only lived all their lives in periods of war and violence.  These children, now adults, have no ICH of their own to transmit.

· Globalization poses a problem for the viability of ICH. 
Group 2: Revitalization 

· UNESCO Convention covers revitalization but not ICH that is no longer practiced or that is already “dead.” 

· If people do not find ICH relevant and not worth practicing, it dies; but if the reason of discontinuity of ICH is due to repression, it should be a candidate for revitalization.
· While ICH within the Convention does not deal with “dead” ICH, at national level, policy could be made to revive ICH that has become extinct. It is up to respective national authorities to do so. 
· ICH, particularly in Africa, has been stopped, suppressed, marginalized, disrupted through forced removal (e.g., practices considered pagan during colonial times); therefore, some ICH might be thought necessary to be revitalized.

· What happens to ICH that has long ago been suppressed/marginalized and who decides what is extinct? Whose opinion needs to be taken into account?

· What if there is nothing left that can be built on within the communities?

· Strong political will within communities is needed to present ICH for revitalization.

· Should new identities be constructed rather than strengthening existing ones?

· Government bias – preference for some cultural groups over others, making it difficult for certain communities to push for revitalization. There should be systematic ways allowing certain practices to continue. South Africa is supposed to be a secular state, yet Christian holidays still observed.

· Communities need to lobby Governments for inclusion on the list.

· Entries of ICH on UNESCO’s lists have no limit so far; but there might be limitations at national level due to financial considerations. 

· Commonalities in a pre-colonial or early colonial past could encourage interregional collaboration.  There are common practices between Botswana and Swaziland and it would be worth reminding people of this as it could encourage social cohesion. 

· Issues of revival of forgotten practices could be important at the national level for regional cooperation and social cohesion, particularly ICH suppressed under colonization.

Group 3: Research, collecting, inventorying, documentation
· Need to understand what is there, who does it, why they do it, where they do it – research is therefore needed.  Important that all countries set up national ICH committees coordinating research work, including relevant institutions, researchers and community representation.

· Literature revue and call for research should be made to identify what has already been done.

· Phased inventory can be produced on what has been done then identify gaps.
· Identify and involve concerned communities on what needs to be done on ICH.
· Research should be done using relevant tools on specific ICH.

· Research should consist of both sexes as well as people that have already been through initiation ceremonies so that sensitivities in certain issues could be addressed.

· Members of communities should be able to interact with researchers.
· States Parties should provide necessary resources to enable achievement of goals.
Group 4: Promotion, presentation, recognition
· Self recognition and the importance of ICH in the lives of communities.
· Media and quality of reporting – quality of reporting of this kind of campaign with a representation of everyone’s culture.
· Youth is highly influenced by globalization, which has an impact on their sense of identity. 

· Values – there should be equal opportunity for representative culture.
· A sense of inclusion is very important.
· Ideas that already exist – Heritage Hunt - to have a public call, having members of the public identify their own ICH.
· Inclusion of ICH issues within political speeches for awareness-raising.
· Development of community museums.
· Youth – face a great challenge with regards to their mother tongue.
· The migration of youth and the subsequent diluting of cultures together with globalization have far reaching effects on them.

· The bombardment over youth of western cultures – consumerism and brand values. 

· How can we engage the formal education system to use the mother tongue, ICH at pre-school level.
· Reality and idealism with the use of the mother tongue - although spoken at home; it is not often practiced in school.

· How can we make ICH appealing to the youth?

· How can we produce trademarks and brands related to ICH with which youth would like to identify?

Group 5: Preservation, protection
For better preservation of ICH:
· By the community, the group or the individual – they should be the first to preserve.
· Legislative measures – basic legal measures should be put in place and convince the political decision makers. In Burundi tradition, the cow is used for dowry. As it is now impossible for all to give cows, money is given called “cows” but symbolic amounts for cows.

· Use of mother tongue – a means of preserving ICH through non formal education and even through media.

· Have national ICH to be valorized, preserved and safeguarded. Should be a day to learn and transmit ICH to youth.  

· Culture is crosscutting, thus ICH should not be isolated. It goes through health, agriculture, defence, sports and other areas of a normal life.

· Introduction of ICH in formal education right from childhood to learn their own culture.

· Political will – Political decision makers should be aware of the importance of preservation.

Group 6: Transmission, dissemination
There are various methods of transmission.
Transmission occurs when practitioners and culture bearers provide information on practices, skills, knowledge, and ideas in formal and non formal ways.

Challenges – traditional forms of transmission are broken or weakened – reasons:

· Globalization –inevitable – difficult to transmit traditional knowledge

· Modernization – change of lifestyles – absence of parents: working 18 hours a day

· Urbanization

· Individualism – non-interaction of families and children.  Enclosure behind fences.
· Culture not included in educational curricula.
· Negative publicity on ICH – some media sometimes publicize negative images – negative perceptions of foreign countries.
· Foreign media of transmission – local languages carry traditional values and meanings.
· Association of traditional medicine with supernatural powers.
· Existence of fake traditional healers – need for screening. 

Suggestions and recommendations:
· Observe/practice rites of passage – birth, initiation, marriage and death.
· Involve communities in museums and cultural festivals, cultural centres, etc.

· Revise labour laws and policies to afford parents more time to interact with their children—e.g. paternity leave.
· Include cultural education in school curriculum – theory and practice.
· Appropriate use of media to promote ICH.
· Use of laws to promote and protect ICH.
After the presentations by the rapporteurs, the relationship between tangible and intangible heritage was raised. While one convention exists for World Heritage and the other for intangible heritage at UNESCO, both types of heritage may be dealt with together at the national level. Since the ratification of international conventions is primarily a national matter, the way a convention is implemented at the national level is a national matter, as long as obligations set forth by each convention are duly respected. 

The conclusions of the breakout groups were that when a researcher inventories ICH, he/she needs to search for the dynamic of ICH within the community. It is important to acknowledge and document positive and negative changes in the ICH and also what makes ICH important to the community, their perceptions and interpretations among certain practices considered as ICH. In inventorying ICH, it is equally necessary to find out the mechanisms to prioritize the target or focus of safeguarding measures. This is critical for planning exercises since it may not be evident for an outsider to understand the culture of certain communities and to define what is important and what is not.

Ratification of the 2003 Convention

Mr Silverse Anami presented Kenya’s experience in ratification of the 2003 Convention. Below is the summary of his presentation. 

Introduction

· Kenya is a multi-cultural society emerging from a momentous history that was heavily riddled with colonial imperialism and domination of White settlers, missionaries and Asian merchants who openly despised African cultures.

· Lately, the memories of marginalization of African cultural communities have heralded a renaissance of ‘indigenous’ culture amongst Kenyan communities, giving rise to enhanced creativity and cultural-based celebrations.

· The adoption of the 2003 Convention coincided with Kenya’s 2nd liberation which ushered into the national administration a crop of liberalized management and vibrant political leadership. Kenya had commenced an ambitious constitutional review process which was anxious to bring on board policies that would create avenues for all sectors of development. The socio-cultural sector seized the opportunity to anchor into the Kenyan constitution a Chapter on Culture and Development. This inclusion brought into the public domain, open debates on diverse cultural concerns.

· The influx of community radio and vernacular FM stations enhanced public awareness and created high voltage sensitivity on cultural issues with particular concerns and censorship on stereotype notions on the matters of heritage amongst Kenyan communities.

Adoption of the 2003 Convention

· The Kenyan delegation to the 32nd Session of the UNESCO General Conference actively participated in the plenary debates on the text of the Convention and then the adoption of the Convention on 17th October 2003.

· This opportunity provided the impetus and justification for the ratification of the Convention. The adoption of the Convention was the main item in the reports of the Kenya delegation with the specific recommendation for sensitization of stakeholders.

· Kenya began its process of ratifying the Convention in 2004. 

Regional Information Meetings

· The Kenyan delegation that participated in a regional information meeting organized in Cape Town, South Africa, returned home to organize a series of briefs to various ministries and authorities that deal with culture. These briefs sensitized the stakeholders and fed into the texts of the draft constitutional review document.

· The Culture Committee chaired by Prof. Wangari Maathai was constituted within the framework of the constitutional review commission. The Committee organized several stakeholder meetings that were used to incorporate all relevant policy and standard-setting documents in the draft constitution.

· The Department of Culture in collaboration with the UNESCO Nairobi Office organized a regional information meeting in 2004 to create awareness among stakeholders.

· The UNESCO Dar es Salaam Office and the Tanzania authorities organized yet another information meeting in November 2006 that reinforced the understanding of the Convention and the need to ratify it.

Setback

· The collapse of the constitutional review process following the national referendum was a major setback to the ratification process in Kenya.

National Symposium

· The Department of Culture organised 8 provincial symposiums to discuss the role of all culture conventions in managing cultural development. These meetings informed the Ministry of Culture and other authorities on public views.

The AU Ministers of Culture Conference

· The first AU Ministers of Culture Conference held in Nairobi (2005) provided a new impetus for the ratification of the 2003 and 2005 conventions. The independent experts meetings renewed the call for ratification of the conventions and the Nairobi Declaration which was adopted by the Heads of State Summit in Khartoum alluded the significant importance of the 2003 and 2005 Conventions.

Strategies

· Lobbying with relevant Government and non-governmental cultural authorities.

· Consolidation of local, national and international communities, presentations, declarations on the provisions of the text.

· Revision and enactment of national laws to strengthen the provisions of the conventions, e.g. the Kenya Copyright Act, the Sites and Monuments Act, the Customary law, the Cultural Centre Act, etc.

· Establishment of taskforce on the development of community rights,

· Preparation of Cabinet memorandum and aggressive lobbying with Parliament.

· Initiate a cultural commission.
Mr Mbhazima Makhubele then presented South Africa’s experience of preparing to ratify the 2003 Convention. Below is the summary of his presentation. 
The South Africa started the ratification process in 2005. 
· The Department of Arts and Culture first consulted with key ministries within government: Foreign Affairs, to verify if ratifying the 2003 ICH convention would not be in conflict with other treaties that SA is signatory to or its other existing international obligations; and Department of Justice and Constitutional Development, to determine whether the provisions of the Convention are in line with the national constitution. The Convention was found to be compliant with both.
· South Africa also consulted other stakeholders such as civil society, professional organizations, communities and other spheres of government, namely provincial and local government. These consultations culminated in a national workshop held on 26 and 27 July 2007. The workshop participants were unanimous on the urgent need to ratify the convention. It encouraged DAC to move towards ratification. The workshop, in which UNESCO was involved, was groundbreaking because the participants acknowledged the importance of focusing attention and resources on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage since the trend had been to expand resources and efforts only on tangible heritage. The participants expressed frustration that little had been done to safeguard and promote ICH, which they considered important to their identity.

· After the workshop, DAC wrote a Cabinet memorandum, recommending the Cabinet to consider ratifying the 2003 Convention. The response of the Cabinet committee was to consult the Ministry of Trade and Industry to further elaborate the Cabinet memorandum. The consultation with the Ministry is under final stage. 
· ICH safeguarding offers possibilities of joint listing e.g., Mozambique, Lesotho, Botswana and Zimbabwe, fostering regional integration. 
· Strong push by civil society to safeguard ICH may help. 

· Referring to the theme of the 2005 Heritage Day, Ubuntu
, ICH relates well with the spirit of Ubuntu and can help right problems of Xenophobia and tribal conflict while providing common values and concretizing unity.
· It is important to be pro-active and work within the SADC and AU for regional cooperation and integration. South Africa is currently developing a national policy to integrate the ICH Convention in light of redressing the years of colonialism and apartheid.

The brief summary of the discussion took place after the two presentations is as follows:

· UNESCO clarified that under the ICH Convention, creating a national law on ICH is not a prerequisite to ratifying the Convention. 

· The Convention exists in six official languages of the United Nations. In order to reach wider population and ensure a wider participation of communities, the participants expressed the need for the Convention to be translated into different local languages. UNESCO is encouraged to assist this endeavour within its limited financial capacity. 

· Concerning the importance of languages, the participants reported that the African Academy of Languages (ACALAN) has been requested by the AU to promote the use of African languages, particularly Kiswahili, and that Kiswahili is now one of the recognized African languages used by the AU. They agreed that there is a need for an African language to be added to six official languages of the United Nations. 
Safeguarding at the national level: ICH inventorying

The later part of the morning was spent on the question of ICH inventorying as a safeguarding measure at national levels. Ms Kristin Kuutma made a PPT presentation, as summarized below (c.f. Annex 8). 

Characteristics of an Inventory

· Goals in safeguarding

· Participation of communities and groups concerned

· Geographic and demographic scope 

· Domains and definitions

· Comprehensive and consistent information

· Updating
Outline for inventorying (c.f. Attachment 6, p. 30) 

1. Identification

· Name of the element 

· Short title

· Community concerned 

· Physical location of element

· Short description

2. Characteristics 

· Associated tangible elements

· Associated intangible elements

· Language, register, speech level involved

· Perceived origin

3. Persons and institutions involved 

· Practitioners/performers

· Other participants (e.g., holders/custodians)

· Customary practices governing access to the element

· Modes of transmission

· Concerned organizations (NGOs and others)

4. Viability
· Threats to the enactment

· Threats to the transmission

· Availability of associated 

· Tangible elements and resources

· Viability of associated 

· Tangible and intangible elements

· Safeguarding measures in place

5. Data gathering and inventorying
· Involvement of the community/group

· Restrictions on use of inventoried data

· Resource persons

· Date and place of data gathering 

· Compiler data

6. Reference to literature, discography, audiovisual materials, archives
In response to her presentation, the following comments were raised:

· While a participant suggested that ICH inventories may include core significance of an ICH to the community, the general consensus was that describing such core significance may risk freezing some ICH, thus is better avoided. 

· ICH inventorying according to the Convention is to identify ICH “in view of safeguarding.” If a certain number of ICH elements have already been identified, States may decide to start implementing pilot safeguarding projects rather than spending limited resources to inventory ICH in a superficial manner. 

· Considering that many religions are integral and integrated part of culture, it is often not possible to separate religion from culture. Since the aim of the Convention is to be inclusive rather than exclusive, States may decide to inventory religions even though they do not figure as one of ICH domains under the Convention. 

· A cautious remark was raised about how to approach ICH inventorying. Since certain knowledge is sacred and to be kept confidential, the question of access needs to be taken seriously. It is important to emphasize that not everything needs to be inventoried. Rather than creating detailed documentation on sensitive topics, inventories may, for instance, only indicate who the custodians of certain knowledge are. The Convention lays down certain fundamental principles; each situation and each researcher will call for fundamental principles in different ways; and respect for customary limitations on access is clearly stipulated. 

· Many participants emphasized that once they have ratified, States should create functional plans for internal inventories and for regional comparisons to facilitate cross-border cooperation.
· Discussion took place on the possible conflicts among ICH, and HIV/AIDS prevention, gender, and human rights issues. The participants were reminded that only those expressions that do not violate human rights are protected under the Convention.

· Mr Proschan explained that UNESCO’s role in assisting States to inventory ICH can only be technical at pilot stages, and that to make good inventories of ICH requires the broadest possible participation of communities, governments, research institutes, local committees, museums, archives, specialists in inventory-making, etc. He also recalled that an inventory can never be considered final but it is a continuous process. He also added that UNESCO cannot decide what should be inventoried as it is a decision to be taken at national levels involving internal political issues.

Safeguarding at the international level:  ICH Lists

Mr Frank Proschan gave a presentation on ICH safeguarding at the international level—ICH Lists, summarized as below. 
· The Convention establishes two Lists: the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.
· The Representative List will have a major role in ensuring better visibility of intangible cultural heritage, in increasing awareness of its significance and also in encouraging dialogue in a spirit that is respectful of cultural diversity.

· The Urgent Safeguarding list will inscribe ICH elements that will need urgent safeguarding, for which certain funds may be provided through the ICH Fund.  

· In addition to the two lists, Article 18 of the Convention establishes that the Committee will periodically select and promote safeguarding programmes, projects and activities that it considers best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, taking into account the special needs of developing countries. 

· The ICH Fund is soon to become available to developing States Parties to the Convention for the preparation of nomination files for the Urgent Safeguarding List, safeguarding of ICH, and other assistance. 

· The selection criteria and the deadline for the submission of nomination files for the Lists are to be submitted for consideration to the next session (16 to 19 June 2008) of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention.
Following the presentation, the discussion below took place: 

· It is important to ensure that the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding not become a “poor country’s list.” 
· The fundamental difference between the 1972 World Heritage Convention and the 2003 ICH Convention is that while the World Heritage Convention has only one List and certain World Heritage sites get moved to the List of World Heritage in Danger for a certain period of time, the ICH Convention has two independent lists, namely, the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. It is hoped that elements for the Urgent Safeguarding List will be submitted by various states parties. 
· In response to the question as to whether or not a State non party can benefit from the Convention’s Fund, it was reiterated that the Convention’s Fund is available only to States Parties, while UNESCO through its regular programme funds or extrabudgetary fund stands ready to assist all Member States when possible. 

· It was emphasized that while a free, prior, and informed consent of communities must be obtained before inventorying ICH of particular communities, such consent can take various culturally appropriate forms. As a part of the formal process of nomination of an ICH to the Lists, the State will be requested to demonstrate that the community was properly consulted, consented to the nomination of their ICH and will be involved in the elaboration of safeguarding plans. 

Summary: Priorities and next steps

During the wrap-up session, the following points were raised by the participants:

· UNESCO welcomes the participants to contact field offices or Headquarters when they wish UNESCO’s presence at national meetings; UNESCO will try its best to assist within its limited resources. 

· UNESCO welcomes to receive information about innovative projects and interesting publications on ICH to put on the ICH website and/or in the Intangible Heritage Messenger (http://www.unesco.org/culture/en/ich/messenger/).  

· A participant raised a point that in the case of war-torn countries such as Somalia, governments often cannot take necessary measures to safeguard their ICH due to various factors (e.g., lack of capacity and resources). Capacity-building assisted by UNESCO is imperative in such a situation. Equally important as awareness-raising of the government on the importance of ICH safeguarding is the identification and empowerment of non-State actors (civil society, individuals engaged in the field of ICH). 

· Although UNESCO recognizes difficult working conditions that hinder effective implementations of emergency projects, UNESCO stands ready to assist those post-conflict States as much as it can. 

· In order to raise awareness and consolidate efforts for the safeguarding of ICH, each State may attempt to establish a national day on cultural heritage. This idea may be proposed to the African Union. 

· Considering that the year 2007 is the International Year of Languages, a participant invited others to consider undertaking activities on languages. Languages are the vehicle of ICH. 
· Regarding the ratification process, it was clarified that it is up to each State to ratify, accept, or approve the Convention. The terminology difference relates only to the national process that each State may have to undergo to become a State Party to an international convention.  

Closing 
Mr Mgomezulu, before declaring the workshop closed, once again encouraged all States to ratify the Convention as soon as possible to ensure the widest participation of all regions in the operational life of the ICH Convention. He also thanked the Norwegian authorities and DAC of South Africa for their generous support enabling the workshop to be held. 
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� Zulu word, literally meaning “humanness.”  Ubuntu is a social and spiritual philosophy serving as a framework for African society. It is an African ethic or humanist ideology focusing on people's allegiances and relations with each other.  Ubuntu is seen as a traditional African concept.





PAGE  

