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1.
Introduction 

UNESCO Dar es Salaam and the Intangible Heritage Section in cooperation with UNESCO Addis Ababa, Harare, Nairobi, Maputo, and Windhoek, organized, on 27 and 28 November 2006, a sub-regional meeting on the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage: Implementation and Inventory-making was held in Dar es Salaam (Republic of Tanzania). In total, 21 countries from Eastern/Southern African regions participated in the meeting. 
The objectives of the meeting were:

· to inform about the preparation of the implementation of the Convention on the international level;

· to discuss ways in which the 2003 Convention may be implemented on the national level, focusing on inventory making and other safeguarding activities;

· to share information and experiences.

The meeting programme (Annex I) included presentations by:

· Mr. Tim Curtis (programme specialist for culture in Dar es Salaam), 

· Ms. Harriet Deacon (resource person/expert from South Africa), 

· Mr. Daniel Ndagala (consultant, former Director of Culture of Tanzania), 

· Mr. Rieks Smeets (chief of the Section of Intangible Cultural Heritage), and 

· Reiko Yoshida (assistant programme specialist in the Section of Intangible Cultural Heritage). 

For the opening of the meeting, UNESCO had the honor of having the presence of Honorable Muhammed Seif Khatib, Minister of Information, Culture and Sports of the United Republic of Tanzania (see attachment 2). The Director of the Dar es Salaam office also participated in the meeting (see attachment 1), 
This report follows the order of the agenda: Statutory framework of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage; Intangible Cultural Heritage - core concepts and UNESCO programs; Safeguarding Measures; ICH inventorying; Lists; and the Field trip to a Community Museum. Various questions and responses are grouped together and presented at the end. The conclusion offers a brief summary of the meeting.
2.
Statutory framework of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

R. Yoshida outlined the early development of cultural heritage policies within UNESCO and the context of how the 2003 Convention came to be conceived (see attachment 3). She explained that while cultural heritage used to be considered as predominantly consisting of historical monuments and sites, the concept has drastically evolved over the last 30 years to now include also intangible elements belonging to a wide variety of domains. UNESCO made its first attempt to address the issue of safeguarding of intangible heritage in 1989, by adopting the Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore. That non-binding legal instrument did not bring about many concrete results, and after having consulted the Member States in a series of regional meetings, it was concluded, by the end of the 1990s, that in order to appropriately safeguard our living heritage, a new more binding international legal instrument – preferably a convention - was to be developed.  

R. Yoshida explained the goals of the Convention, the obligations of States Parties, the Organs of the Convention, the General Assembly of States Parties and a 24-member Intergovernmental Committee. She elaborated information on recent meetings, the first ordinary session (27-29 June 2006) and the first extraordinary session (9 November 2006) of the General Assembly, and the first ordinary session of the Intergovernmental Committee (18-19 November 2006). She further informed that two lists called the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and the Intangible Heritage Fund would be established under the Convention, and that the selection criteria for the Lists and criteria for the use of the Fund are currently under discussion by the Committee. She concluded her presentation by noting that by the end of November 2006, sixty-eight states had ratified the Convention and that the ratification was continuing its steady pace.

3.
Intangible Cultural Heritage - core concepts and UNESCO programs

Following the presentation on the statutory framework of the Convention, Ms. Deacon presented “intangible cultural heritage under the 2003 Convention“ (see attachment 4). She referred to article 2 of the Convention as the basic definition of the intangible cultural heritage, highlighting the great value placed on the significance of the heritage to communities, groups or individuals who practice that heritage. She presented the domains of the intangible heritage as mentioned in Article 2;

1) oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage; 

2) performing arts; 

3) social practices, rituals and festive events; 

4) knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; 

5) traditional craftsmanship. 

She mentioned that priorities might be given to the safeguarding of intangible heritage damaged by colonization, political marginalization, globalization and also to heritage elements that reflect national and regional identity. 

The role of communities was raised as a key point: “the practicing community is the key point for heritage recreation. They have to be involved in the inventorying and listing processes and in heritage management” understanding that the safeguarding of intangible heritage is important because it provides practicing communities with a sense of “identity and continuity.” While questions such as “who owns the heritage and what does ownership mean?”, “who has the right to speak for the community?”, and “who should define its meaning?” remain to be dealt with, the involvement of communities in the implementation of the Convention is crucial as stipulated in article 15. 

Following Ms. Deacon’s presentation, R. Yoshida made a brief presentation on “future of the UNESCO programs in the field of intangible cultural heritage” (see attachment 5). She explained that article 18 of the Convention discusses “programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage.” Under the Convention, States Parties will be able to submit proposals to the Committee whereby the Committee will select and promote national, subregional, and regional programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of intangible heritage. In this process, States Parties may be able to receive international assistance for the preparation of such proposals, and once approved, may benefit from the Intangible Heritage Fund for the implementation. 

R. Yoshida mentioned that UNESCO developed three programmes in the field of intangible heritage; namely, (1) the Living Human Treasure, (2) the Endangered Languages, and (3) the Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. She explained that the Living Human Treasure programme aims at encouraging Member States to grant official recognition to talented tradition bearers and practitioners, and at ensuring the transmission of their knowledge and skills to the younger generation. Under the Endangered Languages Programme, priorities are given to awareness-raising, capacity-building in Member States for language safeguarding and promoting international cooperation between experts and institutions for safeguarding linguistic diversity. The Proclamation programme, launched in 1998, started with the objective to raise awareness and recognize the importance of the intangible heritage and the need to safeguard and revitalize it and also to promote the participation of tradition bearers in identifying and revitalizing the intangible heritage. In total, 90 Masterpieces were proclaimed; in accordance with Article 31, there will be no new Proclamation since the Convention entered into force. It was further explained that the proclaimed Masterpieces will be incorporated into the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (c.f., article 31), the modality of which is currently being debated by the Intergovernmental Committee.  

4.
Safeguarding Measures

Mr. Curtis delivered a presentation on “promotion, documentation, research, education, revitalization” (see attachment 6). He explained that the safeguarding of intangible heritage takes a different approach than that of tangible heritage since what to be safeguarded involves people and their knowledge rather than their products. By safeguarding, the idea is not to ‘freeze’ intangible heritage since intangible heritage is a living entity always evolving with time. It is important to note therefore that change does not necessarily mean that the intangible heritage is lost or distorted; changes can be a sign that the culture is vibrant. 

Mr. Curtis further noted that within a specific expression of intangible heritage, there are often specific elements of the process which are the important elements to safeguard, and identifying these ‘core’ elements/processes is crucial for defining safeguarding measures. Since the focus of safeguarding is the knowledge and practice, the issue of intergenerational transmission is vital for all domains of intangible heritage. 

Mr. Curtis elaborated that when considering ICH safeguarding, identifying threats to the continued enactment of an intangible heritage is essential. While threats vary according to types of ICH, specific social, political or economic contexts of concerned communities, and global issues, some common threats include: 

· lack of income generation leading to abandonment of certain practices and expressions;

· loss of political or economic significance of a particular practice due to development, emerging market economy or political structures of national states; 

· lack of valorization or pride in the culture among younger generation; 

· development of formal school education;

· rural to urban, or international migration; 

· spread of world religions or of secular/humanist world views;

· tourism;

· wars, extreme poverty, disease; 

· environmental degradation.

The variety of threats highlights the need to employ an integrated/holistic approach in the planning of safeguarding measures. Safeguarding measures therefore should be conceived taking into account the particular social, economic, political situation of the concerned community or practitioners. 

Mr. Curtis emphasized that while documentation and research are important, they are not enough since the continuous enactment of a cultural practice depends on its transmission to younger generations. An advisable approach may be to train community members in basic documentation techniques so that they may document and update it within their own communities. 

Education and training are also another important aspect of ICH safeguarding. While inclusion of reference to ICH in education materials and curricula is important for valorizing ICH and help youngsters mitigate sense of alienation in school, it is important to keep in mind that classroom may not be always the best context for ICH transmission. Use of non-formal education should also be encouraged.      

Following the presentation by Mr. Curtis, Ms. Harriet then introduced “legal, administrative, and financial measures” (attachment 4). Before plunging on the subject, she reviewed article 2.3 which states: “’safeguarding’ means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage, including identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage.” ICH safeguarding therefore involves tasks such as,

· identifying and safeguarding important and threatened ICH,

· developing funding strategies to support community-based management of ICH,

· negotiating who belongs to and who represents the community,

· negotiating what ownership of the ICH by a community implies,

· protecting community intellectual property rights over the ICH, 

· channelling benefits related to ICH back into communities. 

Government’s roles in ICH safeguarding may involve:

· developing and integrating legal and financial instruments for safeguarding heritage;

· enabling and encouraging communication between different government departments, agencies and NGOs working with heritage;

· maintaining and administering inventories of ICH;

· making independent decisions around the compatibility of intangible resources with human rights codes;

· prioritising representative, neglected or at risk ICH for support;

· helping communities to develop additional capacity to document and manage their own ICH; 

· managing the relationship between external heritage professionals and communities. 

Key issues to be addressed nationally may include:

· How to include ICH in national legislation;

· How to make different government departments work together on ICH;

· How to conduct the inventorying of ICH at a national level;

· Where to prioritise national resources for the safeguarding of ICH.

As a guiding framework, Ms. Harriet introduced that the African Union adopted the Charter for the Cultural Renaissance of Africa 2005 (see attachment 7) which affirms the importance of cultural identity and the necessity to carry out “a systematic inventory in view of preserving and promoting the cultural heritage,” and also to ensure the promotion of African languages, mainstay, and media of material and immaterial cultural heritage. She further mentioned that considering much of the current heritage legislation in Africa still only protects objects and places and that the trend in Africa seems to be moving towards developing broader cultural policies, it is an opportune moment to revisit existing heritage laws, legislation, and policies in view of broadening the definition and democratise the management of both tangible and intangible heritage.  

She concluded her presentation by mentioning the following basic principles:

· To safeguard ICH requires to define what is important about the concerned intangible heritage, who practices it, and who is responsible for passing it down to the younger generations;

· Re-enactment, re-creation, practice, and community ownership are crucial ways of safeguarding heritage significance;

· It is possible to protect boundaries around secret and sacred knowledge.

Heritage management often involves different kinds of experts who understand heritage resources in different ways. Sometimes, outsider’s intervention may not be necessary for a certain community and under a certain situation, while it may also be helpful in other circumstances. Various expertises can be helpful, but it is important to know what the role of each person involved is.  

To conclude the section on safeguarding, Dr. Ndagala spoke on “transboundary cooperation and forms of assistance” (see attachment 8), bringing forward an idea that transboundary cooperation can begin at any time at any level. He stated that national boundaries of many African countries cut across language blocks or divide communities that constitute cultural blocks. In such situations, the safeguarding of the heritage of the “dissected” entities necessitates the cooperation in various forms. To illustrate his point, he presented several concrete examples such as the Luo people living in the Mara region of Tanzania who are also found in Kenya’s Nyanza province and Uganda, sharing the language and cultures. 

Concerning transboudary rituals and ceremonies, Dr. Ndagala discussed the Maasai people living both in Tanzania and Kenya and their boys’ circumcision ritual that take them to Kenya for its opening and back to Tanzania for the completion of this six-month long ritual. He recalled that the safeguarding is not only about documenting and listing, but it is mostly about practice. For example, the Maasai people cannot practice their circumcision ritual unless their movement across the administrative boundaries is facilitated. In terms of transboundary cooperation, it is important to share best practices on questions such as “in what ways were the custodians of the heritage involved?”, “how were different problems are solved?,” “how were resources generated?.”  He also explained that documenting and listing of certain heritages may call for inputs from more than one national authority and also involve the sharing of information and exchange of lists to identify similarities and overlaps. 

Referring to Section V of the Convention on “International cooperation and assistance,” Dr. Ndagala stressed that the international cooperation in the spirit of the 2003 Convention is not to be interpreted only in terms of financial cooperation but more in terms of willing parties coming together for the same cause, that is the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage. He conveyed with conviction that such cooperation is not money dependant but dependant on creativity on the part of practitioners, political will, and willingness to share practices and information. Given that Africa is working towards greater political integration through AU, NEPAD and SADAC, transboundary heritage may help foster greater political and economic ties. He urged that transboundary heritage should not be considered as a threat, but rather as a resource providing an entry point for cooperation. 

5.
ICH inventorying

Mr. Smeets, chief of the Intangible Heritage Section of UNESCO, made a presentation on the inventorying of ICH. Referring to article 2.3, he recalled that the concept of safeguarding is aimed at ensuring the viability of the ICH. The first measure mentioned therefore is identification. He informed that those countries that have already started developing inventories in the spirit of the Convention indicate that inventorying ICH and making those inventories public, contributes to the formulation of concrete plans for preserving or restoring the viability of the elements concerned. Furthermore, inventorying helps raise awareness of the existence of the ICH in its own right and of the importance of the living heritage for individual and collective identities. Inventorying also encourages the creativity, pride and self-respect of the bearers of the expressions and practices concerned. 

Mr. Smeets emphasized that while there exists relative freedom for states to draw up inventory(ies) of ICH, the Convention seems to impose a number of conditions or constraints, the most explicit of which concerns community involvement. He reiterated that inventories are to be drawn up to ensure identification with a view to safeguarding the ICH of communities and groups. Referring to article 11, it seems that communities, groups, and individuals are to be involved when their ICH is to be identified through an inventorying process. In this context, it is useful to refer to article 13(d)(ii) which wishes each State Party to adopt appropriate measures aimed at ensuring access to the ICH while respecting customary practices governing specific aspects of such heritage. He added that respecting such practices might sometimes mean that some ICH should not be inventoried, or that some ICH featured in inventories can be made public only under certain restrictions. 

Another condition seems that inventories probably need to be as complete as possible, i.e., inventorying the totality of ICH present in a country (article 12). Since inventorying all ICH present will no doubt be a laborious task, the Convention does not seem to oblige its States Parties to complete ICH inventorying in a short period of time, but rather ask them to regularly update the inventories in view of evolving nature of ICH and communities (article 12). 

In inventorying ICH, it might be advisable to indicate the viability of the inventoried elements and also if appropriate factors threatening that viability since one of the purposes of inventorying ICH is for their eventual safeguarding.  

Mr. Smeets distributed, as information, an outline (below) for inventorying elements of the intangible cultural heritage that was developed based on recommendations made and refined by experts during a series of meetings for the preparation of the implementation of the Convention and that might be used as a reference point for developing an inventorying exercise appropriate for each state. 

	Outline for inventorying elements of the intangible cultural heritage * 
1. Identification of the element


1.1. Name of the element, as used by community or group concerned; 

1.2. Short, maximally informative title (including indication of domain(s));

1.3. Community(ies) concerned; 

1.4. Physical location(s) of element;
1.5 Short description.

2. Characteristics of the element

2.1. Associated tangible elements;

2.2. Associated intangible elements; 

2.3. Language(s), register(s), speech level(s) involved;

2.4. Perceived origin.

3. Persons and institutions involved with the element

3.1. Practitioners(s)/performer(s) - name(s), age, gender, social status, and/or professional                   

       category, etc.;

3.2. Other participants (e.g., holders/custodians);

3.3. Customary practices governing access to the element or to aspects of it;

3.3. Modes of transmission;


3.4. Concerned organizations (NGOs and others).

4. State of the element: viability


4.1. Threats to the enactment;


4.2. Threats to the transmission;


4.3. Availability of associated tangible elements and resources;


4.4. Viability of associated tangible and intangible elements;


4.5. Safeguarding measures in place.

5. Data gathering and inventorying

5.1. Involvement of the community/group in, and consent for data gathering and 

       inventorying;

5.2. Restrictions, if any, on use of inventoried data;


5.3. Resource persons(s) - name and status or affiliation;


5.4. Date and place of data gathering; 


5.5. Date of entering data into an inventory;


5.6. The inventory entry compiled by…. 

6.  References to literature, discography, audiovisual materials, archives.

*Based on recommendations made and refined by experts during a series of meetings in the run-up to the preparation of the implementation of the Convention


6. 
Lists

Mr. Smeets then delivered a presentation on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. He informed that the Representative List to be created by the Convention is to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and raise awareness of its significance (article 16) while the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding is in view of taking appropriate safeguarding measures (article 17). 

Mr. Smeets then evoked the question of what representativeness means. While it may mean that the intangible heritage to be listed on the Representative List should be representative of the intangible heritage of a given community, another interpretation of representativity may be that ICH elements to be listed on the List should be representative of ICH worldwide. However way the concept of representativeness is to be interpreted, it is important to avoid establishing hierarchy among various ICH since the spirit of the Convention is that all cultures are equivalent having same values. He also presented the issue of selection criteria for the Lists. While the ICH elements must be in conformity with the definition given by the Convention, the exact criteria to be respected are currently under elaboration. Questions such as the interpretation of the concept of representativeness/representativity, selection criteria, and the relationship between two Lists of the Convention are currently being debated by the Intergovernmental Committee.   

Mr. Smeets then touched upon the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund (article 25). He informed that one of the ways to use the Fund is to support the inventorying of ICH in States Parties to the Convention, and another way is to support the safeguarding of ICH listed under the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. It was explained that the first inscription of ICH elements into the Lists is expected to take place in the year 2008 or early 2009 at the latest in order not to have too much gap since the last proclamation which happened in November 2005. 

7. 
Field trip to the Community Museum 

Upon the completion of all the planned presentations, the participants were brought to the Community Museum situated in Dar es Salaam for a short field trip. Once on site, the Director of the Museum delivered greetings and arranged a guided tour to take the participants around the museum. This open-air museum displays a number of traditional houses from different parts of Tanzania. The participants visited the houses with much interest. At the end of the tour, the participant enjoyed traditional dance performance. 

8.
Questions and Discussion

After 2 hours of the visit at the Community Museum, the participants returned to the meeting venue for the final discussion. Below is the summary of the number of questions raised during the two-day meeting. 

Within the Intergovernmental Committee, why is there no representation of a state from Eastern and Southern Africa? 

Eastern and Southern Africa is not represented in the Intergovernmental Committee because there was no candidature at the time of the first election during the first General Assembly session of June 2006, and at the second election of the extraordinary General Assembly session of November 2006, other African countries were voted for. Below is the distribution of the Committee members by UNESCO’s electoral group.

	24 Intergovernmental Committee members
Group I
Group IV
Belgium
2006 - 2008
China
2006 - 2008
France
2006 - 2008
India
2006 - 2010
Turkey
2006 - 2010
Japan
2006 - 2008
Group II
Viet Nam
2006 - 2010
Belarus
2006 - 2010
Group V(a)
Bulgaria
2006 - 2008
Central African Republic
2006 - 2010
Estonia
2006 - 2010
Gabon
2006 - 2010
Hungary
2006 - 2010
Mali
2006 - 2010
Romania
2006 - 2008
Nigeria
2006 - 2008
Group III
Senegal
2006 - 2008
Bolivia

2006 - 2008

Group V(b)
Brazil

2006 - 2008

Algeria
2006 - 2008
Mexico

2006 - 2010

Syrian Arab Republic
2006 - 2008
Peru

2006 - 2010

United Arab Emirates
2006 - 2010



Why does UNESCO underplay the link between development and intangible cultural heritage? Some countries have great interest to promote tourism through ICH to bring about sustainable development.

The link between development and intangible heritage is not a question that has yes or not answer. For example, promoting tourism related to ICH such as traditional dance may benefit ICH practitioners and community members by creating income-generating activities (e.g., tourist operators, sale of handicrafts, paid performance to tourists). However, it is important to keep in mind that ICH should be safeguarded not because it generates economic opportunities but because it is important to the concerned community. Precaution needs to be taken to avoid folklorization of ICH and unexpected and unwelcome intrusion of others into ICH practices. 

How much financial contribution does a State Party to the Convention need to pay?

Referring to Article 26 and also to the Rule of Procedure adopted by the first ordinary session of the General Assembly in June 2006, R. Yoshida explained that a State Party is to contribute 1 % of the contribution that it makes to the regular budget of UNESCO. Some participants mentioned that making this required financial contribution might be one of the factors preventing some African states from ratifying it since some states find it difficult to pay any financial contribution however small it may be. R. Yoshida then responded that while there is a financial obligation, States Parties, especially developing countries, would benefit more by being able to access to the Convention’s Fund. On this point, Mr. Curtis informed that he had in the past witnessed some States Parties to the Word Heritage Convention paying some $100 and in return receiving a project worth over several thousands dollars. His intervention clarified that the return would be in fact much more than the obligatory financial contribution.
Further on the point of financial obligatory contribution, Dr. Ndagala, former Director of Culture within the Ministry of Culture of Tanzania, intervened to remind the participants that it is the responsibility of each culture specialist to bring culture to the table of the government in order to secure necessary funds for culture. He urged them to be more proactive towards their own government in their effort to obtain necessary funds for culture. 

Should we worry about change that happens to intangible heritage?  

Certain kinds of changes are inevitable in a continued enactment of ICH. The important question to ask is, “is the change damaging to the core significance of the intangible heritage in question?” For example, in talking about traditional dance, it is important to ask, “what is the valuable part of the dance?” These decisions need to be made by dancers and in cooperation with heritage practitioners.  Defining significance of a given intangible heritage is important in considering changes. 

Is there any clear guidelines for the implementation of the 2003 Convention? I would like to ask UNESCO to produce manuals to guide countries. 

A series of thematic manuals and operational directives are currently under preparation by the Intangible Heritage Section and the Intergovernmental Committee and are expected to be made available by the early 2008.   

How can we safeguard secret knowledge?

In the inventory making process, indication should be made in order for certain secret elements to be kept confidential. WIPO has developed a guideline to this effect which may be used as a reference.

How can we deal with the issue of migration?

While the issue of migration will probably require more attention and consideration, the first step might be to foster relationships between host and diaspora communities. In the case of the proclamation of Masterpieces, experts checked multinational files attentively to see if the proposed intangible heritage was shared with other countries or not. 

Can the 2003 Convention work properly even though some powerful countries have not yet ratified it?

While some countries are undeniably powerful, those countries do not hold all the ICH worldwide. Therefore, just because some countries have not yet ratified the Convention does not mean that it will not necessarily function. At the same time, ratification of the Convention by many more countries is equally important. Follow-up meetings nationally and locally are essential for the promotion and implementation of the Convention.

How should we know when to safeguard ICH since communities sometimes may not be in a position to safeguard their own ICH? 

While it is ultimately up to communities themselves to decide whether or not they want to safeguard their ICH, indirect assistance such as awareness raising and celebrating ICH nationally and internationally is important. Direct cooperation such as assisting knowledge holder to document their knowledge and supporting younger generation to learn ICH is also important. 

When we tried to document a kinship ceremony, we were not allowed to do so since it can only be documented during the ceremony.

It should be remembered that ICH documentation should be done in a culturally appropriate manner, and that ICH should not be documented when it is not the time to do so.  

I worry about certain intangible heritage that are practiced only by aging people.

Effort of safeguarding must be focused on transmission and analysis of risks essential. Mechanisms of transmission must be respected. 

Does UNESCO have a capacity to assist member states in this inventorying process?

UNESCO’s role is to function as a clearinghouse through disseminating information. Some financial assistance is foreseen to facilitate the exercise of inventorying ICH in developing countries. It is understood that inventorying ICH would be different for each country, and the Convention does not ask for the creation of one national inventory of ICH. Depending on local and national contexts, several inventories may be drawn up. 

How can we manage the data collected? How should we deal with overlaps between elements and domains?

If the domain of a given ICH is defined first, it may be difficult for it to be classified afterwards. One way to deal with this dilemma may be to inventory ICH community by community. 

What should we do with collected data as ICH inventories?

The idea is to share such information with people in order to celebrate ICH locally, nationally as well as internationally. The collected data can potentially be published or put on the web in order to raise awareness of general public and also celebrate the diversity and importance of ICH.

Should countries already create a national representative list to prepare for the Convention’s Representative List?  

Creating a national representative list seems premature at this point since the selection criteria for the Convention’s Representative List have not yet been defined. 

Which NGOs will function as an advisory body to the Committee? 

The Convention does not specify any organization to function as an advisory body. The Committee members will recommend NGOs that are to function as advisory bodies. 

Will Masterpieces be incorporated into the Lists?

Article 31.1 states that “The Committee shall incorporate in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity the items proclaimed ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity’ before the entry into force of this Convention.” The Committee will decide the modality of such incorporation. 

Would it be possible for UNESCO to push more National Commissions towards the ratification of the Convention since they sometimes do not pay due attention to the issue of culture? They tend to be preoccupied by education issues since they are often situated within the Ministry of Education. 

UNESCO cannot push countries. The will must come from within to be able to implement the Convention. Nevertheless, more close cooperation between Education and Culture will be mutually enhancing. One way might be to involve teachers for ICH inventory making process. 

If we document indigenous/traditional knowledge, there is a possibility that pharmaceutical companies may exploit such information. What precaution should we take? 

Many ICH do not have monetary effects, so they can be safeguarded. There are often protection of such knowledge within the framework of a national copyright law. Artists can fight individually. Information about what protection may be available for which type of heritage needs to be widely disseminated in order to provide access to those who need such information.

There seems to exist cultural illiteracy In Africa. 

This issue was raised as a problem especially prevalent among literate people. Instead of UNESCO responding to this problem, the participants themselves discussed. They stated that communities know their ICH and their significance, and they often have the will to want to safeguard their important intangible heritage while they may be lacking material resources to do so. Trouble thus may sometimes come from literate people who may be culturally illiterate. As one of the possible ways to deal with the alienation of young people from their intangible heritage, incorporating ICH into formal educational curricula and ICH transmission into education system was raised. Sensitizing and training culture staff working at different levels of governments (e.g., municipalities, ministries) were mentioned as essential. 

9.
Conclusion

The 2-day-long sub-regional meeting on the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage: Implementation and Inventory-making" was participated by governmental representatives from 21 Eastern/Southern African countries. (see Annex II). Since UNESCO was to sponsor only one representative from each country, the number of the participants was initially expected to be about a little over 20. Nevertheless, the total number of the participants was 44 as some countries recognized the importance of the meeting and sent self-financing participants. The meeting touched upon a statutory framework of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage; core concepts of the intangible cultural heritage and UNESCO programs; safeguarding Measures; and ICH inventorying and Lists.  

A number of questions were raised and open discussion took place during the meeting. Firstly, greater implications of the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage for development captured the participants’ attention and generated discussion. Some states may wish to consider intangible heritage as a potential source of attracting tourists thereby bringing about development to the concerned community. In this respect, it was reiterated that caution needs to be taken in order to avoid that this heritage be overtaken by immediate economic interest and become frozen-in-time, considering that folklorization and commercialization of intangible heritage may likely lead to the loss of its core value. Given that intangible heritage is a fluid entity, always changing and evolving through time, it should be understood that the safeguarding of the intangible heritage is about how to ensure its continued enactment and the transmission of its core significance within a changing circumstance of a given community. While the link between intangible cultural heritage and development in general is an important issue that requires further reflection, it is important to note that there is no one “development formula” that would fit to all contexts. Case by case approach therefore needs to be taken.     

Potential repercussions of inventorying ICH were greatly debated. Some participants expressed their concern that making ICH public may invite external parties to exploit ICH in an inappropriate manner. It was explained that UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage does not deal with the issue of legal protection since it is the subject of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). It was explained that since much of the intangible cultural heritage does not involve monetary value for a third party, this should not prevent states from initiating an inventorying process. It was further mentioned that inventorying should be undertaken in a culturally appropriate manner and that customary rules should be respected regarding what and how to inventory by whom and where it is to be stored and by whom it is to be accessed.

Throughout the meeting, it was repeatedly affirmed by the participants that they as a culture specialist need to fight within their respective government in order to have their government pay due attention to culture. The fact that Eastern and Southern Africa is not represented in the Committee is an issue to be brought back to their respective governments and used as an entry point to mobilize them. It was generally agreed that since the Ministry of Culture is sometimes not in a strong position to lobby for the causes of culture, a strategy should be devised for better lobbying the government. The participants came to agree that rather than continuing to complain about the lack of financial resources available for culture, they should proactively seek funds and also begin cooperating with each other. It was stressed how important it is for the participants to share information with their colleagues upon return to their respective countries. They also agreed that strengthening sub-regional cooperation and network are crucial since ICH often crosses national boundaries and people have been for years cooperating with each other without necessarily state’s intervention.
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· Future of the UNESCO programs in the field of intangible cultural heritage

Reiko Yoshida (UNESCO)

11h30-12h30
Questions and Discussion

12h30-13h45
Lunch break

13h45-14h30
Safeguarding Measures

· Promotion, documentation, research, education, revitalization

Tim Curtis (UNESCO)
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15h45-17h30
Safeguarding measures (cont’d)
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	Country/

Field Office
	Name/Title
	Contact info.

	1
	Tanzania
	David Kitolero

Assistant Director of Culture
	Department of Culture Development,

Ministry of Information Culture and Sports in Dar es Salaam
P. O. Box 4284

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel: 0756.240190

E-mail: 

	2
	Tanzania
	Erick J. Kajiru
	National Commission for UNESCO

P.O. Box 20384

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel: 0754017083

E-mail: erickesq@yahoo.com 

	3
	Tanzania
	Safeguard Officer
	MACEMP

	4
	Tanzania
	Co AH Mwanakatwe
	National Chapter

	5
	Tanzania
	Frank Masele

Conservator 
	Antiquities Division

Box 2280

Dar es Salaa

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel: 0713.566.767

E-mail: maselef@yahoo.com

	6
	Zanzibar (Tanzania)
	Hamad Bakari Mshindo,

Commissioner for Culture


	Ministry of Information, Culture and Sports in Zanzibar,

P.O.Box 2277-ZBAR

Tel: 0777 874482

Email: ps_mics@zanlink.com

	7
	Comoros
	Said Chaehoi

Collaborateur
	Ministère de la culture

B.P. 315

Moroni – Comores

Tél : 269.339.863 

E-mail : schaehoi@yahoo.fr 

	8
	Madagascar
	Patricia  Joelina Rasoazanamalala

Directeur de l'Identité, des Traditions et de l'Innovation
	Ministère de la Culture

BP 760 Annosy, Antananarivo

MADAGASCAR
Tel: 261.2022.22658
E-mail: patricia_rasoa2000@yahoo.com

	9
	Mauritius
	D. Bablee

Chairperson 
	The National Heritage Fund

4th Floor

Fonsing Building

12th Edith Cavell Street

Port-Louis

Mauritius

Tel: 00230.210.7758

       00230.213.1571

Cell : 00230.253.8774

Fax : 00230.208.6728

E-mail : heritage@intnet.mu

	10
	Seychells
	Gabriel Essack 

Principal Research Officer
	National Heritage Research Section

Ministry of Culture

P.O. Box 573

La Bastille

Mahe, Seychelles

00248

Tel: 248-72 26 96 (mob)
      248 - 32 13 33 (work)

Fax: 248- 32 25 31

E-mail: filipesak@yahoo.com 

	11
	Kenya
	Silverse Anami

Director of Culture
	Ministry of Gender, Culture and Social Services
P.O. Box 67374 - 00200 G.P.O.
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: 254.271.9714

Fax : 254.272.5329 

email: allculture@yahoo.com 

	12
	Rwanda
	Jean Butoto Nsanabandi 
Conservateur 
	Musée national à Kigali/RWANDA

B.P: 1044 Kigali, Rwanda

Tél (portable): 250.0845 8730 

E-mail.: nsanabandi@yahoo.fr

	13
	Uganda
	Rose Mwanja Nkaale

Principal Conservator
	Uganda Museums and Monuments

P.O. Box 365

Kampala, Uganda

Tel: 256.0772 485 624.

E-mail: mwanjankale@yahoo.com

	14
	Eritria
	Negassi Gebredingle Tefer 

Director 
	Cultural Affairs Bureau 

Ministry of Education

Mobile: 291.1.07.11.80.06

E-mail: ngssteferi@yahoo.com.

	15
	Zimbabwe
	Daphine Mukaronda

Programme Officef for Culture
	Zimbabwe National Commission for UNESCO

Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education

P. Bag CY 7732

Causeway, Harare

ZIMBABWE

Tel: 263.4.702.150

Fax: 263.4.732.752

E-mail: dmukaronda@metacrawler.com 

	16
	Botswana
	Dineo Phuti

Principal Culture Officer
	Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs

Department of Culture and Youth

Private Bag 0018

Gaborone

BOTSWANA

Tel: 267.3909.222

Fax: 267.390.9227

E-mail: dphuti@gov.bw

	17
	Malawi
	Emmanuel Gondwe

Principal Secretary
	Ministry of Youth, Sports & Culture

Private Bag 384

Lilongwe 3

MALAWI

Tel: 265 1 788284

Fax: 265 1 788 764

E-mail: chafiwa@sdnp.org.mw

	18
	Malawi
	Dr. Elizabeth M. Gomani

Director of Culture
	Ministry of Youth, Sports & Culture

Private Bag 328

Capital City

Lilongwe 3

MALAWI

Tel: 265.8.899.209

Fax: 265.788.764

E-mail: egomani@yahoo.com  

	19
	Malawi
	Lovemore Mazibuko

Senior Ethnographer
	Museums of Malawi

P. O. Box 30360

Chichiri, Blantyre 3

MALAWI

Tel : 265.8.551.808

Fax : 265.1.876.615

Mobile : 265 08551808

E-mail : museum@malawi.net          

             love_mazi@malawi.net                     

             lovemoremazibuko@yahoo.com

	20
	Zambia
	Hilda M. Sinywibulula

Senior Programme Officer for Culture
	Zambia National Commission for UNESCO

Ministry of Education 

P. O. Box 50619

10101 Lusaka, ZAMBIA 

Tel: 260.1.254.340

Fax: 260 1 254.340

E-mail: hsinywivykyka@yahoo.com
             ncunesco@zamnet.zm

	21
	Zambia
	Felix Sampa

Principal Culture Officer
	Ministry of Education (MCDSS)

P. O. Box 50177

10101 Lusaka

ZAMBIA 

Tel: 260.1.223.909/2

Fax: 260.1.223.902

E-mail: flxsampa@yahoo.com? 

	22
	Ethiopia
	Tesfaye Hailu

Chief
	Intangible Heritage Section

Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

13247

Tel: 251.(0)911.553.1318

Fax: 251.(0)911.503361

E-mail: tesfaye@yahoo.com 

	23
	Ethiopia
	Awoke Amzaye

Head
	Department of Culture

Bureau of Information and Culture

Southern Nations Nationalities and People’s Regional State

984

Tel: 251.(0)46.220.6139

Fax: 251.(0)46.220.1269

E-mail: azokeamzaye@yahoo.com 

	24
	Djibouti
	Idriss Moussa Ahmed 

Director
	Department of Culture

Ministry of Communication and Culture

B.P. 32

Tel: 253.353.928

Fax: 253.353.957

E-mail: diriehdris@yahoo.fr

	25
	Somalia
	Basra Ali Mohammed

Senior Advisor 
	Ministry of Culture and Higher Education of the Republic of Somalia 

Embassy of the Somali Republic

Jabavu road, Hurlingham

POBox 623-00606

Sarit Centre, Nairobi Kenya

18488

Tel: 254.722.308.000

Fax: 254.374.915.8

E-mail: basrahayat_2006@Yahoo.co.uk

	26
	Namibia
	H N Diaz

Director 
	National Heritage and Culture Programmes Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sport and Culture

Private Bag 13391

Windhoek NAMIBIA 9000

Tel: 293 3163

Fax: 29.33.911

E-mail : ryzaaks@mec.gov.na

Fax: 270 6322 (NATCOM)

	27
	South Africa
	Makgolo Makgolo 

Chief Executive Officer 
	Northern Flagship Institution 

P.O.Box 4197, Pretoria, 001

South Africa

Tel: +27.12 322 76 32/ 

        +2712 322 55 06

Fax: +2712 322 55 60

E-mail: mmakgolo@nsi.co.za

	28
	South Africa
	Phakamani Mthembu 

Director: Living Heritage 
	Department of Arts & Culture
Private Bag X 897

Pretoria

0001, South Africa
Fax: 27 12 441 3706

E-mail: phakamani.Mthembu@dac.gov.za

	29
	South Africa
	Mbhazima Makhubele 

Director: Heritage Policy Research and Development.
	Department of Arts & Culture
Private Bag X 897

Pretoria

0001, South Africa

Fax: 27 12 441 3441
E-mail : mbhazima.Makhubele@dac.gov.za 

	30
	Lesotho
	N. J. Khitsane

Director 
	Department of Culture

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture

P.O. Box 1125 

Maseru

Lesotho

Tel : + 266 2232 14 29 

Cell 266  58870300 

Fax: 266 223.10194

Email: ntenem@yahoo.com
           culture@mtec.gov.ls

	31
	Swaziland
	Dudu Nkhambule

Museum Education Officer
	Swaziland National Museum 

P.O. Box 6534
Mbabane
SWAZILAND  

Tel: 268.612.1311
FAX:  268.416.1875
E-mail: snesetha@yahoo.co.uk 

	32
	Mozambique
	Roberto Dove 

Head of Research Department
	ARPAC Social and Cultural Research Institute

Rua de Bagamoyo, n°201

Maputo 

Mozambique

E-mail: robydove@yahoo.com.br
Tel : 258.2143.1366

Fax : 258.2143.1366


UNESCO staff 

	33
	Dar es SalaamSalaam
	Tim Curtis 

Programme specialist for culture
	UNESCO office in Dar es Salaam

Oyster Bay, Uganda Avenue

Plot N° 197A

P.O.Box 31473

Dar es Salaam

Tanzania

Tel: 255.22.266.66.23

Fax: 255.22.266.69.27

E-mail: t.curtis@unesco.org

	34
	Dar es Salaam
	Stella Rwechungura

Assistant to the Programme specialist for culture
	UNESCO office in Dar es Salaam

Oyster Bay, Uganda Avenue

Plot N° 197A

P.O.Box 31473

Dar es Salaam

Tanzania

Tel: 255.22.266.66.23

Fax: 255.22.266.69.27

E-mail: t.curtis@unesco.org

	35
	Dar es Salaam
	Daniel Ndagala 

Former Director of Culture of the Ministry of Culture
	Consultant

UNESCO office in Dar es Salaam

Oyster Bay, Uganda Avenue

Plot N° 197A

P.O.Box 31473

Dar es Salaam

Tanzania

Tel : 0713.785.700

E-mail : ndagala@africaonline.co.tz

	36
	Nairobi
	Thomas Schlueter*

Programme Specialst for Science
	UNESCO Nairobi Cluster Office

United Nations Office

Gigiei,

United Nations Avenue

Block C

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel : 254.20.7622.361

Fax: 254.2.622.750
E-mail: Thomas.Schlueter@unesco.unon.org

	37
	Harare
	Mulekeni Ngulube

Programme Specialist for Culture
	UNESCO Harare Cluster Office

8 Kenilworth Road

Newlands

Harare

ZIMBABWE
Tel: 263.4.776.775/776

Fax : 263.4.776.055

E-mail : m.ngulube@unesco.org

	38
	Harare
	Chimbidzikai Mapfumo

Culture Programme Assistant
	UNESCO Harare Cluster Office

8 Kenilworth Road

Newlands

Harare

ZIMBABWE

Tel: 263.4.776.776/9

Fax: 263.4.776.055

E-mail: c.maphumo@unesco.org

	39
	Addis Ababa
	Fumiko Ohinata*

Programme Specialist for Culture
	ECA New Building, 1st floor

P.O.Box 1177

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel: 251.1.51.39.53

Fax : 251.1.51.14.14

E-mail : f.ohinata@unesco.org or

fohinata@uneca.org

	40
	Windhoek
	Moji Okuribido

Programme Specialist for Culture
	UNESCO Windhoek Cluster Office

Oppenheimer House, 5 Brahms Street,

Windhoek West, Namibia

Tel: 264.61.291.7000

Fax: 264.61.291.7220 

E-mail: m.okuribido-Seriki@unesco.org

	41
	Windhoek
	Helvi Elago

Culture Programme Assistant
	UNESCO Windhoek Cluster Office

Oppenheimer House, 5 Brahms Street,

Windhoek West, Namibia

Tel: 264.61.291.7217

Fax: 264.61.291.7220 

E-mail: h.elago@unesco.org

	42
	Maputo
	Zulmira Rodriques

Programme Specialist for Education
	UNESCO office in Maputo

P.O.Box 1397

Av. Marginal, 4031

Maputo, Mozambique

Tel: 258.21.481.722

Fax: 258.21.49.34.31

E-mail : z.rodriques@unesco.org  

	43
	Maputo
	Marko Saarinen

Programme Officer for Cultural Industries and Intangible Cultural Heritage
	UNESCO office in Maputo

P.O.Box 1397

Av. Marginal, 4031

Maputo, Mozambique

Tel: 258.282.7415.090

Fax: 258.21.49.34.31

E-mail : m.saarinen@unesco.org

	44
	Intangible Heritage Section

UNESCO HQ
	Rieks Smeets

Chief
	Intangible Heritage Section

Division of Cultural Heritage

Culture Sector

UNESCO

1, rue Miollis

75732 Paris cedex 15

France

Tel : 33.1.45.68.45.19

Fax : 33.1.45.68.57.52

E-mail : r.smeets@unesco.org 

	45
	Intangible Heritage Section

UNESCO HQ
	Reiko Yoshida

Assistant programme specialist
	Intangible Heritage Section

Division of Cultural Heritage

Culture Sector

UNESCO

1, rue Miollis

75732 Paris cedex 15

France

Tel : 33.1.45.68.41.24

Fax : 33.1.45.68.57.52

E-mail : r.yoshida@unesco.org

	46
	Resource person
	Harriet Deacon

Resource person
	19 Links Drive

Pinelands 7405

South Africa

Tel/Fax: +27-21-5313906
E-mail: harriet@conjunction.co.za


* Absent in the meeting  
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