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The role of UNESCO in the field of intangible cultural heritage as compared with that of other international and regional intergovernmental organizations




	ORGANIZATIONS
	FIELDS OF ACTIVITY
	FORMS OF ACTION

	World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
	Primarily economic rights (particularly intellectual property) and their protection.

Protection of expressions of folklore against illicit use and other prejudicial actions.

Identification of the needs and expectations as regards intellectual property of the holders of traditional knowledge (including expressions of folklore).

Protection of folklore.

Identification of needs and issues in the area of intellectual property and formulation of proposals..

Protection of genetic resources, traditional knowledge and expressions of folklore.
	Standard dispositions for national legislation (jointly with UNESCO).

Nine identification missions.

1997–UNESCO/WIPO World Forum (Phuket, Thailand): adoption of a Plan of Action.

1999–One symposium and four regional consultations with UNESCO.

2000–Establishment of an Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore. 

+ Elaboration of an Action Programme. 

+ At the request of Member States, collection and analysis of national experiences with regard to their legal protection.



	The World Bank
	Awareness-raising and promotion of learning from indigenous knowledge systems and practices in order to enrich the development process and minimize problems encountered in areas such as agriculture, environment, education, AIDS, and healthcare.
	1998: Indigenous Knowledge for Development Programme in partnership with bilateral, multilateral and non-governmental organizations.

Development of a data base, publications and “Knowledge Packs”, formulation of guidelines, creation of training centres, organization of conferences, etc.

	United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
	Protection of phytogenetic resources for food and agriculture through management of world agrobiological diversity: improvement of the main cultivated food and fodder producing plant strains.

Protection of relevant traditional knowledge, issues of equitable participation in the sharing of advantages and decision-making concerning the conservation and sustainable use of phytogenetic resources.

Sustainable agriculture and security of foodstuffs.
	2001: International Treaty on phytogenetic resources for food and agriculture

Establishment of a multilateral …

Governmental assumption of responsibilities for materializing farmers’ rights.

Cooperation with the Secretariat of the Convention of biological diversity.

	International Labour Office (ILO)
	Support to the self-reliance of indigenous and tribal peoples.

Improvements in the working and living conditions of indigenous peoples in fields such as human rights, wages, working conditions, social security, etc.

Intangible cultural heritage:

Contribution to improving the socio-economic conditions of indigenous and tribal peoples (administration of tribal lands, condition of indigenous and tribal women, preservation and promotion of indigenous knowledge systems and practices, strengthening of indigenous and tribal educational capacities, environmental and natural resources management, strengthening of local structures). 
	Inter-regional programme: co-operatives and self-help organizations.

Conventions No. 107 (1957)  and No. 169 (1989) concerning indigenous and tribal populations and international recommendations on the same subject.

Encourage participation in planning and implementation of development projects.

ILO-INDISCO Programme: pilot projects undertaken by local organizations and traditional institutions belonging to indigenous and tribal peoples.


	World Health Organization (WHO)
	Traditional medicine: research and evaluation
	2000: publication of General guidelines for methodologies on research and evaluation of traditional medicine

	United Nations Commission for Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
	Exploitation of traditional knowledge for the benefit of development and trade.

Protection of traditional knowledge, trade, development.
	Bangkok Plan of Action:

· regional and national workshops and seminars,

· encouraging participation of local and indigenous communities,

· contribution to ongoing processes within WIPO and WTO, and at the Convention on Biological Diversity,

· - elaboration and application of global national strategies.

· programmes for strengthening capacities in these fields,

· training modules,

· assistance to developing countries interested in devising sui generis systems and studying their multilateral aspects.

	United Nations High Commission for Human Rights (UNHCHR)
	Protection of indigenous peoples’ rights and prevention against the discrimination suffered by minorities.

The spiritual and cultural values of biological diversity, intellectual property needs and expectations of traditional knowledge holders.

Fight against the separation of the physical and the intangible heritage, for the rights of  indigenous peoples to conserve their identity and to organize traditional ceremonies and exercise creative activity, and for the maintenance of languages.
	1995: Draft Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of the Heritage of Indigenous People
Publications

Maintenance and acknowledgement of the right of access to and protection of spaces bearing a spiritual and cultural dimension.

	Secretariat of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
	Conservation, use, and sustainable application of biological diversity.

Respect, preservation and maintenance of knowledge systems, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities (traditional lifestyles) with the agreement and participation of the holders of these knowledge systems, innovations and practices.

Encouragement of fair sharing of advantages deriving from the use of such knowledge, innovations and practices.

Conservation of cultural and natural diversity:
Taking into account the human presence and the role of the human being in the creation of landscapes and of the legitimate aspirations of local populations, of the diversity of methods of exploitation of natural resources (land use practices, local know-how, etc.) and contribution to the maintenance of these cultural values.
	1992: Convention of Biological Diversity, Rio de Janeiro.

Conservation in situ
World Network of Biosphere Reserves


	World Trade Organization (WTO)
	Does not work directly on issues concerning the protection of intangible cultural heritage but on aspects of intellectual property rights concerned with trade.

Recognizes that the protection of intellectual property is important for the development of new medicines and is concerned about the effects on prices whilst at the same time not preventing Members from taking measures to protect public health. Support for the right of WTO Members to promote universal access to medicines.

Commitment of developed Members States to offer incentives to their business enterprises and institutions to promote and encourage the transfer of technologies to the least developed  Members States.
	2001: Doha Conference of Ministers (Qatar):

Declaration of the WTO Agreement on aspects of intellectual property rights involving trade.

	Agence de la francophonie
	Development of a concerted policy in favour of the heritage as both tangible and intangible.

Promotion and diffusion of national cultures.

Defence of the oral traditions of Africa, the scarcity of this heritage and the urgent need to do everything possible to preserve it and ensure its transmission.

Priority action to be undertaken with griots, storytellers, historians of regional epics: knowledge, techniques, rites, histories, oral traditions, music, dance and know-how.
	Directory of culture and heritage:

· Collecting, conservation and enhancement of the heritage of the countries of the South.

- Identification and participation in the collecting and conservation of the intangible heritage by means of assistance for creation, recording, dissemination and promotion through the media, support for cultural events and scientific research, and the use of modern information and communication technologies.

- Research and conservation.

	MERCOSUR
	Preservation, transmission, safeguarding and revitalization of the intangible heritage
	1997: First MERCOSUR Days on the Intangible Heritage (Argentina):

· gathering of experts, students, researchers, representatives of international organizations and private individuals.

2000: Second MERCOSUR Days on the intangible heritage (Paraguay).

	Joint Administration of the Turkish Culture and Arts (TURKSOY)
	Securing of the spiritual integration of Turkic origin peoples
Protection of their common cultural heritage.

Introduction of this heritage to the world.
	Scientific meetings, commemoration days, festivals, publication of activities reports of linguists, poets, writers, intellectuals and “Turkologists”.

	Organisation of the Islamic Conference
	Restoration of the cultural heritage of Muslim countries
	Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA)
Participation in various congresses on Ottoman culture and Muslim crafts.

Publications


